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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


STATED  MEETING,  JANUARY  5,  1847. 


The  Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice  President,  in 
the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  read  the  follow- 
ing letters,  received  by  him  since  the  last  meeting. 

1.  From  H.  C.  Van  Schaack,  dated  Manlius,  N.  Y., 
31  Dec,"  1846,  offering  to  present  to  the  Society  two  por- 
traits, of  Madam  Catalina  Schuyler,  mentioned  in  Mrs. 
Grant's  "Memoirs  of  an  American  Lady,"  and  of  her 
husband,  Col.  Philip  £>chuyler,  on  condition  that  the 
Society  cause  them  to  be  properly  restored  and  framed, 
and  place  them  in  perpetuum  Si  its  hall. 

2.  From  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurlej7-,  acknowledging  his  elec- 
tion as  a  corresponding  member,  etc. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  committee  presented 
and  read  a  report  from  that  committee  upon  the  nomina- 
tions referred  to  them,  recommending  the  following 
candidates,  who  were  thereupon  elected. 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  D.  Veegens,  of  the  Hague,  Netherlands. 
Pkof.  Giovanni  Tosi,  of  Ferrara. 

"      Giovanni  Maria  Bozoli,  of  Ferrara. 

"      Lorenzo  Coco  Grasso,  of  Palermo. 

"      Francesco  Ferrara,  of  Catania. 
VOL.    v.  1 
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RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 


Charles  O'Conor,  James  W.  Gerard, 

Joel  T.  Headley,  Edwin  S::ith, 

Richard  H.  Bowne,  Dr.  Abraham  L.  Cox, 

William  Wood,  Henry  B.  Shute, 

Ezra  Ludlow,  Jr.,  Campbell  P.  White, 

Joseph  P.  S:mpson,  George  II.  Green. 


The  Annual  Reports  of  the  officers  of  the  Society  and 
of  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  year  1S46,  were 
read,  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file,  and  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee;  to  be  published  with  the  Annual 
Bulletin,  and  to  be  the  subject  of  such  farther  action,  as 
the  suggestions  contained  in  them  seemed  to  require. 

Dr.  Alexander  H.  Stevens,  presented  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted* 

Resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  to  the  other  officers  of  the 
Society,  for  the  zeal  and  fidelity  with  which  they  have 
discharged  their  duties  during  the  past  year. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Stevens  having  called  attention  to  a  bust  of 
Bolivar  in  the  Library,  which  lie  had  presented  to  the 
Society,  upon  motion  of  Mr.,  E.  C.  Benedict,  a  resolution 
was  adopted,  tendering  the  thanks  of  the  Society  for  the 
donation. 

Various  nominations  for  membership  were  made  to 
the  Society  and  severally  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

The  Librarian  offered  a  resolution,  tendering  the  thanks 
of  the  Society  to  Messrs.  Bartlctt  &  Welford,  for  the  ex- 
tensive and  valuable  donation  of  Parliamentary  Papers 
and  Reports,  presented  by  them  at  this  meeting. 

Prof.  Mason  submitted  a  resolution,  directing  that  a 
suitable  and  convenient  space  be  appropriated  for  the 
accredited  reporters  of  such  newspapers  as  offer  regularly 
to  report  and  publish  the  proceedings  of  the  Society. 
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Prof.  Mason  also  read  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by 
Messrs.  D.  W.  C.  Olyphant  and  William  C.  Noyes,  sug- 
gesting the  delivery  of  a  course  of  lectures  in  this  city  by 
Mr.  8.  Wells  Williams,  who  has  resided  for  a  number  of 
years  in  China,  on  various  subjects  connected  with  that 
country;  and  stated  that  the  suggest]  a  was  approved 
by  the  Executive  Committee.  He  offered  a  resolution 
accordingly,  which  was  adorned,  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  arrange  terms  and  conditions  in  behalf  of 
the  Society,  consisting  of 

Messrs.  William  Curtis  Noyes, 
Ctrls  Mason,   and 
Erastus  C.  Benedict. 

Upon  motion  of  Mr.  Jay,  a  resolution  was  adopted, 
accepting  the  offer  of  Mr.  H.  C.  Van  Schaack,  in  his  letter 
of  31  Dec,  1846,  relative  to  the  Schuyler  poi  its,  and 
the  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  was  ::. "meted  to 
communicate  the  resolution  with  the  thank-  .:  :..     S       -""■ 

The  Society  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  omcers 
for  the  ensuing  vear,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were 
elected. 

Albert   Gallatin.  LL.  D..  President. 
Luther  Bradish.  First  Vice  President 
Thomas  De  Witt.  D.  D.,   Second  Vice  President. 
John   Russell  Bartlett,    Foreign    Corresponding 

Secretary. 
John  Jay.  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary. 
Andrew  Warner.  Recording  Secretary. 
Prof.  Cyrus  Mason.  Tr-.asurer. 
George   Gibes,  Librarian. 
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The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  the  Executive 
Committee  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz. : 

Prosper  M.  Wetmore, 

Erastus  C.  Benedict, 

Edward  Robinson,  D.  D.,  LL.  D., 

Henry  R.  Schoolcraft, 

Frederic  De  Peyster,  _    , 

Augustus  Schell,  and 

James  W.  Beekman. 

The  reading  of  a  paper  announced  for  this  meeting,  on 
the  "  History  of  the  Federal  Seat  of  Government,"  by 
Mr.  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Jr.,  was  upon  his  suggestion, 
owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  deferred ;  and  a 
special  meeting  was  ordered  for  Tuesday  evening,  19th 
Jan.,  for  that  purpose. 
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NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


SPECIAL  MEETING,  JANUARY  19,  1847. 


The  Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice  President,  in 
the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  reported,  that 
since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society  on  the  5th  instant, 
he  had  notified  of  their  election  the  twelve  gentlemen 
who  were  then  elected  resident  members  of  the  Society, 
and  had  communicated  to  Henry  C.  Van  Schaack,  Esq., 
of  Manlius,  New  York,  the  resolutions  of  acceptance 
and  thanks  passed  in  reference  to  his  offer  to  present  to 
the  Library  the  ancient  portraits  of  Madame  and  Col. 
Schuyler. 

.    During  the  same  period  he  had  received  the  following 
letters  and  communications. 

1.  From  Hon.  Roger  S.  Baldwin,  dated  New  Haven, 
January  8th,  acknowledging  his  election  as  a  correspond- 
ing member  and  proffering  his  services  to  the  Society. 

2.  From  B.  B.  Minor,  Editor  of  the  Southern  and 
Western  Literary  Messenger,  a  corresponding  member 
of  tlu  Society. 

3.  Copy  of  Message  from  Governor  Graham  of  North 
Carolina  to  the  Legislature,  in  relation  to  the  History  of 
that  state,  dated  January  Sth,  1S47. 

From  this  document  it  appears,  that  the  last  Legislature 
1* 
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of  North  Carolina  authorized  the  Governor  to  collect  such 
papers  as  might  be  necessary  to  complete  the  series  of 
letter  books  in  the  Executive  office,  and  have  them 
copied  and  arranged ;  and  to  obtain  as  far  as  practicable, 
either  the  original  papers  or  copies  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  several  town,  county  and  district  committees  organi- 
zed in  the  province  of  North  Carolina,  in  compliance  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  1774  ; 
and  the  proceedings  of  the  various  committees  and  coun- 
cils of  safety  subsequently  convened  under  the  authority 
of  the  Provincial  Legislature  : — and  an  appropriation  was 
made  to  defray  the  expenses  which  might  be  thereby 
incurred. 

The  Governor  immediately  upon  the  passage  of  the 
resolutions,  published  in  the  newspapers  of  the  state,  a 
full  and  particular  notice  of  the  required  documents  with 
historical  memoranda,  and  requesting  those  having  control 
of  any  such  papers  to  comply  with  the  patriotic  desire  of 
the  Legislature,  k  in  forwarding  them  to  the  Executive 
office  to  be  arranged  and  preserved  for  public  inspection — 
or  at  least  to  grant  a  temporary  use  of  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  examination  and   copying. 

The  result  of  the  effort  thus  made  is  now  announced 
by  the  Governor. 

The  period  for  which  no  letter  books  had  been  preserv- 
ed, extends  from  the  organization  of  the  government  in 
1776  to  17S4,  and  comprises  the  administrations  of 
Governors   Caswell,  Nash,  Burke  and  Martin. 

The  correspondence  of  Governor  Burke,  who  served 
in  that  capacity  in  17S1,  having  previously  been  a  mem- 
ber both  of  the  Provincial  and  Continental  Congress,  and 
who  while  Governor  was  for  some  time  detained  as 
prisoner  at  James  Island  near  Charleston  by  the  British 
commander,  having  been  captured  in  a  descent  of  the 
tories  upon  the  town  of  HilLsboro',  has  been  obtained  from 
his  descendant,  and  fills  in  the  copy  two  folio  volumes. 
It  consists  of  his  letters  while  a  delegate  in  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  to  Mr.  Caswell  then  Governor  of  the  State, 
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on  the  condition  of  public  affairs  from  1776  to  17S0,  and 
contains  sketches  at  some  length  of  the  debates  of  that 
body,  which  sat  with  closed  doors. 

The  papers  of  Governor  Caswell  have  been  discovered 
in  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  a  good  state  of  preser- 
vation ;  and  the  Governor  states  his  intention  of  putting 
them  in  the  hands  of  a  gentleman,  who  has  paid  much 
attention  to  that  period  of  our  history,  that  they  may  be 
properly  reviewed  and  copied. 

Of  the  letters  of  Governor  Nash  and  the  first  year  of  the 
administration  of  Governor  Martin,  but  few  have  been 
obtained.  These  relate  principally  to  the  British  invasion 
in  17S0-81,  and  are  said  to  possess  great  interest. 

Of  the  records  of  town,  county  and  district  meetings, 
none  had  been  obtained,  except  those  pertaining  to  the 
memorable  declaration  of  Independence  in  Mecklenburg 
in  May,  1775,  from  which  the  publication  was  made  upon 
that  subject  in  1S31. 

The  Governor  recommends  a  republication  of  these 
pamphlets  with  notes,  and  also  the  Journals  of  the  various 
provincial  Congresses  and  Committees  of  Safety,  from 
1774  to  1776,  inclusive,  together  with  the  Journal  of  the 
Board  of  War  ;  and  remarks,  that  from  a  casual  reading 
of  these  latter  papers,  he  is  satisfied,  that  no  state  of  the 
original  thirteen  can  boast  of  a  documentary  history,  more 
creditable  in  itself  for  spirit,  statesmanship  or  enlightened 
love  of  freedom  and  a  valorous  defence  of  it,  than  is  to  be 
found  in  these  unpublished  manuscripts. 

4.  A  letter  from  W.  O.  Lamsonof  New  York,  present- 
ing to  the  Cabinet  in  the  name  of  Mr.  George  A.  Lamson, 
a  Chinese  compass,  of  the  best  kind,  such  as  are  used 
by  the  Chinese  junks  on  long  voyages. 

5.  From  B.  B.  Trench,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  A  printed  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
transmitting  a  report  upon  the  Consular  System  of  the 
United  States,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  20th  August,  1S46. 
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The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  reported 
the  names  of  the  following  nentlemen,  whose  nominations 
were  referred  to  them  at  the  last  meeting,  who  were  ac- 
cordingly elected  members  of  the  Society,  viz  : 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

Edward  D.  Ingraham,  Philadelphia. 

John  G.  Palfrey,  Boston, 

Lieut.  J.  M.  Gilliss,  U.  S.  N.,         Washington, 
Francis  Parkman,  Jr.,  Boston, 

Thomas  M.  Drake,  Zanesville,  Ohio. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

Joseph  W.  Alsop,  *        Aquila  G.  Stout, 
Arthur  B.  Stout,  Arthur  Morris, 

Edward  J.  Thomas,  Lewis  W.  Sloat,  U.  S.  N., 

Howard  Henderson,  Edwin  Herrick, 

James  II.  Raymond,  Henry  A.  Brady, 

Alexancer  Gardiner,  Paschal  W.  Turney. 

Several  nominations  were  made  and  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

The  following  resolution  oflered  by  the  Librarian,  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  solicit  sub- 
scriptions towards  a  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  to 
be  expended  for  the  benefit  of  the  Library,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed : 

William  Chauncey, 
Shepherd  Knapp, 
Eugene  Bogart. 

A  letter  addressed  to  Major  Bush,  from  Dr.  Zina 
Pitcher,  was  read,  accompanied  by  a  fossil  imbedded  in 


/ 
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a  boulder  of  conglomerate  rock,  picked  up  at  Copper 
Harbor  by  Dr.  Bush,  which  may  famish  matter  of  specu- 
lation interesting  to  our  geologists  who  have  given  attention 
to  the  subject  of  palaeontology.  The  fossil  was  intended 
for  the  Cabinet  of  the  University,  but  may  probably  be 
placed,  in  that  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Jr.,  read  a  paper  on  the  "  His- 
tory of  the  Federal  Seat  of  Government." 

"Before  the  establishment  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Congress  occasionally  met,  according  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  case,  or  the  convenience  of  members,  at  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  Lancaster,  Yorktown,  Princeton,  Annapolis, 
Trenton,  and  New  York.  The  different  States,  in  the 
meantime,  coveted  the  honor  of  the  national  city.  New 
York  offered  the  town  of  Kingston ;  Rhode  Island,  New- 
port; Maryland,  Annapolis  ;  and  Virginia,  Williamsburg. 

On  the  21st  October,  17S3,  Congress,  insulted  at 
Philadelphia  by  a  band  of  mutineers,  whom  the  state  au- 
thorities were  unable  to  quell,  adjourned  to  Princeton,  to 
the  halls  of  the  college  ;  a  circumstance  which  doubtless 
led  to  the  agitation  oi  the  question  of  a  permanent  seat 
of  government,  which  was  taken  up  at  this  time,  and 
continued  to  be  discussed  till  the  formation  of  the  Consti- 
tution. A  resolution  of  Mr.  Gerry,  7th  October,  17S3, 
was  adopted ;  that  a  district  be  chosen  on  the  banks  of 
the  Delaware  or  the  Potomac,  near  Georgetown ;  which 
underwent  various  modifications,  (one  of  which  was  that 
both  sites  be  selected),  till  it  was  repealed  in  the  following 
year.  On  the  30th  October,  17S4,  the  subject  was  again 
taken  up  at  Trenton,  and  commissioners  appointed  with 
powers  to  lay  out  a  district  on  the  Delaware,  within  eight 
miles  above  or  below  the  falls,  make  the  necessary  pur- 
chases, erect  public  buildings,  reserve  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion, &c.  The  question  as  to  place  was  revived  in 
Congress  in  17S9  '90,  with  the  view  of  securing  a  central 
position.     A  site  on  the  Susquehannah  was  talked  of,  and 
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finally  the  present  district  determined  on,  which  was 
commonly  referred  to  as  Conogochcague,  the  name  of  the 
stream  between  which  and  the  eastern  branch  the  act 
provided  that  the  site  should  be  selected. 

The  friends  of  the  new  site  numbered  the  names  of 
Washington,  Madison,  Lee,  and  Carroll,  and  their  choice 
was  governed  by  these  considerations. 

1st.    It  was  not  desirable    that    the  political    capital 
should  be  in  a  commercial  metropolis.     It  was  necessary 
for  the  independence  of  the   government,  and  its  proper 
security,  that  its  jurisdiction  should  be  exclusive,  and  that 
its  officers  should  not  be  under  the  influence  of  the  citizens : 
hence  the  elective  franchise  was  to  be  given  up,  which  no 
large  city  would  yield.     Party  feeling,  which  then  ran 
high,  was  to  be  avoided — the  natural  influence  of  wealth 
on  the  spot  was  feared,  and  the  examples  of  London  and 
Westminster  in  the   importance  of  their  six  members  in 
parliament  was  quoted.     Experience  had  shown  the  dan- 
ger to  be  apprehended  from  the  mob  in  times  of  stagnation 
in  business,  or  political  excitement.     The  expenditures  in 
a  commercial  city,   with  the  direct  influence  its  wealthy 
men  might  exercise  over  the  government  would  give  it  an 
undue  advantage  over  other  cities,  and  make  it  an  object 
of  jealousy  ;  while  its  varied  interests  would  call  for  much 
more   local   legislation  than   Congress   could    attend  to, 
without  neglect  of  the  public  business'.     It  was  desirable 
that  the  simplicity  of  the  members  of  government  in  their 
style  of  living   should  not  be  contrasted  with  the  luxury 
of  a  great  city,  or  be  compelled  to  submit  to  its  costlier 
charges. 

2d.  As  this  would  be  the  only  city  under  the  exclusive 
control  of  the  nation,  one  should  be  laid  out  expressly 
with  a  view  to  all  possible  future  wants  of  the  government, 
which  could  not  so  well  be  anticipated  in  a  city  already 
built. 

3d.  With  respect  to  the  position,  while  a  central 
point  was  certainly  desirable,  it  ought  to  be  remembered 
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that  there  is  no  common  centre.  The  centre  of  population 
is  variable,  and  to  establish  the  capital  on  that  basis  for 
this  generation,  might  place  if.  in  a  very  inconvenient  po- 
sition for  the  next.  The  same  remark  miirht  be  made 
here  with  regard  to  territory  ;  for,  with  the  rapid  increase 
of  states,  the  seat  of  government  would  have  to  be  removed 
every  fifty  years,  to  keep  it  in  a  central  position. 

Mr.  Madison  then  said,  that  "  If  it  were  possible  to 
promulgate  our  laws  by  some  instantaneous  operation,  it 
would  be  of  less  consequence  where  the  government 
might  be  placed" — a  contingency  which  now  seems  to  be 
supplied  by  the  "  magic  wires"  of  Morse,  which  communi- 
cate intelligence  "  not  mcrelv  with  the  swiftness  of  liafht- 
ning,"  but  "  by  lightning  itself." 

The  centre  of  a  seacoast  line  with  easy  communica- 
tion with  the  western  country,  was  considered  the  most 
worthy  of  regard,  being  more  conveniently  accessible, 
possessed  of  more  wealth  and  more  people,  than  an  equal 
area  of  inland  country.  Being  more  liable  to  invasion 
on  that  quarter,  government  should  be  near  to  protect  it. 

It  is  the  interest  of  the  back  country  to  have  govern- 
ment near  the  sea,  to  inspect  and  encourage  commerce, 
by  which  their  abundant  produce  will  find  an  export. 
The  growth  of  the  western  territory  was  anticipated  at 
that  day,  and  depicted  in  glowing  colors  in  the  speeches 
of  some  of  the  members,  which  Mr.  Varnum  quoted.  It 
was  alleged,  that  when  the  central  line  between  the 
northern  and  southern  extremities  was  fixed,  no  person  in 
the  western  territory  had  ever  wished  anything  farther, 
than  that  Congress  should  establish  their  seat  as  far  back 
on  this  line  as  convenience  of  maritime  commerce  would 
allow.  This  centre  of  a  seacoast  line  falls  between  the 
rivers  Potomac  and  Susquehannah.  The  place  between 
the  Potomac  and  the  Eastern  branch  would  admit  of  a 
navy  yard,  and  was  yet  so  far  inland  as  to  be  protected 
from  sudden  attack.  The  Potomac,  by  means  of  Mill 
Creek  and  other  streams,  could,   by  lock  and  canal  navi- 
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gation,  be  connected  with  the  Ohio  river.  (A  project 
which  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  was  designed  to 
accomplish.)  These  advantages  would  give  a  healthy 
trade  to  the  then  flourishing  towns  of  Georgetown  and 
Alexandria,  which  would  operate  to  the  advantage  of  the 
federal  city,  without  the  inconveniences  referred  to  as 
attendant  upon  seaports. 

Such  were  some  considerations  which  led  to  the  pas- 
sage, in  1790,  by  a  vote  of  thirty-two  to  twenty-nine, 
of  the  act  to  establish  the  permanent  seat  of  government 
of  the  United  States.  The  decision  was  hastened  by 
another  impression,  growing  out  of  the  funding  of  the 
public  debt,  which  was  then  contemplated.  It  was 
thought  "  as  the  seat  of  government  would  concentrate 
the  public  paper,  the  south  would  be  benefited  by 
having  it  in  their  midst,  rather  than  at  the  north,  where 
was  the  capital ;"  and  consequently  the  southern  members 
united  on  the  subject,  and  succeeded  by  constant  exer- 
tions in  effecting  a  compromise  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
the  opposition  to  carry  the  vole. 

Attention  was  called  by  Mr.  Varnum,  to  the  fact  that, 
by  a  mathematical  computation  of  Dr.  Patterson  of  the 
United  States  mint,  the  predictions  of  Mr..  Madison  on 
this  occasion,  relative  to  the  progress  of  the  centre  of 
population  have  been  singularly  verified.  By  this  table 
it  appears  that  the  average  progress  westward  has  been 
thirty-four  miles  every  ten  years.  In  1S40  the  centre  of 
population  was  near  Harrison  county,  Virginia,  and  if 
we  consider  the  progress  as  being  at  the  rate  of  fifty  miles 
evey  ten  years,  it  will  take  one  hundred  years  to  carry 
it  five  hundred  miles,  or  as  far  as  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

In  relation  to  the  site  selected,  a  letter  of  General 
Washington  to  Mr.  Jefferson  describes  the  terms  upon 
which  he  had  succeeded  in  securing  a  cession  from  the 
proprietors  of  the  land.  These  were,  that  the  proprietors 
gave  the  government  all  the  property  required  for  streets 
and  avenues  ;  for  lots  taken  for  public  purposes  they  were 
to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  £2o  per  acre. 
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The  first  corner  stone  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was 
laid  at  Jones'  Point,  near  Alexandria.  15th  April,  1791, 
with  the  imposing  Masonic  ceremonies  of  the  time,  and  a 
quaint  address  by  Rev.  James  Mint.  By  the  retrocession 
of  Alexandria,  the  stone  is  no  longer  within  the  limits  of 
the  district. 

A  more  beautiful  site  for  a  city  could  hardly  be  ob- 
tained. From  a  point  where  the  Potomac,  at  a  distance 
of  295  miles  from  the  ocean,  and  flowing  from  north-west 
to  south-east,  expands  to  the  width  of  a  mile,  extended 
back  an  almost  level  plain,  hemmed  in  by  a  series  of 
gradually  sloping  hills,  terminating  with  the  heights  of 
Georgetown  ;  the  plain  being  nearly  three  miles  in  length 
from  east  to  west,  and  varying  from  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to 
two  miles  in  breadth  ;  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  eastern 
branch  of  the  I^tomac,  where  are  now  the  navy  yard 
and  congressional  cemetery,  and  on  the  west  by  the  Rock 
Creek,  which  separates  it  from  Georgetown.  The  small 
stream  from  the  north,  over  which  the  railroad  bridge  now 
passes  on  entering  the  city,  emptied  into  a  bay  or  inlet  of 
the  Potomac  about  four  hundred  feet  wide,  which  jutted 
in  from  the  west  to  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the 
Capitol  Hill,  and  nearly  divided  the  plain.  Not  far  from 
the  head  of  this,  and  south  of  the  Capitol  Hill,  a  small 
stream  took  its  rise  in  a  large  number  of  springs,  and 
emptied  into  the  river  at  a  place  now  called  GreenleaFs 
point,  formed  by  the  intersection  of  the  Eastern  Branch 
with  the  Potomac,  and  was  known  as  Jones'  Creek. 
There  is  a  stream  above  Georgetown  which  has  always 
been  called  Goose  Creek ;  but  from  a  certificate  of  a  sur- 
vey now  preserved  in  the  mayor's  office  at  Washington, 
dated  1GG-J,  it  appears  that  the  inlet  from  the  Potomac 
was  then  known  by  the  name  of  Tiber,  and  probably  the 
stream  from  the  north  emptying  into  it,  bore  the  same 
name ;  so  that  Moore  did  injustice  to  the  history  of  the 
place,  and  confounded  streams  when  he  wrote  the  well 
known  line, 

vol.  v.  2 
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1  And  what  was  Goose  Creek  once,  is  Tiber  now.' 

By  the  same  survey  it  appears  that  the  land  comprising 
the  Capitol  Hill  was  called  Rome  or  Room,  two  names 
which  seem  to  have  foreshadowed  the  destiny  of  the 
place.  Mr.  Force  of  Washington  suggests  that  they  pro- 
bably originated  in  the  fact  that  fche  name  of  the  owner 
of  the  estate  was  ]yoj>c,  and  in  selecting  a  name  for  his 
plantation,  he  formed  the  title  of  "  Pope  in  Rome." 

It  is  said  that  Washington's  attention  had  been  called 
to  the  advantages  which  this  place  presented  for  a  city, 
as  long  previous  as  when  he  had  been  a  youthful  surveyor 
of  the  country  around.  His  judgment  was  confirmed  by 
the  fact  that  two  towns  were  afterwards  planned  on  the 
spot,  and  the  first  maps  of  the  city  represent  it  as  laid  out 
over  the  plains  of  Hamburgh  and  Carrollsville. 

The  first  public  communication  on  record  in  relation  to 
arrangements  for  laying  out  this  city  is  from  the  pen  of 
General  Washington,  and  bcarsdate  11th March,  1791  ;  in 
a  subsequent  letter  of  the  30th  April,  he  calls  it  the  Fed- 
eral City.  Four  months  later,  in  a  letter  by  the  original 
commissioners,  Messrs.  Johnson,  Stuart,  and  Carroll, 
dated  Georgetown,  Sept.  9,  1791,  addressed  to  the  archi- 
tect, Major  L 'Enfant,  he  is  instructed  to  entitle  the  district 
on  his  maps,  '  the  Territory  of  Columbia,'  and  the  city, 
4  the  City  of  Washington.' 

On  the  ISth  September,  1792,  the  south-east  corner 
stone  of  the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol  was  laid  by  Gen. 
Washine^on. 

Much  discussion  took  place  relative  to  the  plan,  which 
was  drawn  by  Major  L 'Enfant,  and  which,  while  it  pre- 
sents some  fine  features,  has  many  defects,  and  in  its 
execution,  as  greatly  detracted  from  the  beauty  of  the  site. 
He  commenced  by  laving  down  streets,  which  crossed 
each  other  at  right  angles,  as  at  Philadelphia,  at  irregular 
intervals,  however,  and  which  were  numbered  or  lettered. 
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In  order  to  give  the  city  its  distinctive  national  feature, 
great  avenues  from  100  to  1G0  feet  wide  were  made  to 
radiate  from  particular  centres,  such  as  the  Capitol  and 
President's  house,  so  as  to  bring  all  the  buildings  to  view 
from  every  quarter,  a  grand  idea  ;  but  it  cut  the  building 
lots  into  ugly  triangles,  and  made  more  streets  than  were 
needed.  The  avenues  should  have  been  laid  down  first, 
and  made  base  lines  for  the  other  streets.  The  streets  too 
are  wider  than  was  necessary,  though  members  of  Con- 
gress from  the  country  like  to  have  plenty  of  breathing 
room. 

It  was  remarked  of  L 'Enfant,  that  he  was  not  only  a 
child  in  name,  but  in  education ;  as  from  the  names  he 
gave  the  streets,  he  appeared  to  know  little  else  than  A, 
B,  C,  one,  two,  three.  It  appears,  however,  by  a  letter 
of  the  commissioners,  that  they  gave  these  names  to  the 
streets  at  the  same  time  with  that  to  the  city  ;  for  conven- 
ience a  good  arrangement,  since  the  streets  could  more 
easily  be  found  by  a  stranger  under  such  designations. 

The  distances  at  which  the  public  buildings  are  sepa- 
rated from  each  other  have  been  frequently  remarked. 
But  letters  from  Washington  and  the  commissioners  show 
the  reason  of  this. 

1st.  As  a  measure  of  security,  so  that  only  one  could 
burn  at.  a  time.  If  enemies  should  enter  the  place,  they 
would  in  the  first  onset,  destroy  everything,  but  as  they 
progressed,  their  fury  would  cool  down.  This  proved 
true  in  the  infamous  attack  on  the  public  buildings  by 
the  British  during  the  last  war;  they  having  spared  the 
Patent  and  Post  office  building,  which  would  have  met 
the  fate  of  the  Capitol  had  they  been  under  the  same  roof. 

2d.  It  had  been  remarked  at  Philadelphia,  that  the 
vicinity  of  the  executive  to  the  legislative  departments, 
exposed  the  former  to  constant  interruptions  from  the 
latter.  General  Washington  said,  that  some  of  his  secre- 
taries had  found  themselves  and  their  clerks,  so  much 
annoved  bv  the  intrusions  of  members  of  Congress,  during 
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office  hours,  that  they  had  been  obliged  to  retire  to  their 
homes  and  lock  themselves  in,  in  order  to  attend  to.  their 
ordinary  duties.  It  was,  therefore,  desirable  that  the 
executive  officers  should  be  sufficiently  far  from  the 
capitol  to  exempt  them  from  visits,  except  at  particular 
hours,  when  Congress  were  not  in  session. 

It  is  not  generally  known,  that  the  plan  contemplates  a 
complete  connexion  between  the  gardens  of  the  Capitol 
and  those  of  the  President's  house  by  means  of  the  mall, 
a  plan  which  could  have  been  carried  out  twenty  years 
ago  at  a  comparatively  small  expense,  by  setting  out  trees 
and  levelling  where  necessary.  The  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution is  to  be  placed  thereon,  and  there  is  a  prospect  that 
the  bequest  of  an  enlightened  foreigner  will  supply  what 
Congress  has  neglected. 

Some  of  the  magnificent  intentions  with  regard  to  the 
embellishment  of  the  city  were  enumerated.  Most  of  them 
might  have  been  carried  out  at  a  trifling  expense  to  the 
nation;  and  in  all,  it  is  to  be  observed  how  admirably 
General  Washington's  ideas  combined  utility  with  beauty, 
especially  in  his  plan  for  furnishing  to  all  foreign  govern- 
ments lots  of  ground  whereon  to  erect  houses  for  their 
ministers;  in  which  it  is  to  be  wished  he  had  succeeded, 
as  well  as  in  that  of  furnishing  each  Secretary  with  a 
house,  a  thing  that  seems  to  be  much  called  for,  since 
most  of  our  Secretaries  are  obliged  by  their  position,  to 
receive  almost  as  much  company  as  the  President,  and 
the  furniture  and  rent  of  a  house  is  with  tiieir  uncertain 
tenure  of  office,  a  serious  burden  upon  many. 

Another  plan  was  to  give  each  state  a  square  of 
ground,  to  ornament  in  such  a  manner  as  they  chose,  either 
by  houses  for  members,  or  obelisks  to  its  representatives 
who  should  die  at  the  scat  of  government. 

The  State  of  Virginia  made  a  donation  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars  towards  the  public  buildings, 
and  Maryland  seventy-two  thousand  dollars.  This  was 
soon  exhausted. 
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It  is  a  fact  not  generally  known,  and  evidence  of  the 
intense  anxiety  Washington  felt  in  tiie  matter,  that  when 
all  other  resources  failed,  he  made  a  personal  application 
to  the  legislature  of  Maryland  for  a  loan  ;  and  the  letter 
written  on  this  occasion  is  remarkable  for  its  terseness 
and  propriety,  and  disregard  of  mere  etiquette  ;  for  it 
seems  that  the  Attorney  General  advised  against  its  bein^r 
sent,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  usual  for  the  President 
to  correspond,  except  through  certain  officers. 

The  legislature  of  Maryland  granted  the  loan  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  on  the  strength  of  this  letter 
and  the  personal  security  of  the  commissioners,  a  fact 
showing  at  how  low  an  ebb  the  credit  of  the  government 
had  arrived,  since  they  were  not  willing  to  trust  the  na- 
tion alone.  Washington  was  not  destined  to  see  Congress 
seated  in  the  capital,  which  in  one  of  his  letters  he  speaks 
of  as  one  of  the  events  he  most  earnestly  prayed  for. 
He  died  on  the  14th  of  December,  1799;  Congress  assem- 
bled there  in  1800.  x\ll  the  speeches  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  allude  to  the  city  that  bears  his  name  as  one  of 
his  monuments  which  it  should  be  the  duty  and  pleasure 
of  Congress  to  embellish  and  improve  according  to  his 
wishes. 

With  regard  to  the  progress  of  the  city  since  that 
time,  it  must  be  confessed,  that  the  city  has  not  progressed 
in  the  rapid  ratio  which  its  founders  so  sanguinely  pre- 
dicted. Although  they  may  not  have  anticipated  any 
thing  to  compare  with  the  magnificence  and  luxury  which 
in  many  of  the  European  courts  have  almost  sufficed  to 
build  up  a  city ;  yet  they  probably  overrated  the  attrac- 
tions of  the  government  and  Congress. 

The  greatest  drawback  upon  the  prosperity  of  the 
place,  has  been  the  enormous  debt  contracted  in  order  to 
carry  out  the  plan  of  its  founders  for  connecting  the  Poto- 
mac and  Ohio  rivers.  The  main  burden  has,  however, 
been  removed  and  with  the  completion  of  the  canal  as  far 
2* 
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as  the  coal   regions,  it  is   hoped   that  a  new  element  of 
prosperity  will  be  introduced. 

With  regard  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  just  organ- 
ized, it  was  remarked  that  if  half  the  plans  are  fulfilled, 
the  effect  must  be,  sooner  or  later,  to  concentrate  in 
Washington  one  of  the  largest  and  best  collections  in  the 
country,  of  books,  apparatus  and  other  facilities  for  the 
prosecution  of  investigations  in  science  and  art,  giving  an 
interest  to  the  place  throughout  the  year  for  other  attrac- 
tions besides  those  of  a  mere  political  metropolis,  and 
attracting  thither  as  citizens  a  class  of  men  who  will  give 
more  of  permanence  and  tone  to  its  shifting  society. 

In  all  other  points  of  view,  in  relation  to  health, 
expense  and  habits  of  living,  and  accessibility,  the  judg- 
ment of  its  founders  has  been  fully  confirmed. 

It  can  never  become  a  £rreat  citv  in  the  ordinarv 
sense  of  the  term,  that  is  to  say,  it  can  never  be  the  seat 
of  a  very  heavy  commerce,  and  consequently  of  long  rows 
of  warehouses  and  striking  contrasts  between  the  extremes 
of  wealth*  and  poverty  ;  but  it  may  become  a  place  for 
the  cultivation  of  that  political  union,  and  that  social 
intercourse  which  more  than  any  thing  else  unbends  the 
sterner  feelings  of  our  nature  and  dispels  all  sectional 
prejudices.  Its  prosperity  will  be  no  unfit  emblem  of  the 
progress  of  our  republic ;  for  it  is  now  occupied  in  about 
the  same  proportion  with  our  extended  territory,  and  every 
sensible  increase  to  the  population  of  the  union,  adds  a 
mite  to  that  of  this  city,  since  it  augments  the  machinery 
of  government." 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  paper,  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  voted  to  Mr.  Varnum,  and  a  copy  requested 
for  the  archives. 
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STATED  MEETING,  FEBRUARY  2,  1847. 


Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice  President  in  the 
Chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  read  a  note  from 
the  Abbe  Carmelo  Allegro,  of  Messina,  dated  24th  Septem- 
ber, 1846,  presenting  to  the  Society,  through  Mi*.  Sherwood, 
U.  S.  Consul,  several  pamphlets  published  in  Palermo 
and  Messina. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  reported  his 
correspondence  since  the  last  meeting. 

1.  From  Henry  C.  Van  Schaack,  Esq.,  dated  Manlius, 
26th  January,  1847,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  Society  accepting  his  donation  of  the 
portraits  of  Colonel  and  Madame  Schuyler,  stating  that 
the  same  would  be  forwarded  by  express — and  communi- 
cating an  extract  from  a  letter  respecting  their  authen- 
ticity, from  Mrs.  Margaret  B.  Smith,  widow  of  the  late 
Richard  L.  Smith,  Esq.,  of  Auburn. 

2.  From  Hon.  J.  G.  Palfrey,  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  dated  January  28,  1S47, 
acknowledging  his  election  as  a  corresponding  member, 
and  accompanied  by  three  discourses  delivered  by  that 
gentleman. 

3.  From  G.  C.  Monell,  Cor.  Secretary  of  the'Newburrfi 
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Historical  Society,  proposing  for  corresponding  member- 
ship the  Hon.  S.  W.  Eager,  and  P.  F.  Hann,  Esq.,  of 
Newburgh. 

4.  The  Newark  Daily  Advertiser  of  Jan.  28,  contain- 
ing the  official  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  New  Jersey 
Historical  Society  at  their  quarterly  meeting  at  Trenton, 
Jan.  21. 

5.  An  Address  before  the  Vermont  Historical  Society, 
by  Prof.  Butler. 

The  Secretary  also  reported  that  since  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Society,  he  had  officially  notified  of  their  election, 
all  the  gentlemen  then  elected  resident  or  corresponding 
members,  and  had  sent  to  the  latter,  the  circular  sometime 
since  prepared,  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  So- 
ciety. That  he  had  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  enclosing  a  duplicate  of  the 
memorial,  under  the  seal  of  the  Society,  praying  for  a 
grant  of  the  legislative  documents  of  that  State,  and  ac- 
companied by  a  package  of  bulletins,  etc.,  for  the  State 
Library,  and  had  also  addressed  a  letter  upon  the  same 
subject,  with  a  similar  package,  to  Edward  D.  Ingraham, 
Esq.,  of  Philadelphia. 

The  Librarian  announced  the  following  additions  to  the 
Library : 

BY  DONATION. 

Essays  for  Summer  Hours,  by  Charles  Lanman,  2d  ed.  12mo. 
Boston,  1842.— Gift  of  the  Author. 

Legislative  Documents,  Reports,  Abstracts,  &c,  for  the  year 
1845  ?6. — Gift  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

Discourse  delivered  before  the  Maine  Historical  Society,  at  its 
annual  meeting,  Sept.  0,  1840.  By  George  Folsom.  8vo.  Port- 
land, 1S37 .—Gift  of  the  Author. 

A  Collection  of  New  Year's  Addresses,  &c,  of  the  Connecticut 
Courant. — Gift  of  the  Librarian. 

An  Eulogy  on  the  Life  and  Character  of  John  Marshall,  C.  J.  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uniud  States,  Philadelphia,  Sept.  24, 
1843.  By  Horace  Binney.  Svo.  Philadelphia,  1335. — Gift  of  E. 
D.  Ingraham. 
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Minutes  of  the  Provincial  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Or- 
ganization to  the  Termination  of  the  Proprietary  Government, 
published  by  the  State.  3  vols.  8vo.  Harrisburg,  1338  '40. — 
Gift  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Pa. 

The  Anti-Masonic  Review  and  Magazine,  etc.  By  Henry  Dana 
Ward.  8vo.  New  York,  1828.— Gift  of  Henry  Gassctt,  of 
Boston. 

Address  delivered  at  the  N.  Y.  Institution  for  the  instruction  of 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Dec.  2,  1840,  etc.  By  Harvey  P.  Peer. 
8vo.     New  York,  1847.— Gift  of  the  Author. 

New  Haven  Harbor,  founded  upon  a  Trigonometrical  Survey, 
under  the  direction  of  F.  R.  Hassler,  Superintendent  of  the  Sur- 
vey of  the  Coast  of  the  United  States,  etc.  published  in  1846. — 
Gift  of  Prosper  M.  Wetmore. 

Little  Egg  Harbor,  founded  upon  a  Trigonometrical  Survey,  etc. 
published  in  L846. — Gift  of  the  same. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  presented 
and  read  a  report  from  that  Committee  upon  the  nomina- 
tions referred  to  them,  recommending  the  following 
candidates,  who  were  thereupon  elected. 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

Rev.  Alexander  McWhorter,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Dr.  Zina  Pitcher,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Edward  A.  Crowninshield,  Boston. 

Rev.  William  B.  Sprague,  D.  D.  Albany. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

Silas  Holmes,  Charles  Lanman, 

Rev,  Lott  Jones,  William  T.  Porter, 

Major  Chauncey  Bush,    Thomas  Boyd,  Jr. 
Rev.  James  Roosevelt  Bayley. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
the  following  gentlemen  were  declared  to  be  of  the  classes 
of  membership  named  below  : 
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HONORARY  MEMBERS. 

Martin  Van  Buren,  Daniel  Webster, 

Ambrose  Spencer. 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

J.  Holmes  Agnew,  George  Case, 

Gouverneur  Morris,  S.  S.  Osgood. 

LIFE  MEMBERS. 

Thomas  Brown,  John  C.  Hamilton, 

Gouverneur  M.  Wilkins,     Gabriel  Furman. 

p  '  Several  nominations  for  membership  were  made,  and 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  Librarian  presented  and  read  a  letter  from  a  gen- 
tleman who  had  recently  returned  from  Yucatan,  which 
is  as  follows : 

JAMES  R.  HITCHCOCK  TO  GEORGE  GIBBS. 

New  York,  22d  January,  1847. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

During  a  recent  visit  to  Yucatan,  I  made  a  short 
trip  into  the  interior,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  ruins 
of  Uxmal,  and  on  the  way  stopping  a  short  time  at  the 
town  of  Ticul,  I  made  enquiries  concerning  the  Cura 
Carillo,  the  friend  of  our  distinguished  countryman,  John 
L.  Stephens,  Esq.,  and  was  informed  that  he  died  in  the 
month  of  April  or  May  last.  As  1  have  understood  that 
he  was  an  Honorary  Member  of  the  iSew  York  Historical 
Society,  I  judge  this  will  be  a  matter  of  interest  to  that  body 
to  whom,  if  you  desire  to  do  so,  please  communicate  it. 
The  Cura  was  a  man  deservedly  esteemed  for  his 
many  virtues  and  attainments,  and  his  memory  is  held 
in  the  highest  respect  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  grave 
is  just  outside  the  door  of  the  convent  chapel,  in  which 
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for  many  years  he  officiated,  and  to  which  I  was  con- 
ducted by  the  kindness  of  a  gentleman  who  volunteered 
to  guide  me  to  the  places  of  interest  in  the  town. 

To  inform  you  of  the  decease  of  the  Cura  Carillo  was 
the  object  I  had  in  view  when  I  sat  down  to  write  you, 
but  you  will  pardon  me  if  I  digress  so  far  as  to  speak 
brieflv  of  my  short  and  hurried  trip  to  the  wonderful  ruins 
of  Uxmal,  upon  the  invitation  of  Don  Alonzo  Manual 
Peon  and  his  brother  Don  Simon  Peon. 

It  was  in  September  that  I  saw  them,  and  owing  to  the 
heavy  rains  and  excessive  vegetation  of  that  season  of  the 
year,  my  visit  was  made  under  disadvantageous  circum- 
stances, but  still  I  had  sufficient  time  and  opportunity  to 
visit  them,  in  spite  of  some  severe  drenchings  and  other 
unavoidable  annoyances. 

By  the  kindness  of  Don  Simon  Peon,  I  had  for  a  cicerone 
"Albino,"  the  very  efficient  servant  of  Mr.  Stephens,  and 
who  accompanied  him  to  all  the  ruins  he  visited  in  Yuca- 
tan, and  whom  for  his  intelligence  Don  Simon  has  made 
Mayor  Domo  of  the  hacienda  of  Uxmal. 

I  had  Mr.  Stephens'  book  with  me,  and  as  I  visited  the 
different  ruins  was  surprised  at  the  accuracy  and  fidelity 
with  which  Mr.  Catherwood  delineated  them. 

I  first  ascended  the  pyramid,  upon  the  top  of  which  is 
the  house  of  the  Dwarf.  From  the  top  of  this  is  a  view 
of  nearly  all  the  ruins,  and  although  the  ascent  was  a 
little  difficult  and  the  descent  somewhat  dangerous,  we 
considered  ourselves  well  repaid  for  all  our  trouble.  In 
the  house  of  the  Nuns,  Albino  showed  me  a  lintel  of 
"  Sapote  Wood,"  which  he  told  me  was  taken  down  by 
the  Cura  Carillo,  and  from  which  I  took  a  piece,  which 
if  you  think  of  sufficient  interest  you  may  deposit  with  the 
Society.  It  is  curious  ;  showing  the  almost  imperishable 
nature  of  this  famous  wood.  For  although  hiowu  to  be 
over  three  hundred  years  old,  it  is  most  probably  twice 
that  age,  and  is  now  very  firm.  On  visiting  the  house  of 
the  Governor,  we  were  shown  the  apartments  occupied 
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by  Messrs.  Stephens,  Catherwood  and  Cabot  while  there. 
The  three  stones  over  which  presided  that  famous  maid 
of  all  work  Chaipi  Chi,  mentioned  by  Mr.  S.,  were  there 
yet,  and  from  the  ashes  beneath  them  we  selected 
material  to  make  a  charcoal  sketch  of  our  names  on  the 
wall,  following  the  example  of  some  score  of  other  ambi- 
tious persons  who  had  preceded  us,  but  of  all,  we  saw  but 
one  name  in  English,  and  that  was  John  Fletcher,  JVI.  A., 
Oxford,  England,  June,  1S45. 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  interest  with  which  I 
viewed  these  ruins, — their  magnitude,  with  the  great  evi- 
dence of  art  in  their  construction,  proves  not  only  a  dense 
population  to  have  existed  at  the  time  of  their  erection, 
but  a  degree  of  civilization  far  removed  from  that  exhibited 
by  their  degenerate  descendants.  It  would  be  folly  for 
me  to  give  more  than  my  impressions  concerning  these 
interesting  matters,  as  no  one  can  add  interest  to  a  subject 
already  so  ably  treated  by  Mr.  Stephens. 

I  commenced  this  trip  at  Merida,  and  on  my  return 
near  Halacho  I  saw  for  miles  the  remains  of  ancient  ruins, 
and  apparently  of  far  greater  age  than  those  of  Uxmal. 
The  buildings  were  prostrate,  but  enough  remained  to 
prove  them  not  only  large  in  dimensions,  but  of  good  design. 

Fragments  of  large  columns  and  sculptured  stone  work 
were  abundant  in  many  places. 

Few  of  our  countrymen  have  visited  Yucatan,  and  in 
truth  there  is  little  of  interest  there  to  visit,  but  to  those 
fond  of  antiquarian  research,  few  countries  present  a 
greater  field.  Probably  not  one  half  of  the  ancient  ruins 
of  the  country  have  vet  been  discovered,  the  inhabitants 
being  perfectly  indifferent  on  the  subject,  and  from  whom 
you  can  get  little  information  as  to  their  whereabouts. 

While  I  was  in  the  country,  a  very  interesting  discove- 
ry was  made  of  an  ancient  building  in  the  city  of  Isamal, 
where  it  had  been  hidden  from  the  time  of  the  conquest 
of  the  country  by  the  Spaniards. 

It  is  supposed,  that  at  the  time  the  Spaniards  invaded 
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the  country,  the  aborigines  to  preserve  their  sacred  build- 
ings and  temples,  hid  them  from  sight  by  covering  them 
with  earth,  causing  them  to  resemble  mounds,  which 
being  soon  overrun  with  vegetation  would  escape  close 
observation. 

It  being  necessary  lately  to  remove  one  of  these  mounds 
in  the  city  of  Isamal,  it  was  discovered  to  contain  in  the 
interior,  a  building  of  handsome  cut  stone,  containing 
many  apartments,  the  walls  of  which  were  painted  with 
figures  of  men  and  animals,  the  colors  of  which  were 
apparently  as  bright  as  though  just  laid  on.  I  obtained 
this  information  from  a  gentleman  who  visited  this  ancient 
building  in  October  last,  at  which  time  the  building  was 
not  all  uncovered,  and  the  intention  of  the  people  was  to 
open  some  others  there  as  soon  as  they  had  exposed  fully 
to  view  the  one  they  were  engaged  upon. 

Travellers  in  Yucatan  may  rely  upon  rather  poor  accom- 
modations in  travelling  through  the  unfrequented  parts 
and  small  towns,  but  in  cities  and  large  towns  they  will 
fare  very  well. 

In  no  country  in  the  world,  can  any  one  travel  so  securely, 
a  highway  robbery  being  a  term  unknown  in  the  vocabu- 
lary of  the  people  ;  while  the  expense  is  trifling  compared 
with  any  other  region. 

The  people  are  simple  hearted,  kind  and  hospitable  to 
a  degree,  but  they  are  indolent  and  lack  firmness  and 
decision  of  character  universally,  or  they  would  not  sub- 
mit to  be  kept  in  turmoil  and  trouble  by  a  few  turbulent 
spirits. 

Naturally  very  peaceably  inclined  and  averse  to  political 
revolutions,  it  is  yet  too  weighty  a  matter  for  them  to  take 
in  hand  the  correction  of  these  domestic  troubles,  and  by 
putting  down  these  factious  men  secure  their  permanent 
tranquillity. 

I  have  already  extended  this  letter  to  a  greater  length 
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than  was  my  intention,  and  although  somewhat  prolix,  1 
hope  it  may  not  prove  devoid  of  interest. 

Your  friend. 

P.  S.  I  would  add  that  in  whatever  part  of  the  country 
I  happened  to  be,  Messrs.  Stephens,  Catherwood  and 
Cabot  were  enquired  about  and  with  much  interest.  Mr. 
Stephens  is  often  spoken  of,  and  his  book  gave  great 
satisfaction. 

A  series  of  Meteorological  Observations  taken  at  Merida 
during  the  months  of  August,  September,  October  and 
November,  1846,  and  a  grammar  of  the  Maya  language 
by  the  Friar  Joachin  Ruz,  accompanied  the  communica- 
tion, together  with  a  fragment  of  the  Sapote  wood,  refer- 
red in  the  letter,  taken  from  the  "  House  of  the  Nuns," 
at  Uxmal. 

On  motion  of  the  Librarian,  the  Maya  grammar  and  the 
Meteorological  Observations,  were  referred  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society. 

The  Librarian  also  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  that  the  Society  have  heard  with  regret  the 
death  of  the  Cura  Carillo  of  Ticul,  in  Yucatan,  an  hono- 
rary member  of  the  Society,  and  a  gentleman  to  whom 
American  travellers  in  that  country  have  been  under 
so  great  obligation. 

Prof.  Cyrus  Mason  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Theodore 
Keese  of  this  city,  presenting  a  curious  document  in  the 
handwriting  of  Gen.  Seth  Pomeroy,  being  an  estimate  of 
expenses  for  a  family  of  eight  to  ten  persons,  including 
"  help,"  just  one  hundred  years  ago.  It  is  dated  North- 
ampton, Jan.  11,  1747-S. 

Prof.  Morris  stated  that  the  fossil,  so  called,  referred  to 
in  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  had  been  examined  by 
a  committee  of  the  Lyceum  of  Natural  History  in  this  city, 
and  presented  a  copy  of  their  report. 
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Prof.  Mason  road  the  Ss§t  part  of  a  paper  on  the 
"History  of  Taxation  in  Fiance.,  England  and  America." 

After  briefly  tracing  the  origin  and  progress  of  taxation 
in  the  nomadic  and  feudal  tribes,  the  Professor  de- 
duced the  history  of  modern  taxation  from  the  decline 
of  the  feudal  system  and  the  origin  of  standing  armies, 
for  the  support  of  which  the  military  tax  of  France  was 
levied  on  the  common  people,  who  were  excused  from 
military  service.  This  tax  which  was  not  levied  on  the 
nobility  or  clergy,  become  gradually  the  dependence  of 
the  government  for  civil  purposes.  And  hence  this  par- 
tial and  heavy  burden  became  extremely  odious  to  the 
common  people,  and  was  a  prominent  cause  of  the 
revolution. 

He  then  proceeded  to  trace  the  origin  and  progress  o 
the  several  great  and  partial  taxes  of  England — the  royal 
monopolies,  the  protective  tariffs,  the  tithes,  the  corn-laws 
and  the  poor-laws.  He  delineated  the  course  and  the 
results  of  the  great  controversies  which  have  agitated  the 
public  mind  concerning  each  of  these  taxes ;  and  showed 
the  tendency  in  each  case  toward  freedom  of  action  and 
equality  of  public  burdens.  He  forcibly  illustrated  the 
position  that  "taxation  and  representation"  had  ever 
been  inseparable  in  the  English  mind  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic  ;  and  that  the  same  causes  which  induced  the 
English  revolution  of  16S8,  led  also  to  our  revolution  in 
1776. 

In  a  rapid  sketch  of  the  national  debt,  the  Professor 
disclosed  its  origin  and  portrayed  the  insidious  means  by 
which  this  hereditary  tax  was  imposed  upon  the  nation  ; 
and  dwelt  particularly  upon  its  degrading  and  depressing 
effect  on  the  people  at  large,  and  on  the  prospective 
greatness  of  the  nation. 

The  Professor  then  passed  to  a  review  of  the  objects  for 
which  taxes  have  been  at  different  periods  levied,  and 
mode  of  their  collection  by  direct  and  indirect  means. 
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And  concluded  by  a  striking  contrast  between  England, 
which  has  always  taxed  severely  for  the  support  of  reli- 
gion, to  the  utter  neglect  of  the  education  of  the  mass, 
and  America,  which  has  left  religion  to  its  own  support, 
but  providing  amply  for  the  education  of  the  people. 

The  history7  of  taxation  in  America,  was  reserved  for 
another  occasion. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  paper,  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  voted  to  Prof.  Mason,  and  a  copy  requested 
for  preservation  among  the  archives.. 
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STATED  MEETING,  MARCH  2,  1847. 


The  Hon.  Luther  Bradisii,  First  Vice  President,  in 
the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  reported  the  fol- 
lowing letters  received  by  him  since  the  last  meeting,  viz  : 

From  Sir  John  W.  Herschell,  London,  Dec.  10,  1S46, 
acknowledging  his  election  as  an  honorary  member. 

From  Richard  Gardner,  London,  Feb.  3,  1S47,  ac- 
knowledging his  election  as  a  corresponding  member. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  reported,  that 
since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  he  had  notified  of 
their  election  as  honorary,  corresponding,  resident  and  life 
members,  the  gentlemen  elected  in  these  departments  at 
the  monthly  meeting  in  February  ;  and  that  he  had  re- 
ceived letters  and  documents  as  follows. 

1.  From  the  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  dated  at  Washing- 
ton, acknowledging  his  election  as  an  honorary  member 
of  the  Society,  and  his  readiness  to  advance  its  honorable 
and  useful  objects. 

2.  From  Hon.  George  Case  of  New  Rochelle,  West- 
chester county,  dated  February  16th,  1S47,  acknowledging 
his  election  as  a  corresponding  member. 

3.  From  A.  McWhorter  of  New  Haven,  Cl,  February 
16th,  to  the  same  effect. 

3* 
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4.  From  William  A.  Whitehead,  Esquire,  of  Newark, 
March  1st,  enclosing  a  proof  copy  of  the  engraved  portrait 
of  Lord  Stirling,  which  will  be  given  in  the  forthcoming 
volume  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society. 

5.  From  Taliaferro  P.  Shaffher,  Louisville,  Ky.,  Feb- 
ruary 14th,  Secretary  and  Librarian  of  the  Kentucky 
Historical  Society,  in  regard  to  the  present  condition  of 
that  institution  ;  stating  that  it  continues  to  prosper;  that 
it  has  its  regular  meetings  in  the  city  of  Louisville  ;  a 
library  of  about  three  thousand  volumes  ;  forty  active 
members  and  about  one  hundred  honorary  members. 

That  they  have  succeeded  in  procuring  the  passage  of 
a  law,  by  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  forward  to  each  State  Historical  Socie- 
ty, that  shall  desire  the  same,  in  the  United  States,  a  copy 
of  the  acts,  journals  and  public  documents,  published  by 
authority  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  that  the  books 
intended  for  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  will  be 
forwarded  by  the  Kentucky  Historical  Society,  by  the 
first  opportunity. 

6.  From  the  Maryland  Historical  Society,  a  printed  re- 
port of  the  proceedings  at  the  annual  meeting  on  the  5th 
February,  with  the  report  of  the  President  on  the  condi- 
tion and  prospects  of  the  institution.  From  this  report,  it 
appears  that  the  library  embraces  twelve  hundred 
volumes,  of  which  three  hundred  volumes  with  various 
maps  and  pamphlets  have  been  added  during  the  last 
year,  and  also  valuable  portraits  of  Charles  Carroll  of 
Carollton  and  Colonel  John  Eager  Howard.  During  the 
same  period,  a  sufficient  sum  has  been  contributed  for 
the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  joint  occupation  of  the 
Society  and  the  Baltimore  Library  Company,  which  is  to 
be  completed  in  November  next,  and  the  President  con- 
gratulates the  members  that  before  the  expiration  of  the 
present  year,  they  will  be  under  their  own  roof,  where 
ample  security  will  be  provided  for  even  the  most  precious 
of  manuscripts,  books,  portraits  or  productions  of  the 
fine  arts. 
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7.  From  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  their 
eighth  bulletin  containing  papers  relative  to  the  battle  of 
the  Brandywine,  supplementary  to  the  accounts  of  the 
battle  by  Joseph  Townsend,  lately  published  by  the 
society. 

The  proceedings  of  the  society  show  large  recent 
additions  to  their  collection  of  manuscript  letters  of  the 
time  of  the  revolution.  They  propose  memorializing  the 
Legislature  in  respect  to  the  publication  of  documents  in 
the  State  Archives,  and  have  themselves  appropriated 
some  monies  to  obtain  copies  of  state  papers  now  in 
England. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  further  stated 
that  he  had  received  no  reply  to  the  letters  written  by 
him,  as  mentioned  in  his  last  report,  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  copies  of  the  Legislative  documents  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  that  various  documents  and  maps  addressed 
to  him  had  been  handed  to  the  Librarian  to  whose 
department  they  properly  belonged. 

The  Secretary  also  read  a  communication  from  the 
President  as  follows  : 

ALBERT  GALLATIN  TO  JOHN  JAY,  SECRETARY. 

57  Bleecker  Street,  17th  Feb.  1S47. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  herewith  return  the  papers  referred  to  me  by  a 
resolution  of  the  Historical  Society  of  the  2nd  of  this 
month.  The  Maya  Grammar  alone  came  within  the 
scope  of  my  former  researches  ;  and  as  it  is  written  in  the 
Maya  language,  it  would  be  a  work  of  great  labor  to  ex- 
tract what  may  be  intelligible,  and  compare  it  with  that 
of  Beltram,  one  of  the  best  Indian  grammars  which  has 
been  published.  I  ma}7  add  that  the  copy  of  this  in  the 
library  of  the  Historical  Society,  is  very  valuable,  on  ac- 
count of  the  manuscript  marginal  notes  of  the  author,  in 
which  he  retracts  or  modifies  some  rules  in  the  text,  which 
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further  researches  had  shown  him  to  be  erroneous.  His 
work  bears  throughout  the  impress  of  a  truth-seeker,  who 
has  himself  tried  to  deduce  the  grammatical  rules  from 
the  spoken  language.  Whether  the  grammar  of  Joachin 
Ruz  is  entitled  to  the  same  praise,  or  whether  he  may  not 
have  attempted  to  simplify  and  regulate  that  spoken  lan- 
guage in  a  manner  better  adapted  to  religious  instruction, 
I  cannot  say.  His  grammar,  as  stated  by  him,  is  a  trans- 
lation, or  on  the  model  of  the  grammar  of  D.  Diego 
Narciso  Herraz  y  Quiros,  written  in  Spanish,  and  pub- 
lished at  Madrid  in  the  year  183S.  Those  who  may  wish 
to  pursue  the  enquiry  should  procure  this  work.  As  to 
myself,  my  advanced  age  and  the  state  of  my  health 
during  the  last  nine  months,  forbid  any  hope  of  ever  being 
able  to  pursue  any  farther  my  philological  researches, 
such  as  they  were  ;  and  I  must  leave  the  subject  to  younger 
and  abler  men. 

For  the  same  reason,  I  embrace  this  opportunity  t( 
transmit  a  large  manuscript,  Maya  vocabulary,  given  by 
Don  Juan  Pio  Perez,  to  our  distinguished  countryman, 
Mr.  John  L.  Stephens,  and  which  he  directed  to  be  de- 
posited in  the  library  of  the  Historical  Society,  after  I 
had  made  such  use  of  it  as  I  could.  The  enclosed  trans- 
lation into  Maya,  by  the  same  Joachin  Ruz,  of  a  religious 
book,  which  I  find  in  my  library,  probably  proceeds  from 
the  same  source. 

The  Mexican  and  the  Maya  are  the  two  languages  of 
North  America  which  were  most  extensively  spoken. 
Maya,  properly  speaking,  is  the  name  of  the  language  of 
Yucatan,  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  through  that  extensive 
province,  there  was  but  one  single  dialect,  which  was 
also  that  of  Tobasco.  In  alluding  to  its  extensive  range, 
I  include  under  the  name  all  the  other  lanofuaofes  which, 
from  their  vocabularies,  evidently  belong  to  the  same 
stock  or  family.  Amongst  these  are  the  Chiapas,  and 
the  eighteen  or  more  Indian  dialects  of  the  State  of  Guati- 
mala,  and  of  the  sea  shores  of  Honduras,   as  far  as  the 
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Mosquito  shore  ;  but  it  must  not  be  inferred  that  the 
Guatimala  dialects  are  derived  from  the  Maya  of  Yucatan, 
as  it  is  not  improbable  that  Yucatan  was  peopled  by  a 
colony  from  Guatimala.  To  that  same  family  belongs 
also  the  Huasteca  spoken  in  the  Province  of  that  name,  on 
and  near  the  Rio  Panuco,  and  including  Tampico.  This 
district,  which  had  not  been  subjugated  by  the  Mexicans, 
was  along  the  Atlantic,  the  most  northern  of  the  semi- 
civilized  nations  of  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect, 

Dear  Sir,  your  very  obedient  servant. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  made  a 
report  on  the  nominations  referred  to  them  at  the  last 
meeting,  and  recommended  the  following  candidates, 
who  were  thereupon  elected. 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

Hon.  S.  W.  Eager,  Newburgh, 

J.  F.  Hann,  " 

J.  F.  Geagen  de  Rojas,  Canada. 

Don  Alonzo  Manuel  Peon,  Merida,  Yucatan. 

Rev.  Thomas  B.  Murray,  London. 

Prof.  Edward  North,  Hamilton  Coll.  N.  Y. 

Anson  J.  Upson,  "  "         " 

Prof.  James  Davie  Butler,  Norwich  University,  Vt. 

Charles  Dennison,  "  "  M 

Charles  Ewer,  Boston. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

H.  B.  Loomis,  Salem  T.  Russell, 

Eben  Goodwin. 

Mr.  Bradish  read  a  note  from  Mr.  Benjamin  P.  John- 
son, Secretary  of  the  N.  Y.  State  Agricultural  Society 
presenting  to  the  society  a  pamphlet,  entitled  "  Observa- 
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tions  on  the  Commerce  of  the  American  States,"  by  Lord 
Sheffield,  printed  in  London,  17S3. 

Dr.  F.  Campbell  Stewart  presented  and  read  an  auto- 
graph letter  of  General  Washington,  addressed  to  Samuel 
Griffin,  dated  "  Camp  above  Trenton  Falls,  24th  Dec. 
1776." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  F.  M.  Wetmore,  thanks  were  voted 
to  Mr.  Theodore  Keese,  for  the  MS.  of  the  late  General 
Pomeroy  of  Northampton,  presented  at  the  last  meeting. 

Mr.  Wetmore  called  attention  to  a  publication  recently 
commenced  in  Philadelphia,  by  Mr.  John  Jay  Smith,  and 
Mr.  John  F.  Watson,  the  first  number  of  which  he  laid 
upon  the  table  for  examination.  The  object  of  this  publi- 
cation is  to  reproduce,  by  the  anastatic  process^  interest- 
ing documents,  engravings,  &c. 

Dr.  Chandler  R.  Gilrnan  read  a  paper  on  the  "  Defeat 
of  General  St.  Clair  in  1791." 

"  The  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  northwest 
frontier  after  the  peace  of  'S3,  was  exceedingly  perilous, 
and  the  treaties  of  peace  concluded  with  the  Indians 
rather  increased  than  diminished  these  perils,  encouraging 
emigration  and  thus  multiplying  the  chances  of  conflict, 
and  the  sources  of  irritation.  Every  white  emigrant  was 
looked  on  bv  the  Indians  as  a  new  enemy,  every  settle- 
ment a  new  offence.  These  hostile  feelings  were  foment- 
ed by  the  agents  of  the  authorities  in  Canada  ;  with  these 
and  other  elements  of  strife  on  the  frontier  occasional 
collisions  could  not  but  happen,  and  the  first  blow  struck, 
retaliation  followed,  outrage  succeeded  outrage  till  hos- 
tilities became  general.  In  vain  were  the  agents  of  the 
general  government  despatched  on  missions  of  peace  to 
the  different  tribes  ;  their  efforts  were  frustrated  ere  well 
begun  by  the  conduct  o(  the  frontier's  men,  till  even  tribes 
at  first  friendly,  were  driven  by  the  simplest  principles 
of  self  defence  to  unite  against  the  whites.  Peace  being 
unattainable,   the    administration  prepared  "to  prosecute 
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the  war  with  vigor.  With  this  view  St  Clair,  then  govern- 
or of  the  North  West  Territory,  bj  requisition  dated  July  3  5, 
1790,  called  on  the  states  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  for 
fifteen  hundred  levies,  to  assemble  early  in  September  and 
move  from  Fort  Washington  on  the  1st  October.  Thi3 
requisition  was  reluctantly  and  imperfectly  obeyed.  Few 
troops  were  obtained  from  Pennsylvania,  and  those  from 
Virginia  were  of  the  worst  material  and  in  the  worst 
spirit,  badly  armed  and  worse  olhcered.  General  Har- 
mar,  under  whose  command  the  expedition  was  placed, 
left  Fort  Washing-ton  on  the  30th  October  for  the  Miami 
towns.  The  expedition  was  disastrously  unsuccessful, 
and  Harmar  returned  to  the  river  on  the  4th  November, 
having  lost  a  large  proportion  of  his  regulars  and  many 
militia,  and  effected  absolutely  nothing.  During  the  suc- 
ceeding winter  and  spring,  the  whole  frontier  was  lined 
by  war  parties,  many  of  the  smaller  settlements  cut  off, 
and  property  to  a  very  large  amount  destroyed.  The 
necessity  of  further  effort  was  apparent,  but  though  this 
necessity  was  strongly  urged  upon  Congress,  it  was  not 
till  the  very  last  day  of  the  session,  that  an  act  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontier  was  past.  By  it,  the  President 
was  authorized  to  raise  one  regiment  of  regulars  and  two 
thousand  militia.  General  Arthur  St.  Clair  was  appointed 
to  command  the  new  expedition,  and  Richard  Butler  of 
New  Hampshire  his  second,  with  the  rank  of  brinndier 
general.  Both  these  appointments  were  unfortunate,  that 
of  St.  Clair  especially  so.  He  was  generally  disliked  and 
distrusted  by  the  people  of  the  west,  who  complained 
very  justly  that  competent  and  popular  men  familiar  with 
Indian  warfare,  were  neglected  in  favor  of  a  superannu- 
ated martinet.  As  a  peace  offering  to  these  irritated 
feelings,  the  people  of  Kentucky  were  allowed  to  under- 
take two  expeditions  under  leaders  of  their  own  choice, 
and  conduct  them  in  their  own  favorite  mode  of  warfare. 
The  first  of  these  under  General  Charles  Scott  left  the 
Ohio  river  on  the  15th  May,  '91,  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
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strong.  In  nine  days  having  marched  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles,  they  reached  the  Wabash  towns,  several  of  the 
largest  of  which  were  destroyed,  and  Scott  returned  to  the 
Ohio  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man.  A  second  expedi- 
tion under  Lt.  Col.  afterwards  General  James  Wilkinson, 
left  Fort  Washington  on  the  1st  of  August,  and  after 
encountering  great  difficulties  from  the  broken  country 
and  swollen  streams,  reached  the  Wabash  and  with  little 
resistance  destroyed  two  towns  and  cut  up  five  Hundred 
acres  of  corn  in  the  milk.  Wilkinson  too  returned  to  the 
Ohio  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man.  Although  these 
expeditions  were  thus  completely  successful,  yet  their 
influence  on  the  more  important  effort  to  be  made  under 
St.  Clair  was  undoubted!}7  bad.  The  people  of  the  west 
contrasting  the  success  of  Scott  and  Wilkinson  with  the 
failure  of  Harmar,  were  confirmed  in  their  preference  for 
their  own  men  and  their  own  mode  of  warfare.  They 
looked  forward  to  the  expedition  of  St.  Clair  as  certain 
to  terminate  in  failure,  if  not  in  disgrace.  While  such 
feelings  j;>ervaded  the  community,  the  raising  of  volunteers 
was  of  course  out  of  the  question,  and  wmen  resort  was 
had  to  drafting,  the  force,  as  in  the  case  of  Harmar,  was 
of  the  very  worst  character.  Indeed  so  unpopular  was 
the  service,  that  when  the  men  were  at  last  enrolled,  not 
a  sinlge  general  officer  could  be  found  west  of  the  moun- 
tains willing  to  command  them,  and  the  whole  force  was 
of  necessity  placed  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Oldham,  a  brave  man  but  entirely  without  experience  as 
a  field  officer. 

While  St.  Clair  was  encountering  these  difficulties  at 
the  west,  the  most  unaccountable  and  mischievous  delays 
occurred  at  the  east.  There  seems  to  have  been  great 
neglect  in  the  quartermaster  general's  department,  es- 
pecially in  providing  means  of  transportation. 

Butler  too  wasted  much  valuable  time  in  western 
Pennsylvania.  The  result  of  all  this  was  that  while  the 
instructions  of  St.  Clair  had  promised  that  at  least  three 
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thousand  men  should  rendezvous  at  Fort  Washington,  as 
early  as  the  1st  July,  the  fbrce  did  not  assemble  till  the 
20th  September,  and  then  consisted  of  but  two  thousand 
three  hundred  rank  and  file  ;  and  these  ill-armed,  undisci- 
plined and  utterly  unworthy  the  name  of  soldiers.  At 
the  head  of  this  force,  inadequate  as  it  confessedly  was, 
St.  Clair  felt  compelled  by  the  power  of  public  opinion  to 
take  the  field.  He  left  Fort  Washington  on  the  4th  Octo- 
ber, directing  his  course  to  the  Miami  rapids.  On  the 
12th,  having  made  tbrty-four  miles,  he  reached  a  position 
which  he  judged  favorable  for  the  construction  of  a  small 
fort,  to  form  one  of  that  chain  which  was  relied  on  as  a 
chief  means  of  securing  the  permanent  control  of  the 
country.  The  building  of  the  fort  delayed  him  till  the 
24th  of  October;  he  then  started  on  his  final  destination. 
His  force  was  now  reduced  to  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  men,  and  every  mile's  advance  showed  the 
unreliable  character  of  his  sullen  and  discontented  army. 
Desertions  had  been  from  the  first  frequent,  but  now  a 
new  difficulty  arose.  The  troops  had  enlisted  for  six 
months ;  the  time  of  not  a  few  of  them  expired,  and  not- 
withstanding the  efforts  of  St.  Clair,  many  demanded  and 
not  a  few  received  their  discharge.  The  army  continued 
however  to  advance,  though  very  slowly,  till  the  31st, 
when  sixty  of  the  Kentucky  levies  deserted  in  a  body. 
St.  Clair  immediately  despatched  Colonel  Ilamtramck 
with  the  first  regiment  in  pursuit,  and  himself  with  the 
second  regiment  and  the  levies  continued  his  progress. 
On  the  3d,  late  in  the  evening,  he  reached  the  banks  of 
a  small  stream,  which  St.  Clair  supposed  to  be  a  branch 
of  the  Maumee,  but  which  in  fact  was  a  tributary  of  the 
Wabash.  Here  he  resolved  to  await  the  return  of  Ham- 
tramck,  and  to  occupy  his  time  in  erecting  a  small  field 
work,  to  contain  the  knapsacks  and  every  article  of 
superfluous  baggage,  so  that  the  army  might  make  a 
rapid  advance  on  the  Maumee  towns,  supposed  to  be 
distant  about  fifteen  miles.  The  order  of  encampment  on 
vol.  v.  4 
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this  fatal  field,  was  as  follows ;  the  militia  under  Colonel 
Oldham,  three  or  four  hundred  yards  in  advance,  and 
on  the  north  side  of  the  creek  ;  the  regulars  on  the  south  side 
in  two  lines,  the  first  resting  on  the  creek  composed  of  the 
battalions  of  Majors  Butler,  Clark  and  Pattison  ;  the  bat- 
talions of  Gaither  and  Bed  dinger  made  up  the  second 
line,  between  which  and  the  first  there  was  an  interval 
of  about  seventy  yards. 

To  guard  against  surprise,  Captain  Slough  with  a  small 
party  of  regulars,  was  thrown  in  front  of  the  militia  to  do 
outpost  duty.  As  a  further  precaution,  Colonel  Oldham 
was  directed  to  send  out,  at  least  an  hour  before  day, 
four  or  five  small  parties  in  charge  of  prudent  officers,  to 
scour  the  woods  in  front  of  his  position.  Having  by  these 
means,  secured  himself  as  lie  supposed  against  the  possi- 
bility of  a  surprise,  St.  Clair  who  was  suffering  under  a 
severe  attack  of  the  gout,  spent  the  evening  with  Major 
Ferguson  in  settling  the  details  of  the  field  work  which 
was  to  be  begun  on  the  morrow.  During  the  night,  Cap- 
tain Slough  at  the  outposts,  finding  that  large  bodies  of 
Indians  were  collecting  in  his  front,  fell  back  with  his 
patrol  and  reported  the  fact  to  General  Butler  to  whose 
division  he  was  attached.  By  a  fatal  and  most  unac- 
countable neglect  of  duty,  Butler  took  no  notice  whatever 
of  this  most  important  intelligence,  nor  did  he  communi- 
cate it  to  St.  Clair,  though  he  promised  to  do  so.  An 
hour  before  day,  the  troops  were  put  under  arms,  as  had 
been  the  constant  custom.  About  day-dawn,  Adjutant 
General  Sargent  meeting  Colonel  Oldham  within  the  lines, 
inquired  if  the  parties  ordered  out  the  evening  before  had 
been  sent.  Oldham  confessed  they  had  not,  but  promised 
it  should  be  done  as  soon  as  he  returned.  The  troops 
remained  under  arms  till  near  sunrise,  when  they  were 
dismissed  to  quarters.  Scarce  had  they  retired  and  dis- 
persed through  the  camp,  some  preparing  their  morning 
meal,  some  composing  themselves  to  their  morning  nap, 
when  a  sharp  firing  was  heard  in  front,  and  almost  at  the 
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same  moment  the  militia  dashed  across  the  creek  and 
into  the  midst  of  Butler's  line,  spreading  panic  and  con- 
fusion all  around  them.  The  Indians  followed  steadily 
but  rapidly  upon  their  heels,  pouring  a  close  and  deadly 
fire  upon  them,  and  upon  the  regulars  whom  Butler  and 
his  officers  were  endeavoring  to  form.  Among  the  first 
victims  of  this  fire,  was  the  gallant  General  himself,  who 
was  shot  through  the  body.  Several  of  his  officers  fell  at 
tbe  same  time,  and  the  troops  were  thrown  into  utter 
confusion.  Meanwhile  the  Indians,  protected  by  the 
underbrush  and  the  thick  wood,  swarmed  along  the  whole 
front  and  left  flank  of  the  line,  never  exposing  themselves, 
but  keeping  up  as  they  sprang  from  tree  to  tree,  and  from 
cover  to  cover,  a  steady,  deliberate  and  murderous  fire. 
To  escape  this,  the  militia  passing  through  the  front  line 
and  the  short  space  that  separated  it  from  the  second, 
threw  that  too  into  confusion,  and  rendered  nugatory  all 
the  efforts  which  Darke,  Beddin^er  and  Gaither  were 
making  to  restore  order,  but  the  pursuers  were  a^  alert 
as  the  pursued,  and  the  disorganized  mass  of  militia 
scarce  reached  the  second  line,  before  it  too  was  surround- 
ed in  flank  and  rear  by  the  hidden  foe,  before  whose 
unerring  aim,  the  force,  both  regular  and  irregular,  began 
rapidly  to  melt  away.  The  battle  now  raged  all  around 
the  devoted  army.  They  saw  no  enemy,  but  on  every 
side  their  camp  was  encircled  as  by  a  ring  of  fire,  for  at 
ever}*  moment,  and  from  every  tree,  and  copse  and  cover, 
the  rifle  flash  leaped  out,  and  another  and  another  gallant 
soldier  felt  his  last  wound  and  pressed  the  bloody  sod  of 
his  last  battle  field.  The  confusion  every  moment  in- 
creased ;  attempts  were  made  to  serve  the  artillery,  but 
the  men  were  shot  down  almost  as  rapidly  as  they  took 
their  places,  and  the  few  discharges  of  grape  that  were 
made  produced  no  effect  on  an  invisible  enemy.  Encour- 
aged by  their  almost  entire  impunity,  many  of  the  Indians 
now  left  cover,  and  rushed  tomahawk  in  hand  on  the  more 
exposed  portions  of  the  troops.    Sometimes  they  were  met 
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and  either  driven  back  or  slain,  the  bayonet  out-reaching 
the  tomahawk,  but  more  frequently  these  sudden  dashes 
were  successful,  and  not  a  few  of  the  troops  were  cut 
down  in  the  centre  of  the  camp. 

Seeing  that  his  men  could  make  no  effectual  resistance 
lo  an  enemy  of  whom  they  only  caught  an  occasional 
glimpse,   St.   Clair  resolved  to  try  the  effect  of  a  charge. 
Colonel   Darke,  with  such   part  of  his   force  as  could   be 
collected,  was  directed  to  charge   and   if  possible  break 
the  enemy's   line.     This  order  was  executed  with  great 
spirit,   and  was   for  a  time   perfectly  successful.      The 
enemy  gave   way,   and   were  without    difficulty  chased 
three  or  four  hundred  yards.    But  in  retreat  as  in  advance, 
they  were  seen  only  for  an  instant  at  a  time,  and  when 
Darke,  fearful  of  separating  himself  too  far  from  the  main 
body,  halted,  the  wood  along  his  front  was  instantly  a 
blaze,  and  the  fire  was  just  as  fatal  as  before.     His  posi- 
tion was  evidently  untenable,  and   he   fell  back  towards 
the  camp.     As  he  retreats,  the  enemy  advances,  and  soon 
he  is  again  with  the  main  body,  and  the  fire-circle  again 
embraces   all.     Another  charge  by  part  of  the  first  line, 
headed  by  Major    Butler,   brother  of  the  General,  was 
equally  successful  in  driving  the   enemy  a   few  hundred 
yards,  but   equally  fruitless  of  permanent  good — a  third 
by  Clark — the   same   result — again   and   again  was  this 
manoeuvre  repeated,  but  still  the  savage,  though  prompt 
to  fly  from  the  advance,    follows  quick  upon  the  retreat, 
ever  pouring  in  the  same  destructive  fire. 

The  rank  and  file  of  the  army  could  only  be  brought 
to  these  repeated  charges  by  the  utmost  exertions  of  the 
officers  ;  and  well  did  these  gallant  men  fight  out  their 
last  battle.  Forgetful  of  danger  they  exposed  themselves 
every  way  to  the  Indian  marksmen.  Major  Butler  was 
shot  through  the  thigh  on  the  first  charge  of  his  regiment, 
yet  when  the  advance  was  again  made,  he  caused  him- 
self to  be  lifted  into  the  saddle,  and  wounded  as  he  was, 
led  on  a  second  and  a  third  fruitless  charge.   .Who  can 
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read  of  this  exploit  and  not  be  reminded  of  the  day  of  Jarnac, 
where   the  heroic   Conde,  crippled  in  the  same  way,  led 
his  devoted  followers  in  a  contest  as  gallant  and,  alas,  as 
disastrous  !     The  situation   of  St.  Clair's  camp  was  now 
to  the  last  degree  desperate ;  the  troops  huddled  together 
in  one  disordered  mass,  offered  scarce  the  semblance  of 
resistance  to  an  enemy  by  whom  they  were  shot  down  or 
tomahawked  almost  at  pleasure.     It  was  now  nine  o'clock, 
the  action  had  continued  nearly  three  hours.    Four  fifths  of 
the  officers  and  near  one  half  of  the  men  were  either  killed 
or  wounded;   resistance  on  the  part  of  the  survivors  had 
nearly  ceased,  it  was  no  longer  a  fight- — but  a  butchery — to 
remain  where  they  were  was  to  give  themselves  up  a  cer- 
tain but  a   useless  sacrifice.     St.    Clair  who,  though  so 
crippled  by  the  gout  that  he  could  not  mount  a  horse  with- 
out assistance,  had  done  everything  that  courage  or  conduct 
could  do  to  restore  order  to  his  broken  lines,  saw  that  the 
only  hope  was  in  immediate  retreat.     Getting  his  men  into 
as  near  an  approach  to  order  as  possible,  he  made  a  sudden 
dash  with  the  whole  force  upon  the  enemy's  right,  which 
lay  between  the  camp  and  the  road  ;  as  usual  the  Indians 
gave  way — the  road  was   gained,  and   into  it  nearly  the 
whole   army  rushed   in   one   tumultuous    mass.      For   a 
while,   Colonel    Clark  attempted   with    his   regiment   to 
cover  the  flight,  but  he  was  soon  slain  and  his  corps  bro- 
ken up.     The  rout  was  now  complete,  the  Indians  pressed 
rapidly  on  the  frying  troops,   and  for  a  while  it  seemed 
probable    that  the   whole   army  would    be    annihilated; 
happily  the  love  of  plunder  called  off  the   Indians  when 
they  had    followed  the   chase   about    four  miles.       Still, 
though  no  longer  pursued,  the  panic  stricken  troops  would 
not  believe  themselves  safe  ;  nothing  could   arrest  their 
flight  or  prevent  them  from  throwing  away  arms,  accou- 
trements,  anything  that  impeded   them  in   the  race.     It 
was  not  till  when,  about  sunset,  they  reached  Fort  Jeffer- 
son,  that  the  officers  succeeded  in  restoring  order.     St. 
Clair  who  on  a  sorry  pack  horse  had  followed  in  the  rear 
4» 
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of  his  Hying  army,  was  one  of  the  last  to  reach  the  fort. 
Here  he  found  Major  Hamtramck  and  the  first  regiment. 
A  council  of  war  was  called,  (for  form's  sake  we  must 
believe,)  to  consider  the  question  of  advance  or  retreat. 
This  question  was  easily  decided.  The  first  regiment 
did  not  half  supply  the  actual  loss  in  killed  and  wounded. 
This  was  not  all — of  those  who  had  escaped  the  morn- 
ing's butchery,  the  greater  part  were  no  longer  soldiers, 
but  rather  a  mere  herd  of  half-armed  and  utterly  disheart- 
ened fugitives.  The  army  as  an  army  no  longer  existed, 
and  it  only  remained  to  conduct  the  disorderly  rout  as 
speedily  as  possible  to  Fort  Washington.  Leaving  his 
wounded  under  the  protection  of  a  force  at  Fort  Jefferson, 
St.  Clair  with  the  great  body  of  the  fugitives,  left  there  at 
ten  at  night.  The  march — the  flight  we  should  rather 
say,  continued  all  night,  and  next  day  till  noon,  when  they 
met  the  supply-waggons  from  Fort  Washington.  Part  of 
the  stores  St.  Clair  immediately  served  out  to  his  half- 
famished  followers,  the  rest  were  sent  under  proper  escort 
to  Fort  Jefferson,  where  they  were  most  urgently  needed. 
The  flight  continued  through  that  and  the  two  followino 
days  ;  and  on  the  third,  the  evening  of  the  Sth  November, 
the  poor  broken  relics  of  a  gallant  army  reached  Fort 
Washington. 

The  defeat  of  St.  Clair  excited  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  the  most  profound  feeling.  In  the  west,  alarm 
and  sorrow  were  mingled  with  the  bitterest  resentment ; 
and  the  unfortunate  General  was  denounced,  vilified  and 
even  personally  insulted.  In  other  quarters,  the  opponents 
of  the  national  administration  were  prompt  to  throw 
responsibility  on  the  government,  and  especially  on  Gene- 
ral Knox.  A  committee  of  Congress  was  appointed  to 
report  on  the  causes  of  defeat ;  but  their  report  exculpa- 
ting St.  Clair,  and  throwing  blame  on  the  quartermaster 
general  and  on  Butler,  produced  little  effect  on  the  public 
mind.     The  papers  and  debates  of  the  day  teem  with 
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statements  the   most  conflicting  and    opinions   the  most 
diverse. 

An  investigation  of  the  whole  matter,  and  a  careful 
comparison  of  the  various  reasonings,  can  scarce  fail  to 
lead  the  candid  enquirer  to  the  conclusion  that  the  defeat 
was  the  nearly  inevitable  result  of  a  combination  of  causes 
over  which  St.  Clair  did  not,  and  probably  could  not,  have 
exercised  any  control.  First,  among  these  causes,  must 
be  named  the  late  period  (March  3d,)  at  which  the  act 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  was  passed,  and  the  short 
term  (six  months)  for  which  the  levies  were  enlisted. 
The  faults  in  the  quartermaster  general's  department,  and 
the  fatal  and  unaccountable  delay  of  Butler  at  Fort  Pitt, 
exercised  a  disastrous  influence  oh  the  campaign,  and 
together  with  the  dissatisfied  and  almost  mutinous  spirit 
of  the  western  levies,  reduced  the  probabilities  of  success 
to  the  lowest  point  short  of  the  certainty  of  defeat.  When 
to  these  were  added  on  the  march  the  jealousies  of  the 
officers,  (especially  Butler  and  Darke,)  the  insubordination' 
of  the  troops  and  the  deficiencies  of  supplies,  it  was  evi- 
dent that  failure  was  inevitable,  and  an  occasion  only 
wanting.  This  occasion  was  offered  on  the  third  Novem- 
ber,  by  a  badly  chosen  order  of  encampment,  the  two 
lines  of  regulars  being  huddled  together  with  only  an 
interval  of  seventy  yards,  by  the  scandalous  neglect 
of  Butler  in  not  noticing  or  reporting  the  intelligence  of 
Captain  Slough  that  Indians  were  collecting  in  great 
numbers  in  front,  and  of  Colonel  Oldham  in  not  sending 
out  the  scouting  parties  as  ordered. 

These  faults  exposed  the  army  to  a  surprise,  and  to 
such  an  army  surprise  was  certain  defeat.  The  number 
of  Indians  emra£>ed  in  the  attack  was  estimated  bv  St. 
Clair  at  three  thousand.  This  was  certainly  a  mistake. 
The  same  tribes  were  under  more  favorable  circumstan- 
ces and  with  utmost  exertions  only  able  to  bring  one 
thousand  five  hundred  warriors  into  the  field  to  oppose 
Wayne.     The  Congressional  report  states  the  numbers  at 
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one  thousand  and  fifty,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Barlow 
and  the  traders  at  Niagara.  The  force  was  probably  not 
over  one  thousand,  if  so  large.  A  Shawnee  chief  who 
visited  Fort  Harmar  after  the  peace,  assured  my  father 
that  the  Turtle  had  no  idea  of  defeating  the  whole  army. 
All  that  he  expected  was  to  drive  in  the  militia  and  take  a 
few  scalps,  but  they  went  on  merely  because  no  effective 
opposition  was  offered." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  C.  Benedict,  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  tendered  to  Dr.  Gilman  for  his  paper,  and 
a  copy  requested  for  the  use  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Benedict  stated  that  an  enquiry  as  to  the  origin  of 
the  federal  mark  for  dollars  having  been  started  in  the 
public  journals,  it  might  be  interesting  to  know  that  the 
letters  U.  S.,  combined  in  a  manner 'similar  to  that  mark 
was  carved  as  an  architectural  ornament  on  the  pilasters  in 
the  City  Hall,  where  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
sat  in  this  city.  That  several  of  those  pilasters  were  still 
in  existence  as  a  portion  of  the  board  fence  of  Vauxhall 
Garden  in  the  Bowery,  and  that  one  of  them  also  was  in 
this  room,  (the  library  of  the  society,)  on  which  our  na- 
tional initials  thus  combined  were  now  to  be  seen  in 
excellent  preservation. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF    THE 


NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


STATED  MEETING,  APRIL  G,  1847. 


Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice  President  in  the 
Chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  presented  and 
read  the  following  letters. 

1.  From  Major  J.  D.  Graham,  Washington,  Feb.  19, 
presenting  a  paper  on  the  dip  and  declination  of  the  mag- 
netic needle. 

2.  From  Thomas  W.  Drake,  Zanesville,  Ohio,  Feb.  27, 
acknowledging  his  election  as  a  corresponding  member. 

3.  From  Charles  Ewer,  of  Boston,  March  20,  to  the 
same  effect. 

4.  From  Edward  North,  Hamilton  College,  March  29, 
acknowledging  his  election  as  a  corresponding  member, 
and  referring  to  the  historic  materials  yet  to  be  collected 
in  Oneida  County. 

5.  From  the  Hon.  AlpheusFelch,  Governor  of  Michigan, 
Detroit,  March  2,  acknowledging  letter  of  Secretary  in 
October  last,  stating  that  the  legislative  volumes  granted 
to  the  society  have  been  selected,  and  suggesting  the  pro- 
priety of  the  Society  giving  directions  for  their  transmission. 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  read  a  letter 
from  J.  F.  Geagen  de  Uojas,  acknowledging  his  election 
as  a  corresponding  member. 
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The  Librarian  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Herman  E.  Lude- 
wig,  a  corresponding  member,  presenting  a  series  of  arti- 
cles, by  him  published  in  the  Leipsic  "  Serapeum,"  on  the 
subject  of  the  Public  Libraries,  Bibliography,  &c,  of  the 
United  States. 

The  three  articles  on  "  Bibliography  and  Libraries  in  the 
United  States"  in  the  "  Serapeum"  contain  : 

1.  A  complete  list  of  all  the  Bibliographical  works  on 
the  literature  of  American  History  and  Geography,  pub- 
lished from  1629  to  1S4.6. 

2.  A  view  of  the  principal  libraries  in  the  United  States, 
arranged  alphabetically,  according  to  the  several  States 
and  cities,  with  exact  notices  of  the  printed  catalogues  of 
these  libraries,  and  of  some  private  libraries  and  collec- 
tions of  autographs. 

From  27  States,  a  list  of  258  libraries  is  given,*  of  which 
62  have  published  printed  catalogues.  115  of  their  cata- 
logues are  described,  and  of  the  following  libraries  more 
ample  historical  and  literary  details  are  given,  viz  :  of  the 
Library  of  Congress  ;  Harvard  College;  American  Anti- 
quarian Society,  at  Worcester,  Mass. ;  N.  Y.  Society 
Library ;  Mercantile  and  Historical  Society  Libraries  ; 
Philadelphia  Library  Company,  Philosophical  Society, 
Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  and  Pennsylvania  Hospital 
Libraries;  Boston  Athenooum  and  Massachusetts  Histori- 
cal Society  Libraries  ;  Providence,  Brown  University,  and 
Athenaeum  Libraries  ;  Andover,  Mass.  Theological  Insti- 
tution Library;  Charleston,  S.   C,  and  Baltimore,  Md., 


•Alabama, 
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D.  of  Columbia, 
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Connecticut, 
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Delaware, 

Indiana, 
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Georgia, 

Kentucky, 

Maryland, 
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12 
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New  York, 
Pennsylvania, 
Tennessee, 
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40 

35 
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Vermont, 
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Virginia, 

11 

Whole  number  of  Libraries,        258 
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Society  Libraries  ;  Salem  Social  and  East  India  Society 
Libraries  ;  Libraries  of  the  Jesuit  Institutes  at  George- 
town, D.  C,  and  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  New  Orleans  State 
Library,  &c. 

The  number  of  volumes,  the  year  of  the  foundation, 
and  any  farther  particulars  have  been  ascertained  as  far 
as  it  was  possible. 

Short  notices  of  the  private  libraries  of  Messrs.  Ticknor 
and  Pickering,  at  Boston,  Dow,  at  Cambridge,  Samuel 
Ward,  at  New  York,  Smets,  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  Henin 
and  Schmidt,  at  New  Orleans,  Brown,  at  Providence,  R.  L, 
Marsh,  at  Burlington,  Vt.,  Force,  at  Washington,  and  of 
the  autograph  collections  of  Messrs.  Sprague,  at  Albany, 
Gilmore,  at  Baltimore,  Teft,  at  Savannah,  Cist,  Jr.,  at 
Cincinati,  Smith,  Jr.,  at  Philadelphia,  are  given. 

The  author  is  of  the  opinion  that  more  has  been  done 
for  the  establishment  of  libraries  in  this  country  since 
its  independent  existence,  than  in  any  other  country  of  the 
world. 

3.  A  view  of  the  bibliographic  organs  of  forthcoming 
literature  in  the  United  States,  from  1804  to  1S4G,  with 
notes  on  the  book  trade,  antiquarian  book  concerns,  and 
the  prospects  of  the  proposed  establishment  of  a  larger 
German  book  store  in  this  city. 

The  articles  under  the  title  "  Curiosities  of  American 
Literature,"  concern — 

1.  The  bibliophily  of  Mr.  Force,  at  Washington  city, 
in  reprinting  some  of  the  wanted  pages  in  the  journals  of 
the  general  assembly  of  the  colony  of  New  York  from 
1766  to  1776,  and  supplying  the  fifty-one  copies  printed  of 
these  journals  at  Albany,  in  1S20,  with  these  reprints. 

2.  The  Cambridge  Bay  Psalm  Book  of  1640,  the  first 
book  printed  in  this  country,  of  which  only  three  copies 
are  known,  and  of  which  only  one  copy  is  perfect.  The 
description  of  this  book  given  by  Isaiah  Thomas,  in  his 
history  of  printing  in  America,  which  was  given  from  an 
imperfect  copy,  wanting  the  title  page,  is  supplied  from  the 
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copy  in  the  Library  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society. 

3.  Books  in  Ana-t  printed  in  the  United  States,  a  sup- 
plement to  a  French  catalogue  of  Anas,  which  the  author 
published  in  1837,  in  fifty  copies,  for  private  distribution, 
and  which  Mr.  Namur  at  Brussels,  reprinted  a  year  after, 
under  his  own  name.  Twenty-one  anas  of  little  or  no 
literary  importance  are  named  as  a  proof  that  our  litera- 
ture also  in  this  kind  of  publications,  which  has  occupied 
so  often  the  bibliographers  of  Europe,  is  not  wanting. 

The  Chairman  ol'  the  Executive  Committee  presented 
and  read  a  report  from  that  Committee  upon  the  nomina- 
tions referred  to  them,  recommending  the  following  can- 
didates, who  were  thereupon  elected. 

HONORARY  MEMBER. 
Rev.  Thomas  II art-well  Houne,  Lib.  Brit.  Museum,  London. 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

John  C.  Vaugiian,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Dr.  George  O.  Jarvis,  Derby,  Conn. 

Hon.  John  Henry,  Jacksonville,  111. 

Rev.  James  P.  Sturteyant,  President  111.  College. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

Rev.  Robert  Bairb,  D.  D.,    Warren  Delano, 
Frederick  A.  Delano,  Luther  R.  Marsh, 

John  T.  Agnew,  George  C.  Antiion. 

Mr.  Wetmore  stated  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Society 
for  1846  were  printed,  and  that  some  copies  now  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Bradish,  from  the  Executive  Committee,  read  a 
report  of  a  select  committee  appointed  by  that  committee 
to  report  the  details  of  a  plan  to  be  submitted  to  the  So- 
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ciety  for  the  monthly  publication  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  society,  and  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  accord- 
ingly adopted. 

I.  That  the  Society  will  publish  monthly,  except 
during  the  summer  recess,  a  Bulletin,  or  report  of  its  pro- 
ceedings. 

II.  The  monthly  Bulletin  to  be  published  shall  be 
octavo  in  form,  and  shall  contain : 

1.  A  succinct,  well  digested  report  of  the  business  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Society. 

2.  Abstracts  of  the  reports  or  communications  from  the 
several  officers  of  the  Society. 

3.  Abstracts  of  the  reports  of  the  Executive  and  other 
committees  of  the  Society. 

4.  Abstracts  of  the  papers  read  before  the  Society. 

5.  A  condensed  report  of  oral  addresses  made,  and 
discussions  had,  upon  interesting  topics,  before  the 
Society. 

III.  In  order  that  the  Bulletin  may  be  prepared,  and  the 
Bulletin  itself  published  as  promptly  as  possible,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  several  officers  and  committees  of  the 
Society,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  its  meetings,  to  furnish 
in  due  form  for  publication,  abstracts  of  the  reports  and 
communications  from  their  respective  departments  ;  and 
persons  reading  papers  before  the  Society,  shall  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  similar  abstracts  of  such  papers  for  the 
same  purpose. 

IV.  To  receive  and  dispose  of  the  matter  to  be  thus 
furnished,  there  shall  be  appointed  a  Reporter  of  the  So- 
ciety or  Editor  of  the  Bulletin,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
receive  the  matter  thus  furnished,  put  it  in  order,  and 
superintend  the  printing  and  publication  of  the  Bulletin. 

V.  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  invested  with 
full  power,  and  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  carryino- 
these  several  resolutions  into  effect. 

Mr.  Bradish  stated  that  Dr.  Zina  Pitcher  of  Detroit  has 
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presented  to  the  society  the  Fossil  from  Lake  Superior, 
referred  to  in  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  of  19th  Jan- 
uary last. 

Mr.  William  Chauncey,  from  a  select  committee  ap- 
pointed at  the  meeting  of  19th  January  last,  to  solicit 
subscriptions  towards  a  sum  of  $1,000,  to  be  expended 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Library,  reported  that  the  committee 
had  completed  their  duties,  and  submitted  a  list  subscribed 
by  the  following  gentlemen,  at  $50  each,  viz : 

Shepherd  Knapp,  Edwin  Bartlett, 

William  Chauncey,  Thomas  Tileston, 

Eugene  Bogart,  Paul  N.  Spofford, 

James  Phalen,  James  G.  King, 

William  E.  Wilmerding,  Robert  B.  Minturn, 

Samuel  J.  Beals,  Moses  H.  Grinnell, 

Matthew  Morgan,  Henry  W.  Hicks, 

William  II.  Aspinwall,  Charles  Minturn, 

Joseph  W.  Alsop,  William  S.  Wetmore, 

Henry  Chauncey,  Samuel  Ward. 

Mr.  P.  M.  Wetmore  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  most  cordial  thanks  of  the  Society 
are  due  and  hereby  tendered  to  Mr.  William  Chauncey, 
chairman  of  the  select  committee,  and  to  his  associates, 
for  their  zealous  and  successful  exertions  in  promoting  the 
objects  of  this  Society. 

Mr.  Chauncey,  after  returning  his  acknowledgments  for 
the  above  vote,  desired,  whilst  on  the  subject  of  finances, 
to  know  what  disposition  had  been  made  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  of  a  resolution  offered  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Society  in  October  last,  and  referred  to  them,  on  the 
subject  of  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  raise  a  fund 
for  the  erection  or  procurement  of  a  suitable  fire  proof 
building  for  the  permanent  accommodation  of  the  Society 
and  its  collections. 

Mr.  Gibbs,  from  a  select  committee  appointed  by  the 
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Executive  Committee,  read  a  report  thereon,  which  he 
stated  was  lying  on  the  table  in  the  Executive  Committee 
for  further  consideration. 

Several  nominations  for  membership  were  made,  and 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  William  Chauncey  nominated  for  membership  the 
several  gentlemen  whose  names  appear  on  the  subscription 
list  tendered  this  evening,  who  are  not  already  members 
of  the  society,  with  the  view  that  they,  as  well  as  the 
other  subscribers  on  the  said  list,  be  declared  life  members. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Headley  read  a  paper  entitled  "  The  Three 
Epochs  of  the  Revolution." 

Mr.  Headley  stated  that  there  were  three  great  decisive 
points  in  the  revolution,  on  which,  successively,  the  fate 
of  the  struggle  for  awhile  hung  suspended.  After  illustra- 
ting the  spirit  which  animated  the  colonists,  he  spoke  of 
the  massacre  of  our  men  at  Concord  and  Lexington,  which 
by  its  atrocity  awakened  a  resistance  that  immediately 
brought  about  an  open  war.  But  after  the  success  at 
Bunker's  Hill,  misfortune  followed  misfortune  so  fast  that 
the  country  lost  all  heart,  and  as  the  campaign  of  1776 
drew  to  a  close,  there  seemed  every  reason  to  believe  it 
would  be  the  last.  Then  occurred  the  third  epoch — the 
battle  of  Trenton.  But  for  this  the  army  would  have  dis- 
banded and  the  next  spring  found  us  at  the  mercy  of  the 
enemv.  Burgoyne's  expedition  must  have  been  successful 
and  the  northern  colonies  cut  in  two.  And  even  if  he  had 
not  succeeded,  the  result  would  have  been  still  worse,  for 
in  all  human  probability  the  conspiracy  to  elevate  Gates 
to  Washington's  place  would  have  succeeded.  The 
former  crowned  with  laurels  and  the  latter  with  defeat 
would  not  have  been  such  unequal  competitors  for  the 
chief  command. 

But  after  these  successes,  which  served  to  reanimate  the 
country,  disaster  again  commenced,  and  the  whole  cam- 
paign made  up  of  the  battles  of  Brandywine   and   Ger- 
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mantown,  showed  that  our  troops  from  want  of  discipline 
could  not  stand  before  the  British  troops,  and  it  closed  with 
the  gloomy  encampment  at  Valley  Forge.  Here  Steuben 
commenced  a  system  of  rigid  discipline  which  was  soon 
extended  throughout  the  entire  army.  Short  enlistments 
and  ignorance  of  our  officers  had  hitherto  prevented  the 
thorough  drilling  of  our  troops,  but  the  work  was  now 
rigorously  prosecuted.  The  battle  of  Monmouth  followed, 
which  proved  in  such  a  striking  manner  the  incalculable 
advantage  of  discipline,  that  the  system  of  Steuben  imme- 
diately became  a  permanent  thing,  and  an  entire  revolution 
in  the  army  was  effected.  From  that  time  on  the  regular 
troops,  or  continentals  as  they  were  called,  were  never 
beaten  by  an  equal  number  of  British  soldiers.  Our 
strength  before  unwieldy  became  compact  and  manage- 
able, and  a  number  of  victories  crowned  our  efforts  with 
success. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  paper,  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  voted  to  Mr.  Headley,  and  a  copy  reques- 
ted for  the  archives. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


NEW  YORK  HISTORICxVL  SOCIETY 


STATED  MEETING,  MAY  4,  184: 


The  Hon.  Ltjther  Bradish,  First  Vice  President,  in 
the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  read  letters  from 
Rev.  Thomas  S.  Savage,  Cape  Palmas,  Western  Africa, 
and  P.  L.  Simmonds,  London,  acknowledging  election  as 
corresponding  members. 

The  Librarian  announced  the  additions  to  the  Library 
since  his  last  report,  viz  : 

BY  DONATION. 

Transactions  of  the  American  Art  Union  for  the  year  1S45.     8vo. 

— Gift  of  the  American  Art  Union. 
The  Original  Text  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  of  New 

York.     Prepared  by  John  Duer,  Benjamin  F.  Butler  and  John 

C.    Spencer.     Folio.     Albany,  1823. — Gift  of  the  Hon.  Luther 

Bradish.    \ 
The  Original  Reports  of  the  different  Chapters  composing  the  Re- 

vised  Statutes,  as  presented  to  the  Legislature  by  the  Revisers. 

G  vols.     8vo.     Albany,  1827 — 28. — Gift  of  the  same. 
A  Statistical  View  of  the  Population  of  Massachusetts   from  1765 

to  1810.     8vo.     Boston,  1346. — Gift  of  Freeman  Hunt. 
Rerum  et  Urbis  Amstelodamcnsium  Ilistoria,  etc.     Auctore  Joh. 

Isacio  Pontano.     Folio.     Amsterodami.    1611. — Gift  cf  Benj. 

rerley  Poore,  Paris. 
5* 
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Parliamentary   Reports,   Documents,  etc.     From   1792  to  1834. 

45  vols.     Folio.     v.  d, — Gift  of  Messrs.  Bartktt  and  Welford. 
Journal  of  ihe  Convention  in  relation  to  the  Charter  of  the  City  of 

New    York,    1846.     8vo.     N.   Y.,    1846.— Gift  of  David    T. 

Valentine. 
Documents  of  the  City  Convention,  1846,     8vo.     N.  Y.,  1846. — 

Gift  of  the  same. 
Literary  Studies  ;  a.  Collection  of  Miscellaneous  Essays.     By  W. 

A.  Jones.     Vol.  I.     12mo.     N.  Y.,  1847.— Gift  of  the  Author. 
The  Philosophy  of  Magic,  Prodigies  and  apparent  Miracles.     From 

the  French   of  Eusebe  Salverte,  etc.     2  vols     12mo.     N.  Y., 

1847. — Gift  if  Messrs.  Harper  and  Brothers. 
The  Philosophy  of  Mystery.     By  Walter  Cooper  Dendy.     12mo. 

N.  Y.,  1845. — Gift  of  the  same. 
Gramatica  Yueataea,  por  El.   P.  Fr.  Joaquin  Ruz,  formada  para 

la  Instruccion  de  Jos  Indigenas,  sobre  el  Compendio  de  D.  Diego 

Narciso  Herranz  y  Quiros.  sm.  8vo.   Merida  de  Yucatan,  1844. 

Gift  of  James  R.  Hitchcock. 
Observations  on  the  Commerce  of  the  American  States.     With  an 

Appendix,  etc.     [By  Lord  Sheffield,]  2d  ed.     8vo.     Lon.  1783. 

— Gift  of  Benjamin  P.  Johnson,  Albany. 
Discourse  at  Barnstable  on  the  3d  of  Sept.,  1839,  at  the  Celebration 

of  the  Second  Centennial  Anniversary  of  the  Settlement  of  Cape 

Cod.     By  John  Gorham  Palfrey.     8vo.     Bos.,  1840.— Gift  of 

the  Author. 
Discourse  on  the  Life  and  Character  of  the  Rev.  John  Thornton 

Kirkland,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  etc.     June  5,  1810,  in  the  new  South 

Ch.  in  Boston.     By  J.  G.  Palfrey.     8vo.     Cambridge,   1840. 

— Gift  of  the  Author. 
Discourse  on  the   Life  and  Character  of  the   Rev.   Henry  Ware, 

D.  D.,  A.  A.  S.,  Cambridge,  Sept.  26,  184.5.     By  John  G.  Pal- 

frey,  D.  D.,  LL.  I).      8vo.      Cambridge,   1845.— Gift  of  the 

Author. 
The  Sin  and  Danger  of  Self  Love  Described,  in  a  Sermon  preached 

at   Plymouth,   in   New  England,    1621,  by   Robert   Cushman. 

With  a  Memoir  of  the  Author.     8vo.     Bos.,  Dec.   22,   1846. — 

Gift  of  Charles  Ewer,  Boston. 
An  Exposition  of  a  Book  pub.    by   D.   Appleton  and   Co.,  called 

Hazlitt's  Translation  of  Guizot's  History  of  Civilization.     By  R. 

W.  Haskins.    8vo.  pp.  55.     Buffalo,  1846. — Gift  of  the  Author. 
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An  Address  del.  before  the  Vermont  Historical  and  Antiquarian 
Society,  Montpelier,  16  Oct.,  1646.  Appendix,  etc.  By  James 
D.  Butler.     8vo.  pp.  30.     Montpelier,  1S46. 

II  Gabinetto  di  Storia  Naturale,  a  di  Archceologia  in  Calatagirone 
dono  del  Prof.  Emm.  Taranto  Rosso.  4to.  Catania,  1643-5. — 
Gift  of  the  Abbe  Cirmclo  Allegro,  Messina. 

Y  Cenhadwr  Americanaidd.  Cyf  V.  Awst.,  1544.  Pvhif  LVI. 
(Containing  a  Welsh  4th  of  July  Oration.)  Svo. — Gift  of  M. 
M.  Jones,  Utica. 

The  Prose  Writers  of  America.  With  a  Survey  of  the  History. 
Condition  and  Prospects  of  American  Literature,  By  Rufus 
Wilmot  Griswold.  Illustrated  with  portraits  from  original  pic- 
tures. Svo.     Phil.  1847.— Gift  of  the  Editor. 

Guide  to  Plymouth  and  Recollections  of  the  Pilgrims.  By  William 
S.  Russell.     12mo.     Bos.,  1846. — Gift  of  William  A.  Thomas. 

History  of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  from  its  first  settlement  in  1660. 
to  January,  1645.  By  Miss  F.  M.  Caulkins.  12mo.  Norwich.. 
1645. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

Elementary  Lessons,  being  a  Course  of  Instruction  for  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb:  Part  1st.  By  Harvey  Prindle  Peet.  '2d  ed.  12mo. 
N.  Y.,  1846.— Gift  of  the  Author. 

Course  of  Instruction  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  Part  2d.  By  Har- 
vey Prindle  Peet.     12mo.     N.  Y.,  1845. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

Scripture  Lessons  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  By  Harvey  Prindle 
Peet.     12mo.     N.  Y..  1346.— Gift  of  the  Author. 

Twenty-Eighth  Annual  Report  and  Documents  of  the  New  York 
Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  to  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York.  For  the  year  1^46.  Svo. 
N.  Y.,  1847.— Gift  ofH.  P.  Peet. 

Address  del.  at  the  N.  Y.  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb,  Dec.  2,  1346.  By  Harvey  P.  Peet.  With  an 
appx.  containing  the  Proceedings  at  the  Dedication  of  the  Chapel. 
Svo.     N.  Y.,  1647.— Gift  of  the  Author. 

Collections  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society.  VoL  II.  Svo. 
[N.  Y.]  1847.  (Containing  the  Life  of  Lord  Stirling;  by  Wil- 
liam Alexander  1)u<"t.) — Gift  of  the  Society. 

A  Historical  Sketch  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York.  By  the  Rev. 
William  Berrian,  D.  D.     6vo.  N.  Y.,  1347. — Gift  of  John  Jay. 

An  Account  of  the  Celebration  of  the  First  Semi-Centennial  Anni- 
versary of  the  Incorporation  of  Columbia  College,  etc.  Svo. 
N.  Y.,  1837.— Gift  of  the  same. 


56  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

Bibliotheca  Americana:  or,  a  Chronological  Catalogue  of  the  most 
curious  and  interesting  Books,  Pamphlets,  State  Papers,  etc., 
upon  the  subject  of  North  and  South  America,  etc.  4to  Lon., 
1789.— Gift  of  the  Hen.  William  Jay. 

Speech  of  the  Hon.  G.  Rathbun,  of  New-York,  in  favor  of  an  appro- 
priation for  the  Heirs  of  D.  D.  Tompkins,  del.  in  the  H.  of  R., 
Feb.  4,  1347.  8vo.  pp.  8.  Washington,  1847.— Gift  of  Hon. 
J.  H.  Anderson. 

Report  of  the  Organization  Committee  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, etc.  Svo.  Washington,  1847. — Gift  of  Hon.  W.  W. 
Campbell. 

American  History  :  comprising  Historical  Sketches  of  the  Indian 
Tribes,  etc.  By  Marcius  Willson.  8vo.  N.  Y.,  1847.— G//2 
of  Messrs.  Mark  H.  Newman  Sf  Co. 

On  Three  Several  Hurricanes  of  the  Atlantic,  and  their  Relations 
to  the  Northers  of  Mexico,  etc.  By  W.  C.  Redfleld.  8vo. 
pp.  118.     New-Haven,  1816. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

The  Life  and  Services  of  Major  General  John  Thomas.  Compiled 
by  Charles  Coffin.  Svo.  pp.  33,  N.  Y.,  1844.— Gift  of  William 
A.  Thomas. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  State  Library,  1847.  Svo. 
Albany,  1847.  (Containing  a  Catalogue  of  Additions  since  Jan., 
1846,)-— Gift  of  Prosper  M.  Wctmore. 

Third  Report  of  the  Prison  Association  of  New- York,  including  the 
Constitution  and  By-Laws,  etc.  In  Two  Parts.  Part  I.  8vo. 
pp.  111.     N.  Y.,  1847.— Gift  of  the  same. 

Senate  Document,  No  3.  29th  Congress.  2nd  Session.  Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  communicating  a  report  from  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey  for  1846. — GftofLt.J.M. 
Gilliss. 

Twenty-Eighth  Annual  Report  and  Documents  of  the  New  York 
Institution  for  the  Instruction  of*  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  For  1646. 
Svo.  N.  Y.  1847.— Gift  of  O.  IV.  Morris. 

Proceedings  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Nos.  3  and  4. 
(  Completing  Vol.  1.)    Svo.    Newark.  1847.— Gift  of  the  Society. 

Gazetteer  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  in  three  parts,  containing  a 
General  View  of  the  State,  etc.  By  John  T.  Blois.  12mo.  De- 
troit and  New  York.  IS  10. — Gift  of  the  Librarian. 

The  New  York  State  Register,  for  1845  ;  containing  an  almanac 
for  1815—46,  etc.  Edited  by  O.  L.  Holley,  Svo.  N.  Y.  1845. 
Gift  of  the  same. 
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The  New- York  State  Register,  for  1846  ;  befog  a  supplement  to  the 
Register  for  IS  15.  etc.  Svo.  N.  Y.  Jane,  1846. — Gift  of  the  same. 

New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer.  Vols.  XXXIV.  and  XXXV.  April 
1.  1846  to  April  1.  1847.  (Newspaper).— Gift  of  Thomas  D. 
Lowiher. 

The  Columbian,  (Newspaper,)  For  the  Country.  Dec.  15,  1810 
to  Dec.  30,  1812,  arid  Jan.  1,  1812  to  Dec.  31,  1813.  Bound 
in  two  vols.     Folio. — Gift  of  John  McKesson. 

A  Compendium  of  the  several  branches  of  Practice  in  the  Court  of 
Exchequer,  at  Westminster,  etc.  8vo.  London,  1688. — Gift 
of  the  same. 

Elements  of  Jurisprudence  treated  of  in  the  Preliminary  Part  of  a 
Course  of  Lectures  on  the  Laws  of  England.  4to.  Lon.,  1783. 
Gift  of  the  same. 

A  Digest  of  the  Law  concerning  Libels,  containing  all  the  Resolu- 
tions in  the  Books  on  the  subject,  and  many  MS.  cases,  etc.  By 
a  Gentleman  of  the  Inner  Temple.  4to.  Lon.,  1765. — Gift  of 
the  same. 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Doctrine  lately  propagated  concerning  Attach- 
ments of  Contempt,  the  Alteration  of  Records,  and  the  Court  of 
Star  Chamber,  etc.  By  an  English  Constitutional  Crown  Law- 
yer.    4to.     Lon.,  1769. — Gift  of  the  same. 

A  Summer  in  the  Wilderness  ;  embracing  a  Canoe  Voyage  up  the 
Mississippi  and  around  Lake  Superior.  By  Charles  Lanman. 
12mo.     N.  Y.,  1847.— Gift  of  the  Author. 

United  States  Coast  Survey.  Maps  of  New  Haven  Harbor  and 
Little  Egg  Harbor.  2  sheets.  Pub.  in  1846.— Gift  of  the 
U.  S.  Treasury  Department. 

Atlas  Maritime,  containing  various  Maps  and  Charts.  Circa, 
1764—1776.     (French.)—? Gift  of  J.  Geagen  <le  Roias. 

Topographical  Map  of  the  Road  from  Missouri  to  Oregon,  com- 
mencing at  the  mouth  of  the  Kanzas  in  the  Missouri  River  and 
ending  at  the  mouth  of  the  Wallah  Wallah,  in  the  Columbia. 
In  VII.  Sections.  From  the  field  notes  and  Journal  of  Capt.  J. 
C.  Fremont,  etc.  Compiled  by  Charles  Preuss.  1840.  By  order 
of  the  Senate  of  the  U.  S.—Gif  of  Hon.  D.  S.  Dickinson. 

Minutes  of  Temperature,  taken  in  the  city  of  Merida,  Yucatan, 
between  Aug.  1.  and  Nov.  22,  1846.  By  James  R.  Hitchcock. 
MS.  folio.     4  leaves. — Gift  of  the  Author. 
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Autograph  Letter  from  Gen.  George  Washington  to  (Col.)  Samuel 
Griffin,  "about  raising  Companies  or  Battalions  in  the  Jerseys,' 
.24th  Dec,  1776.— Gift  of  F.  Campbell  Stewart,  M.  D. 

Journals  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New.York.  From  the 
First  to  the  Sixteenth  Session.  1777—1793.  (These  MS.  ori- 
ginal copies  of  the  Journals  are  nearly  complete.) — Gift  of  John 
McKessan. 

"The  Capture  of  Major  Andre."     Engraved  from  a  picture  by 

Durand,  by  Alfred  Jones,  and  Smillie,  and  Hinshelwood — Gift 

of  the  American  Art  Union. 
William  Alexander — Lord  Stirling.      Engraved  Portrait.     Proof 

on  India  Paper.     [  Engraved   for  Duer's  Life.     VoL  II.     Coll. 

N.  J.  Hist.  Soc.]— Gift  of  Wi  Ham  A.  Whitehead. 

Compass,  used  by  the  Chinese  Junks  in  their  voyages. — Gift  of 

George  H.  Lam  son. 
Sapote  Wood.     Fragment  from  the  "House  of  the  Nuns,"  at  Ux- 

mal. — Gift  of  James  R.  Hitchcock. 

BY  PURCHASE  AND  EXCHANGE. 

American  Monthly  Review,  or  Literary  Journal :  from  Jan.  to 
April  inclusive,  1795.  With  an  Appendix.  Vol.  I.  8vo. 
Phil.,  1795. 

Beauclerk,  Topham.  P>ibliotheca  Beauclerkiana.  A  Catalogue 
of  the  Large  and  Valuable  Library  of  the  late  Hon.  Topham 
Beauclerk,  F.  R.  S.,  etc.  To  be  sold  April  9,  et  seq.  1781. 
Prices. 

Biographie  Universale,  Ancienne  et  Moderne,  etc.  Supplement. 
Tome  lxxx.  8vo.  Paris,  1547.  [Continuing  set,  presented 
by  H.  Onderdonk,  Jr.] 

Catalogue  of  Maps,  Prints,  Drawings,  etc.,  forming  the  Geographi- 
cal and  Topographical  Collection  attached  to  the  Library  of  Plis 
late  Majesty  King  George  III.,  and  presented  by  H.  M.  King 
George  IV.  to  the  British  Museum.     2  vols.     8vo.     Lon.,  1829. 

Elliot,  Jonathan.  Debates  on  the  Adoption  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, etc.  5  vols.  8vo.  Washington,  1836  —  45.  [This, 
although  called  the  second,  is  in  reality  the  third  edition  of  this 
work — the  fifth  volume  containing  the  Madison  Papers  connected 
with  the  subject.] 
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Hitchcock,  Edward  Final  Report  on  the  Geology  of  Massachu- 
setts.    2  vols.     4tc.     Plates,     Northampton,  1841. 

Hening,  William  Waller.  The  Statutes  at  Large  :  being  a  Col- 
lection of  all  the  Laws  of  Virginia,  from  the  First  Session  of  the 
Legislature,  in  the  year  1619.  13  vols.  8vc.  Richmond. 
Phil.     New.York.     1819—23. 

Lloyd,  Thoin?s.  The  Trial  of  Alexander  Addison,  Esq.,  etc.,  on 
an  Impeachment  before  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania.  2d  ed. 
8vo.     Lancaster,  1803. 

New-Jersey.  Laws  of  the  State  :  revised  and  published  under  the 
authority  of  the  Legislature.  By  William  Paterson.  4to. 
Newark,  1800. 

Rupp,  I.  Daniel.  History  of  Lancaster  County,  to  which  is  pre- 
fixed a  Brief  Sketch  of  the  Early  History  of  Pennsylvania. 
Compiled  from  authentic  sources.     8vo,    Lancaster,  Penn.,  1844. 

Smith,  Samuel  EL,  (and  Thomas  Lloyd.)  Trial  of  Samuel  Chase, 
etc.     2  vols.     Svo.     Washington,  1805. 

United  States.  Reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  prepared 
in  obedience  to  the  Act  of  May  10,  1800,  etc.  3  vols.  8vo. 
Washington,  1837. 

The  Register  of  Debates ;  being  a  Report  of  the 

Speeches  delivered  in  the  Two  Houses  of  Congress,  reported  for 
the  U.  S.  Telegraph,  revised  and  corrected,  23d  Congress,  First 
Session.     3  vols.     Svo.     Washington,  1834. 

Statutes  from  1789  to  1827,  in  Chronological  Order  ; 


published  under  the  inspection  of  Joseph  Story.  3  vols.  8vo. 
Bos.,  1827.  Continuation  from  1828  to  1836.  Edited  by  George 
Sharswood.     Vol.  IV.     8vo.     Phil.,  1837. 

Code  of  Laws  for  the  District  of  Columbia:  pre- 


pared  under  the  Act  of  29th  April,   1816.     (By  W.  Cranch.) 
8vo.     Washington,  1819. 

History  of  the  Last  Session  of  Congress,  which  com- 


menced on  the  seventh  of  December,  1801.     Taken  from  the 
National  Intelligencer.     8vo.     Washington,  1802. 

On  motion  of  the  Librarian,  a  resolution  was  adopted, 
tendering  the  thanks  of  the  Society  to  Mr.  McKesson,  for 
the  valuable  donation  of  MS.  Journals  of  the  New- York 
Assembly,  and  other  documents  and  volumes,  formerly 
belonging  to  his  father,  the  Hon.  John  McKesson. 
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The  Librarian,  by  request  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
made  a  report  on  the  state  of  the  IMS.  collections  of  the 
Society,  in  connection  with  the  progress  of  the  Catalogue. 
He  stated  that  some  attempts  seem  to  have  been  made  at 
an  arrangement,  but  very  imperfectly  carried  out. 

The  Stirling  Papers  consisted  of  three  volumes  bound 
and  a  large  mass  tied  up  in  packages,  containing  receipts, 
accounts,  and  matters  apparently  private,  and  labelled 
" unimportant"  Before  proceeding  to  catalogue  the  pa- 
pers, it  was  deemed  advisable  carefully  to  examine  these 
bundles,  to  ascertain  if  there  was  anything  of  value  among 
them.  The  result  was  the  discovery  of  a  large  number 
of  interesting  and  valuable  letters  and  papers,  mostly  of  a 
date  preceding  those  iri  the  bound  volumes,  being  corres- 
pondence of  James  Alexander,  Lord  Stirling's  father, 
relating  to  the  N.  J.  Proprietary  Affairs,  and  that  of  Lord 
Stirling,  while  acting  as  Aid  and  Private  Secretary  of  Gen. 
Shirley,  in  the  French  War  of  1755-56.  These  latter 
are  very  valuable  and  complete,  as  illustrating  the  history 
of  the  war  from  the  death  of  Braddock  to  the  arrival  of 
Lord  Loudon.  Among  them  are  letters  of  Gen.  Shirley, 
Gen.  Winslow,  Col.  Bradstreet,  Philip  Livingston,  Ri- 
chard Peters,  of  Philadelphia,  James  Otis,  of  Massachu- 
setts, William  Livingston,  William  Smith,  jr.,  the  histo- 
rian, and  others. 

These  papers  will  make  an  addition  of  at  least  three  full 
volumes  to  the  series  of  Stirling  Papers.  The  whole  are 
now  arranged  in  exact  chronological  order — the  earliest 
in  date  being  in  1717,  a  letter  from  William  Alexander, 
of  Edinburgh,  uncle  of  Lord  Stirling,  and  the  last  in  the 
series  a  letter  of  condolence  from  General  Washington,  in 
17S3  to  the  Countess  of  Stirling,  on  the  death  of  Lord 
Stirling. 

The  Gates  Papers,  one  of  the  most  valuable  collections 
in  the  country,  are  bound  in  twenty-two  volumes.  Find- 
ing a  great  number  of  packages  of  accounts,  bills,  army 
vouchers,  orders,  &c,  marked  "  Gates  Papers,- private  and 
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unimportant,"  these  have  been  also  patiently  examined, 
and  all  that  are  really  private  and  of  no  value  are  placed 
away  again  in  packages  and  marked.  The  papers  found, 
and  which  are  deemed  worth  binding  with  the  others, 
will  make  at  least  four  volumes,  which,  with  the  original 
drafts  of  Gates'  own  letters  to  other  persons,  never  bound 
or  arranged,  will  add  some  eight  or  ten  volumes  to  the 
series — making  thirty  or  more  in  the  whole. 

The  papers  of  the  U.  S.  Military  and  Philosophical 
Society,  which  have  never  been  bound,  have  been  ar- 
ranged, the  correspondence  in  chronological  order,  and 
the  other  papers  in  a  class  for  binding.  They  will  make 
three  or  four  volumes  as  large  as  can  be  conveniently 
bound,  and  contain  letters  from  many  of  the  most  promi- 
nent men  of  the  period  from  1S02  to  1S10,  and  are  of 
much  interest,  as  exhibiting  the  movements  which  led  to 
the  establishment  of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point. 

The  Colden  Papers,  bound  in  two  volumes,  are  very  valu- 
able, but  oq  examining  the  bundles  and  files  laid  away  as 
"unimportant "  others  quite  as  valuable  have  been  found, 
and  extending  the  series  down  to  the  year  1774.  The 
additional  papers  will  make  two  more  volumes.  They  are 
arranged  and  readv  to  be  catalogued.  Much  of  this  col- 
lection  consists  of  official  correspondence  with  the  British 
government — instructions,  etc., — and  also  with  the  other 
colonies.  Among  them  may  be  menlioned  the  official 
communication  to  the  government  of  New  York,  by  Gov- 
ernor Gage  of  Mass.,  of  the  commencement  of  hostilities, 
&c,  at  Lexington. 

Of  the  Daer  Papers,  of  which  only  one  volume  has 
been  bound,  others  which  will  make  a  full  volume,  and 
of  as  mn;h  historical  interest  as  the  one  bound,  have  been 
discovered  and  arranged. 

The  catalogue  is  in  progress,  as  rapid  as  the  nature  of 
the  work  will  permit,  and  will  be  completed,  if  possible, 
during  the  summer. 

TOL.    V.  6 
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It  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  that  all  the  manuscripts 
should  be  bound  as  arranged,  and  thus  completely  se- 
cured, except  from  Jirc,  while  the  work  of  the  catalogue 
is  going  on. 

The  report  concluded  with  a  recommendation  of  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  a  subscription  of  five  hundred  dollars  be 
invited,  for  the  purpose  of  properly  arranging  and  binding 
the  several  series  of  MSS.,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Librarian. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  a  Committee 
to  carry  the  said  resolution  into  effect,  viz. : 

Messrs.  Prosper  M.  "Wetmore, 
Samuel  J.  Beebee,  and 
James  W.  Bee  km  an. 

The  Librarian  read  a  letter  addressed  to  the  President, 
from  Mr.  Charles  Lanman,  presenting  to  the  society  a 
volume,  containing  a  description  of  a  canoe  voyage,  which 
he  performed  last  summer,  to  the  head  waters  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  around  the  shores  of  Lake  Superior; 
also  presenting  a  small  Indian  pipe,  made  out  of  the 
celebrated  material  known  as  the  Red  Pipe  Stone. 

The  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  presented 
and  read  a  report  from  that  committee  upon  the  nomina- 
tions referred  to  them,  recommending  the  following 
candidates,  who  were  thereupon  elected. 


CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

Rev.  Luther  IIalsey,  D.  D.  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J. 

His  Exc'y  Alfheus  Felch,  Gov.  Mich.,  Detroit. 

Marcitjs  Willson,  Canandaigua,  N.  Y, 

Dr.  Nathan  S.  Jaevis,  U.  S.  A.,  Monterey,  Mexico. 
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RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

Rev.  Lemuel  G.  Olmstead,  David  Haynes, 

John  Wiley,  Joseph  Sampson, 

Charles  S.  Francis,  David  P.  Belknap, 

Samuel  Sherwood,  S.  N.  Davis, 

George  H.  Moore,  Robert  L.  Case, 

*  Thomas  Tileston,  *  Robert  B.  Minturn, 

*  Moses  H.  Grinnei.l,  *  Charles  Minturn. 

Mr.  Wetmore  laid  on  the  table,  by  the  direction  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  the  prospectus  of  Mr.  William  Van 
Norden,  the  publisher  of  the  proposed  Bulletin,  or  report 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  society,  and  invited  the  subscrip- 
tion of  members. 

Dr.  Horace  Green,  from  a  select  committee,  appointed 
at  a  meeting  of  the  society  held  2d  June,  1S4G,  to  com- 
municate with  Henry  Stevens,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Vermont  Historical  Society,  in  relation  to  certain  historical 
documents  which  he  has  been  collecting  during  the  last 
twenty-five  or  thirty  years,  reported  that  the  committee 
had  received  a  communication  from  Mr.  Stevens,  in  which 
he  states  that  he  has  endeavored  to  collect  public  docu- 
ments, private  correspondence,  pamphlets,  &-c.,  included 
in  the  time  between  the  years  1749  and  1791,  which 
relate  to  the  part  which  New  England  took  in  the  Revo- 
lution ;  also  many  documents  in  relation  to  the  doings  of 
leading  men  in  New  York,  their  letters  relating  to  the 
war,  the  scarcity  of  money,  provisions,  etc.,  especially  in 
the  northern  department.  Many  papers  also  relative  to 
the  controversy  respecting  the  New  Hampshire  grants; 
in  all  many  bound  IMS.  volumes,  with  an  index  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pages. 

That  these  documents  have  been  offered  by  Mr.  Stevens 
to  the  state  of  Vermont,  and  will  probably  be  purchased 


•Life  Members. 


64  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

by  that  state.  But  Mr.  Stevens  offers  that  if  this  society 
choose  to  possess  itself  of  any  documents  in  his  possession, 
and  will  send  any  person  to  examine  his  catalogue  and 
designate  such  as  may  be  desired,  he  will  have  them 
copied  "on  very  reasonable  terms,"  and  present  such 
copies  to  this  society. 

Various  nominations  for  membership  were  made  to  the 
society  and  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee.. 

Prof.  Edward  Robinson  read  a  paper  on  the  "  Depres- 
sion of  the  Dead  Sea." 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  paper,  the  thanks  of  the 
society  were  voted  to  Prof.  Robinson,  and  a  copy  re- 
quested for  the  archives. 

Lewis  H.  Morgan,  Esq.,  of  Rochester,  read  a  paper 
on  the  territorial  limits,  geographical  mimes  and  trails  of 
the  Iroquois.  The  memoir  treated,  I.,  of  the  grandeur 
of  the  forest  scenery  of  the  territory  of  Ho-de-no-sau-nee, 
or  Iroquois,  in  the  days  of  the  aboriginal  dominion;  the 
boundaries  between  the  nations  ;  their  eastern  and  western 
trails  ;  their  employments ;  their  hunter  spirit,  and  con- 
tentment with  their  destiny.  II.  Geography  of  the 
Ho-de-no-sau-nce,  and  names  of  ancient  localities,  now 
transferred  to  cities  and  villages;  the  great  central  trail 
of  the  Iroquois,  commencing  at  Albany,  branching  north 
by  Ko-Ia-vc-la,  or  John-town,  south  up  the  Mohawk, 
uniting  at  Rome,  proceeding  to  Oneida  Castle,  thence  to 
the  valleys  of  the  Onondaga  and  Genesee,  and  beyond  to 
Niagara  and  to  the  west ;  these  great  trails  indicating  the 
natural  line  of  migration,  that  of  the  Iroquois  being  one  of 
the  natural  highways  of  the  continent.  III.  Notices  of 
the  Ontario,  Conr^ee,  Coshocton,  Su^quehannah  and  Lake 
trails ;  the  natural  Southern  highway  ;  the  villages  upon 
the  trails,  and  the  dexterity  of  the  Indian  runners;  the 
value  and  importance  of  aboriginal  remains,  and  the  duty 
of  the  white  race,  to  whom  the  destiny  of  the  red  man 
seems  to  have  been  committed. 

Mr.  Morgan  also  presented  an  Indian  map-  of  Ro-de-no-> 
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iait-nee-geh,  the  Indian  name  cf  New  York,  or  more 
properly  of  all  the  Iroquois  eountry,  meaning  literally  the 
"  Territory  of  ihe  People  of  the  Long  House."  Upon  this 
map,  is  marked  the  great  Indian  trails,  the  boundaries  of 
the  Six  Nations,  and  the  Indian  names  of  the  villages, 
lakes,  streams,  &c,  with  explanatory  tables. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  Air.  Morgan's  paper,  the  thanks 
of  the  society  were  voted  to  Mr.  Morgan,  and  a  copy 
requested  for  the  archives,  after  which  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent introduced  to  the  society  Dr.  Wilson,  a  native 
Iroquois,  an  educated  gentleman,  who,  he  hoped,  would 
favor  the  society  with  some  remarks  upon  the  subject  of 
the  paper,  or  upon  any  other  topic  he  might  think  proper. 

Dr.  Peter  Wilson,  in  his  native  tongue,  Wa-o-wa-wa- 
na-onk,  or  They  heard  his  voice,  said,  he  was  very  happy 
to  meet,  the  gentlemen  of  the  Historical  Society  on  this 
occasion,  the  Historical  Society  of  Ga-nuu-no,  or  the 
Empire  State,  as  it  is  called  by  the  Pale  Faces. 

"  You  see  before  you,"  said  he,  "  an  Iroquois,  yes,  a 
native  American  !  You  have  heard  a  history  of  the  great 
Indian  trails,  the  geography  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
before  it  was  known  to  the  Pale  Faces.  The  land  of 
Ga-nun-no,  was  once  laced  by  these  trails  from  Albany 
to  Buffalo,  trails  that  my  people  had  trod  for  centuries — 
worn  so  deep  by  the  feet  of  the  Iroquois,  that  they  became 
your  own  roads  of  travel,  when  my  people  no  longer 
walked  in  them.  Your  highways  still  lie  in  those  paths, 
the  same  lines  of  communication  bind  one  part  of  the 
'Lon^  House'  to  another.  Mv  friend  has  told  vou  that 
the  Iroquois  have  no  monuments.  These  are  their  monu- 
ments. The  land  of  Ga-nun-no,  the  Empire  State,  is  our 
monument.  We  wish  to  lav  our  bones  under  its  soil 
among  those  of  our  fathers.  We  shall  not  long  occupy 
much  room  in  living — still  less  when  we  are  gone." 

The  time  wras  already  far  advanced,  but  he  was  happy 
to  have  the  opportunity  for  a  few  remarks  on  a  subject  in 
which  the  Iroquois  were  deeply  interested.    He  was  glad 
6* 
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to  hear  the  remarks  of  his  friend  Mr.  Morgan,  and  to 
observe  the  interest  they  excited.  He  had  nothing  to  add 
on  that  subject.  He  would  speak  of  his  mission — which 
was  now  more  important  to  himself  as  well  as  his  race. 

He  was  here  on  behalf  of  a  small  band  of  his  country- 
men, who  had  been  by  fraud  induced  to  leave  their  lands 
in  the  state  of  New  York,  and  emigrate  to  the  west  of  the 
Mississippi.  They  were  a  portion  of  the  Iroquois,  who 
were  removed  in  1S46 — deceived  by  the  representations 
of  the  agents  of  the  government.  He  had  been  to  Wash- 
ington  to  seek  relief  for  them.  The  facts  were  admitted 
by  the  department,  with  regard  to  the  deceptions  of  the 
agent  and  the  sufferings  of  this  unfortunate  people.  They 
have  been  also  substantiated  here.  After  their  arrival 
west  of  the  Mississippi — disease  came  among  them.  A 
large  portion  were  laid  in  the  bosom  of  their  mother  earth. 
Some  chiefs  who  had  returned,  represented  their  condi- 
tion as  deplorable.  Not  one  but  would  return — but  they 
have  not  means:  One  chief  who  returned  said  to  another 
as  he  saw  his  friends  dvinsf  oil",  "  You  see  we  are  iroinsf 
into  our  graves.  Graves  already  prepared — people  falling 
into  them.  Let  us  go  back  to  the  country  of  our  fathers." 
The  old  chief  refused  to  go.  He  had  been  deceived  and 
had  been  made  to  deceive  his  people.  "I  shall  not 
leave — leave  my  friends  to  death.  More  they  die  here — 
I  will  stay.  I  will  leave  my  bones  here.  If  you  leave, 
go !  You  always  told  me  it  was  good  country.  I  stood 
by  you.  You  deceived  me.  You  have  deceived  my 
people.  They  not  to  blame."  When  his  last  hour 
arrived,  he  Lold  his  wife.  "  Lny  my  bones  here — do  not 
take  them  back  to  New  York,  but  tell  them  I  fell  here  as 
a  brave  warrior.  I  was  at  Chippewa  and  Fort  Erie — 
never  deserted  my  people — therefore  I  will  leave  my 
bones  here  among  my  people.     I  shall  be  contented." 

After  his  death — all  were  sick.  They  were  tweive 
miles  from  Fort  Scott.  The  sun  poured  his  rays  upon 
them — they  were  forced  to  crawl   into    the  ravines   to 
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escape  the  burning  beat.  A  company  of  soldiers — though 
put  there  to  shoot  down  Indians,  had  the  humanity  to  take 
pity  on  them.  They  ministered  to  them — gave  them 
water  and  food. 

The  subject  has  been  laid  before  the  government.  The 
department  disclaimed  the  acts  of  its  agents — but  could 
do  nothing  without  the  action  of  Congress.  He  was 
advised  to  apply  to  the  Legislature,  and  had  done  so, 
but  nothing  was  to  be  expected  from  them  at  present, 
although  they  made  an  examination  of  the  case. 

The  facts  were  plain.  To  dwell  on  them  would  be  too 
long.  The  Indians  were  there  suffering  and  desirous  to 
return.  He  asked  all  friends  of  humanity  to  aid  them. 
He  approved  the  sympathy  with  suffering  in  other  lands, 
and  asked  that  the  suffering  remnant  of  the  once  powerful 
Iroquois  might  be  included  in  the  sphere  of  that  generous 
philanthropy,  which  sent  relief  to  the  Greek,  the  Pole 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  Islands. 

Dr.  Wilson  then  referred  to  the  history  of  the  intercourse 
of  the  original  inhabitants  with  the  whites,  and  particu- 
larly the  relations  of  the  Iroquois  to  the  English  Colony 
of  New  York.  The  history  of  that  intercourse  was 
aggression — retaliation — extermination. 

"I  have  been  told,"  said  he,  "that  the  first  object  of  this 
Society  is  to  preserve  the  history  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  You,  all  of  you,  know,  that  alike  in  its  wars  and 
its  treaties  the  Iroquois,  long  before  the  Revolution,  formed 
a  part  of  that  history ;  that  they  were  then  one  in  council 
with  you,  and  were  taught  to  believe  themselves  one  in 
interest.  In  your  last  war  with  Engla  nd,  your  red  brother — 
your  elder  brother — still  came  up  to  help  you,  as  of  old, 
on  the  Canada  frontier!  H;ive  we,  the  first  holders  of 
this  prosperous  region,  no  longer  a  share  in  your  history? 
Glad  were  your  forefathers  to  sit  down  upon  the  threshold 
of  the  'Long  House;'  rich,  did  they  then  hold  themselves, 
in  getting  the  mere  sweepings  from  its  door.  Had  our 
forefathers  spurned  you  from  it  when  the  French  were 
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thundering  at  the  opposite  end,  to  get  a  passage  through 
and  drive  you  into  the  sea,  whatever  has  been  the  fate  of 
other  Indians,  the  Iroquois  might  still  have  been  a  nation; 
and  I,  too,  might  have  had — a  country  ! 

"There  is  a  tradition  among  the  Iroquois  race  that  no 
white  man  can  enter  the  regions  of  happiness  of  the  Great 
Spirit,  except  General  Washington  ;  and  he  only  to  within 
a  certain  distance,  where  the  sweepings  of  the  ho.use  are 
thrown  out,  and  that  is  a  great  blessing.     And  what  is 
the  reason '?     A  great,  man}'  persons  say  the  Indians  are 
bad — they  are  savages ;  and  they  are  taught  this  when  a 
child,*  perhaps  the  first  book  the  child  looks  at  he  will  see 
a  picture  of  some  Indians,  yelling  and  shouting,  and  thus 
the}'  are  taught  to  consider  them  as  savages.     But  this  is 
a  mistake-— they  are  as   kind  as   any  other  people — the 
Great  Spirit  made  the  Indian  and  gave  him  feelings,  the 
same   as   the    pale    faces.      The    Indian  loves  his  child 
as  much  as  the  pale  faces,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think 
even  a  little  more.     You  never  hear  of  an  Indian  disinhe- 
riting his  child,  for  his  religion  teaches  him  to  consider  a 
child  a  blessing.     Now  when  the  pale  faces  heard  of  the 
confederacy  of  the  Six  Nations,  they  came  from  the  east, 
and  they  said — '  The  Great  Spirit  made   us  as  well  as 
you,  and  therefore  he  is  our  lather  and  we  are  brothers.' 
The  Indian  thought  this  good  logic  ;  but  they  said,  *  we 
have  a   father   across  the  great   salt  water,  the  King  of 
England;  and  he  is  also  your  father;  and  when  his  ene- 
mies fight  against  him,  you  must  fight  against  his  enemies ;' 
and  the  Indian  said  he  would.     Well,  the  first  thins:  we 
know,  the  red-coats  were  lighting  at  Bunker  Hill — the  son 
was  fighting  against  his  lather;  so  we  took  our  tomahawks 
and  fought  against  these  unnatural  sons.     But  the  sons 
conquered,    and    England  was  compelled    to   grant  the 
independence  of  her  colonies.    Then  the  pale  faces  came, 
and  they  said,  '  You  fought  with  us — you  have  forfeited 
your  right  to  this  land  and  must  go  away ;'  but  General 
Washington  said,  -come  back,  and  remain  in-your  land, 
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and  make  your  homos  with  us.'  Then  the  prophet  said, 
the  white  men  are  bad,  and  cannot  dwell  in  the  regions  of 
the  Great  Spirit,  except  General  Washington,  and  he 
could  only  be  admitted  to  the  distance  I  have  stated. 

"There  was  a  Prophet  of  our  race,  in  early  times,  who 
prophesied  that  the  days  would  come  when  troubles 
would  fall  upon  them,  so  that  they  would  knock  their 
heads  together.  When  that  time  came,  they  were  to 
search  for  a  large  palm  tree,  and  shelter  their  heads 
beneath  its  shadow — let  their  bodies  be  buried  at  its  roots, 
and  cause  that  tree  to  flourish  and  become  the  fitting  mo- 
nument of  the  Iroquois  race.  That  time  has  now  come  ; 
we  are  in  trouble  and  distress— we  knock  our  heads 
together  in  agony,  and  we  de.-ire  to  Unci  the  palm  tree, 
that  we  may  lay  down  and  die  beneath  it — we  wish  the 
palm  tree  to  be  the  State  of  New  York,  that  it  may  be 
the  monument  of  ihe  Iroquois." 

Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Butler  rose,  and  paying  a  high  com- 
pliment to  the  eloquence  of  Dr.  Wilson,  who  had  made  so 
thrilling  an  appeal  to  the  sympathy  of  all  present  on 
behalf  of  the  remnant  of  the  once  powerful  nation  of  the 
Iroquois,  and  after  expressing  his  confidence  in  the  state- 
ments just  made,  gave  a  succinct  view  of  the  action  of  the 
public  authorities  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  parti- 
cular company  of  Seneeas  and  Cayugas,  referred  to  by 
Dr.  Wilson,  from  this  State  to  their  present  homes  beyond 
the  Mississippi.  The  subject  had  received  the  careful 
attention  of  the  Legislature — a  committee  of  the  Senate, 
of  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Folsom,  a.  distinguished  member  of 
this  Society  was  chairman,  had  made  a  report,  re- 
commending an  appropriation  of  two  thousand  dollars,  to 
restore  these  unfortunate  persons  to  their  loved  haunts  in 
this  State.  But  the  pressing  nature  of  the  business  beibre 
the  Legislature,  urgent  because  essential  to  carry  into 
effect  the  new  Constitution  of  this  State,  precluded  all 
hope  of  any  action  upon  the  proposition  at  the  present 
session.    It  appeared  from  official  documents  incorporated 
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in  Mr.  Folsom's  report,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Agent 
in  the  removal  of  these  Indians  had  never  been  sanctioned 
by  the  War  Department ;  but,  without  an  appropriation 
of  Congress,  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Government 
to  afford  relief.  Dr.  Wilson  had  now  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  he  must  appeal  to  the  justice  and  sympathy  of 
of  the  pale  faces  for  assistance,  to  relieve  the  remnant  of 
his  race  from  the  swift  destruction  which  menaces  them 
in  the  wilds  to  which,  in  an  evil  hour,  they  consented  to 
remove.  He  was  rejoiced  to  see  Dr.  Wilson  here  this 
night,  and  happy  to  have  heard  from  his  lips  the  explana- 
tions he  had  given.  That  gentleman  had  said  he  wras  a 
Native  American ;  and  he  was  a  species  of  Native 
American,  said  Mr.  Butler,  to  whom  we  could  all  extend 
the  hand  of  fellowship  and  courtesy.  The  wrongs  of  the 
Red  Man  had  been  eloquently  portrayed  by  one  of  their 
most  gifted  representative- — and  the  only  reparation  now 
in  our  power,  was  to  respond,  promptly  and  cheerfully  to 
the  call  which  is  now  made. 

The  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  he  was  informed,  was 
all  that  was  required  to  afford  the  necessary  relief,  and  he 
hoped  such  action  on  the  part  of  this  Society  would  be 
adopted,  as  would  enable  Dr.  Wilson  to  effect  the  object 
he  had  so  much  at  heart,  and  which  he  felt  sure  all  who 
had  been  present  on  this  occasion  would  be  ready  to  aid. 
He  did  not  propose  that  the  Society  as  a  body  should  take 
definite  action,  but  that  the  members  individually,  before 
separating,  should  contribute  to  the  object  which  had  been 
presented. 

Mr.  P.  M.  Wetmore  seconded  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Butler, 
in  a  few  observations,  in  which  he  dwelt  upon  the  inter- 
est of  the  subject  introduced  by  Dr.  Wilson,  and  the  high 
gratification  he  had  felt  in  listening  to  the  eloquent  address 
of  that  gentleman — a  gratification  which  it  was  very  evi- 
dent had  been  shared  by  all  the  members  present.  Mr. 
Wetmore  hoped  that  the  society  would  not  separate  with- 
out giving  some  practical  evidence  of  their  sympathy  in 
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the  misfortunes  of  a  most  interesting  portion  of  the  human 
family.  Should  this  be  done,  and  Mr.  Wetmore  had  no 
doubt  that  it  would  be  done  in  a  manner  honorable  to 
the  liberality  of  the  members,  then  indeed  it  could  be 
said  by  Dr.  Wilson,  as  his  name  in  his  own  Iroquois 
indicated,  Wa-o-wa-wa-na-onk,  "They  heard  his  voice." 

Mr.  Wetmore  adverted  to  the  singular  coincidences  of 
the  events  of  the  evening.  Mr.  Morgan  had  come  from  a 
distant  section  of  the  state,  to  read  a  paper  before  the 
society,  on  a  subject  unknown  to  the  members.  He  had 
selected  for  his  theme  on  this  occasion,  and  most  ably 
had  he  treated  it,  the  ancient  trails  and  territorial  boun- 
daries of  the  Iroquois.  In  the  course  of  his  dissertation 
frequent  allusion  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Morgan  to  the  con- 
trolling influence  exercised  by  the  tribes  of  the  Iroquois. 
At  the  close  of  the  reading,  when  every  member  had 
been  deeply  impressed  with  respect  for  the  many  excel- 
lent traits  of  Indian  character  developed,  one  of  that  very 
race  had  enchained  the  attention  of  the  society  by  a 
stirring  and  felicitous  exposition  of  the  past  and  present 
condition  of  his  brethren,  now  fast  perishing  from  destitu- 
tion in  the  remote  western  territories  of  the  union. 

The  statements  of  Dr.  Wilson  were  verified  in  a  memo- 
rial to  the  Legislature,  drawn  by  a  distinguished  civilian 
of  New-York,  who  had  lately  presided  over  that  branch 
of  the  national  government  charged  with  the  management 
of  Indian  Affairs.  These  statements  were  sustained  also 
by  the  present  able  head  of  the  same  department,  himself 
a  citizen  of  the  State  of  New  York  ;  and  the  whole  subject 
had  been  carefully  examined  and  proved  by  another  emi- 
nent citizen  then  present — Mr.  Butler — who  had  also  filled 
the  same  important  station  under  the  government. 

These  coincidences  were  certainly  remarkable,  and  it 
might  be  said  that  there  was  a  Providential  design  in  thus 
bringing  to  the  public  notice,  in  a  manner  well  calculated 
to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  philanthropist  and  the  Chris- 
tian, the  condition  of  that  small  remaining  portion  of  a 
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powerful  race  which  once  held  undisputed  sway  over  the 
broad  lands  and  noble  rivers  now  belonging  to  the  state  ; 
whose  appeal  to  the  sympathy  of  the  public  for  the  simple 
means  to  sustain  life,  had  been  so  earnestly  and  feelingly 
presented  by  Dr.  Wilson. 

Mr.  Wetmore  trusted  that  when  the  adjournment  took 
place,  which  he  then  moved,  a  subscriptiou  would  at  once 
be  opened  at  the  librarian's  desk,  in  aid  of  the  object  con- 
templated by  Dr.  Wilson. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Hoffman  begged  that  the  motion  to  adjourn 
might  not  be  pressed.     He   sympathized  in  all  that  elo- 
quent gentlemen  had  just  said  about  the  members  of  this 
society  coming  forward  before   leaving  these  rooms  and 
contributing  what   laid  in  their  power  to  assist   Dr.  Wil- 
son's suffering  friends.     But   he  would   go   farther  than 
this.     He  would   have  the  .society,  as   a  society,  take  this 
matter  from  Dr.  Wilson's  hands.    The  hour  was  late,  but 
if  we  sat  till  daybreak,  he   hoped  the  society  would   not 
adjourn  without  taking  such   action   in  the  premises.     It 
had  been  intimated  that  as  an  association  strictly  literary 
and  scientific,  we  could  not  move  in  this  matter;  "what 
then,"  said  Mr.  Hoffman,  "  arc  we  to  busy  ourselves  only 
with  musty  documents,  and  let  the  living  monuments  around 
us  perish  from  lack  of  power  to  cherish  the  vitality  that 
still  lingers  in  them  V     We  have  heard  to  night  a  learned 
paper  upon  the  antiquities  of  the  Iroquois  ;  we  have  voted 
thanks  to   the  able   compiler ;   we   shall,   probably,  vote 
money  for  its  publication.     \\  e  have  heard,  too,  another 
discourse   from  a  living  Iroquois,  who  appeals  to  us  in 
behalf  of  his  perishing  race.     Are   the  traditions  of  his 
forefathers,  as  recapitulated  by  a  learned  member  of  diis 
body,    of    more     importance     than   the    preservation    of 
the  race  itself?"       Mr.  Hoffman  then  in   a  few  rapid 
sentences    showed    how    closely  the    destinies    of   the 
Iroquois    had  been   interwoven  with  all    that  was  .most 
memorable  in  the  history  of  this  state — that  they  were  the 
bulwark  of  the  Province  against  the  French  and  hostile 
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Indians  for  the  space  of  a  century,  and  had  fought  side  by 
side  with  us  on  the  Niagara  frontier  during  the  last  war 
with  England  ;  and  that  in  the  darkest  hours  of  the  infant 
colony  they  had  alike  under  the  Dutch  and  the  English 
rule  sustained  it  with  their  valor  and  cheered  itwitli  their 
counsel,  at  the  moment  when  the  terror-stricken  inhabitants 
were  about  to  abandon  our  present  state  capital  to  the 
invaders.  If  the  state  were  now  willing  that  "these 
Romans  of  the  American  continent,"  as  Volney  terms 
the  Iroquois,  the  "  Spartans  of  the  Red  race,"  as  our 
own  Governeur  Morris  called  them,  if  the  state  were 
indeed  willing  to  eject  from  her  borders,  this  indigenous 
growth  of  her  own  generous  soil,  the  Historical  Society 
should  make  ah  appeal  to  the  past,  which  would  echo 
through  all  her  borders.  But  in  this  instance,  it  should 
appeal  to  the  past  for  the  direct  object  of  preserving  the 
present.  It  were  childish  pedantry  to  give  all  our  efforts 
and  our  care  to  the  decyphering  of  dead  Indian  names, 
when  living  Indian  tribes  are  crumbling  around  us. 
The  first  object  of  the  incorporation  of  this  society,  was 
to  preserve  the  history  of  this  state  ;  let  it  this  moment 
then  take  order  that  what  remains  of  a  living  record 
shall  not  be  obliterated  from  our  soil. 

Mr.  Farley  Gray  said  he  had  never  been  more  interested 
on  any  occasion  than  he  had  been  on  the  present.  The 
remarks  of  Dr.  Wilson  had  produced  in  his  mind  a  thril- 
ling and  powerful  influence  he  had  rarely  felt.  He  was 
bapp3r  that  wre  have  it  in  our  power  to  testify  our  sympathy 
for  the  sufferings  which  the  Iroquois  have  endured,  by 
sending  to  the  remnant  of  that  unfortunate  race,  the 
assistance  necessary  to  save  them  from  impending 
destruction.  He  moved  a  resolution,  which  was  adopted, 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  nine,  to  collect 
subscriptions  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the  objects  of 
the  mission  of  Dr.  Wilson. 

Mr.  James  W.  Beekman  suggested  the  importance  of 
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immediate  action,  and  that  llic  committee  should  at  once 
deliberate  and  recommend  the  proper  course  of  action. 

Mr.  Jehu  R.  Bartlett  thought  that  whatever  was  to  be 
done  should  be  done  at  once.  That  the  committee  should 
commence  their  labors  this  evening.  Dr.  Wilson  had 
already  been  several  weeks  in  the  city,  and  the  situation 
of  his  people  at  the  "Far  West"  was  such  that  a  month's 
delay  might  prove  most  serious.  The  Doctor  wished  to 
obtain  the  necessary  funds  at  once  and  take  prompt  meas- 
ures to  restore  his  suffering  tribe  to  their  native  soil.  The 
movement  on  the  part  of  the  Society  was  a  most  laudable 
one,  it  would  redound  to  their  credit,  and  he  hoped  there 
would  be  no  delay  in  the  action  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  William  Chauncey  proposed  that  a  subscription 
should  at  once  be  opened  by  the  committee  and  that  such 
as  were  disposed  to  aid,  should  now  hand  in  their  sub- 
scriptions at  the  Secretary's  desk. 

Rev.  Dr.  Mathews  advocated  prompt  action,  and  hoped 
the  committee  would  forthwith  go  to  work. 

Messrs.  Benjamin  F.  Butler 

Charles  Fenno  Hoffman, 
Benjamin  II.  Field, 
William  Chauncey, 
Farley  Gray, 
Charles  IT.  Russell, 
W.  W.  Campbell, 
Dr.  Horace  Green, 
John  Russell  Bartlett, 

were  then  appointed  under  the  resolution,  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent remarking,  that  it  was  the  understanding  that, 
after  doing  what  they  could  here  and  in  the  city,  further 
aid  should  be  solicited  at  Albany. 
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$  PROSPK C T U S . 

> 

)  The  want  of  some  medium  through  whirls  to  communicate  the  proceedings  of 

?  the  New-York  Historical  Society  as  they  occur,  has  b(  e  n  sensibly  felt,  both  in  re  - 
)  ference  to  other  associations  and  also  to  corresponding  members,  who  were  intended 
)  to  he  an  active  clas^,  but  who  can  afford  comparatively  little  assistance  while  they 
are  uninformed  of  the  matters  immediately  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Society. 
and  are  not  reminded  at  stated  intervals,  of  their  interesting  and  important  duties. 
With  a  view  to  establish  such  a  medium  '<>:  communication,  and  thus  1 )  diffuse  a 
knowledge  of  its  pre  ce<  lings  a;  Ik  ep  alive  an  hit  rest  in  iti  welfare,  the  Society  at 
a  regular  meeting  on  the  6th  of  April,  1817,  upon  the  recommendation  01  ttie  Exe- 
cutive Committee  thereof,  adopted  a  re?oluti<  n  providing  for  the  publication  (except 
during  the  summer  recess)  of  a  Momum  Bulletin  or  Report  of  its  proceeding?  : 
to  contain: 

1.  A  SUCCINCT  j  WELL  DIGESTED  REPORT  i  >F  Hi"  BUSINESS  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THM  SOCIETY. 

2.  abstracts  of  tee  reports  ob  communications  from  the  several  officers 
of  the  Society. 

3.  Abstracts  of  the  Reports  of  'i  he  Executive  and  other  Committees  of  the 
Society. 

4.  Abstracts  of  Papers  read  bei  ori   « .■.■..:  S  ciki  v 

3.  A  condensed  Report  of  oral  addri  ss.es  made,  and  discussions  had,  upon  inte- 
resting topics,  before  the  Society. 

T!:e  Society  at  the  same  meeting,  prescribed  the  form  in  which  the  Bulletin  should. 
be  published,  and  Mr.  George  II.  3Io5%J ,  A -.-:  aim  Librarian,  lifts  been  appointed 
to  edit  the  publication. 

The  undersigned,  who  has  contracted  to  furnish  a  limited  number  of  printed 
copies  of  the  publication  lor  the  us  of  the  St  :iety,  (;  >  be  s  nt  to  other  associations.) 
believing  that  it,  will  possess  an  inti  est  for  every  r<  idem  and  corresponding  mem- 
ber of  the  Society,  as.well  as  for  others  w  ho  ?  ike  an  mt<  rest  in  Historical  investiga- 
tions, has  obtained  permission  hxpeint  \  a  1  number  ©fexira  copies  as  maybe  sub- 
)        scribed  for ;  w.hich.he  proposes  to  do  on  the  follow  iug 

>  CONDITIONS 

The  work  will  commence  with  the  Proceedings  nf  the  Annual  Meeting  in  Janu- 
ary, 1847.  It  will  be  handsomely  printed,  in  octavo,  on  fine  paper,  and  done  up  in 
a  neat  cover.  The  number  of  pages  to  be  issued  each  month,  will  of  course  depend 
on  the.  amount  and  character  of  the  business  transa<  ted  at  each  meeting  of  the  So- 
ciety, arid  will  probably  vary  from  tw<  Ive  to  thirty-two  pages. 

>  Numbers  I.,  II.,  Ill  ,  IV.,  V.,  ( Jan.  —  .Mr,/  w  ili  be  ready  for  delivery  on  th  •  1 
)  ->f  June,  and  each  subsequent  number  on  "r  lx  fore  the  third  Saturday  of  each  month 
t  in  which  it  is  published.  Tjiey^jll  be  delivered  loth  ?e  subscribers  who  reside  in 
)        the  n'ty,  ut  their  residences,  and  forwarded  by  mail  tb  othi  rs, 

»  At  ONE  DOLLAR  per  Annum,  payable  in  ADVANCE. 

!  WILLIAM   VAN   NORDEN, 


> 


Printer,  39  William-stri 
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NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


STATED  MEETING,  JUNE  1,  1847. 


The  Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice  President,  in 
the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  read  a  letter  from 
the  Royal  Geographical  Society  of  London,  acknowledg- 
ing the  receipt  of  the  society's  proceedings ;  also  from  the 
Rev.  W.  M.  Thompson,  of  Beyroot,  Syria,  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  the  society's  diploma  and  its  proceedings. 
Mr.  Thompson  expressed  a  desire  to  contribute  in  any 
way  in  his  power  in  promoting  the  objects  to  which  the 
society  devotes  its  attention,  though  from  his  position  in  a 
foreign  country  he  could  not  do  much.  In  whatever 
tended  to  illustrate  the  physical,  geographical,  social 
and  religious  history  of  Syria  and  Palestine,  he  would 
yield  to  no  one  in  enthusiastic  interest :  if  by  contributions 
on  these  subjects,  or  by  the  collecting  of  coins,  medals, 
or  curiosities  to  which  an  historical  interest  was  attached, 
he  could  aid  the  society,  he  would  be  happy  to  do  so. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  reported  the 
following  letters  and  communications  received  since  the 
last  meeting,  which  were  announced  and  read  by 
Mr.  Gibbs: 

1.  From  Henry  R.  Schoolcraft,  Esq.,  dated  Washington, 
May  10,  1847,  in  which  he  says,  "  In  alluding  to  the  great 
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alluvial  tract  of  the  west,  which  marks  the  junction  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  in  my  annual  discourse, 
which  I  have  just  received,  I  staled  that  the  remains  of 
human  art  had  been  found  buried  at  the  depth  of  eighty 
feet  below  the  forest,  and  gave  the  river  Saline  as  an 
instance.  This  stream,  the  name  of  which  is  printed 
"  Saline"  in  the  discourse,  enters  the  Ohio  below  Shaw- 
neetown,  and  is  not  to  be  confounded  by  distant  readers, 
with  the  small  river  which  forms  the  boundary  between 
the  states  of  Louisiana  and  Texas.  Please  notice  this 
correction." 

2.  From  Anson  J.  Upson,  of  Hamilton  College,  N.  Y., 
dated  May  11th,  1S17,  acknowledging  his  election  as  a 
corresponding  member. 

3.  From  Samuel  Hazard,  of  Philadelphia,  dated  March 
22d,  1S47,  referring  to  the  original  MS.  deed  for  Staten 
Island,  presented  by  him  to  the  Society,  and  transmitting 
reports  of  public  institutions.  In  his  former  letter,  Mr. 
Hazard  stated  that  the  MS.  presented  was  in  a  mutilated 
state,  a  half  leaf  having  been  lost  many  years  ago.  The 
missing  fragment  was  restored  by  the  Assistant  Librarian, 
Mr.  Moore,  and  this  interesting  document  is  again 
complete. 

4.  From  the  Georgia  Historical  Society,  a  sketch  of 
their  monthly  meeting  on  the  10th  May,  when  Dr.  Ste- 
vens reported  the  progress  he  had  made  in  the  history  of 
Georgia,  which  will  be  published  in  October  next ;  the 
first  volume  being  now  completed  and  ready  for  the  press. 
In  chronological  order  it  will  be  divided  into  five  portions  : 
1.  The  Ante-Colonial  period.  2.  Georgia  under  the 
Trustees.  3.  Georgia  under  the  Royal  Governors. 
4.  Georgia  in  the  Revolution,  o.  Georgia  an  independent 
State - 

The  President  of  the  society  made  a  statement  in 
relation  to  a  lot  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  for 
the  society ;  and  a  paper  was  read  on  the  etymology  and 
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derivation  of  the  names  of  several  places  and  towns  in 
Mexico. 

5.  From  Dr.  F.  Campbell  Stewart,  of  New  York,  dated 
May  11th,  1S47,  transmitting  at  the  request  of  Dr. 
S.  W.  Williams,  of  Deerfield,  Mass.,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ep. 
Hoyt,  of  that  place,  dated  May  3d,  accompanied  by  the 
letter  book  of  William  Burnett,  a  fur  trader  of  St.  Josephs, 
Michigan,  as  early  as  17S6,  presented  to  him  by  Dr.  Amos 
S.  Amsden,  a  resident  of  St.  Josephs,  and  a  gentleman 
well  acquainted  with  the  languages  of  the  Indians  resid- 
ing on.  the  border  of  lake  Michigan,  whom  he  describes 
as  having  some  traditionary  knowledge  of  the  visit  of  the 
Jesuits  Marquette  and  Joliet,  and  who  pointed  out  to  him 
the  grave  of  the  former  on  the  bank  of  the  river  bearing 
his  name. 

6.  An  Extract  accompanying  the  above  from  Mr. 
Epaphras  Hoyt's  MS.  history  of  Burgoyne's  Invasion, 
giving  a  correct  statement,  of  the  circumstances  attending 
the  murder  of  Miss  McCrea,  in  1777,  an  occurrence  which 
excited  deep  interest,  of  which  exaggerated  and  incorrect 
accounts  have  been  repeatedly  published. 

"A  Mi.  Jones,  who  had  been  a  Captain  in  the  New 
York  militia,  and  resided  not  far  from  Fort  Edward,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Hudson  river,  had  paid  his  ad- 
dresses to  a  young  lady,  Miss  Jennett  McCrea,  daughter 
of  a  clerg3rman  in  New  Jersey,  who  died  before  the 
commencement  of  the  revolution,  espousing  the  British 
cause.  Mr.  Jones  had  joined  Burgoyne's  army,  and  re- 
ceived a  commission  amon?  the  royalists.  Anxious  on  her 
account,  he  engaged  a  party  of  Indians  who  were  about 
to  advance  on  Fort  Edward,  to  capture  and  convey  Miss 
McCrea  to  the  British  camp  at  Fort  Ann,  and  promised 
to  reward  the  Chief  who  should  deliver  her  to  him  with  a 
certain  quantity  of  rum.  At  this  time,  the  rear  division 
of  the  American  army  about  to  leave  Fort  Edward,  had 
embarked  their  baggage  in  boats  ready  to  descend  the 
Hudson  to  a  selected  position.     Miss  McCrea  and  Mrs. 
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McNeil,  with  a  few  children  then  at  a  small  house  north 
of  the  fori.,  were  notified  of  the  intended  departure  of  the 
troops,  and  that  the  boats  would  receive  them  and  their 
baggage,  which  was  observed  to  be  packed  ready  for 
removal.  Knowing  that  the  British  army  must  soon 
arrive,  and  having,  as  is  supposed,  determined  to  remain 
and  receive  her  lover,  Mis?  McCrea,  to  cover  her  design, 
intimated  that  a  few  minutes  delay  was  necessary  on  her 
part.  A  short  time  after,  a  strong  party  of  the  Indians 
made  a  sudden  a  i  tack  on  the  American  picket  posted  on 
the  brow  of  the  hill  north  of  the  fort,  and  drove  it  in  with 
considerable  slaughter.  The  Indians  then  rushed  down 
the  hill,  a  party  ran  to  Miss  McCrea's  residence,  and  led 
her  off  with  Mrs.  McNeil  in  sight  of  the  troops  in  the  fort. 
Passing  up  the  hill  they  halted  at  a  small  spring  then 
covered  with  bushes,  on  the  side  of  the  present  road,  and 
two  chiefs  who  had  seized  the  prize  contended  which 
should  deliver  her  to  Mr.  Jones  and  receive  the  promised 
reward.  Each  furiously  persisting  in  his  claim,  to  end 
the  dispute,  one  of  the  bloody  wretches  sunk  his  hatchet 
into  her  head  and  laid  the  unfortunate  victim  dead  at  his 
feet.  After  slightly  covering  the  body  with  brush,  and 
suspending  her  shoes  upon  a  twig,  they  retired  up  the 
road  into  the  woods  towards  Burgoyne's  camp. 

"  A  detachment  from  the  fort  immediately  advanced  to 
the  place  where  the  picket  was  attacked,  and  found  the 
slain  horribly  mangled,  among  whom  was  an  officer. 
On  their  return,  accidentally  observing  the  suspended 
shoes  on  the  left  of  the  road,  the  brush  was  cleared  away 
and  the  murdered  Miss  McCrea  found  lifeless,  and  the 
marks  of  the  hatchet  legibly  told  her  fate.  Every  mark 
of  respect  was  shown  to  the  remains  of  the  unfortunate 
lad}-,  and  on  the  retreat  of  the  troops  her  body  and  that 
of  the  slain  officer  were  conveyed  down  the  river  and 
buried  with  military  honors  on  the  east  side  of  the  road, 
north  of  a  small  stream  then  called  Scnmchcr's  Creek,  a 
small  distance  north  o!l  a  house  since  known  by  the  name 
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of  the  Black  Home,  tavern.  The  remains  have  been  disin- 
terred and  removed  to  the  cemetery  at  Fort  Edward, 
where  her  crave  is  seen  with  a  marble  stone  bearing  her 
name,  at  the  side  of  that  of  Mnjor  Duncan  Campbell, 
mortally  wounded  in  the  attack  on  Ticonderoga,  in  175S." 

7.  From  Mr.Bradford  Frazec,  of  Port  Richmond,  Staten 
Island,  dated  April  20th,  accompanied  by  a  pencil  sketch 
by  Mr.  De  Groot,  giving  a  brief  historical  sketch  of  an 
ancient  house  near  that  place,  supposed  to  have  been  the 
first  public  building  erected  on  that  island,  and  standing 
upon  property  originally  granted  by  the  Duke  of  York  to 
the  Merrill  family,  to  the  sixth  generation  of  which  it  still 
belongs. 

Mr.  Jay  presented,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  John  McKesson, 
a  collection  of  MSS.  from  the  papers  of  his  father,  Hon. 
John  McKesson,  containing  among  others  a  sketch  of  the 
debates  in  the  Convention  of  17 SS,  in  New  York,  to  ratify 
the  Federal  Constitution,  with  the  original  resolutions 
offered  and  discussed  during  the  sitting  of  that  body. 

The  Librarian  announced  the  following  additions  to 
the  Library  : 

BY  DONATION. 

The  Progress  of  Ethnology — An  account  of  the  recent  Arclu-rolo- 
gical,  Philological  and  Geographical  Researches,  etc.  By  John 
Russell  Bartlett.  8vo.  pp.  151.  N.  Y.,  1817.— Gift  of  the 
Author. 

Proceedings  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society.  Vol.  IV. 
Nos.  36,  37.  July,  1S4G,  to  March,  1847.  8vo.— Gift  of  the 
Society. 

The  Congressional  Globe  ;  New  Series  ;  containing  Sketchos  of  the 
Debates  and  Proceedings  of  the  2d  Session  of  the  20th  Congress. 
By  Blair  &  Rives.  4to.  Washington,  1S47.  Gift  of  Hon.  W. 
TV.  Campbell 

Tracts  and  other  Papers,  relating  principally  to  the  Origin,  Settle- 
ment and  Progress  of  the  Colonies  in  North  America,  from  the 
Discovery  of  the  Country  to  the  Year  1776.  Collected  by  Peter 
8* 
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Force.  Vol.  IV.  Svo.  Washington,  1846.— Gift  of  Peter 
Force ,  Washington. 

Catalogue  General  do  Hector  Bossan^e.  Premier  Supplement. 
8vo.     Paris,  184?.— Gift  of  Baril.it  Sr  We  ford. 

Collections  of  the  Maine  Historical  Society.  Vol.  II.  8vo.  Port- 
land. 1847. — Gift  of  the  Society. 

The  Library  of  American  Biography.  Conducted  by  Jared  Sparks. 
Second  Series.  Vol.  I.  Sm.  Svo,  Bos.,  1844. — Gift  of  Hon. 
Alexander  H.  Everett. 

Military  Laws  of  the  United  States,  etc.  Compiled  by  Col.  Tru- 
man Cross,  and  CapL  A.  R.  Hetzel,  8vo.  Wash.,  1846.— Gift 
of  George  Templeman,   Washington. 

Manual  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New-York,  for  the  Year 
1847.  By  B.  T.  Valentine,  lGmo.  N.  Y.,  1847.— Gift  of 
the  Compiler. 

The  History  of  Charlestown,  Mass.  By  Richard  Frothingham,  jr. 
Nos  I. — VI.  inclusive,  pp.  31^.  8vo.  Charlestown  and  Boston, 
1845— 47.— Gift  of  the  Author. 

Journals  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Commons  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  at  its  Session  in  1846 — 47. 
8vo.     Raleigh,  1847. — Gift  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Laws  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  passed  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly, at  the  Session  of  1646—47.  8vo.  Raleigh,  1847.— Gift 
of  the  State  of  Nortli  Carolina. 

Report  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  for  the  year 
1846.  By  Thomas  S.  Kirkbride,  M.  D.  8vo.  pp.  36.  Phil., 
1847.— Gift  of  Samuel  Hazard,  Philadelphia. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  tiie  Pennsylvania  Insti- 
tution for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  for  1S46.  8vo.  pp.  12.  Phil., 
1847.— Gift  of  the  same.  ^ 

Eighteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Eastern  State 
Penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania.  Svo.  pp.  80.  Phil.,  1847. — 
Gift  of  the  same. 

Astronomical  Observations  made  during  the  Year  1845,  at  the  Na- 
tional Observatory,  Washington,  under  the  direction  of  M.  F. 
Maury,  A.  M.,  Lt.  U.  S.  N.,  Supt.  Vol.  I.  Published  under 
the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  4to.  Washington, 
1846.— Gift  of  the  U.  S.  Naval  Observatory,  Lt.  M.  F.  Maury, 
Supt. 

Memoir  of  John  Cotton.     By  John  Norton.      With  a  Preface  and 
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Notes,  by  Enoch  Pond.  12mo.  Bos.,  ISM,— Gift  of  Rev.  Alex. 
ander  Young,  D.  D.,  Boston. 

Narrative  of  Recent  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends,  of  New-York,  in  relation  to  the  In- 
dians in  that  State.  8vo.  pp.  24.  N.  Y.,  1839. — Gift  of  George 
T.  Trimble,  through  Benjamin  H.  Field. 

The  Case  of  the  Seneca  Indians  in  the  State  of  New-York.  Illus- 
trated by  Facts,  etc.     Svo.     Phil.,  1840. — Gift  of  the  same. 

A  Farther  Illustration  of  the  Case  of  the  Seneca  Indians  in  the 
State  of  New-York,  in  a  Review  of  a  Pamphlet,  by  Nath'l  T. 
Strong.     Svo.     Phil.,  1841. — Gift  of  the  same. 

Proceedings  of  the  Joint  Committee  appointed  by  the  Society  of 
Friends,  constituting  the  Yearly  Meetings  of  Genessee,  New- 
York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  for  promoting  the  civilization, 
etc.,  of  the  Seneca  Nation  of  Indians.  Svo.  pp.  192.  Balti- 
more, 1847. — Gift  of  the  same. 

Report  of  the  Select  Committpe  of  the  Assembly  of  1846,  upon  the 
Investigation  of  Frauds  in  the  Expenditures  of  the  Public  Moneys 
upon  the  Canals  of  the  State  of  New-York.  Assembly  Docu- 
ment 100.     8vo.     Albany,  1847. — Gift  of  Prosper  M.  Wet  more. 

Correspondence  with  General  Taylor.  House  Doc.  No.  119.  29th 
Cong.,  2d  Session,  1847.     8vo. — Gift  of  the  same. 

The  Companion  to  the  Almanac,  or  Year  Book  of  General  Informa- 
tion, for  1829.     12mo.     London. — Gift  of  the  same. 

The  British  Almanac  of  the  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful 
Knowledge,  for  the  year  1830.  12mo.  London. — Gift  of  the 
same. 

The  New  Jersey  State  Gazette,  No.  87.  Vol.  II. ,  May  7,  1794. 
to  No.  267,  Vol.  VI.,  Oct.  17,  1797.  Published  by  Matthias 
Day,  Trenton.     Folio.     Bound  in  one  volume. — Gift  of  the  sa?ne. 

The  Gazette  of  the  United  States.  Published  at  the  Seat  of*  Govern- 
ment.  Beginning  April  27,  1791,  and  ending  May  29,  1792. 
Vol.  III.     Folio.     Philadelphia. — Gift  of  the  same. 

McKesson  Papers.  The  Papers  of  John  McKesson,  Secretary  of 
the  New  York  Provincial  Congress,  &c.  &c.,  consisting  of  Revo- 
lutionary Correspondence,  Documents  relating  to  the  State 
Convention  of  1788,  on  the  Federal  Constitution,  Papers  of  Po- 
litical Committees,  and  Miscellaneous  refers.— Gift  of  John  Mc 
Kesson. 
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Order  of  Sir  Edmund  Andross  "to  the  Magistrates  of  Esopus,  to 
be  forthwith  published  and  put  in  execution  ;"  relating  to  settle- 
ments at  Hurley  and  Marbletown.  Dated  New  York,  11th  April, 
1676. — Gift  of  Sidney  Chipp,  Kingston. 

Commission  to  Herman  M.  Romeyn,  as  Messenger,  by  the  New 
York  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  U.  S. 
Dated  Albany,  December  2d,  1840. — Gift  of  Herman  M.  Romeyn} 
Kingston. 

Letter  Book  of  William  Burnett,  a  Fur  Trader  of  St.  Joseph's, 
Michigan,  1766 — 1803.^— Gift  ofEpaphras  Hoyt,  Deerfield,  Mass. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  presented 
and  read  a  report  from  that  committee  upon  the  nomina- 
tions referred  to  them,  recommending  the  following 
candidates,  who  were  thereupon  elected  : 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 


Rev.  Benjamin  P.  Aydelotte,  D.  D., 

Charles  T.  Porter, 

Isaac  N.  Hurd, 

L.  P.  Brockett, 

Z.  Collins  Lee, 

Charles  Robinson, 

S.  J.  Carr, 


Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
Auburn,  N.  Y., 

((  St 

Hartford,  Conn., 
Baltimore,  Md., 
New  Haven,  Conn., 
Pikesville.  Md. 


Wa-o-wa-wa-na-onk,  Dr.  Peter  Wilson 


RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 


Chester  Deming, 
William  K.  Thorn, 
John  B.  Jervis, 
Thomas  N.  Campbell, 
Charles  T.  Cromwell, 
Joseph  C.  Hart, 
Frederick  E.  Mather, 
Anthony  Lamb, 
C.  Edward  Haeicht, 
Henry  J.  Seaman, 
Clinton  Gilbert, 
John  Grosiion, 


David  T.  Valentine, 

Prof.  Charles  Davies,  LL.  D., 

John  B.  Scoles, 

Jon.\  B.  Rich,  M.  D., 

Robert  F.  Fraser, 

David  E.  Wheeler, 

Elijau  II.  Kimball, 

James  R.  Hitchcock, 

Benjamin  Ela, 

Jclics  Wadsworth, 

Robert  Hog  an, 

Franklin  H.  Delano. 


NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY.  83 

The  Librarian,  by  request  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
read  a  detailed  report  on  the  subject  of  the  regular  publi- 
cation of  the  Collections  of  ihe  Society,  concluding  with 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  directed, 
hereafter,  before  the  meeting  of  the  society  in  January  of 
each  year,  to  cause  !x>  be  prepared  and  published  at  least 
one  part  or  number,  of  which  two  shaJl  form  a  volume  of 
Collections  of  the  Society,  to  be  similar  in  style  to  the' first 
volume  of  the  new  series,  and  to  be  in  eontinuation  of  the 
same,  to  consist  of  original  contributions,  or  selected 
matter,  as  they  may  '>ee  fit.  That  to  this  end,  they  be 
authorized  to  call  in  the  assistance  of  other  members,  and 
to  make  such  atrangements  lor  printing  and  publishing 
as  shall  be  deemed  best  for  the  interests  of  the  society, 
and  the  ensuring  an  extensive  circulation. 

The  Librarian,  by  request  of  the  Executive  Committee, 

-'also  read  a  report  on  the  subject  of  a  new  building  for  the 

Society,  concluding  with  the  following  resolution,  and  also 

the  draft  of   an   appeal  to  the   liberality  of  the  citizens 

of  New  York,  which  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  that  immediate  measures  be  taken  towards 
raising  a  fund  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  be  applied  to 
the  erection  of  a  permanent  fire  proof  building  for  the 
Library  and  Collections  of  the  Historical  Society,  and  for 
its  maintenance  and  support : 

That  for  this  purpose,  a  committee  of  nine  members  be 
appointed,  (by  the  Chair,)  who  shall  have  power  to  add 
to  their  number  and  to  fill  vacancies,  and  that  they  be 
authorized  and  requested  to  solicit  subscriptions  for  that 
purpose  on  the  following  terms,  to  the  observance  and 
fulfilment  of  which  on  its  part  the  Society  pledges  itself: 
The  subscription  shall  be  binding  when  the  sum  often 
thousand  dollars  shall  be  raised.  In  case  a  sum  amount- 
ing to  or  exceeding  this  shall  be  obtained,  but  insufficient 
for  the  erection  of  the  building,  the  same  shall  be  vested 
in  some  good  securities,  either  on  bond  and  mortgage,  or  in 
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the  stocks  of  the  United  States,  or  the  state  of  New  York, 
and  with  the  accumulations  of  interest  be  sacredly  held, 
until  the  same  by  increment  or  addition  shall  in  the 
opinion  of  two  thirds  of  the  members  present  at  some 
stated,  or  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society  to  be  called 
for  that  purpose,  be  deemed  and  declared  sufficient 
therefor. 

Subscribers  of  not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars  each, 
together  with  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  time  being, 
shall  constitute  a  committee  of  the  Society,  to  direct  the 
management  of  such  funds  as  may  be  raised,  until  the 
building  shall  be  constructed  ;  to  select  the  site,  decide 
upon  the  plans,  and  to  superintend  the  erection  and  fitting 
up  of  the  same.  When  the  funds  obtained  shall  be 
declared  sufficient,  as  before  mentioned,  a  proper  site 
shall  be  first  obtained  and  paid  for,  unless  such  site  shall 
have  been  given  or  devised  and  accepted  for  the  purpose, 
and  a  contract  with  proper  specifications  shall  then  be 
entered  into  with  some  competent  architect,  builder  or 
mechanics,  for  the  erection  of  the  building,  in  such  wise 
that  no  debt  shall  remain  after  the  completion  thereof; 
the  building  to  be  of  good  architectural  proportions  and 
fitted  for  the  purpose,  but  perfectly  plain  and  fire  proof 
within  and  without. 

The  conditions  of  the  subscription  shall  include  a  pledge 
on  the  part  of  the  Society,  that  the  money  thus  raised  shall 
be  applied  in  the  above  manner  and  in  no  other,  and  that 
no  debt  shall  thereby  be  incurred  or  remain  to  the  Society, 
and  that  the  Society  shall  take  such  steps  as  shall  be 
sufficient  in  the  law  to  vest  the  building  and  estate 
thereby  acquired  in  trustees,  to  hold  the  same  without 
incumbrance  for  the  uses  of  the  Society.  In  case  the 
amount  raised  shall  prove  more  than  sufficient  for  the 
purchase  of  the  site  and  erection  of  the  building,  the 
surplus  shall  be  likewise  vested  in  such  trustees,  to  be 
inviolably  held  for  the  stated  maintenance  and  support  of 
the  Library. 
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The  chair  appointed  the  following  members  as  such 
committee,  under  the  foregoing  resolution,  viz. : 

Peter  G.  Stuyvesant, 
William  Chatocey, 
Shepherd  Knapp, 

WlLLTAM  B.  ASTOK, 

Charles  H.  Russell, 
Benjamin  H.  Field, 
James  Phalen, 
Robert  B.  Minturn, 
William  H.  Aspinwall. 

The  Librarian  then  offered  the  following  resolution  in 
furtherance  of  the  object  of  the  foregoing,  which  was 
adopted  : 

Resolved,  that  the  committee  appointed  to  procure  funds 
for  the  erection  of  the  Library,  have  power  to  call  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Society,  should  they  deem  it  expe- 
dient, before  the  next  regular  meeting  in  October;  that 
they  be  authorized  to  publish  in  such  of  the  newspapers 
of  the  city  and  state  as  they  may  select,  the  appeal  to  the 
generosity  of  the  citizens  of  New  York  in  behalf  of  this 
object,  reported  by  the  Executive  Committee,  or  such 
other  as  they  shall  prefer,  together  with  the  resolutions  of 
the  society  respecting  the  same,  and  generally  to  take  such 
measures  as  they  consider  proper  and  necessary  to 
accomplish  the  object  of  their  appointment. 

Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  from  the  select  committee 
appointed  at  the  last  meeting,  to  raise  funds  to  advance 
the  mission  of  Dr.  Wilson,  stated  that  about  one  hundred 
and  seventy  five  dollars  were  subscribed  by  the  members 
of  the  society  before  leaving  the  rooms  after  the  adjourn- 
ment, and  that  subsequently  about  three  hundred  dollars 
had  been  collected  by  the  committee,  which  had  been 
handed  to  Dr.  Wilson.  He  also  mentioned  the  liberality 
of  a  friend  in  Baltimore,  who  had  contributed  five  hun- 
dred dollars  to  the  same  object. 


0, 
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Mr.  James  W.  Beekraan  then  lead  the  following  paper 
on  the 

1     Earthy  European  Colonies  on  the  Delaware  : 

One  of  the  most  grateful  duties  of  this  society  is  to  pre- 
serve the  memory  of  unrewarded  good  deeds. 

Many  a  wise  plan  has  been  carried  into  effect  by  other 
hands  than  these  by  which  it  was  traced  ;  many  a  repu- 
tation has  been  acquired  by  the  labors  and  merits  of 
another.  We  call  our  country  America,  while  we  all 
know  that  its  sponsor  was  Columbus. 

The  original  settlers  of  the  rich  lands  drained  by  three 
of  our  great  rivers,  the  Delaware,  the  Hudson,  and  the 
Connecticut,  were  Dutchmen.  Their  establishments  ful- 
filled the  end  for  which  they  were  planted— the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  Fur  Trade — but  just  as  the  trading  post  had 
expanded  into  the  village,  and  the  village,  in  turn,  had 
surrounded  itself  with  a  circle  of  well-tilled  farms,  daily 
widening  over  the  wilderness,  came  the  English.  A  con- 
quest  by  treaty,  secured  all  that  had  been  accomplished, 
to  the  Anglo-Saxon  name. 

To  show  that  the  Dutch*  deserve  a  larger  share  of  the 
credit  of  what  was  well  done  in  colonizing  the  banks  of 
the  Delaware,  than  is  usually  conceded  them,f  is  the  ob- 
ject of  this  paper. 

William  \VssELiNcx,t  a  merchant  of  Antwerp,  was  the 
father  of  European  enterprise  in  America.  He  had  been 
a  traveller,  and  had  often  visited  Spain,  and  her  West 
India  possessions.  For  many  years  the  vast  resources  of 
the  west  had  filled  his  whole  soul  with  the  grandest  anti- 
cipations. In  1604,  if  not  earlier,  he  drew  up  a  plan  for 
a  West  India  Company,  which  his  influence  with  eminent 

*  The  Netherlander s  are  in  this  country  always  called  Dutch.  In  Europe, 
by  Dutch  they  understand  Germans,  i.  e.  Austrians,  Prussians,  &c.  No  Hol- 
lander calls  himself  Dutch. 

t  Ferris.  Original  Settlements  on  the  Delaware,  p.  28.  O'Callaghan's  New 
Nctherland,  p.  30.     Bancroft's  United  States.     II.,  p.  261. 

X  Pronounced  Youselinx. 
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merchants  throughout  the  Netherlands,  soon  brought  into 
general  favor.  Setting  forth  the  cruel  wrongs  done  by 
the  Spaniard  by  sea  and  land,  he  described  the  fertile 
and  temperate  regions  of  the  West ;  whose  inhabitants 
were  friendly,  hated  Spain,  and  were  eager  to  aid  in  her 
annoyance. 

They  are,  said  the  circular  letter  he  issued,  a  well  clad, 
wrell  formed  people.  The  land  produces  sugar,  oil,  cotton, 
indigo,  wine  and  dye-stuffs,  and  contains  gold,  silver,  and 
other  valuable  minerals.  Moreover,  in  the  course  of  time, 
the  saving  faith  and  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  may  be  planted 
there.* 

To  open  an  intercourse  with  these  regions,  a  company 
was  to  be  formed  by  private  subscription,  and  to  be  char- 
tered by  the  States  General,  on  the  same  basis  as  the 
already  celebrated  East  India  Company. 

This  project  met  with  universal  approbation.  A  charter 
was  prepared  incorporating  the  Dutch  West  India  Compcnnjy 
to  trade  exclusively  for  thirty-six  years  to  America,  from 
the  Straits  of  Magellan  to  Terra  Nova  ;  and  to  the  coast  of 
Africa,  from  the  tropic  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The 
States  General  were  on  the  point  of  passing  the  act  of 
incorporation,  when  overtures  for  peace  were  made  by  the 
Archduke  Albert  of  Austria,  which  engrossing  all  their 
attention,  prevented  the  consummation  of  the  measure.f 
Wsselincx,  however,  did  not  cease  his  exertions.  Twenty 
years  later  he   formed  a  similar  company  in    Sweden. 

The  Admiral  Coligny  had  long  ago  advised  the 
Netherlanders  to  draw  their  resources  for  the  war  which 
the  cruelty  of  Spain  forced  them  to  wage  on  land,  from  the 
commerce  of  their  foes.f  His  advice  was  followed.  To 
the  famous  Geuzen  of  the  patriot  armies  were  soon  added 

•O'Callaghan.  p.  31,  &c. 

t  May,  1607.  Grattan's  History  of  Netherlands,  p.  221.  Russei's  Modern 
Europe.  II.  357. 

t  Lambrechtsen's  New  Netherlands.     In  Collections  N.  Y.  Historical  Society. 
New  Series.    Vol.  I.,  p.  81. 
VOL.    V.  9 
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the    Water- Genzen    of  the   Sea.      The    hardy  fishermen 
crowded    the  privateers  which  were    fitted  out  to  prey 
upon  the  Plate  fleets  of  Spain.     Such  was  the  cradle  of 
that  Navy  which  soon  became  so  formidable.     The  twelve 
years  truce  from  1G09  to  1G21,  removed  during  its  contin- 
uance the  chief  reasons  for  incorporating  a  West  India 
Company ;    for    Spanish  fleets  could  not   then    be    laid 
under  contribution.     Private  associations  meanwhile  sent 
out  occasional  ships,  and  a  bark  of  eighty  tons  fitted  out 
by  the  Amsterdam  Chamber  of  the  East  Jndia  Company, 
brought  Henry  Hudson  to  the  river  which  he  has  named.* 
A  few  persons  were  incorporated  in  1G14,  under  the 
style  of  the  United  New  Netlierland  Company, i  with  the  right 
to  make  four  voyages  within  the  three  years  to  ensue  from 
January  1,  1G1-5  ;  but  nothing  was  done  to  complete  the 
undertaking  of  Wsselincx.     When  war  with  Spain  was 
renewed,  at  the  expiration  of  the  twelve  years  truce,  in 
1621,  the  States  General  lost  no  time  in  preparing    for 
defence.     The  navy  was  again  the  right  arm  of  Holland, 
and  to  annoy  the  commerce  and  harass  the  trade  of  Spain, 
her  only  safety.     With  this  view,  the  Dutch  West  India 
Company  was  chartered,  June  3d,  1G21.|     The  govern- 
ment took  half  a  million  of  florins  in  the  capital  stock  and 
engaged  to  assist  with  another  half  million  as  an  outfit; 
besides  sixteen  armed  ships  and  four  yachts  in  time  of 
war.     The  objects  oi  the  Company  were  set  forth  to  be 
to  extend    commerce,  to  promote    colonization,  to    hunt 
down   pirates,    but  "above  all"  to  humble  the  pride  of 
Spain.      The  charter  was  for  twenty-four  years,  with  a 
pledge  of  renewal.     The  same  privileges  as  to  trade  and 
territories  were  granted,  that  were  embraced  in  WTsselincx's 
original  petition.     Its  government  was  vested  in  a  Board 
of  Nineteen  delegates,  eight  (and  in  1G29,  nine)  of  whom 


•Brodhead's  Report,  Assembly  Doc.   I.,  150.     O'Callaghan.  p.  33.    Moul- 
ton.    203,  &c. 
t  O'Callaghan.    p.  76.    Hoi.  Doc.  J  Bancroft.    II.,  275. 
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were  from  the  Chamber  at  Amsterdam,  four  from  Zealand, 
two  from  Meuzii,  and  one  from  each  of  the  Chambers  at 
Friezeland,  the  Department  of  North  Holland  and  Groe- 
ningen.  The  nineteenth  was  named  by  the  States  Gene- 
ral. The  Chamber  of  Amsterdam  had  charge  of  New 
Netherland,  and  that  of  Zeelandt,  seems  to  have  taken 
care  of  the  Brazils.* 

This  great  company  was  the  instrument  through  which 
almost  every  thing  m  America  of  Dutch  origin  was  done. 
New  Netherland  formed  but  a  part  of  its  vast  possessions. 
All  its  measures,  like  those  of  a  General  at  the  head  of  a 
numerous  army,  were  directed  to  a  consistent  purpose, 
the  destruction  of  the  foe.  The  directors  looked  for  their 
dividends  to  the  success  of  their  fleets,  which  were  eleva- 
ted by  government  from  privateers  into  a  regular  navy. 

Pieter  Heyn  was  one  of  its  admirals,  and  his  conquest 
in  162S  of  a  Spanish  fleet  loaded  with  treasure  to  the 
value  of  twelve  million  florins,  enabled  the  direction  to 
declare  a  dividend  for  that  }Tear  of  fifty  per  cent.t  In 
1633,  the  company  owned  one  hundred  and  twenty  ves- 
sels of  from  three  hundred  to  eight  hundred  tons,  and 
employed  between  eight  and  nine  thousand  men.f 

The  first  settlement  of  Europeans  on  the  Delaware 
Bay  and  River,  was  made  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Dutch  West  India  Company.  In  June,  1G23,  one  of  the 
captains  in  its  service,  Cornells  Jacobscn  Mcij  in  the  ship 
New  Nctherla?id>  sailed  up  the  South  or  Prince  Hendrick's 
River,  and  on  its  eastern  bank  fifteen  leagues  from  its 
mouth  built  Fort  Nassau.  Its  site  was  a  few  miles  below 
Camden,  and  near  the  present  Gloucester  Point  in  New 
Jersey.^  Cape  May  still  preserves  the  name  of  the  first 
white  man  who  explored  the  Delaware.  Hudson  entered 
the  capes  in  1609,  but  did  not  ascend  the  river. 


*Lambrechts<»n.    p.  83. 

tGrattan.  p.  2">3.     Larnbrechtsen.  p.  103,  <Stc. 
t  Hoi.  Dec,  quoted  in  O'Callaghan.     p.  157. 
§  Ferris,  p.  19.    Bancroft.  II.  p.  277. 
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May  established  a  trailing  post  at  Fort  Nassau,  which 
from  its  position  seems  to  have  been  at  first  neglected. 
De  Vries,  who  visited  it  January  oth,  1633,  found  the 
families  of  the  West  India  Company  no  longer  there  ;  but 
the  place  does  not  appear  to  have  been  deserted.  *  De 
Vries,  an  officer  of  artillery  in  the  regular  service,  had 
joined  Samuel  Godyn  in  a  palroon's  colonie  on  the  South 
river,  tin  1631,  ihey  had  planted  a  settlement  of  thirty- 
two  souls  at  Hocrn  A7t7,  near  Cape  Henlopen.  This  colony 
was  provided  with  seeds,  fanning  tools,  cattle  and  all  the 
implements  of  the  whale  fishery.  And  after  every  provis- 
ion for  their  comfort  and  security  that  science  or  wealth 
could  make,  the  colonists  were  left  under  the  charge  of 
Giles  Hoossett.  The  colonic  was  named  Zwanendaal,  Tke 
Vale  of  Swans.  On  his  return  in  1633,  De  Vries  found 
his  settlement  broken  up.  The  bones  of  his  people  lay 
whitening  in  the  sun,  scarce  a  vestige  of  the  trading  house 
remained.  The  Indians  came  down  to  the  shore  ;  De 
Vries  having  heard  of  the  calamity  before  he  sailed  from 
the  Netherlands,  exhibited  no  surprize.  Making  presents 
of  cloth  to  the  savages,  he  induced  one  of  them  to  pass 
the  night  on  board  his  vessel.  From  him  he  learned  the 
sad  details.  Hoossett  one  day  had  set  up  a  post  upon 
which  he  nailed  a  piece  of  tin  stamped  with  the  arms  of 
Holland.  An  Indian  chief  took  a  fancy  to  the  glittering 
metal,  thinking  to  bend  it  up  into  a  tobacco  pipe.  Great 
was  the  rage  of  Hoossett  at  this  discreditable  use  of  the 
emblem  of  his  nation  ;  the  poor  savages  imagined  that 
6ome  dire  offence  had  been  committed,  and  in  an  alterca- 
tion among  themselves  the  chief  lost  his  life.     To  revenge 


♦Van  Twiller,  who  was  displaced  in  1G3S  from  the  post  of  Director  General 
for  alleged  neglect  of  duty,  proved  by  a  witness,  thai  he  had  built  at  Fort 
Nassau  one  large  house,  and  had  repaired  the  fortification.  Andries  Hudde,  who 
had  commanded  that  fort,  declares  that  in  1638,  there  was  a  sufficient  garrison 
on  the  river,  and  that  the  Company  had  betn  in  possession  more  than  fourteen 
years  before  the  settlement  of  the  Swedes. 

t  Voyages  of  De  Vries.     lltat.  Society  Collections.     I.  250. 
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his  death,  his  family  and  followers  treacherously  murdered 
the  whole  of  the  whites  while  working  in  the  fields  in 
mid-day.  Such  was  the  end  of  ZwancndaaL  De  Vries 
then  went  up  the  river  to  Fort  Nassau,  thence  sailed  for 
Virginia  and  the  Manhattans,  and  planted  several  settle- 
ments on  Staten  Island  and  on  the  North  river.  He  did 
not  again  visit  the  Delaware.* 

Wsselincx  the  Netherlander  was  then  a  resident  of 
Stockholm.  He  had  not  for  a  moment  lost  sight  of  the 
ruling  idea  of  his  life,  discoveries  and  settlements  in  the 
west.  Twenty  years  earlier,  in  his  native  country,  he 
had  almost  accomplished  his  hopes;  but  reasons  of  state, 
as  we  have  seen,  for  the  time  put  off  the  enterprize,  and 
he  appears  to  have  wandered  abroad  a  disappointed  man. 
In  1624,  Wsselincx  proposed  to  the  great  Gustavus  his 
plan  for  a  trading  company,  to  embrace  in  its  operations 
Asia,  Africa,  America  and  Terra  Magellanica.t  He  dwelt 
upon  its  profits,  showed  how  the  heathen  would  be  brought 
within  the  influence  of  Christianity,  how  the  dominions  of 
Sweden  would  be  extended,  and  the  burdens  of  the 
people  at  home  diminished.  He  at  last  succeeded.  The 
king  granted  him  a  commission  to  form  the  company  he 
desired.  The  royal  interpreter  translated  his  plan  and 
subscription  papers  into  Swedish.  The  thing  took. 
Gustavus  recommended  it  to  the  States,  and  an  edict  on 
the  2d  July,  1626,  authorized  the  incorporation  ;  offices 
were  opened  in  all  the  chief  towns.  The  king  headed 
the  list  of  subscribers  with  four  hundred  thousand  rix 
thalers;  all  the  royal  family,  the  nobles  and  the  clergy 
swelled  the  books  of  subscription.  Ships  and  all  neces- 
saries were  provided.  An  admiral,  vice  admiral,  troops, 
commissaries,  merchants  and  assistants,  were  appointed 
when  the  German  war  broke  out  and  the  fall  of  Gustavus 


*  O'Callaghan.  p.  138.  Ferris,  p.  22. 

t  Bancroft.    II.  p.  234.    Acreiios,  in  Hist.  Society's  Collections. 
I.  403.    Ferris,    p.  29,  &c. 
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Adolphus  at  the  battle  of  Leutzen  once  more  defeated  the 
hopes  of  Wsseliricx.  The  preparations  made  for  the 
colony,  which  he  had  advised  should  be  planted  on 
the  Delaware,  were  diverted  to  other  uses,  and  the 
funds  raised  on  the  occasion  were  employed  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  war.*  A  few  days  before  the  battle  of 
Leutzen,  Gustavus  recommended  the  enterprize  of  colo- 
nizing the  west,  to  the  Germans.  His  proclamation  was 
not  published  until  after  his  death,  when  the  chancellor 
Oxenstiern  issued  it  as  a  kind  of  last  wish  of  the  hero.t 
Subscription  to  the  company,  from  the  first,  was  open  to 
the  merchants  of  all  nations.  Oxenstiern  now  renewed  its 
privileges  and  the  Four  Chicles  of  Germany  assembled 
at  Frankfort  in  December  1034,  confirmed  his  grant, 
with  the  declaration,  that  success  in  such  an  undertaking 
would  be  a  blessing  to  the  whole  of  Europe.  But  where 
was  "Wsselincx  '?  We  hear  of  him  no  more.  After  twice 
bringing  a  vast  design  to  the  very  point  of  fulfilment,  and 
engaging  all  Protestant  Europe  in  the  work  he  had  at 
heart,  he  died  without  sharing  in  the  glories  he  had  ena- 
bled others  to  win.  The  Chancellor  Oxenstiern  has  the 
credit  of  first  permanently  colonizing  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware.  He  merely  executed  the  designs  of  Wsselincx. 
Four  years  elapsed  before  any  thing  was  done.  In  1637 
two  vessels,  the  Key  of  C alma r  and  the  Griffin,  sailed  from 
Gottenburg.t  They  probably  arrived  in  the  Delaware 
in  the  spring  of  1G3S.  Passing  the  Capes  they  landed 
for  the  first  time  at  a  promontory  now  called  MispUUon 
but  named  by  them  Paradise  Point,  for  to  the  weary 
voyagers,  the  fresh  scent  of  the  opening  wild  flowers,  and 
the  bright  tints  of  the  new  foliage,  the  song  of  the  birds, 
and  the  clear  expanse  of  unruffled  waters,  made  a  Para- 
dise   indeed.       After  a  few   days    rest    the   emigrants 


*  H.  Ternaiix  Compaas, 

tH.  Teroaux  Corapans.    Notice  sur  la  co'oaie  de  la  Nouvelle  Suede.   Paris, 
1843. 
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re-embarked  and  went  up  the  river  to  the  Minquas  creek, 
now  the  Christina.  Turning  into  the  Minquas,  they 
ascended  it  about  two  miles,  and  at  a  remarkable  rock 
jutting  out  into  the  stream  like  a  wharf,  they  finally  went 
on  shore.  Here  they  built  their  little  fort,  erected  their 
humble  place  of  worship,  for  the  Swedes  were  a  religious 
people,  and  grouped  their  dwellings  in  a  cluster  around. 
They  named  the  Minquas,  Christina  creek,  their  fort 
Christina,  in  honor  of  their  Queen.  Wilmington  now 
stands  on  the  same  spot.  The  party  was  under  the 
command  of  Peter  Minuits,  a  Hollander,  and  formerly  a 
director  of  the  Dutch  West  India  Company,  but  then  in 
the  Swedish  service.  Reorus  Torkillus,  a  Lutheran  minis- 
ter, was  the  Pastor.  Both  Minuits  and  Torkillus  left  their 
bones  in  Christina. 

The  Swedish  settlement  being  within  the  territories  of 
New  Netherland,  Kieft,  then  Director  General  at  the 
Manhattans,  sent  Minuits  a  protest  against  his  unautho- 
rized doings.  Time  passed  away  without  any  collision. 
The  title  to  the  country  was  so  clearly  in  the  Dutch,  that 
the  Swedish  officer  could  make  no  reply.*  Meanwhile 
such  favorable  reports  went  back  to  Sweden,  that  a  new 
expedition  was  fitted  out  in  1G40,  by  Captain  Jacob  Pow- 
elson,  who  brought  over  the  ship  Fredcnburg,  laden  with 
men,  cattle,  and  farming  implements.  Other  persons  sent 
out  vessels  during  the  same  year.  The  Swedish  govern- 
ment felt  so  sure  of  its  authority,  that  it  appointed  Jost  de 
Bogart  as  chief  over  the  Hollanders  who  might  settle  or 
be  found  within  the  boundaries  of  New  Sweden.  In 
1640,  some  English  families  settled  on  Salem  creek,  but 
they  were  regarded  with  equal  distrust  by  the  Dutch  and 
the  Swedes,  and  finally  in  1G42,  were  driven  away  by 
the  common  consent  of  both.  Minuits  died  in  1041  ; 
honored  by  those  over  whom  he  had  so  faithfully  watched. 
Peter   Hollendaer    succeeded    to    the    command.       He 

*  Ferris,    p.  43.    ct  seq. 


94  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

returned  to  Sweden  at  the  end  of  about  a  year  and  a  half, 
probably  on  the  arrival  of  Governor  Printz  in  January, 
1643.  Printz  came  at  the  head  of  a  large  expedition  ;  six 
vessels  had  been  overloaded  with  passengers  ;  yet  more 
than  one  hundred  families  were  unable  to  find  room.* 
He  established  his  colony  at  Tinicum,  the  present  site  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Lazaretto,  a  short  distance  above 
Chester,  built  himself  "a  very  handsome  dwelling,  with 
orchards,  gardens  and  pleasure  house,"  and  intended  to 
found  there  the  emporium  of  New  Sweden. t  His  instruc- 
tions dated  Stockholm,  August  15th,  1G42,  style  him 
Governor  of  New  Sweden.  They  command  him  to  promote 
in  every  way  a  sincere  piety  towards  God — to  maintain 
public  worship — to  urge  the  virtuous  education  of  child- 
ren— to  administer  justice  according  to  Swedish  laws. 
Different  religions  were  to  be  tolerated  on  the  sole 
condition  that  those  who  professed  either,  should  abstain 
from  every  useless  dispute,  from  all  scandal  and  from  all 
abuse.  Such  were  the  very  words  of  this  wise  code  of 
instructions.  But  with  regard  to  the  Dutch,  his  orders 
were  to  deny  their  pretended  right  to  any  land  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river  ;  and  in  short,  to  treat  with  utter 
defiance  all  Dutchmen  and  their  claims.  Ferris,  a  recent 
and  very  conscientious  annalist  of  the  doings  on  the  Dela- 
ware, goes  at  length  into  the  question  of  Swedish  rights, 
and  completely  establishes  the  conclusion,  that  the  "  sole 
right  to  acquire  the  soil  of  the  natives,  according  to  the 
law  of  nations,  was  in  the  Dutch." 

Printz  was  a  huge,  ii re-eating  veteran,  who  weighed 
four  hundred  pounds,  and  was,  strange  to  say,  fierce  in 
proportion.  His  fat  brought  him  no  benevolence.  His 
activity,  say  the  Dutch  writers  of  the  day,  was  wonderful. 
He  tore  down  their  trading  houses,  ridiculed  the  idea  of 
"title  by  original  occupancy,"  or  any  other  title  than  the 
title  by  squatting,  so  popular  in  these  our  days  of  progress. 

•  H.  Teraaiuc  Compara.  t  Ferris,    p.  63. 
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He  ransacked  every  Dutch  vessel  that  entered  the  bay, 
and  even  made  the  skippers  pay  toll  for  the  privilege  of 
visiting  their  own  Fort  Nassau,  which  had  been  fortified 
fifteen  years  before  the  coming  of  the  Swedes.*  Within 
eight  months  after  his  arrival,  Printz  had  built  two  forts, 
one  at  Tinicum,  which  he  nnmed  Nab  Gothcmburgh,  the 
other  at  Salem  creek  called  Elfsborg,  a  sort  of  block  house 
mounted  with  eight  twelve  pounders,  which  commanded 
the  river.  Meanwhile,  Andries  Hudde,  commissary',  as 
he  was  styled,  for  the  West  India  Company,  was  watch- 
ing the  motions  of  the  Swedes.  A  full  report  of  their 
doings  was  made  to  the  authorities  at  the  Manhattans. 
During  the  summer  of  1646,  Hudde  in  pursuance  of 
orders  from  his  principals,  purchased  from  its  Indian 
owner  the  identical  land  on  which  now  stands  the  city 
of  Philadelphia.  Its  Indian  name  was  SanthicanA  On 
the  25th  September,  1646,  the  purchase  was  made  and 
the  arms  of  the  Netherland  West  India  Company  set  up 
in  token  of  their  ownership.  A  number  of  Hollanders 
were  preparing  to  build  without  delay,  and  Philadelphia 
came  near  being  like  New  York  a  city  of  the  Dutch. 
Printz,  however,  sent  a  force  to  tear  down  the  arms  of 
the  Company  and  drive  away  the  Hollanders;  which  was 
done  with  all  sorts  of  abuse  and  violence.  On  the  23d 
October,  Hudde  despatched  a  sergeant  with  a  guard  and 
a  letter  of  remonstrance.  Printz,  however,  tossed  the 
letter  away  without  opening  it,  turned  his  back  on  the 
messenger  and  walked  off*.  The  sergeant  still  waiting 
for  a  reply,  Printz  took  up  a  gun  and  drove  him  out  of 
the  room.  This  was  throwing  down  the  gauntlet.  While 
matters  were    in    this  comfortable    condition,     Director 


♦Ante.     p.  7. 

t  Ferris,  p.  75.  Acrelius  is  mistaken  in  supposing  Santhikan  to  be  Trenton, 
for  Hudde  describes  the  place  as  one  (Dutch)  miie  north  of  Fort  Nassau.  Tren- 
ton is  six  Dutch  miles  northeast  of  that  fort,  (Gloucester  Point.)  Six  Dutch 
miles  are  four  and  a  quarter  English  milea. 
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General  Kieft  at  the  Manhattans,  a  hot-tempered  and 
incompetent  person,  well  deserving  the  ridicule  he  has 
received,  was  recalled  in  disgrace.  The  veteran  Stuy- 
vesant,  a  man  of  learning  and  a  soldier,  succeeded  him, 
and  arrived  in  New  Amsterdam,  May  27th,  1647.  Stuy- 
vesant  lost  no  time  in  looking  after  the  amiable  Printz. 
Sandhulcn,  the  beautiful  promontory  now  covered  by  the 
town  of  New  Castle,  Delaware,  was  bought  of  the  Indians 
and  a  fort  was  erected  by  the  name  of  Fort  Casimir. 
The  Dutch  soon  appeared  in  such  force  on  the  river,  that 
Fort  Elfsborgh  became  too  hot  for  its  inmates.  Dutch 
skippers  no  longer  paid  tribute ;  and  the  Swedes,  after 
occupying  the  place  seven  years,  discovered  that  the 
Musquitoes  were  that  summer  too  hungry  to  be  endured. 
They  nicknamed  the  fort  Myggcnborgh,  (musquitoville,) 
and  evacuated  it  incontinently,  Printz  grew  more  fretful 
every  day,  and  before  reinforcements  from  Sweden  had 
time  to  reach  him,  set  sail  on  his  return,  leaving  his  son- 
in-law,  John  Pappegoia,  by  way  of  viceroy.  Printz  left 
no  friends,  either  Dutch  or  Swedish,  behind  him.  Not  long 
after  his  departure,  came  the  man-of-war  "Eagle"  bear- 
ing Johan  Claudii  Eisingh,  accompanied  by  Lindstrohm 
a  military  engineer,  and  a  considerable  force.  Fort  Casi- 
mir was  taken  without  delay,  enlarged  and  strengthened, 
and  under  the  sonorous  title  of  Trcfalldigheit  bid  defiance 
to  the  Dutch.  Stuyvesant,  quickly  informed  of  the  event, 
seized  the  Swedish  ship  Golden  Shark,  which  had  blun- 
dered into  the  Raritan  instead  of  the  Delaware,  and  fitted 
out  an  expedition  of  sc\en  armed  ships  with  seven 
hundred  men  against  the  Swedes.  But  why  should  we 
narrate  the  history  of  his  adventures;  are  they  not  written 
in  the  veracious  Chronicle  of  Diedrich  Knickerbocker? 
Peace  be  with  his  ashes  !  When  he  wielded  over  the 
reputation  of  our  ancestors  Geoffrey  Crayon's  sceptre,  he 
held  it,  perhaps,  over  the  losel  Yankees  as  a  rod  of  iron, 
but  to  the  hapless  Dutchmen,  it  became  a  red-hot  poker. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that  Stuyvesant  triumphed  almost  with- 
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out  opposition,  and  the  Swedish  rule  on  the  Delaware 
was  at  an  end. 

At  the  time  of  the  conquest  by  Stuyvesant,  in  1655, 
there  were  about  seven  hundred  Swedes  in  the  country. 
They  had  so  many  cattle  that  a  part  ran  wild  in  the 
woods  ;  they  raised  tobacco,  flax  and  wool ;  they  wove 
linen  and  cloth,  for  the  Swedish  government  imposed  no 
restrictions  on  the  industry  of  its  colonists.*  They  had  a 
church  at  Tinicurm  and  another  at  Fort  Christina,  in  which 
Lars  Lorkenius  officiated,  and  in  which  Reorus  Torkillus, 
and  Campanius,  had  preceded  him.  They  were  an 
orderly,  contented  people.  The  Dutch  treated  them 
kindly.  In  1693,  a  letter  signed  by  thirty-six  of  the  prin- 
cipal Swedes  on  the  Delaware,  was  sent  to  Stockholm,  in 
which  they  say,  M  Since  this  country  has  ceased  to  be 
under  the  government  of  Sweden,  we  are  bound  to  acknow- 
ledge and  declare,  for  the  sake  of  truth,  that  we  have 
been  well  and  kindly  treated,  as  well  by  the  Dutch  as  by 
His  Majesty  the  King  of  England." 

Stuyvesant  left  Derick  Smidt  Commissary  pro-tem., 
but  in  a  few  days  appointed  John  Paul  Jacquet,  Governor 
on  the  South  River,  November  29th,  1655.  Jacquet  was 
recalled  in  April,  1657,  and  Jacob  Alrich  was  commis- 
sioned by  the  Burgomssters  and  Council  in  Amsterdam, 
to  preside  over  their  colony.  Some  uncertainty  has  existed 
as  to  the  relative  condition  and  boundaries  of  the  two  colo- 
nies, the  City's  and  the  Company's.  Unhappily,  the  care- 
ful scrutiny  of  Brodhead  has  only  served  to  show  that  the 
records  of  the  West  India  Company  are  destroyed. t  From 
a  comparison  of  various  authorities,  however,  it  is  sufficient- 
ly clear,  that  the  department  of  the  Company  in  the  city  of 
Amsterdam,  (which  it  will  be  remembered  had  supervision 
of  the  New  Netherlands,)  sold  a  part  of  the  territory  on  the 
South    River   to   the   Municipality   of  Amsterdam. f      In 

*  H.  Ternaux  Compans. 

t  J.  R.  Brodhead.     Final  Report  to  the  Legislature  of  New- York,  p.  9, 10. 

X  Lambrechtsen.     In  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  n.  8.,  p.  107. 


98  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

March,  1656,  the  Directors  of  the  Company,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  thousand  guilders,  con- 
veyed to  that  city  the  laud  on  the  west  side  of  the  river 
from  the  Christina,  (Brandywine,)  southerly  to  Bomties 
(Bombay)  Hook:  and  afterwards,  about  1658,  extended 
the  grant  to  Cape  Henioper..* 

No  arrangements  appear  to  have  been  made  by  the 
Company  for  the  government,  of  its  remaining  territories 
on  the  Delaware,  until  the  next  year.  In  October,  1658, 
William  Bcekman.  a  man  of  probity  and  liberal  educa- 
tion, who  had  been  in  the  New  Netherlands  since  1647, 
wras  appointed  Vice-Director  for  the  Company  on  the 
South  River.  He  had  been  Alderman  repeatedly  in  New 
Amsterdam,  and  according  to  some  accounts  in  old  Am- 
sterdam. A  lame  number  of  his  letters,  or  rather  des- 
patches to  Stuyvesant,  are  extant  in  Albany.  These  let- 
ters are  curious,  as  presenting  the  only  picture  we  have 
of  matters  as  they  really  were  in  those  days  on  the  Dela- 
ware. In  March,  1000,  he  writes  that  the  Swedish  nation 
contained  but  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  capable  of 
bearing  arms.  The  different  settlements  of  the  Swedes 
and  Fins,  says  he,  cannot  converse  with  one  another  for 
want  of  knowledge  of  each,  other's  language.! 

Beekman  resided  at  AUona,  a  new  name  for  the  former 
Swedish  Fort  Christina,  now  the  city  of  Wilmington,  and 
thence  nearly  all  his  letters  are  written. 

In  charge  of  a  few  petty  trading  posts,  the  garrison  of 
the  largest  of  which  sometimes  did  not  amount  to  ten  men, 
he  was  almost  reduced  to  a  mere  custom  house  officer — 
but  during  the  ibur  years  he  remained  in  command,  he 
did  every  thing  that  his  resources  permitted  for  the  good 
of  his  people.     Stuyvesant  had  a  dread  of  a  Swedish  re- 


*  Bancroft,  II.,  298.  Compare.  Beekman's  Instructions  in  Albany  Records, 
§Tii.     MS.  vol. 

Acrelius  reverses  this  statement  of  boundaries,  but,  with  later  writers  who  fol- 
low him,  is  undoubtedly  in  error. 

t  Beekman's  letters.     Letter  of  AprU  6,  1660.— MS. 
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belllon,  and  straightly  enjoined  that  the  Swedes  should 
be  removed  from  their  farms,  and  forced  to  settle  in  a 
village,  where  they  could  be  better  watched,  he  named 
Passayunk,  a  beautiful  piece  of  land  between  Wicaco  and 
Schuylkill,  as  the  spot.  "Beckman,"  says  Acrelius,  a 
Swedish  historian,*  "  endeavored  to  persuade  them  to 
remove,  but  in  vain  ;  he  represented  to  Stuyvesant  that  it 
was  unmerciful  to  force  people  from  their  cultivated  lands, 
and  put  them  to  new  labor  and  expense.  He  therefore 
urged  Stuyvesant  to  recall  his  order  and  to  provide  the 
Swedes  with  books  in  order  to  reconcile  them  better." 
Three  times  he  entreated  the  Governor  General  to  send 
ministers  of  religion  to  the  south  river.  The  Attorney 
General  was  about  to  visit  the  colony — "  I  solicit,"  says 
Beekman  "  that  he  may  be  accompanied  by  a  minister 
of  the  Gospel,  as  by  this  act  your  Honor  will  do  us  a 
great  kindness."t  There  was  a  Swedish  Clergyman  near 
Altona,  named  Lars  Lorkenius,  who  figures  largely  in  the 
letters.  He  furnished  arich  case  of  crim.  con.  to  the  crov- 
enor  and  council ;  and  his  lugubrious  petition  to  be  re- 
leased from  a  fine  incurred  by  his  extraordinary  method 
of  curing  the  misfortune,  is  reported  at  length.  It  seems 
that  a  certain  miscreant  belonging  to  the  garrison,  Jacob 
Jeugh  by  name,  eloped  with  the  wife  of  Lorkenius;  the 
unhappy  husband,  on  missing  the  fair  one,  rushed  to  the 
quarters  of  Jeugh,  and  demanded  if  any  body  had  seen 
his  wife  with  the  soldier  ?  "  You  are  her  master,"  said 
a  woman,  "look  for  her  yourself!" — Jacob  Jeugh's  door 
was  locked.  Snatching  up  an  axe,  the  frantic  parson  dash- 
ed the  panels  to  pieces,  but  found  nothing  within  save  some 
clothes  and  dirty  stockings  strewed  over  the  floor.  He 
complained  to  the  vice  director ;  pursuit  was  made,  of 
course  in  vain,  and  within  a  month  he  petitioned  for  and 
obtained  a  divorce  with  a  view  (nothing  daunted  by  his 


*  Acrelius,  N.  Y.  Historical  Society  Collections,  N.  S.  I.  p.  423. 
t  Letters,  Albany  Records.     MS.     Letter  of  August  3d,  1G62. 
VOL    V.  10 
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first  trial  of  matrimony)  to  many  again.  One  morning 
Beekman  Is  amazed  bv  the  news  that  the  Finnish  minister 
had  married  himsclflasi  Sunday,  to  a  plump  Swedish  girl 
of  eighteen  ;  "a  transaction,"  gravely  adds  the  Vice  Direc- 
tor, "in  my  opinion,  entirely  unlawful"  Proceedings  were 
instituted,  the  Rev.  Lars,  as  he  is  termed,  fined,  and  his 
new  marriage  declared  illegal  and  void — whereupon 
we  have  a  most  touching  petition  from  the  offending 
Lorkenius;  "I  have  fallen"  says  he,  "from  one  misfortune 
into  another,  because  all  my  deeds  have  been  misconstrued. 
I  found  nothing  but  a  few  pairs  of  stockings  which  the 
fugitive  raptor  or  my  wife  left  behind.  I  had  no  other 
intention  but  to  search  for  my  wife.  As  to  marrying  my- 
self, I  acted  justly.  As  I  had  done  before  with  others, 
exactly  as  others  do,  who  are  not  prosecuted  for  it — and 
without  any  evil  intention."  The  decision  in  his  case 
was  not,  however,  reversed.* 

On  the  30th  December,  16£9,  Jacob  Alrich,  commissary 
over  the  city's  purchase,  died,  and  an  insolent  clerk,  Alex- 
ander Hinoyossa,  who  had  been  named  as  his  successor 
by  Alrich  on  his  death  bed,  began  a  career  of  misrule. 
Many  of  Beekman's  letters  are  filled  with  details  of  Hino- 
yossa's  outrages,  and  happily  for  the  memory  of  the 
Vice  Director,  the  charges  he  makes  are  supported  by 
many  affidavits  regularly  attested.  Let  one  paragraph 
suffice.  "  Gentlemen,"  says  he,  "I  find  myself  obliged  by 
my  oath,  my  office  and  my  honor,  to  communicate  to  you 
how  Hinoyossa  takes  away  the  palisades  from  his  fort  and 
burns  them  in  his  Brewery."!  And  he  goes  on  to  enume- 
rate other  misdeeds,  such  as  selling  the  new  guns  and  the 
mill  stones  sent  out  by  the  city  of  Amsterdam. 

Hinoyossa,  however,  was  in  the  employ  of  the  buyers. 
Beekman,  though  the  superior  officer,  acted  for  the  sellers 
of  the  territory,  and  altera  few  years,  in  December  1663, 
the  whole  region  on  the  Delaware,  from  its  source  to  the 


Beekman  Letters,  MS.  t  Letter  of  8th  June,  16G2.     MS. 
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sea,  was  conveyed  by  the  West  India  Company  to  the 
city.*  Hinoyossa  enjoyed  his  extended  domains  less  than 
a  year,  for  in  October  1664,  the  English  took  possession 
of  the  whole  country, — a  possession  which  though  disturb- 
ed for  a  short  time  ten  years  later,  they  finally  maintained. 

During  the  Dutch  rule  on  the  Delaware,  farming  was 
comparatively  neglected.  The  inhabitants  of  all  nations 
did  not  exceed  twelve  hundred.  The  lots  conveyed  to  set- 
tlers were  small — most  of  them  town  lots — laborers  were 
not  to  be  had — Fur  Trade,  not  agriculture  was  the  object 
in  view. 

After  the  sale  to  the  city  of  Amsterdam  in  1664,  Beek- 
man  was  transferred  to  the  government  of  the  Colony  of 
Esopus.  He  was  in  New  York  in  1674,  and  after  serving 
as  Burgomaster  and  Alderman  twelve  times,  died  there 
in  1717. t  Under  the  English,  the  south  river  settlers  were 
very  hardly  treated,  The  Colony  of  New  York  -and  the 
west  bank  of  the  Delaware  were  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Duke  of  York.  He  governed  on  the  principle  that 
"the  method  for  keeping  men  in  order  is  severity,  and  the 
laying  such  taxes  as  might  not  give  them  liberty  to  enter- 
tain any  other  thoughts  but  how  to  discharge  them."!  Even 
the  patient  Swedes  rebelled,  and  Konigsmark  the  Long 
Finn,  is  famed  in  the  early  annals  of  the  Delaware, 
as  the  first  man  who  resisted  despotism  there.  His  as- 
sociate in  the  rebellion,  Coleman,  escaped,  but  his  property- 
was  confiscated.  The  Long  Finn  was  seized,  taken  to 
New  York,  tried  before  Lovelace,  and  adjudged  worthy  of 
death.  His  sentence  was  however  commuted  into  severe 
whipping,  branding  with  the  letter  11.  (tor  rebel)  and 
transportation  to  Barbadoes  to  be  sold  as  a  slave.  The 
whole  sentence  was  executed.  No  wonder  then,  that  when 
the  gallant Evertsen,  in  1673,  appeared  with  a  Dutch  Fleet 

•  Transfer  of  South  River  Colony,  dated  at  New  Amsterdam  December  22d, 
1663.    Albany  Records.     MS. 
t  Valentine's  Manual  of  the  Corporation  of  New  York, 
t  Ferris,    p.  120 
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to  recover  the  American  possessions  of  the  United  States 
of  the  Netherlands,  he  was  welcomed  wich  acclamation. 
No  resistance  was  anywhere  met  with,  and  but  for  the 
provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  Westminster,  February  19th, 
1674,*  by  which  conquests  made  during  the  war  were  to 
be  mutually  given  up,  Dutchmen  might  have  held  their 
own — Dlis  dliter  visum. 

At  the  time  of  the  English  conquest  of  New  Netherland, 
the  population  did  not  exceed  six  or  seven  thousand. 
New  England  contained  fifty  thousand;  why  this  differ- 
ence ?  Was  it  that  a  natural  stolidity  and  incapacity  at- 
taches to  every  Dutchman,  or  that  the  sway  of  the  States 
General  was  deadly,  because,  in  the  words  of  a  celebrated 
writer,  "it  rested  on  the  broad  Dutch  bottom  of  unoffend- 
ing imbecility  Y"t  The  stupidity  of  the  Dutchman  was 
the  stupor  of  a  traveller  knocked  down  by  thieves — set 
upon,  ten  against  one,  and  stunned  with  blows  that  his 
pockets  maybe  picked.  Dutch  imbecility  was  the  exhaus- 
tion of  a  warrior  long  striving,  with  his  back  to  a  rock  and 
his  face  to  the  foe — at  bay — lighting  for  his  life,  and  though 
sore  wounded,  yet  never  vanquished. 

Do  we  ridicule  the  stiffened  limbs  and  faltering  gait  of 
a  crippled  soldier,  disabled  while  doing  his  duty? 

The  wonder  is,  not  that  Dutchmen  have  done  so  little 
in  America,  but  that  they  were  able  to  maintain  colonies 
at  all.  During  the  two  periodst  of  Dutch  dominion  in 
New  Netherland,  the  Fatherland,  with  not  over  twelve,  or 
at  most  fifteen  hundred  thousand  inhabitants, ||  was  four 
times  attacked  by  overwhelming  forces,  by  sea  and  land. 
In  1621,  the  States  General  were  resisting  the  Spaniards 
under  Spinola,  till  they  drove  him  from  Bergen-op-Zoom. 
In  1652,  the  Long  Parliament,  anxious  to  check  the  grow- 
ing power  of  their  unemployed  army,  by  diverting  the  re- 

*  Russell,  III.,  293. 

t  Washington  Irving. 

t  1.  From  Discovery  to  16G4.       2.  From  August  9th,  1673,  to  Nov.,  1674. 

|j  Grattan,  p.  267. 
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sources  of  England  to  the  Navy,  attacked  the  Netherlands, 
whose  commerce  offered  a  tempting  prize.  This  is  not 
the  place  to  recite  the  deeds  of  Tramp  or  De  Ruyter.  It 
is  enough  to  state  that  two  of  the  Provinces  alone,  Holland 
and  Zeelandt,  lost  fifteen  hundred  ships  within  two  years.* 
While  still  reeling  under  this  blow,  a  new  war  came 
upon  the  Dutch  from  an  unexpected  quarter.  The  profli- 
gate Charles  II.  broke  through  every  tie  of  gratitude  and 
justice,  to  attack  the  nation  which  had  interfered  to  save 
his  father  from  the  scaffold, t  and  had  given  to  himself 
"refuge  in  misfortune  and  honor  in  prosperity."  Many 
naval  fights  ensued,  after  one  of  which,  bv  a  disgrace  new 
to  England,  an  English  town,  Sheerness,  was  captured  by 
De  Ruyter,  who  burnt  three  ships  of  the  line  in  the  Thames, 
and  insulted  London  itself.  For  six  weeks  the  Dutch  fleet 
rode  in  triumph  in  the  British  Channel.  Charles  was 
eager  to  sign  the  pacification  of  Breda,  in  1667. 

For  the  fourth  time,  in  1672,  the  devoted  Nether- 
lands were  assailed  by  overwhelming  odds.  Without 
warning,  the  English  began  by  a  piracy  upon  the  Dutch 
Smyrna  fleet,  which  was  successfully  resisted.  Charles 
then  united  with  Louis  XIV.  to  crush  the  bold  Dutchmen 
at  a  blow.  It  seemed  no  great  task,  for  there  were  in 
that  little  territory  but  a  million  and  a  half  of  souls,  with- 
out allies,  without  an  army.  Louis,  with  one  hundred  and 
seventy  thousand  men,  led  by  Turenne  and  Conde,  inva- 
ded the  land,  while  the  combined  fleets  of  England  and 
France  appeared  off  the  coast.  Turenne  overran  the 
counttv  without  resistance  :  Louis  established  his  Court 
and  head-quarters  at  Utrecht.  Amsterdam  alone  held  out. 
The  people  came  together  as  one  man  ;  William  III.,  of 
Orange,  directed  their  efforts.  The  dikes  were  cut ;  firms 
and    villages   without   number   were    submerged.      The 


*  Rapin's  England.     Folio,  p.  591. 

t  Grattan,  279.     Russell.     Basnage,  Annalea  des  Provinces  Unies,  p.  142. 
Folio. 
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Netherlanders  resolved  to  abandon  their  homes  rather  than 
submit.  They  made  put  lists  of  all  their  vessels,  and  found 
them  sufficient  to  contain  two  hundred  thousand  families. 
They  prepared  to  cut  their  way  through  the  fleets  of  the 
enemy.  But  God  protects  the  brave  who  put  their  trust 
in  Him.  He  heard  the  prayers  that  ascended  from  every 
hearth  in  Holland,  and  sent  allies  and  succor  when  least 
expected. 

Spain,  the  last  country  on  earth  whence  aid  was  likely 
to  come,  jealous  of  France,  sent  an  Army  to  Holland. 
Louis  was  obliged  to  retreat ;  while  at  sea,  a  victory  crown- 
ed the  Dutch  arms  which  our  own  eloquent  Bancroft  has 
celebrated.  "  The  enthusiasm,"  says  he  "of  the  Dutch  Ma- 
riners dared  almost  infinite  deeds  of  valor  ;  the  noise  of 
the  Artillery  boomed  along  the  low  coast  of  Holland  ;  the 
churches  on  the  shore  were  thronged  with  suppliants, 
begging  victory  for  the  right  cause  and  their  country. 
The  contest  raged,  and  was  exhausted  ;  and  was  again 
renewed  with  unexampled  fury.  But  victory  was  with 
De  Ruyterand  the  younger  Tromp — the  guardians  of  their 
country.  The  British  Fleet  retreated  and  was  pursued, 
the  coasts  of  Holland  were  protected." 

Is  it  wonderful  that  amidst  such  extremities  at  home, 
remote  colonies  should  have  been  neglected  ?  But  for  the 
rapacity  of  England  abroad  and  the  insatiate  craving  for 
more  land  of  the  Puritans  heie,  New  Netherland  might 
have  been  as  powerful  as  New  England.  In  both  hemis- 
pheres the  English  principle  of  action  was, 

"  That  they  should  take,  who  have  the  power, 
And  they  thould  keep,  who  can."* 

The  conduct  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  notwithstanding 
their  many  virtues,  was  sadly  covetous.  "It  might  have 
been  expected,"  says  Lambrcchtsen,  of  Ritthem,t  "that 


*  Wordsworth— Rob  Roy's  Crave. 

t  N.  Y.  Historical  Society  Collections.     New  Series.    I.  p.  98,  99. 
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in  gratitude  for  the  Dutch  hospitality  which  they  had  en- 
joyed for  so  long  a  time  at  Leydeu  and  Amsterdam,  they 
would  have  left  the  Netherlartd  colonies  unmolested.  It 
can  scarce  be  believed,"  says  he,  'kthat  men  so  conscien- 
tious that  the}'  considered  themselves  in  duty  bound  not 
to  make  the  least  concession  in  anv  disputed  point  about 
religious  rituals ;  men  so  highly  revering  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures that  they  felt  themselves  in  duty  bound  to  distin- 
guish their  cities  and  villages  by  biblical  names,  should 
so  little  care  about  their  Netherland  neighbors  of  the  same 
religious  creed,  should,  respect  so  little  their  anterior  pos- 
session." Weil  might  the  Dutch  wonder  at  the  modesty 
of  a  people  who  claimed  the  whole  country,  from  the  Con- 
necticut to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  in  reply  to  the  question 
"  Where,  then,  is  New  Netherland  V"  could  answer,  M  We 
do  not  know  /"* 

Despite  all  the  difficulties  caused  by  repeated  wars, 
the  colonies  of  the  Dutch  were  in  a  flourishing  state  at 
the  time  of  the  surrender  to  England.  Children  swarmed 
in  every  village.  French  Protestants  came  in  such  num- 
bers that  the  public  documents  were  sometimes  issued 
in  French.  Lumber  was  exported  to  France— tiles 
were  manufactured — stately  buildings  were  erected — 
the  Waldenses  found  a  free  passage  and  a  safe  refuge — 
no  religion  was  molested.  The  Governor  General  Kieft, 
at  heavy  cost,  bought  the  freedom  of  some  Jesuit  priests 
who  had  been  taken  captive  by  the  savages.  He  protect- 
ed Father  Iogucs,  who  had  fled  to  Beverswyck  for  safety, 
and  gave  him  a  free  passage  to  Europe.  Brcssani, 
another  Jesuit,  after  being  ransomed,  was  tenderly  nursed 
until  cured,  clothed,  furnished  with  money,  a  letter  of  safe 
conduct  and  a  free  passage  to  Holland.  Such  was  the 
chanty  of  Calvinists.f  Liberal  political  institutions  were 
promulgated,  modelled  on  the  municipal  freedoms  of  the 
fatherland,  long  before  emigrations  from  Connecticut  had 

•Bancroft.    11.310.  tO'Callaghan.    336. 
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taken  place,  and  of  course  before  the  puritan  idea  of 
popular  freedom  had  been  engrafted  on  New  Netherland. 
"By  God's  blessing,"  said  the  people  of  Manhattan,  "we 
shall  in  a  few  years  become  a  mighty  people."* 

The  Dutch  have  been  censured  for  a  love  of  ease  and 
quiet,  for  a  neglect  of  the  education  of  their  children,  for 
a  contented  mediocrity,  satisfied  with  present  comfort,  and 
not  aspiring  after  better  things.     It  is  in  human  nature  to 
prize  most  that  of  which  we  have  the  least,  provided  it 
be  desirable.     The  Dutch  during  almost  the  whole  period 
of  the  colonization  of  our  country,  were  as  we  have  seen, 
at  war — resisting  invasion — -inured  to  the  midnight  alarm, 
the  siege,  the  battle-field,  the  sea-fight — harassed  by  loss 
of  property,  of  family,  often  of  home.     Men  reared  in  such 
scenes  of  fierce  excitement  long  for  rest,  peace,  quiet,  as  the 
first  of  blessings.     "  Repose  is  hajipiHess"  is  written  above 
the  gate  of  many  a  country  seat  in  the  fatherland  ;  and 
what  can  be  more  natural  than  such  a  sentiment?     Edu- 
cation in  those  times  of  strife  was  confined  to  a  few,  but 
those  could  not  have  been  illiterate  days  which  produced 
Erasmus,    Grotius,    Barneveldt,  the  two    De  Witts  and 
Bcerhaave.    The  people  were  brutalized  by  bloodshed  and 
misfortune — they    became    sullen — they    despaired — and 
their  children  were  sometimes  neglected.     In  later  years, 
the  common  schools  of  Holland  have  become  the  admira- 
tion of  Europe.     Cousin  is  warm  in  their  praise.t     The 
children  in  many  district  schools  there,  can  read   anv 
piece  of  music  and  sing  it  at  sight,  as  readily  as  children 
in  our  own  public   schools  can  read  the  Lord's  prayer. 
Dutch  enterprize  used  to  be  proverbial.     It  may  be  well 
now  to  say,  that  at  this  moment,  the  greatest  steam-pump 
that  has  yet  been  built,  is  in  Holla/id,  emptying  a  basin 
seventy  square  miles  in  extent — the  Harlaem  Sea — at  the 


•  Bancroft,  II.,  303. 

t  Instruction  Publique  en  HolianJe,  par  M.  Victor  Cousin,     p.  155. 


NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY,  107 

bottom  of  which  lie  villages  and  farm-houses  long  since 
engulphech  The  Leeghwater  engine  is  but  one  of  three 
now  erecting,  and  the  lake  wiii  be  dry  within  two  years. 
A  frequent  source  of  injustice  to  the  Hollander  is  the 
common  mistake  of  calling  Netherlander  and  Germans 
indiscriminately,  Dutch.  The  Schoharie  nnti-renters  for 
example,  are  called  Dutch,  Their  ancestors  were  Pala- 
tines, sent  heie  by  Queen  Anne,  who  could  not  be 
made  to  comprehend  that  a  deed  was  not  a  tax  list. 
They  refused  to  receive  gratuitous  conveyances  for  the 
lands  they  occupied,  and  chased  away  the  commissioner, 
Balthazar  Bayard,  with  guns  and  pitchforks.*  Every- 
thing stupid  was  thenceforward,  in  northern  New  York, 
attributed  to  the  Dutch.  There  was  no  more  similarity 
between  the  Netherlander  and  the  Palatine,  in  those 
days,  than  there  is  now  between  the  Yankee  and  the 
Mexican. 

The  evils  which  undoubtedly  existed  in  the  Dutch  colo- 
nies here,  were  due  to  the  fact,  that  until  the  last  few 
years  of  their  existence  the  colonists  were  laboring  for 
others,  not  for  themselves.  They  were  servants  of  a  com- 
pany ;  faithful  ones — but  so  much  the  less  faithful  to  their 
own  interests.  It  is  as  unfair  to  condemn  the  Dutch  na- 
tion for  the  short-comings  of  their  colonists,  as  it  would  be 
a  century  hence  for  some  historian  of  Oregon,  in  his  chap- 
ter "on  the  early  settlements  upon  the  Columbia  River," 
to  denounce  the  people  of  the  United  States  on  account  of 
the  failure  of  Astoria.  The  great  iur  trader  of  New  York, 
laid  a  wise  and  far-reaching  plan,  which  the  loss  of  the 
Tonquin  and  the  murder  of  Captain  Thorn,  embarrassed, 
and  the  war  of  1812  defeated.  His  plan  is  not  the  less 
honorable  to  his  sagacity  because  of  its  failure  ;  nor  is  the 
conduct  of  a  motley  band  of  Scotch  partners  and  Cana- 
dian voyageurs  to  be  taken  as  a  specimen  of  American 
mismanage  ment.t 

*  Simm'is  History  of  Schoharie  County,     p.  61. 
t  Irving's  Astoria,     passim. 
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P ROSP RCTUS 


The  want  of  some  meJ: um  through  which  to  communicate  I.:*"  p iro<  eedings  of 
the  New-York  Historical  Society  as  th«*y  occur,  ha-  been  s-msibly  felt,  bch  in  re- 
ference co  oth-:r  associations  r:nd  a'so  to  c»rr<-s:  ending  members,  who  were  intended 
to  be  an  active  clis-,  but  who  can  a'i'.'rd  compiratively  little.  assistance  whi  - 
are  uninformed  of  the  matters  immediately  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Society, 
and  are  not  reminded  at  stati  -i  i  iterva  s,  of  their  interesting  and  important  duties. 

With  a  view  to  esta  .  .  -  ic.h  a  medium  o(  comma  licati  i  qd  thus  to  diffusa  a 
knowledge  of  its  proeee  :  an  interest  in  its  welfare,  the  Society  at 

a  regular  meeting  on  the  6th  of  April,  1M7.  ::  n  the  recommend:  tiori  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Committee  thereof,  adopi  I  a  re*  ition  pr  vidmg  for  the  publication  (except 
during  ?-he  summer  recess]  of  a  Monthly  Bulletin  or  Report  of  its  proceedir.;;- ; 
to  contain: 

1.  a  succinct,  well  digested  report  of  the  business  proceebtngsof  toe  society. 

2.  Abstracts  of  the  Rep  rtsorI  [cations  from  the  several  Off:cers 
of  the  Society. 

3.  Abstracts  of  the  Reports  of  the  Executive  and  other  Committees  of  the 
Society. 

4.  Abstracts  of  Paters  ke.>..»  before  the  Society. 

5.  a  condensed  rci'  rt  '  i  oh  u  a!  made,  and  discussions  had,  dfon  inte- 
RESTING TOPICS,  BEFORE  Til      ~ 

The  Society  at  the  same  •  ribed  the  term  iri  which  the  Bu.'etin  should 

be  published,  ai^d  Mr.  Ge<  r  ;e  li.  M  jori  .  Assistant  Librarian,  has  been  appointed 
to  edit  the  publication. 

The  undersigned,  who  h<  -  contract*  d  to  furnish  a  limited  number  of  printed 
copies  of  the  publication  i  r  the  us  e  Society,  (to  be  sent  to  other  associations.) 

believing  that  it  wi  rrsti   r  every  resident  and  corresponding  mem- 

ber of  the  Society,  as  well  ho  take  an  interest  in  Historical  investiga- 

tions, hes  obtained  pern;  '      rint  such  a  number  of  extra  copies  as  may  be  sub- 

scribed for;  which  he  pr  |    sea  to  Jo  on  the  :  [lowing 

CONDITIONS: 

The  work  will  cemm  n  •  ..-  Pn  ceedings  of  the  Annual  Meeting  in  Janu- 
ary. IS  17.    It  will  be  handsom  I   in  octavo,  on  fine  paper,  and  done  up  in 

a  neat  cover.     The  \  issued  each  month,  wi'.l  of  curse  depend 

on  the  amount  and  character    :  .  .-    -  tnsacted  at  each  meeting  of  the  So- 

ciety, and  will  probibly  vary  I  •  to  :hirty-two  pnges. 


-  I.  II.,  Ill,  IV.,  \ 


■-M  «y,)  will  be  ready  for  delivery  on  the  first 


of  June,  and  each  subseq         number         r  b<  forethe  third  Saturday  of  each  month 
in  which  itispubiisbed.     Th  «       ivered  to  those  sttbseribers  who  reside  in 

the  city,  at  the:;  residen     -.  -  mail  to  others, 

At  ONE  DOLLAR  per  Annum,  payable  in  ADVANCE. 
WILLIAM   VAN  NORDBN, 

PHINTER,  30   WlLUAM-STBEET. 
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STATED  MEETING,  OCTOBER  5,  1847. 


The  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  President,  in  the  chair. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  read  and  pre- 
sented the  following  letters  and  communications. 

1.  From  the  Rev.  Thomas  Boyles  Murray,  M.  A.,  Pre- 
bendary of  St.  Paul's,  Rector  of  St.  Dunstan  in  the  East, 
London,  June  30,  1S47,  acknowledging  his  election  as  a 
corresponding  member  and  receipt  of  the  diploma. 

2.  From  Rev.  S.  R.  Brown,  East  Windsor,  Conn.,  July 
6,  1847,  acknowledging  his  election  as  a  corresponding 
member,  and  receipt  of  the  diploma  anil  proceedings. 

3.  From  the  Rt.  Rev.  Horatio  Southgate,  Bishop  of 
Constantinople,  April  22,  1S47.  acknowledging  his  election 
as  a  corresponding  member,  and  receipt  oi  the  diploma 
and  proceedings. 

4.  From  the  Hon.  Martin  Van  Buren,  LindenwaM, 
Sept.  15,  1S47,  acknowledging  his  election  as  an  honorary 
member. 

5.  From  Prof.  Leon  Va'isse,  Paris,  July  0,  1S47,  ac- 
knowledging his  election  as  a  corresponding  member,  and 
the  receipt  of  the  diploma  and  proceedings;  and  trans- 
mitting several  pamphlets  by  himself  as  donations  for  the 
library. 
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6.  From  Senor  Don  Alonzo  Manuel  Peon,  Merida,  Yu- 
catan, July  2d  and  28,  1S47,  two  letters,  acknowledging 
his  election  as  a  corresponding  member,  and  the  receipt 
of  the  diploma  and  proceedings;  He  also  stated  that  he 
had  communicated  to  the  family  of  the  Cura  Carillo,  the 
resolutions  passed  by  the  Society  on  the  occasion  of  his 
death. 

A  letter  was  also  read,  addressed  to  the  President  of 
the  Society,  hearing  the  signatures  of  Messrs.  Arago,  Elie 
de  Beaumont,  V.  Dumas,  Jomard,  and  other  distinguished 
men  of  Paris,  dated  April,  1^17,  calling  the  attention  of 
the  Society  to  a  project  now  on  foot  in  France,  to  erect  a 
monument  to  the  memory  of  the  late  M.  Etienne  Geoftroy 
St.  Hilaire,  and  soliciting  from  the  learned  men  of  the 
United  States,  aid  towards  its  erection. 

Mr.  John  R.  Bartlctt,  communicated  a  paper  on  the 
"Jesuit  Relations  of  Discoveries  and  other  Occurrences  in 
Canada  and  the  Northern  and  Western  States  of  the 
Union,  1632—1672."  By  E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  M.  D.,  a 
corresponding  member  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Bartlett  also  presented  "  A  Narrative  of  the  Expe- 
dition of  the  Marquis  De  Nonville  against  the  Seneca  In- 
dians^ in  16S7,"  translated  from  the  French  manuscript, 
with  an  introduction  and  copious  notes,  from  O.  H.  Mar- 
shall, Esq.,  of  BufFalo,  the  translator. 

The  Recording  Secretary  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Hon.  Hamilton  Fish,  enclosing  a  silver  medal  which 
Mr.  Brigham  Howe  of  this  City  desired  him  to  present  to 
the  Society.  It  appears  to  have  been  struck  in  honor  of 
William  Pitt,  Lord  Chatham.  On  one  side  is  a  portrait 
of  Pitt,  with  the  name  "  Guliclmm  Pitt"  and  on  the  re- 
verse, the  following  words,  "  The  man  who,  Jiaving  saved 
the  parent,  pleaded  wkft  success  fur  her  children ."  It  bears  no 
date,  and  was  found  about  six  years  since  while  di™in<r  in 
the  Baptist  Burying  Ground  m  Gold  street. 

The  Librarian  made  a  report  upon  the  condition  and 


MEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY.  Ill 

progress  of  the  Library,  and  announced  the  preparation  of 
the  catalogue  of  manuscripts  as  nearly  completed. 

He  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  William  Duane  of  Philadel- 
phia, enclosing  a  fac-simile  taken  by  the  Anastatic  Pro- 
cess, of  a  letter  from  Richard  Bache,  to  his  father-in-law, 
Dr.  Franklin,  in  1778.  The  letter  gives  an  account  of  the 
condition  in  which  the  Doctor's  house  was  found  after  the 
evacuation  of  the  city  by  the  British. 

He  also  communicated  a  letter  from  Mr.  George  Gibbs, 
of  Turk's  Island,  dated  September  10,  1847,  of  which  the 
following  is  an  extract  : 

"  I  have  lately  returned  from  a  visit  to  the  interesting 
and  magnificent  island  of  Hayti.  In  the  interior  of  the 
island,  I  discovered  evident  traces  of  aboriginal  descent 
— at  the  inland  city  of  St.  Jago,  many  of  the  inhabitants 
are  a  mixture  of  the  Indian  and  Castilian  Spaniard,  and 
are  even  at  the  present  day,  highly  civilized.  You  are 
perhaps  aware  that  the  island  is  now  composed  of  two 
Republics,  the  Haytien  and  Dominican.  The  latter 
Government  is  by  far  the  most  liberal,  which  I  am  inclin- 
ed to  attribute  to  the  preponderance  of  the  white  and 
yellow  races  over  the  blacks. 

The  Haytien  Republic,  composed  chiefly  of  blacks, 
denies  to  the  white  man  any  equality  with  the  black — 
possibly  in  retaliation  for  our  degrading  treatment  of  the 
sable  race. 

I  found  the  pottery  and  clay  pipes  made  by  the  natives 
of  the  country,  at  the  present  day,  exactly  similar  to 
those  used  by  the  aborigines. 

Gold  seems  to  abound  in  this  island,  several  mines  of 
which  I  discovered,  also  copper,  coal  and  iron.  Entire 
mountains  of  salt  are  found  in  the  southwestern  parts  of 
the  island,  and  the  soil  in  some  parts  surpasses  in  fertility 
any  thing  that  can  be  imagined. 

I  also  visited  the  ancient  city  of  St.  Domingo,  now  in 
a  good  state  of  preservation  with  a  high  wall  surrounding 
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it — the  streets  are  wide  and  straight — the  walls  of  the 
houses  are  built  of  brick,  of  great  thickness,  intended 
to  withstand  earthquakes — the  roofs  arc  flat  and  fire-proof. 

The  immense  Cathedral  which  was  twenty-six  years 
in  building,  is  I  presume,  the  largest  church  in  the  west- 
ern world — it  is  now  kept  in  good  repair.  The  columns 
are  ornamented  to  represent  palm  trees.  Mass  is  now 
performed  in  it  regularly  by  a  respectable  white  'clergy. 

The  fortress  or  tower  in  which  Columbus  is  said  to  have 
been  confined,  previous  to  his  being  sent  to  Spain  in 
chains,  is  still  standing. 

Some  of  the  present  inhabitants  bear  the  names  of  the 
first  settlers  or  visitors,  such  as  Bobadilla,  etc. 

If  this  splendid  country  were  blessed  with  a  good  go- 
vernment, it  would  be  one  of  the  most  desirable  residen- 
ces on  the  face  of  the  globe." 

The  Librarian  also  presented  a  communication  from 
Mr.  Benj.  F.  Thompson,  of  Hempstead,  L.  I.,  inclosing 
the  fallowing  memorandum  and  original  narrative  of 

The  Battle  of  Ticonderoga,  1758. 

[In  the  Presbyterian  burial  ground  at  Hempstead, "is  the 
grave  of  Dr.  James  Scaring,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two  years,  Sept.  29,  1805.  He  studied  medicine  with  Dr. 
Jacob  Ogden  of  Jamaica,  L.  [.,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years  volunteered  as  surgeon  of  a  regiment,  in  the  disas- 
trous expedition  against  Ticonderoga  in  the  month  of  July. 
1758.  The  following  account  in  his  own  hand  writing, 
preserved  in  the  family,  has  been  handed  to  me  for  peru- 
sal, and  liberty  granted  to  copy  it  for  publication. 

This  brief  narration  is  written  with  great  clearness,  but 
is  not  essentially  different  in  its  facts,  from  that  in  the 
third  volume  of  Macauley's  history  of  New  York.  The 
brave  and  patriotic  Lord  Howe,  who  fell  in  the  engage- 
ment, was  the  eldest  son  of  Sir  E.  Scrope,  second,  Lord  Vis- 
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count  in  Ireland.  He  appears  to  have  been  a  gentleman  of 
much  worth  vnd  the  icloi  of  the  troops,  for  in  him  says 
Mante,  "  the  soul  of  the  army  seemed  to  expire."  Indeed 
so  highly  was  his  memory  cherished  by  the  Colony  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, that  she  afterwards  erected  a  monument  to  his 
fame,  in  Westminstur  Abbey,  at  an  expense  of  .£250. 

Major  Putnam,  who  was  with  the  army,  tried  to  dissuade 
his  lordship  from  perilling  his  life  in  the  expedition,  who 
nobly  replied  to  him  :  "Putnam,  your  lip  is  as  dear  to  you, 
as  mine  is  to  me,  lam  determined  to  go"  He  fell  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  engagement.] 

The  manuscript  is  as  follows  : 

"  His  Excellency,  Gen.  Abercrombie,  having  assembled 
together  an  army,  consisting  of  about  5000  regulars,  10,- 
000  provincials  and  a  train  of  artillery,  to  wit :  4  iron 
eighteen  pounders,  6  brass  twelve  pounders,  6  brass  six 
pounders,  4  eight  inch  brass  howitzers,  13  inch  iron  mor- 
tar, and  2  inch  do.v  with  8  brass  royals  and  about  200 
rounds  to  each;  embarked  with  the  whole  in  900  batteaux 
and  150  whale  boats,  from  Lake  George  to  Ticonderoga, 
July  5th,  1758. 

As  the  situation  of  the  enemy  was  but  little  known  (no 
prisoners  having  been  taken,  nor  any  deserters  come  in  for 
some  time  before  our  departure,)  it  was  thought  probable, 
that  some  batteries  might  be  erected  to  intercept  our  pas- 
sage through  the  Narrows  or  Straight*,  as  there  was  a  very 
difficult  place  between  us  and  our  destination.  In  order 
to  alleviate  this,  three  redeaus  or  floating  batteries  were 
prepared,  two  upon  batteaux  and  one  made  of  timber; 
upon  each  of  which  were  mounted  two  field  pieces,  as 
well  to  cover  us  from  bcin^  annoyed  by  armed  vessels,  as 
from  ambuscades  and  lodgments. 

The  great  spirits  of  the  troops,  although  obliged  to  row 

the  batteaux,  all  deeply  laden  with  men  and  provisions, 

brought  us  to  the  advance  guard  of  the  ecemy,  at  about 

four  miles  distance  from  the  fort,  the  sixth  instant,  at  six 

11* 
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o'clock  in  the  morning;  and  here  we  landed  Gen.  Gage's 
regiment  of  light  infantry  and  some  batteaux  men. 

A  small  party  of  the  guard  was  advanced  from  the 
rest ;  but  upon  the  appearance  of  the  whole  army,  who 
were  pretty  nigh,  they  retired  to  their  body,  and  all  went 
off  in  the  greatest  precipitation,  after  setting  fire  to  some 
few  tents  ana  oircr  things  at  tneir  encampment. 

Tins  advantage  being  gained,  our  troops  marched  for- 
ward toward  the  enemy  on  the  same  side  of  the  lake,  on 
which  the  fort  stands,  as  it  was  imagined  the  fort  could 
be  invested  the  same  evening.  But  by  the  time  of  land- 
ing and  forming  so  great  a  body,"  thev  had  not  by  3  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  got  farther  than  two  miles,  when  they 
were  attacked  by  a  reconnoitering  party  of  French  regu- 
lars. The  light  infantry  received  the  weight  of  the  first  fire, 
but  being  sustained  by  the  whole  line,  who  were  on  the 
march,  the  enemy  were  soon  put  to  the  rout,  the  greatest 
part  of  them  being  either  killed  or  taken  prisoners. 

In  this  skirmish  fell  our  brave  Lord  Howe,  with  no 
other  considerable  loss ;  but  night  coming  on,  and  as  no 
road  or  path  could  be  found,  being  full  three  miles  from 
the  place  we  landed  at,  we  having  gone  the  direct 
route,  it  was  thought  proper  to  draw  oft' the  army,  till  the 
next  day.  The  prisoners  taken  in  this  affair  were  one 
captain,  three  subalterns  and  about  one  hundred  and  sixty 
men;  from  whom  we  ha  1  the  intelligence,  that  the  enemy's 
garrison  consisted  ot  five  regular  regiments  well  supplied 
with  all  things  necessary  for  a  siege — that  the  whole  were 
commanded  by  the  .Marquis  De  Mont  Calm,  who  with  eight 
battalions  of  regulars,  a  body  of  Canadians  and  some  In- 
dians, exclusive  of  the  garrison,  (the  latter  not  numerous, 
but  expected  to  be  made  up  to  1200),  were  all  encamped 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  fort. 

On  the  7th,  the  march  through  the  woods  was  not  pur- 
sued, but  Col.  Bradstreet,  with  the  44th  Regiment  and  six 
companies  ouj;  of  the  first  battalion  of  Royal  Americans, 
and  as  many  provincials,  as  made  up  his  command  to  six 
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thousand,  were  ordered  to  establish  a  post  at  the  saw- 
mills, about  two  miles  froriihe  place,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  lake;  a  situation  that  a  considerable  body  of  the 
enemy  had  occupied  till  that  time — but  on  the  appearance 
of  this  party,  they  retired  without  the  least  resistance,  and 
the  general  with  the  rest  of  the  army,  marched  and  joined 
Col.  Bradstr3et  in  the  evening. 

The  lake  becoming  extremely  narrow  here,  a  bridge  of 
logs  was  made  over  it,  and  the  engineer  went  in  the  even- 
ing to  reconnoitre  the  enemy. 

Whatever  report  was  made  of  this  reconnoitering,  is  not 
known  to  the  public — however  it  was  determined  to  at- 
tack the  enemy  the  next  day,  and  orders  were  sent  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Artillery,  for  what  was  neces- 
sary from  that  branch,  which  was  agreed  on,  viz :  4  light 
brass  twelve  pounders,  2  eight  inch  brass  howitzers,  and 
four  royal  do.  This  evening  we  were  joined  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Johnson  and  thirty-five  Mohawk  Indians,  who 
having  met  the  French  prisoners  on  the  lake,  in  their  way 
to  Albany,  were  in  the  highest  spirits,  and  were  no  soon- 
er landed,  than  they  joined  the  general,  with  which  re-in- 
forcement  our  body  of  Indians  became  400. 

Major  Proby,  our  famous  partizan,  being  looked  upon  as 
a  person  best  acquainted  with  the  ground,  with  his  rang- 
ers, some  batteaux  men  and  a  detachment  of  light  infant- 
ry, (the  whole  amounting  to  2000  men),  were  ordered  to 
advance  on  the  Sth  instant,  about  10  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, so  nidi  the  enemv  as  to  draw  on  them  some  of  their 
fire,  and  also  to  discover  if  any  parties  lay  concealed  to 
observe  our  motions. 

As  this  precaution  had  its  full  effect,  with  some  loss  to 
the  enemy,  but  none  to  us,  and  as  the  enemy's  party 
were  retired  to  the  breastworks,  the  whole  line  marched 
up  to  sustain  the  advance,  about  11  o'clock,  and  continued 
moving  on  till  they  came  within  120  yards  of  the  enemy's 
works ;  which  from  thence  became  almost  inaccessible 
by  reason  of  underwood  and  timber  that  had  been  felled 
for  the  purpose. 
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As  a  farther  precaution  and  in  some  measure  to  divide 
the  enemy's  force,  Sir  William  Johnson  was  ordered, 
with  the  Indians,  to  cross  the  lake,  and  make  the  Indians 
hollowj  about  the  time  that  the  general  attack  should 
begin.  This  attempt  produced  no  other  effect,  than  to 
force  back  a  small  party,  who  were  without  the  breast- 
work. 

The  situation  now  bein_r  free  from  trees,  there  was 
nothing  to  intercept  our  view  of  the  works,  which  appear- 
ed to  be  made  of  square  logs,  well  fitted  together,  with 
slits  left  open  between  them  at  a  proper  height,  for  loop- 
holes— and  made  so  high  as  to  come  above  their  heads. 
There  were  small  boughs  stuck  in  to  prevent  our  view 
of  the  loop  holes,  and  to  prevent  our  climbing  over.  The 
whole  well  flanked  with  two  bastions  and  two  redeaus, 
and  nearly  extending  to  the  lake  on  both  sides  the  neck 
of  land  on  which  the  fort  stands.  A  little  advance  from 
the  principal  work,  was  a  sort  offence  made  of  loose  logs 
which  served  to  cover  the  out  parties,  the  line  being  formed 
with  a  front  extending  the  whole  length  ofthe  work.  Major 
Proby  advanced  with  the  piquets  in  the  centre  ofthe  work, 
between  the  two  bastions,  being  sustained  by  Col.  Haldi- 
man  at  the  head  ofthe  lines.  The  enemy  received  us  with 
a  very  heavy  fire,  which  we  returned  when  we  came  with- 
in fifty  yards  of  them.  At  12  o'clock,  by  the  directions  of 
Mr.  Clerke,  engineer,  in  pursuance  of  his  reconnoitre,  two 
redeaus  with  two  six  pounders  each,  and  one  royal 
howitzer,  was  ordered  down  the  Jake  towards  the  fort : 
the  orders  given  to  the  officer  who  commanded,  were  to 
repair  down  the  lake  undercover  ofthe  bank,  till  he  came 
to  an  open  place  as  described  by  the  engineer,  and  there 
to  enfilade  the  enemy's  works  in  reverse.  But  after  going 
down,  till  both  shot  and  shells  were  fired  at  them  from  the 
fort,  they  could  find  no  such  place  as  described — so  con- 
cluding the  intelligence  to  be  false,  he  turned  about  to  re- 
gain the  lines. 

The  artillery  on  the  7th,  in  the  evening,  did  not  arrive 
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at  the  saw-mills,  till  half  an  hour  after  10  o'elock,  on  the 
8th,  at  which  time  the  army  had  marched  above  an  hour 
and  began  the  attack.  Neither  had  the  enemy  acted  with 
their  usual  caution  in  cases  of  this  kind,  for  they  had  not 
one  piece  of  cannon  in  their  work,  and  many  of  their 
muskets  loaded  only  with  buckshot.  During  all  this  time 
the  guns  were  got  off  the  redeaus,  and  being  drawn  into 
the  road,  his  majesty's  army  stood  exposed  to  the  heayiest 
fire  imaginable  for  the  space  of  three  hours,  when  having 
lost  most  of  our  principal  officers,  nearly  SO  others,  with 
about  2000  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  there  being  no 
prospect  of  forcing  the  enemy  from  their  lodgment,  a  re- 
treat ensued  between  four  and  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
soon  after  which  an  Aid-de-camp  was  sent  to  the  landing- 
place,  to  order  the  heavy  artillery  and  stores,  that  were  on 
shore,  to  be  re-embarked  for  Fort  William  Henry,  with 
all  expedition. 

From  the  extent  of  the  enemy's  works,  and  the  opposi- 
tion we  met  with,  it  is  conjectured  to  contain  3000  regular 
forces.  The  night  was  spent  in  getting  the  stores  on 
board,  and  the  post  at  the  saw-mills  abandoned  by 
day-light,  except  by  a  small  party  of  rangers  and  light 
infantry,  left  to  destroy  some  provisions,  tools  and  a  few 
whale  boats,  which  had  passed  portage  to  tow  the  re- 
deaus, with  the  two  six  pounders  in  the  morning.  July 
9th,  the  principal  part  of  the  batteaux  arrived  at  Fort  Wil- 
liam Henry,  about  7  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  again 
encamped." 

The  Librarian  also  announced  the  additions  to  the  Li- 
brary since  his  last,  report,  viz : 

BY  DONATION. 

American  Phreno-Mnemotechny,  Theoretical  and  Practical.  In 
two  parts.  By  Pliny  Miles.  8vo.  New  York,  1816.— Gift  of 
the  Author. 
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The  U.  S.  Catholic  Magazine,  and  Monthly  Review,  etc.  Vols. 
IV.,  V.  For  1845— 1846.  8vo.  Baltimore.— Gift  of  John  D. 
Shea. 

History  of  Canada,  for  the  Use  of  Schools  and  Families.  By  Jen- 
net  Roy.     12mo.     New  York,  1817.— Gift  of  the  Author. 

Notes  on  the  Early  Settlement  of  the  North- Western  Territory. 
[By  J.  Burnet.]     8vo.     Cincinnati,  1S47. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

Laws  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Sessions,  '35,  '37,  '51.  3  vols. 
8vo.     Albany,  1812-^14-28.— Gift  of  E.  C.  Benedict. 

Washington  and  his  Generals.  By  J.  T.  Headley.  2  vols.  12mo. 
New  York,  1847.— Gift  of  the  Author. 

Biographical  and  Critical  Miscellanies.  By  William  H.  Prescott. 
8vo.  New  York,  1845.— Gift  of  II.  W.  GriswoU. 

The  History  of  the  Puritans,  or  Protestant  Nonconformists ;  from 
the  Reformation  in  1517,  to  the  Revolution  in  1688,  etc.  By 
Daniel  Neal.  Edited  by  John  O.  Choules.  2  vols.  8vo.  New 
York,  1844.— Gift  of  R.  W.  Griswold. 

The  Decree  in  the  Case  of  Solomon  de  Medina,  Mosesson  and  Com- 
pany, Merchants  in  London,  and  Roderigo  Pacheco,  Jacob  de 
Lara  and  Manual  de  Costa,  Bearers  of  their  Orders,  Complain- 
ants against  Rene  Het  and  the  Executors  of  Andrew  Fresneau, 
deceased,  Defendants,  in  Cancel laria  Nova  Eborac.  Folio.  44 
pp.  New  York.  William  Bradford.  1728. — Gift  of  Charles 
Ewer,  Boston. 

The  Decree  in  the  Case  of  Palmers  and  Others,  Complainants 
against  Jacobus  Van  Cortland  and  Adolph  Philipse,  Defendants, 
in  Cancellaria  Nova  Eborac:  Appendix  to  the  Decree,  etc/: 
Observations  on  the  Answer  in  General  :  Observations  on  the 
Clamours.  Folio.  5!  pp.  [This  pamphlet  has  no  title  page, 
but  seems  to  be  the  publication  of  the  Complainants  in  the  above 
suit.  It  has  at  the  end  two  Utters,  "  To  the  Honorable  Adolph 
Philipse,  Esq."] — Gift  of  Charles  Ewer,  Boston. 

The  Sin  and  Danger  of  Self- Love  described,  in  a  Sermon  preached 
at  Plymouth  in  New  England,  1021,  by  Robert  Cushman.  With 
a  Memoir  of  the  Author.  Plate.  Svo.  pp.  32.  Boston,  Dec. 
22,  1846. — 0  Copies.     Gift  of  Charles  Ewer,  Boston. 

Catalogues  of  the  Leverian  and  Portland  Museums  in  London. 
Two  4to.  pamphlets.  With  MS.  Additions  by  Hon.  Gabriel  Fur- 
man. — Gift  of  Edward  H.  Ludlow. 

Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Campaigns  of  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Greene, 
Major  General,  etc.  By  Charles  Caldwell,  M.  D:  8vo.  Phila., 
1819.— Gift  of  E.  E.  Ward. 
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Darby's  Universal  Gazetteer.  A  Dictionary,  Geographical,  His- 
torical, and  Statistical,  etc.  By  William  Darby,  4th  Ed.  8vo. 
Phila.,  1845. — Gift  of  Robert  Farnham,  Washington. 

Laws  and  Regulations  for  the  Government  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, with  an  Appendix.  8vo.  Washington,  1847. — Gift 
of  the  Postmaster  General. 

Table  of  Post  Offices  in  the  United  States  on  the  First  Day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1846,  etc.  8vo.  Washington,  16 40. — Gift  of  the  Post- 
master General. 

General  Regulations  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  1847.  By 
Authority  of  the  War  Department.  12mo.  Washington,  1847. 
— Gift  of  J.  Sf  G.  S.  Gideon,  Washington. 

The  Hempstead  Inquirer.  Vol.  XIV.,  No.  14,  May  4,  1844,  to 
Vol.  XVII.,  No.  11,  April  24,  1847.  Folio.  [Continuing  set 
before  presented.] — Gift  of  Ben] .  F.  Thompson,  Hempstead,  L.  I. 

United  States.  Twenty-Eighth  Congress.  First  Session.  Senate 
Documents.     Vol.  7.     8vo.     Washington,  1844. 

Second  Session.  Journal  of  the  Senate.  8vo.  Washing- 
ton, 1844. 

Senate  Documents.     Vols.  1 — 3,  and  7 — 11.    8vo. 


Washington,  1845. 
Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives.     8vo. 


Washington,  1844-5. 
Executive  Documents.      4  vols.      8vo.      Wash- 


ington, 1844-5. 

Reports    of   Committees.      8vo.      Washington, 


1844-5. 

—  Twenty  Ninth  Congress.      First  Session.     Journal  of  the 

Senate.     8vo.     Washington,  1845-6. 

Senate  Documents.     9  vols.     8vo.     Washington, 

1845-6. 
Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives.     8vo. 

Washington,  1845-6. 
; Executive  Documents.     8  vols.     8vo.     Washing- 


ton, 1845-6. 

Reports  of  Committees.     4   vols.     8vo.     Wash- 


ington, 1845-6. 

Gift  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Essai  sur  L'Histoire  de  la  Philologie  Orientale  en  France,  par  M. 
Leon  Vaisse,  Extrait  du  Dictiounaire  Encyclopedique  de  FHis- 
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toire   de  France.      8vo.     pp.   15.      Paris,   1844. — Gift  of  the 
Author. 

Essai  Historique  sur  la  Condition  Sociale  et  L'Education  des 
Sourds-Muets  en  France.  Par  M.  Leon  Vaisse,  Extrait  du 
Dictionnaire  Encyclopedique  de  PHistoire  de  France.  3vo. 
pp.  8.     Paris,  1^44. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

The  Literary  World.  A  Gazette  for  Authors,  Readers  and  Pub- 
lishers. Edited  hy  C.  F.  Hoffman.  Vol.1.  4to.  New  York. 
1817. — Gift  of  the  Publishers— Osgood  4-  Co. 

Force's  [William  Q.]  Picture  of  the  City  of  Washington  and  its 
Vicinity  for  1845,  etc.  lCmo.  Washington,  1845. — Gift  of 
the  Author. 

Minutes  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  1704 
to  1776.  Printed  by  order  of  the  Select  and  Common  Councils 
of  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  Svo.  Philadelphia,  1847.— Gift  of 
of  the  S.  and  C.  Councils  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  through  E. 
D.  Ingraham,  Esq. 

Histoire  et  Description  des  Voies  de  Communication  aux  Etats- 
Unis  et  des  Travaux  d'Art  qui  en  Dependent.  Par  Michel  Chev- 
alier. 2  vols — accompagnus  iTun  Atlas  in  folio. — Gift  of  Hon. 
Albert  Gallatin. 

The  Public  Men  of  the  Revolution.  Including  Events  from  the 
Peace  of  1783  to  the  Peace  of  1815.  In  a  series  of  Letters. 
By  the  late  Hon.  William  Sullivan,  LL.  D.  With  a  Biograph- 
ical Sketch  of  the  Author,  ami  Additional  Notes  and  References 
by  his  son,  John  T.  S.  Sullivan.  8vo.  Phila.,  1847.— Gift  of 
Rufus  W.  Griswold. 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Effects  of  the  Paper  Credit  of  G.reat 
Britain.     By  Henry  Thornton,  Esq.,  M.  P.     8vo.    Phila.,  1807. 

,  —Gift  of  Rufus  W.  Grmrold. 

Thirty  First  Annual  Report  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  Pre- 
sented May  13,  1847,  etc.  fivo.  New  York,  1S47. — i Gift  of 
the  Society. 

Particulars  of  Shakspeare's  House  at  Stratford-on-Avon,  for  Sale  by 
Auction,  by  Mr.  Robins,  at  the  Mart,  London,  on  Thursday, 
Sept.  10,  at  12  o'clock.  4to.  10  pp.  London,  1847.— Gift  of 
J.  Romeyn  Brodhead. 

The  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  London,  23d.  April,  1847.  [Reg- 
ister of  the  Council  and  Fellows.]  4to.  pp.  22. — Gift  of  J. 
Komeyn  Brodhead. 
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Catalogue  of  Antiquities,  Coins,  Pictures,  and  Miscellaneous  Curi- 
osities, in  the  Possession  of  The  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  Lon- 
don, 1647.  Compiled,  etc.,  by  Albert  Way,  Esq.,  F.  S.  A. 
8vo.     pp.  56.     London. — Gift  of  J.  Pomeyn  Brodhead. 

Histoire  des  Etats-Unis  D'Amerique.  ParM.  G.  Bancroft.  Tire 
de  la  Bibliotheque  Universelle  de  Geneve.  Svo.  pp.  28. — Gift 
of  J.  Romeyn  Brodhcad. 

Fresh  Gleanings,  or  a  New  Sheaf  from  the  Old  Fields  of  Conti- 
nciiial  Europe.  By  Ik.  Marvel.  12mo.  New  York,  1847. — 
Gift  of  Harper  <$*  Brothers,  the  Publishers. 

The  New  York  Daily  Advertiser.  From  Sept.  1,  1823,  to  Dec. 
31,  1827.     Bound  in  8  vols.— Gift  of  George  J.  Cornell. 

The  New  York  Statesman.  From  Jan.  2,  1823,  to  Jan.  31,  1829. 
Bound  in  10  vols. — Gift  of  the  same. 

Sketches  of  the  History  of  Chautauque  County.  By  Emory  F. 
Warren.     18mo.     Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  184G. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

File  of  the  Courier  and  Enquirer — continuing  file  heretofore  pre- 
sented, to  April  1,  1847. — Gift  of  Thomas  D.  Loirther. 

MS.  New  York  and  Virginia  in  1663.  Proceedings  had  upon  a 
complaint  made  in  1663  by  Peter  Stuyvesant,  Governor  of  New 
Netherlands,  to  Sir  William  Berkeley,  Governor  of  Virginia,  of 
the  taking  by  one  Robert  Downman  under  a  commission  from 
the  King  of  Portugal,  of  a  ship  with  84  negroes,  being  all  that 
remained  alive  of  101  taken  in  at  Angolo  and  consigned  to  Cu- 
ragoa,  which  ship  seems  to  have  previously  sailed  from  England 
and  to  have  been  taken  from  the  English  by  the  Dutch  off  the 
coast  of  Guinea.  Copied  from  a  record  book  in  the  office  of  the 
General  Court  of  Virginia,  labelled  No.  2,  containing  (among 
other  things)  Proceedings  of  the  Governor  and  Council  from 
1660  to  1664. — Gift  of  Conway  Robinson,  Richmond,  Va. 

MS.  Copy  of  Gov.  Montgomerie's  Brief  or  Lysence  to  Richard 
Shaw  of  East  Hampton  to  beg,  etc.,  19th  February,  1729-30. — 
Gift  of  Ben).  F.  Thompson,  Hempstead,  L.  I. 

Copy  (by  the  Anastatic  Process)  of  a  letter  from  Richard  Bache  to 
Dr.  Benj.  Franklin,  Philadelphia,  July  14,  1718.— -Gift  of  Wil- 
liam Duane,  Philadelphia. 

License  to  Silvauus  Seely — January  3,  17S4. — Gift  of  Thomas  P. 
Teale. 

The  Librarian  also  called  attention  to  several  French 
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works  now  presented  by  M.  Vattemare,  whom  he  intro- 
duced to  the  Society. 

M.  Vattemare  spoke  of  the  character  of  the  works  he 
presented,  and  invited  a  committee  of  members  to  visit 
and  examine  his  collection,  and  select  such  as  might  be 
desirable  for  the  Society  to  possess. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  presented 
and  read  a  report  from  that  committee  upon  the  nomina- 
tions referred  to  them,  recommending  the  following  can- 
didates, who  were  thereupon  elected  : 

CORRESPOND. NG  MEMBERS. 

Samuel  D.  Parker,  Boston,  Mass. 

Lieut.  M.  F.  Maury,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Mellen  Chamberlain,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Gov.  William  Bebd,  Ohio. 

Dr.  S.  F.  Bartlett,  Lyme,  Conn. 

Hamilton  White,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

George  Livermore,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  Henry  W.  Beeciier,  Indianapolis,  Ta. 

Gen.  John  IT.  Howard,  Grahamville,  S.  C. 

Dr.  James  Moultrie,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Prof.  Charles  U.  Sherari*,  " 

Rev.  Bachman,  " 

Hon.  Timothy  Jenkins,  Vernon,  Oneida  Co. 

"     Robert  McClelland,  Monroe,  Mich. 

"     Isaac  E.  Holmes,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 
John  Mason,  George  Gordon,  Jr. 

Mr.  Wetmore  also  stated  that  arrangements  were  in 
progress  for  celebrating  the  forty-third  Anniversary  of  this 
Society,  which  would  be  reported  at  the  next  meeting. 

Several  nominations  were  made  and  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Bartlett  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted  : 
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Resolved,  That  we  view  with  much  satisfaction  the  zeal 
which  is  manifested  by  M.  Alexandre  Vattemare,  in  effec- 
ting literary  exchanges  between  the  United  States  and 
France. 

Resolved,  That  tills  Society  will  be  happy  to  co-operate 
with  M.  Vattemare  in  promoting  these  exchanges  so  far 
as  may  be  in  its  power. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  solicit  from 
the  members  of  this  Society  donations  of  books  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  City  of  Paris,  through  INI.  Vattemare, 
which  books  are  to  be  considered  as  presents  from  the 
New  York  Historical  Society. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  the  resolutions,  Hon. 
Benj.  F.  Butler  made  some  remarks  complimentary  to  M. 
Vattemare's  energy  and  devotedness  in  the  cause  of  pro- 
moting literary  exchanges  between  nations,  and  hoped  the 
resolutions  would  pass  unanimously. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  the 
committee  under  the  last  of  the  above  resolutions,  viz  : 

Messrs.  Benj.  F.  Butler, 

Erastcjs  C.  Benedict, 
Prosper  M.  Wetmore. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Benedict  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary 
and  the  Librarian  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  M.  Vat- 
temare and  to  receive  from  him  for  the  society  such  works 
as  he  may  please  to  offer  us. 

Prof.  David  E.  Bartlett,  of  the  N.  Y.  Institution  for  the 
Instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  read  a  paper  on 
"Lan^ua^e,  considered  chiefly  in  reference  to  its  modes 
of  adaptation  to  the  understanding." 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  paper,  the  thanks  of  the  So- 
ciety were  voted  to  Prof.  Bartlett,  and  a  copy  requested 
for  the  archives. 
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The  President,  Mr.  Gallatin,  retired  from  the  chair, 
which  was  taken  by  Mr.  B  radish,  the  First  Vice  Presi- 
dent, who  rose  and  said : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Society: 

In  the  absence  of  our  venerable  President,  it  has  be- 
come my  duty,  not  to  announce  to  you  for  the  first  time, 
but  to  call  your  attention  to  an  event,  which  is  already 
but  too  familiar  to  us  all.  Since  the  last  meeting  of  this 
Society,  one  of  its  oldest  members,  a  former  President, 
and  liberal  benefactor,  has  suddenly  and  unexpectedly 
departed  from  among  us.  Death  has  removed  from  our 
midst  our  late  respected  fellow  member,  Peter  Gerard 
Stuyvesant.  This  dispensation  of  Providence  has  de- 
prived this  Society  of  an  efficient  friend  and  patron,  the 
public  of  a  distinguished  and  valuable  citizen,  and  his 
relatives  and  more  immediate  friends  of  an  honorable  rep- 
resentative of  his  family  and  his  name. 

Descended  from  an  ancient  and  honorable  ancestry, 
the  late  Mr.  Stuyvesant,  with  his  name  and  large  estates, 
inherited  also  many  of  the  virtues  and  excellent  personal 
qualities  of  his  forefathers.  That  high  integrity  of  char- 
acter, that  firmness  of  purpose,  and  that  perseverance  in 
the  pursuit  of  his  objects,  which  so  eminently  distinguished 
his  ancestor,  the  Governor  of  the  New  Netherlands,  two 
centuries  ago,  were  also  prominent  traits  in  the  character 
of  the  descendant,  the  late  Mr.  Stuyvesant.  To  these  he 
added  a  courtesy  in  intercourse,  and  an  enlightened  and 
and  just  discrimination  in  his  encouragement  of  public 
objects,  which  rendered  him  at  once  an  agreeable  gentle- 
man and  a  useful  citizen. 

To  this  Society  in  particular,  the  deceased  was  an  early, 
uniform,  and  true  friend;  and  he  died  with  purposes  of 
beneficence,  in  regard  to  it,  still  unaccomplished.  This 
Society,  therefore,  may  well  cherish  the  memory,  and  de- 
plore the  loss,  of  such  a  fellow  member  and  friend. 

Believing  this    sentiment   to  be   universal    among  the 
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qualities  of  his  forefathers.  That  high  integrity  of  char- 
acter, that  firmness  of  purpose,  and  that  perseverance  in 
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centuries  ago,  were  also  prominent  traits  in  the  character 
of  the  descendant,  the  late  Mr.  Stuyvesant.  To  these  he 
added  a  courtesy  in  intercourse,  and  an  enlightened  and 
and  just  discrimination  in  his  encouragement  of  public 
objects,  which  rendered  him  at  once  an  agreeable  gentle- 
man and  a  useful  citizen. 

To  this  Society  in  particular,  the  deceased  was  an  early, 
uniform,  and  true  friend;  and  he  died  with  purposes  of 
beneficence,  in  regard  to  it,  still  unaccomplished.  This 
Society,  therefore,  may  well  cherish  the  memory,  and  de- 
plore the  loss,  of  such  a  fellow  member  and  friend. 

Believing  this    sentiment   to  be   universal    among  the 
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members  of  this  Society,  and  with  a  view  to  give  it  ex- 
pression, I  trust  there  may  be  present  some  gentleman 
prepared  to  submit,  for  the  action  of  the  Society,  such 
resolutions  as  may  befit  the  occasion,  and  as  may  become 
the  Society  to  adopt. 

Dr.  John  W.  Francis  thereupon  offered  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions,  which  were  read  : 

Whereas,  By  the  recent  and  unexpected  death  of  the 
late  Peter  G.  Stuyvesant,  Esquire,  the  community  has 
been  deprived  of  a  valuable  citizen,  respected  for  his  piety, 
and  justly  esteemed  for  his  promotion  of  works  of  public 
utility,  and  whose  name  is  identified  with  the  early  his- 
tory of  New  York  as  the  descendant  of  one  of  its  first 
Governors : 

And  whereas,  This  Society,  in  particular,  has  cause  to 
cherish  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  as  one  of  its  former 
Presidents  and  steadfast  friends,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  New  York  Historical 
Society  deeply  deplore  the  dispensation  of  Providence 
which  has  thus  suddenly  deprived  the  Society  of  its  late 
President  and  benefactor,  the  public  of  a  distinguished 
and  useful  citizen,  and  his  more  immediate  relatives  and 
friends  of  an  honorable  representative  of  his  family  and 
his  name. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Society  sincerely 
sympathize  with  the  bereaved  widow  and  relatives  of  our 
deceased  fellow  member;  and  that  we  will  wear  the  usual 
badge  of  mourning. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee of  this  Society  to  procure,  if  possible,  a  portrait  of  the 
late  Peter  G.  Stuyvesant,  Esquire,  to  be  placed  in  the  se- 
ries of  portraits  in  the  Hall  of  the  Society. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  duly 
authenticated,  be  transmitted  to  the  widow  of  the  de- 
ceased. 

12* 
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Mr.  Philip  Hone  rose  and  said  : 

"I  rise  to  move  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions,  not, 
however,  without  some  apprehension  that  my  present 
state  of  debility,  the  result  of  a  still  lingering  indisposition, 
may  have  incapacitated  me  from  doing  justice  to  the  sub- 
ject, even  in  the  few  remarks  which  may  be  expected  on 
this  mournful  occasion.  But  the  duty  seems  naturally  to 
devolve  upon  me,  as  one  of  the  few  contemporaries  of  the 
deceased,  and  I  claim  the  privilege  of  representing  the 
generation  to  which  we  both  belonged.  When  the  indi- 
vidual who  has  the  honor  of  addressing  you  first  saw  the 
light  in  the  unpretending  part  of  the  metropolis  called 
Dutch  Street,  the  gentleman  whose  memory  we  are  about 
to  honor  was  assuming  the  habiliments  of  boyhood  in  the 
palace  of  the  Stuyvesants. 

"The  civic  virtues  which  distinguished  our  friend  and 
associate,  whose  premature  and  most  melancholy  death 
we  deplore ;  his  liberality  as  evinced  towards  several  of 
our  public  institutions,  and  especially  the  Historical  So- 
ciety, of  which  he  was  an  original  member,  a  constant 
friend,  and  in  several  instances  a  liberal  benefactor;  the 
judicious  exercise  of  his  influence  in  the  improvement  of 
that  part  of  the  city  in  which  his  inheritance  laid — and 
generally,  the  urbanity  of  his  disposition,  and  the  correct- 
ness of  his  deportment ;  have  been  so  fully  descanted  upon 
by   our   worthy   and   eloquent  Vice-President,  that  my 
duty  is  greatly  abridged  :  for  that  gentleman,  with  less  lib- 
erality than  the   Israelitish   husbandman  of  old,  seldom 
leaves  any  gleanings  for  those  who  follow  his  sickle.     But 
I  feel  a  desire  to  bo  identified  with  the  passage  of  these 
resolutions,  from  the  recollection  of  early  contemporaneous 
intimacy,  cultivated  and  improved  to  the  close  of  the  life 
of  our  departed  friend — our  association  as  officers  of  this 
Institution,  for  at  the  time  Mr.  Stuyvesant  was  President, 
I  held  the  office  now   more   worthily  filled   by  yourself. 
But  I  honor  the  memory-  of  this  estimable  gentleman  in 
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an  especial  manner,  as  he  was  an  embodiment  of  true 
Knickerbocker  principles,  and  a  relic  of  New  York  integ- 
rity. I  feel  that  this  is  safe  ground  to  go  upon  here,  and 
in  this  connexion.  When  I  recognize  several  of  my  con- 
temporaries, and  find  myself  surrounded  by  a  new  gene- 
ration of  the  descendants  of  the  New  Netherlander,  none 
is  more  willing  than  myself  to  acknowledge  the  benefits 
which  my  native  city  has  derived  from  the  accession  of 
foreign  talents  and  capital,  or  to  pay  a  more  cheerful  tri- 
bute to  the  good  example  of  enterprise  and  energy  intro- 
duced by  our  eastern  brethren;  but  I  may  be  permitted  to 
rejoice  that  the  good  Nciv  York  soil  is  not  exhausted,  and 
that  the  exotics  which  flourish  around  us,  have  no  reason 
to  be  ashamed  of  the  association  of  their  indigenous 
neighbors. 

"In  closing,  I  would  remark  that  we  have  reason  to 
believe  that  this  sudden  and  awful  bereavement,  among 
other  more  serious  causes  of  regret,  may  have  been  at- 
tended with  loss  to  this  Institution,  in  preventing  Mr. 
Stuyvesant  from  carrying  out  his  beneficent  intentions  in 
relation  to  the  permanent  location  of  the  Society.  It  is  a 
subject  of  congratulation  that  the  management  of  his 
estate  has  been  left  in  the  hands  of  those  who  knew  his 
intentions,  and  inherit  his  liberality. 

"With  these  imperfect  remarks,  Mr.  Vice-President,  I 
respectfully  move  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions." 

The  resolutions  were  thereupon  unanimously  adopted. 

Chief  Justice  Jones  called  the  attention  of  the  Society 
to  the  recent  death  of  an  eminent  citizen  of  New  York, 
who,  though  not  a  member  of  this  Society,  was  a  public 
man,  whose  services  were  well  known,  whose  decease  at 
an  advanced  a^e  had  severed  the  connection  with  the 
Revolutionary  era,  and  whose  character  and  services  to 
this  his  adopted  country,  he  thought,  should  not  pass  un- 
noticed by  this  Society.  He  alluded  to  Major  William 
Popham.     Major  Popham  was  a  native  of  Ireland.     At 
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the  early  age  of  nine  years  he  came  to  this  country,  where 
he  was  liberally  educated,  intending  to  make  the  law  his 
profession.  But  the  war  of  the  revolution  broke  out,  and 
his  love  of  liberty  impelled  him  to  take  up  arms  in  its  de- 
fence. He  joined  the  army  at  an  early  age,  distinguished 
himself  in  every  duty  pertaining  to  his  station,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  struggle  retired  with  the  warm  approval  of 
Washington,  and  the  gratitude  of  the  country.  He  now 
prepared  himself  for  the  bar,  became  eminent  and  suc- 
cessful, allied  himself  to  one  of  our  most  distinguished 
families,  and.  was  by  all  classes  of  society  honored  and 
esteemed.  At  the  period  of  his  decease,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-five  years,  he  was  President  of  the  General 
and  State  Societies  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  the  oldest  offi- 
cer of  the  revolution.  His  life  was  one  of  earnest  and 
constant  duty  to  his  fellow-men,  of  fidelity  to  principle, 
and  charity  to  all — its  close  was  peaceful  and  happ\\ 
He  died  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him— and  his  memory 
will  be  revered  as  long  as  public  merit  or  private  worth 
shall  be  regarded. 

Chief  Justice  Jones  then  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  have  heard  with  deep  regret 
the  announcement  of  the  death  of  Major  William  Popham, 
one  of  the  oldest  surviving  officers  of  the  Revolution  and 
President  of  the  General  and  State  Societies  of  Cincinnati. 

Resolved,  That  in  his  decease,  they  feel  the  loss  of  an 
upright  man,  a  patriotic  citizen,  and  a  gallant  soldier; 
and  are  made  painfully  sensible  that  the  fathers  of  Amer- 
ican Independence,  the  patterns  of  American  imitation, 
are  fast  passing  away. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  convey  the  foregoing  reso- 
lutions to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

Gen.  Anthony  Lamb  seconded  the  resolutions,  and  they 
were  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Recording  Secretary  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted : 
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Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented 
to  Mr.  Brigham  Howe,  for  his  present  this  evening,  through 
the  Hon.  Hamilton  Fish,  of  a  silver  medal  struck  in  honor 
of  William  Pitt,  Lord  Chatham. 

The  Librarian  offered  the  following  resolution, 'which 
was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  rendered  to 
the  Select  and  Common  Councils  of  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia, for  the  donation  of  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings, 
received  through  Edward  D.Ingraham,  Esq.,  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  that  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  ask  their  ac- 
ceptance of  a  set  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  as  an 
acknowledgment  of  their  kindness. 

Mr.  Joseph  P.  Simpson  presented  and  read  an  original 
letter  of  Gen.  Washington,  dated  Newburg,  5th  Novem- 
ber, 17S2.  The  letter  was  addressed  to  a  Mr.  Mitchell  of 
Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  John  Itemick,  now  of  this  City, 
when  an  apprentice  boy  in  Philadelphia  thirty-seven 
years  ago,  found  it  among  some  papers  thrown  into  the 
street  from  a  house  opposite,  where  Mr.  Mitchell  had  resi- 
ded years  before.  He  has  retained  it  in  his  possession 
until  the  present  time,  and  now  presents  it  to  the  Histori- 
cal Society. 
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With  a  view  to  diffuse  a  knowledge  of  its  proceedings  an<l  keep  alive  an  interest 
in  its  welfare,  the  New  York  Histouicae  Society  have  provided  for  the  publication 
(except  during  the  summer  recess)  of  a  Monthly  Bulletin  or  Report  of  its  pro- 
ceedings :  to  contain  : 

1.  a  succinct,  well  digested  report  of  the  business  proceedings  of  the  society. 

'2.  Abstracts  of  the  Reports  or  Communications  from  the  several  Officers 
of  the  Society. 

3.  Abstracts  of  the  Reports  of  the  Executive  and  other  Committees  of  the 
Society. 

4.  Abstracts  of  Papers  read  before  hie  Society; 

5.  A  condensed  Report  of  oral  addresses  made,  and  discussions  had,  upon  inte- 
resting topics,  before  the  Society. 

The  undersigned,  believing  that  Mich  a  publication  will  possess  an  interest  for 
every  resident  and  corresponding  mi  mber  of  the  Society,  as  well  as  for  others  who 
take  an  interest  in  Historical  invest  igat.N  ris,  has  obtained  permission  to  print  such  a 
number  of  extra  copies  as  may  he  subscribed  for;  which  he  proposes  to  do  on  the 
following 

CONDITIONS  : 

The  work  will  commence  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Meeting  in  Janu- 
ary, 18i~.  It  will  be  handsomely  printed,  in  octavo,  on  fine  paper,  and  done  up  in 
a  neat  cover.  The  number  of  pages  to  be  issued  each  month,  will  of  course  depend 
on  the  amount  and  charaeti  r  of  tin  business  transacted  at  each  meeting  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  will  probably  vary  from  twelve  to  thirty-two  pages. 

Each  number  will  be  ready  for  delivery  on  or  before  the  third  Saturday  of  each 
month  in  which  it  is  published  They  will  be  delivered  to  those  subscribers  who 
reside  in  the  city,  at  thetf  n  sitjpiices,  and  forwarded  by  mail  to  others, 

At  ONE  DOLLAR  per  Annum,  payable  in  ADVANCE. 
WILLIAM  VAX  NORDEN, 

Printer,  39  William-stret. 
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STATED  MEETING,  NOVEMBER  2,  1847. 
/  . 

The  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  President,  in  the  chair. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  read  the  follow- 
ing letters  received  by  him  since  the  last  meeting,  viz  : 

1.  From  the  Hon.  George  Bancroft,  London,  October  4, 
1847,  transmitting  a  copy  of  Sir  John  F.  W.  Herschel's 
Results  of  Astronomical  Observations  made  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  presented  to  the  Society  by  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland,  with  the  author's  respects. 

2.  From  J.  Romeyn  Brodhead,  London,  October  4, 
1847,  enclosing  a  letter  from  Mr,  George  Catlin,  dated  at 
Paris,  September  20,  1S47,  in  relation  to  some  illustrations 
of  history  by  that  artist.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Catlin  contains 
some  interesting  statements  referring  to  the  exile  of  the 
King  of  the  French  in  America.     He  says. 

"  During  the  two  years  which  I  have  spent  in  Paris 
with  my  Indian  Collection,  my  works  have  been  highly 
approved  by  the  King,  for  whom  I  have  painted  and 
delivered  twenty-five  pictures  of  Indian  customs  and 
scenes  of  the  western  countr}*,  which  are  to  be  placed  in 
the  Marine  Gallery  at  Versailles. 

I  have  had,  therefore,  several  interviews  with  his  Ma- 
jesty, in  ail  of  which    he  has  spoken    familiarlv  of  his 
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several  yea  rs  of  rambles  in  exile  in  America,  in  company 
with  his  two  younger  brothers,  the  Duke  de  Montpensier 
and  Count  Beaujalois,  and  related  to  me  many  of  the  most 
extraordinary  and  pleasing  incidents  of  his  life,  several  of 
which  happened  while  lie  was  traversing  the  western 
parts  of  the  state  of  New  York,  and  are  full  of  interest  as 
matters  of  fcistery  *  *  *  *  .  These  scenes 
transpired  during  their  travels  from  Erie  to  Buffalo — to 
the  villages  of  the  Seneca  Indians — from  thence  to  Canan- 
daigua — paddling  their  own  canoe  through  the  whole 
length  of  the  Seneca  Lake  to  Ithaca — from  thence  on  foot, 
with  their  knapsacks  on  their  backs,  to  the  Tioga  River ; 
where,  having  purchased  a  canoe  from  the  Indians,  they 
descended  that  river  to  the  Susquehannah,  and  the  latter 
river  to  the  Valley  of  Wyoming,  (my  native  valle}-). 
Thence,  on  foot,  they  crossed  the  Wilkesbarre  and  the 
Pokono  Mountains  to  Easton,  and  thence  to  Philadelphia. 
They  afterwards  traversed  the  Alleghany  Mountains  to 
Pittsburgh,  and  having  there  purchased  a  small  boat 
descended  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi  to  New  Orleans; 
having  slept  along  the  shores  of  these  rivers,  when  in  their 
wildest  and  rudest  condition,  and  existed  upon  the  food 
they  could  procure  from  the  Indians,  and  from  the  rivers 
and  the  forest." 

Mr.  Catlin  also  states  that  the  King's  portfolio  of 
sketches  and  notes,  made  during  these  wanderings,  is  now 
in  existence. 

3.  A  proposition  from  David  Thompson,  Montreal, 
August  25,  1S47,  for  copying  his  Astronomical  Observa- 
tions made  during  his  travels  on  the  northern  part  of  this 
continent.  "  These  travels  arc  from  the  latitude  of  forty- 
three  degrees  to  the  Latitude  of  sixty  degrees  north;  and 
from  the  longitude  of  seventy-three  degrees  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty-four  degrees  west ;  being  from  south  to  north 
about  one  thousand  two  hundred  statute  miles  ;  and  from 
east  to  west,  about  two  thousand  four  hundred  miles. 
From  southward  of  Montreal  to  Lake  Superior,  and  the 


NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY.  133 

interior  parts  of  Hudson's  Bay  to  York  Factory  in  latitude, 
and  from  the  same  in  longitude  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
The  Astronomical  Observations  to  determine  the  exact 
positions  of  the  surveys  of  those  countries  commence 
May,  1790,  and  end  with  the  close  of  the  year  1S37: 
they  consist  of  many  thousand  observations.  Those  for 
longitude,  in  order  to  obtain  the  greatest  possible  accuracy, 
are  in  setts  of  six  or  eight  observation-,  the  mean  of  which 
is  taken  as  one  observation.  All  these  are  now  in  my 
Journals  as  they  were  taken." 

On  motion  of  the  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretarv,  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Catlin  was  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
and  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed: 

Messrs.  Benjamin  F.  Butler, 
Marshall  S.  Bid  well, 
Erastus  C.  Bexedict. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  presented  and 
read  the  following  letters : 

1.  From  L.  P.  Brockett,  Hartford,  Conn.,  14th  June, 
1847,  acknowledging  his  election  as  a  corresponding 
member. 

2.  From  Marcius  Willson,  Allen's  Hill,  Ontario  County, 
New  York,  June  22d,  1S47,  to  the  same  effect. 

3.  From  B.  B.  Minor,  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  July 
26th,  1S47,  transmitting  a  "  Tract "  connected  with  the 
ecclesiastical  history  of  Virginia,  and  remarking  upon  the 
favorable  prospects  of  the  Historical  Society  of  that  state. 

4.  From  Anson  G.  Upson,  Clinton,  New  York,  June 
14th,  1S47,  acknowledging  his  election  as  a  corresponding 
member. 

5.  From  Z.  Collins  Lee,  Baltimore,  July  1st,  1S47,  to 
the  same  effect. 

6.  From  S.  J.  Carr,  Pikesviile,  Md.,  July  1st,  1S47, 
acknowledging  his  election  as  a  corresponding  member, 
and  promising  to  forward  some  old  manuscripts. 
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7.  From  Thomas  Barlow,  Canastota,  August  9,  1847, 
enclosing  an  historical  memoir,  entitled  "  an  Incident  of 
the  Revolution." 

8.  From  Robert  Wilkinson,  (without  date,)  acknowl- 
edging his  election  as  a  corresponding  member,  and 
relating  "  two  incidents  which  transpired  in  the  olden 
time,  one  among  the  Indians  near  Specken  Kill,  and  the 
other  in  Dutchess  County." 

9.  From  J.  Pintard  Servoss,  New  Rochelle,  27  Sept., 
enclosing  three  MSS.,  and  proffering  to  the  Society  a 
number  of  General  Gage's  papers  during  the  Revolution. 
1st.  "An  original  general  order  of  General  Gage,  of  17th 
Nov.,  1763,  on  his  taking  the  command  of  the  army  on 
General  Amherst  going  home."  2d.  "  List  of  the  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  in  the  troops  commanded  by  Major 
General  Ahercrombie  at  the  action  at  Ticonderoga,  the 
6th  and  8th  July,  1758."  3d.  An  original  order  signed 
by  "Elisha  Boudinot,  Com.  Pris.,  New  Jersey,"  dated  at 
Elizabethtown,  6th  November,  1779. 

10.  From  C.  T.  Porter,  Auburn,  August  5,  acknowl- 
edging his  election  as  a  corresponding  member. 

11.  From  E.  D.  Crowninshield,  Boston,  October  11,  to 
the  same  effect. 

12.  From  Hon.  John  G.  Palfrey,  Secretary's  office, 
Boston,  July  13th,  presenting  a  copy  of  a  map  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  published  by  author- 
ity. 

13.  From  the  Kentucky  Historical  Society,  a  printed 
account  of  their  proceedings  at  Louisville,  on  the  ISth  and 
23d  December,  1S46,  and  the  9th  January,  JS47,  inclu- 
ding the  report  of  the  Secretary,  T.  P.  ShafTner. 

14.  From  Timothy  Jenkins,  Oneida  Castle,  October 
23,  1S47,  acknowledging  his  election  as  a  corresponding 
member. 

15.  From  George  Livermore,  Boston,  October  21,  1847, 
to  the  same  effect. 
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,16.  From  the  Hon.  William  Jay,  Bedford,  October  26, 
IS 47 — as  follows  : 

"  I  herewith  forward  to  you  for  the  library  of  the  New 
York  Historical  Society,  a  number  of  manuscript  papers 
arranged  in  separate  parcels,  numbered  and  labelled  as 
follows,   viz.  : 

1.  History  of  the  American  Revolution,  commencing 
with  the  settlement  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  coming 
down  to  Sth  Nov.,  1775.  Found  among  the  papers  of 
Governor  Livingston. 

2.  Instructions  and  resolutions  of  Congress,  1779-1783. 

3.  Official  despatches  and  other  papers  connected  with 
negotiations  in  Spain  and  France,  17S0— 3. 

4.  The  Independence  of  America  advantageous  to 
France — a  French  memoire,   17  S2. 

5.  Copy  of  correspondence  of  Silas  Deane  with  Gov. 
Trumbull,  Benjamin  Tallmadge  and  J.  Wadsworth, 
17S1-17S2. 

6.  Instructions  and  official  despatches  to  Mr.  Jay,  1794. 

7.  Papers  connected  with  the  negociation  of  the  British 
Treaty,  1794. 

8.  Papers  respecting  British  Spoliations  and  interference 
with  Indians,  and  the  correspondence  with  Mr.  Hammond, 
forwarded  by  the  American  Government  to  Mr.  Jay,  1794. 

9.  A  report  on  the  subject  of  the  Yellow  Fever  made 
to  the  Governor  of  New  York,   1796. 

10.  Copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
Assembly  of  the  state  of  New  York  in  the  winter  of  1797 
by  Edward  Livingston,  on  the  debt  of  New  York  to  the 
United  States. 

11.  Proceedings  against  the  Captain  of  the  British 
Sloop  of  War  Hunter,  New  York,  1797. 

12.  Papers  relative  to  the  defence  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  179S. 

In  No.  6  will  be  found  the  original  instructions  to  Mr. 
Jay,  which  General  Washington  refused  to  submit  to  the 
House  of  Representatives.     An  examination  of  the  docu- 
13* 
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ment  will  show  that  the  refusal  could  not  have  been 
prompted  by  its  contents,  but  solely  by  that  high  sense  of 
moral  obligation,  which  induced  him  in  this  instance,  to 
resist  the  unconstitutional  interference  of  the  house  ;  and 
which  through  life,  ever  led  that  great  and  good  man  to 
pursue  the  path  of  duty,  undeterred  by  popular  clamor; 
and  which  has  secured  for  him  an  undying  fame,  by 
causing  him  to  despise  the  transient  popularity  which  is 
earned  by  subserviency  to  the  passions  and  prejudices 
of  the  day." 

The  Librarian  called  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  an 
original  portrait  of  Dr.  Franklin  :  supposed  to  be  by  Du- 
plessis,  the  property  of  a  gentleman  of  Philadelphia  ;  but 
exhibited  on  this  occasion  through  the  courtesy  of  Austin 
L.  Sands,  Esq. 

The  Librarian  announced  the  additions  to  the  Library 
since  his  last  report,  viz.: 

BY  DONATION. 

Rapport  sur  les  Questions  Coloniales,  adresse  a  M.  le  Due  de  Brog- 
lie,  President  de  la  Commission  Coloniale,  a  la  Suite  d'un  Voyage 
fait  aux  Antilles  et  aux  Guyanes,  pendant  les  Annees  1838  et 
1839.  Par  M.  Jules  Lechevalier,  etc.  Documents  et  Pieces 
Justificatives.     Tomes  I.,  II.     Folio,  Paris,  1843-44. 

Expose  General  de  Ilcsultats  du  Patronage  des  Esclaves  dans  les 
Colonies  Francaises.     4to.,  Paris,  Juin,  1844. 

Exposes  des  Motifs,  Rapports  et  Dtbats  des  Chambers  Legislatives 
concernant  les  Lois  des  18  et  19  Juliet,  1845,  relatives  au 
Regime  des  Esclaves  a  I'lntroduction  de  Cultivateurs  Europeens 
et  a  la  Formation  d'Eiablis^ements  Agricoles  dans  les  Colonies 
Fran^ais.     8vo.,  Paris,  1845. 

Du  Commerce  des  Peuples  de  PAfrique  Septentionale  dans  l'An- 
tiquite,  le  Moyen  age  et  les  Temps  Modernes  compare  au  Com- 
merce des  Arabes  do  nos  jours,  ouvrage  faisant  suite  a  la  "  Ques- 
tion d'Alger  en  1844."  Par  M.  Mauroy,  2d  ed..  8vo.  Paris, 
1845. 

De  ^Organization  des  Bibliothcques  dans  Paris.  Par  le  Comte  de 
Laborde.  Huitieme  Lettre.  Etude  sur  les  construction  des 
Bibiiotheques.     8vo.     Paris,  1845. 
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Synchronisiiehe  Tafein  der  Universal  Geschichte  eine  den  iiber- 
blick  erleichternde  hildlicho  darsteJliing  der  Geschichte  aller 
Lander,  Vol ker  imd  Staaten,  die  Wahrend  vier  Jahrtausenden 
(vonanbeginn  bis,  1828,)  Historisch  merkwiirdig  geworden  sind. 
XXF.  Tafeln  (zum  susammenfugen  eingerichtet)  nebst  einem 
schema  in  verjiingtem  maa^tabe  und  erlanterungcn,  von  Nicolai 
Nissen.  Oblong  Folic.  Guttingen,  1828. — Gift  of  M.  Alexan- 
dre Vattemase. 

New  Brunswick ;  v/ith  Notes  for  Emigrants,  etc.  By  Abraham 
Gesner,  Esq.,  Surgeon.  Svo.,  London,  1847. — Gift  of  P.  L. 
Simmonds,  London. 

St.  Louis'  Isle,  or  Texiana  ;  with  Additional  Observations  made  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada.  By  Charles  Hooton.  Portrait, 
etc.     8vo.,  London,  1847. — Gift  of  the  same. 

Agricola's  Letters  and  Essays  on  Sugar  Farming  in  Jamaica.  By 
W.  F.   Whitehouse.     8vo.     London,  I84">. — Gift  of  the  same. 

Royal  South  Australian  Almanack  and  General  Directory  for 
1843  and  1845.     2  vols.,  12mo.     Adelaide. — Gift  of  the  same. 

The  West  India  Almanack  for  the  lrearof  our  Lord  1844.  Com- 
piled by  P.  L.  Simmonds,  Esq.,  Editor  of  the  Colonial  Magazine. 
12mo.     London,  1844. — Gift  of  the  same. 

Several  Pamphlets,  principally  relating  to  Colonial  Affairs. — Gift 
of  the  same. 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Views,  Principles,  Services,  and  Influences  of 
the  Leading  Men  in  the  Origination  of  our  Union,  and  in  the 
Formation  and  Early  Administration  of  our  Present  Government. 
By  Thaddeus  Allen.     8vo.     Boston,  1841.— Gift  of  the  Editor. 

Letters  on  the  Masonic  Institution.  By  John  Quincy  Adams.  8vo. 
Boston,  1847 .—Gift  of  Henry  Gassett,  Boston. 

Sermons  preached  before  the  Incorporated  Society  for  the  Propaga- 
tion of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts. 

1st.  By  Frederic  Keppel,  Ld.  Bp.  of  Exeter,  1770. 
2d.  By  Shute  Barrington,  Ld.  Bp.  of  LandafF,  1775. 
8vo.     London. — Gift  of  H.  Ondcrdonk,  Jr.,  Jamaica,  L.  I. 

Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  N.  Y.  Philharmonic  Society.  Sept.  11, 
1847.     8vo.     pp.12.     N.  Y. — Gift  of  the  Society. 

Documents  relating  to  the  Boundary  Line  and  Disputed  Territory, 
between  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  Rvo.,  pp.  G4.  Fall 
River,  1847. — Gift  of  George  H.  Moore. 

Longman's  Catalogue  of  Old  Books,  for  the  year  '1848.  8vo. 
London.— Gift  of  Bartlett  $  Welford. 
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A  History  of  St.  George's  Parish,  in  the  County  of  Spotsylvania 
and  Diocese  of  Virginia.  By  the  Rev.  Philip  Slaughter.  8vo. 
N.  Y.,  1847.— Gift  of  B.  B.  Minor,  Fredericksburg,  Va. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  N. 
Y.  Made  to  the  Legislature,  April  24,  1847.  8vo.  Albany, 
1847. — Gift  of  the  Board  of  Regents. 

Manila  Tariff  of  1831.  Arancel  General  para  el  Comercio  Exte- 
rior de  las  Islas  Filipinas.  Imprenta  de  Sampoloc.  Ano  de 
1831.     Fo\l6:--&ftofA   B.MorrelL 

The  Chinese  Repository.  Vols.  I.,  (wanting  Nos.  2,  8,  9,)  II.,  III. 
May.  18:32,  to  April,  1^35.     8vo.     Canton. — Gift  of  the  same. 

The  Southern  and  Western  Literary  Messenger  and  Review.  Vol. 
XIII.  No.  3  to  19,  inclusive.  March  to  October,  1847.  8vo. 
Richmond,  Va. — Gift  of  B.  B.  Minor,  the  Editor. 

De  Bow's  Commercial  Review  of  the  South  and  West,  etc.  Vol. 
IV.  No.  I.,  Sept.  1847.  8vo.  New  Orleans.— Gift  of  J.  B. 
Be  Bow,  the  Editor. 

Results  of  Astronomical  Observations  made  during  the  Years  1834, 
5,  6,  7,  and  8,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Mope;  being  the  completion 
of  a  Telescopic  Survey  of  the  Whole  Surface  of  the  Visible 
Heavens,  commenced  in  1825.  By  Sir  John  F.  W.  Herschel, 
Bart.,  etc.  4to.  London,  1847. — Gift  of  Algernon,  Duke  of 
Northumberland,  with  the  Author's  respects. 

Proceedings  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.  Vol.  I. 
No.  10.  March,  1847.  6vo.  Philadelphia. — Gift  of  the  So- 
ciety. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  First  General  Assembly  of  the  "Incorpora- 
tion of  Providence  Plantations,''  and  the  Code  of  Laws  adopted 
by  that  Assembly,  in  10  17.  With  Notes  Historical  and  Explan- 
atory. By  William  R.  Staples.  8vo.,  pp.  64.  Providence, 
1847.— Gift  of  the  Editor. 

Quebec  and  its  Environs ;  being  a  Picturesque  Guide  to  the  Stran- 
ger.    8vo.     Quebec,  1831. — Gift  of  Charles  Lanman. 

MS.  Capitulacion  de  quando  se  entrego  la  Ciudad  de  Granada 
a  los  Senores  Reyes  de  Espana,  Dn.  Fernando  y  Da.  Ysabel : 
fecha  en  la  Vega  de  dicha  Ciudad  a  primero  de  Enero  de  1492, 
y  el  4  del  mismo  hicieron  los  Reyes  su  entrada  publica,  tan  de- 
bota  como  magestuosay  magnifica  ;  pero  no  falta  autor  que  dice; 
que  dichas  capitulaeiones  fueron  Armadas  el  25  de  Diciembre 
del  sitado  ano  do  92,  en  razon  de  las  disputas  que  ocurrieron 
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sobre  la  interpretasion,e  intelligencia  de  los  articulos  propuestos. 
— Gift  °f  Charles  Prescott. 

["A  valuable  Spanish  MS."     John  Pickering.] 

A  Malay  Crease. 

Bottle  containing  a  Crawfish  from  Green  River  in  the  Mammoth 

Cave,  Kentucky. 
Box  of  Coins: — containing 

4  copper  coins  of  Brazil. 
3  silver  coins  of  Cochin  China. 
36  brass  and  copper  coins  of  China. 
9  copper  coins — spurious  American. 
Chinese  Clearance  of  Ship  Sabina  for  New  York. 
Chinese  Umbrella. 

Gift  of  A.  B.  Morrell. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  presented 
and  read  a  report  from  that  Committee  upon  the  nomina- 
tions referred  to  them,  recommending  the  following  candi- 
dates, who  were  thereupon  elected  : 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

Hon.  Ira  M.   Barton,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Orsamus  H.   Marshall,  Buffalo. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

John  Hall,  Henry  T.  Drown. 

The  Executive  Committee  also  recommended  that  Mr. 
George  H.  Moore  be  declared  a  life  member  of  the  Soci- 
ety,  which  was  accordingly  ordered. 

The  Chairman  further  reported  that  the  Committee,  in 
conformity  with  a  provision  of  the  by-laws,  have  made 
suitable  arrangements  for  the  celebration  of  the  Forty- 
third  Anniversary  of  the  founding  of  this  Society,  on  Tues- 
day the  IGth  instant,  and  that  the  Annual  Discourse  will 
be  delivered  by  the  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Butler. 

Several  nominations  for  membership  were  made,  and 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
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The  Librarian  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to 
Mr.  Morrell,  through  Gen.  Wetmore,  for  his  donation  of 
books  and  articles  of  curiosity  ;  and  that  his  permission 
be  requested  to  deposit  the  crawfish  with  the  Lyceum  of 
Natural  History,  as  the  more  suitable  receptacle. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  specially 
communicated  to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Northumberland, 
and  Sir  John  F.  W.  Herschel,  for  the  donation  of  the 
"Astronomical  Observations  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;" 
to  the  Hon.  William  Jay,  for  his  valuable  donation  of  MSS., 
and  to  Mr.  Charles  Prescott,  for  his  donation  of  an  an- 
cient and  valuable  Spanish  MS. ;  severally  presented  this 
evening. 

The  Librarian  also  read  an  invitation  for  the  officers 
and  members  of  the  Historical  Society  to  attend  the  cele- 
bration of  the  First  Anniversary  of  the  N.  Y.  Academy  of 
Medicine,  on  the  10th  instant,  which  was  accordingly 
accepted. 

Mr.  John  R.  Bartlett  read  the  paper  communicated  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Society  by  E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  M. 
D.,  on  the 

Jesuit  Relations  of  Discoveries  and  other  Occur- 
rences in  Canada  and  the  Northern  and  Western 
States  of  the  Union,  1032 — 1672. 

In  the  year  sixteen  hundred  and  twenty-five,  three  Je- 
suit Priests  and  two  lay  brothers  arrived  in  Canada,  to 
announce  the  gospel  to  the  Heathen.  Hitherto  the  Indian 
knew  the  white  man  only  as  a  trader,  prepared  to  circum- 
vent, or  as  an  armed  adventurer,  ready  to  oppress  him. 
For  almost  the  first  time  he  now  saw  Europeans  enter  his 
forests,  whose  words  were  peace  and  love,  whose  arms 
were  a  brevinry  and  a  crucifix,  and  whose  trade  was  to 
suffer.     Without  comprehending,  he  could  not  but  admire 
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the  courage  with  which  the  new  comers  bore  the  privations 
of  the  desert  and  the  hardships  of  the  climate  ;  and  he  was 
finally  won  to  listen  to  the  strange  men's  stranger  doctrines, 
by  the  patience  and  self-abandonment  with  which  those 
who  taught  them  surmounted  the  severities  to  which  they 
were  exposed. 

The  new  Missionaries  had  only  mastered  a  knowledge 
of  the  language  of  some  of  the  native  tribes,  when  the 
colony  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  English,  and  their  labors 
were  arrested.  When,  however,  the  country  was  restored, 
by  the  treaty  of  St.  Germain  en  Lave,  to  the  French,  the 
fathers  renewed  their  labors,  and  continued  to  apply  them- 
selves to  their  original  design  with  a  dcvotedness  which 
has  won  for  them  universal  respect,  and  under  difficulties 
sufficient  to  appal  the  stoutest  hearts. 

The  nomadic  race  which  was  to  be  subjected  to  the  in- 
fluences of  the  gospel,  inhabited  the  country  extending 
from  the  Island  of  Anticosti  to  the  Mississippi.  The  sec- 
tion south  of  the  St.  Lawrence  was  occupied  by  the  Mic- 
macs,  the  Abenaquis,  and  the  Etchemins  ;  to  the  north 
dwelt  the  upper  and  lower  Algonquin?,  or  Montagnais  ; 
west  of  Montreal  and  north  of  the  great  Lakes  were  loca- 
ted the  Outawacks  or  Ottawas,  and  the  Hurons ,  whilst 
the  Iroquois,  or  confederated  Five  Nations,  occupied  the 
country  from  Lake  Erie  on  the  west  to  Lake  Champlain 
on  the  east,  and  from  the  head  waters  of  the  Susquehan- 
nah  and  the  Delaware  on  the  south  to  the  St.  Lawrence 
on  the  north. 

Such  a  field  could  not  but  afford  abundant  material  to 
the  reflecting  mind  and  observant  eye.  New  men  and  an 
unknown  country;  new  languages  and  strange  manners; 
all  were  to  be  studied,  analysed,  explored  and  noted 
down,  and  every  favorable  circumstance  and  event  were, 
at  the  same  time,  to  be  taken  advantage  of,  to  wean  the 
wild  inhabitants  from  their  wandering  ways,  and  draw 
them  insensibly  to  the  practices  of  civilized  life. 


142  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

Fortunately  the  early  Jesuit  missionaries  were  men  of 
learning  and  observation.  They  felt  deeply  the  import- 
ance of  their  position,  and  whilst  acquitting  themselves  of 
the  duties  of  their  calling,  carefully  recorded  whatever 
they  saw  novel  in  the  country  or  in  its  inhabitants.  We 
are  thus  made  acquainted  with  the  actual  condition  of  the 
aborigines,  and  enabled  to  trace  distinctly  the  causes 
which  led  to  their  gradual  though  natural  disappearance 
from  this  continent. 

The  establishment  of  new  missions  necessarily  led  to 
the  exploration  of  the  surrounding  country.  In  this  man- 
ner the  Jesuits  became  the  first  discoverers  of  the  greater 
part  of  the  interior  of  this  continent.  They  were  the  first 
Europeans  who  reached  the  Atlantic  shores  of  the  State 
of  Maine,  from  the  St.  Lawrence  by  way  of  the  Kennebec. 
They,  it  was,  who  thoroughly  explored  the  Saguenay ; 
discovered  Lake  St.  John,  and  led  the  way  overland  from 
Quebec  to  Hudson's  Bay.  It  is  to  one  of  them  we  owe 
the  discovery  of  the  rich  and  inexhaustible  Salt  Springs 
of  Onondaga,  an  event  so  unexpected  b}r  the  Dutch  of 
New  Amsterdam,  that  they  pronounced  it  "  a  Jesuit  lie," 
when  informed  of  the  fact  by  Father  Le  Moyne.  Within 
seven  years  of  their  second  arrival  in  Canada,  they  had 
completed  the  examination  of  the  country  from  Lake  Su- 
perior to  the  Gull*,  and  founded  several  villages  of  Chris- 
tian Neophytes,  on  the  borders  of  the  Upper  Lakes. 
Whilst  the  intercourse  of  the  Dutch  was  yet  confined  to 
the  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Orange,  and  "five 
years  before  Elliot  of  New  England  had  addressed  a 
single  word  to  the  Indians  within  six  miles  of  Boston  har- 
bor, the  French  missionaries  planted  the  cross  at  Sault 
St.  Marie,"  whence  they  looked  down  on  the  Sioux  coun- 
try and  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  The  vast  and  un- 
known West  now  opened  its  prairies  before  them;  the 
Wisconsin  and  Fox  Rivers  are  discovered ;  the  Illinois 
country  and  its  various  tribes  are  visited,  and  finally,  in 
1673,  the  Jesuit  Marquette  crowned  the  labors  of  his  order 
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and  his  age,  by  the  discovery  of  the  Father  of  Waters — 
the  mighty  Mississippi. 

Brilliant  as  were  the  benefits  conferred  on  the  cause  of 
geographical  science  by  these  humble  men,  the  patience 
they  exhibited  under  suilering  and  torture,  whilst  laboring 
to  christianise  the  Indians,  must  arrest  our  admiration,  as 
it  confers  on  them  more  enduring  glory.  In  the  invention 
of  new  cruelties  the  savage  seems  to  have  exhausted  all 
his  ingenuity.  The  Mohawk  was  preeminent  among  his 
fellows  in  this  field,  and  his  country  is  accordingly  dis- 
tinguished in  Catholic  annals,  as  "  the  Mission  of  the 
Martyrs." 

Whilst  preaching  the  gospel,  and  exploring  the  country, 
the  Jesuit  Fathers  did  not  overlook  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding the  means  of  education  for  the  rising  youth. 
Harvard  College,  which  now  fills  so  large  a  space  in  the 
public  eye,  had  not  yet  been  founded  when  Rend  de 
Rohaut,  a  Jesuit  priest,  commenced  the  erection  of  a 
college  in  Quebec.  To  the  great  and  abiding  disgrace 
of  the  English  government,  this  ancient  and  venerable 
building  has  been  converted  by  it  into  a  soldiers'  barrack  ! 
.  The  object  of  this  paper  is,  however,  less  to  describe 
the  labors  of  those  missionaries  than  to  render  their  An- 
nals more  familiar  to  the  historical  student.  These  are 
printed  in  forty  duodecimo,  or  small  octavo  volumes,  under 
the  title  of  "Relation  de  ce   qui  s'est  passe  en  la   Nouvclle 

France  is  annecs "     Sometimes  the  title  runs:— 

"Relation  de  ce  qui  s'est  passe  de  plus  rcmarquahle  aux  Mis- 
sions des    Feres  de    la   Compagnie  de    Jesus    en  la    Nouvclle 

France,  is  annecs "     They  extend  from  1632  to 

1672.  Of  their  merit,  Charlevoix  pronounces  the  follow- 
ing opinion: — "  as  those  Fathers  were  scattered  among  all 
the  nations  with  which  the  French  weie  in  relation:  and 
as  their  missions  obliged  them  to  enter  into  the  affairs  of 
the  Colony,  their  memoirs  may  be  said  to  embrace  an 
elaborate  history  thereof.  There  is  no  other  .source  to 
which  we  can  apply  for  instruction  as  to  the  progress  of 
VOL.  v.  14 
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Religion  among  the  Savages,  or  for  a  knowledge  of  these 
people,  all  of  whose  languages  they  spoke.  The  style  of 
these  relations  is  extremely  simple ;  but  this  simplicity 
itself  has  not  contributed  less  to  give  them  a  great  celeb- 
rity, than  the  curious  and  edifying  matter  they  contain."* 
No  historian  can  enter  fully  into  an  investigation  of  the 
circumstances  attendant  on  the  first  settlement  of  this 
country,  without  being  conversant  with  them,  and  those 
who  pretend  to  acquit  themselves  of  such  a  task  without 
previously  studying  these  works,  afford  only  a  proof  of 
their  unfitness  for  the  duty. 

In  proportion  to  their  great  value  is  at  the  same  time 
their  great  scarcity.  A  complete  sett  is  not  now  to  be 
found  even  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris.!  Southey,  at 
his  death,  owned  twenty-three  volumes,  (1637-1671,) 
less  volume  eleven.  Bohn  purchased  this  lot  for  seven 
pounds,  seven  shillings  and  six  pence  sterling.  Rodd, 
I  am  told,  is  of  opinion  that  some  of  the  volumes  have  been 
suppressed,  as  the  information  they  contained  did  not 
accord  with  that  transmitted  to  the  government  by  mili- 
tary or  other  officers.  This  opinion  is,  however,  not 
substantiated  by  any  evidence. 

The  order  in  Canada,  as  in  other  countries,  had  for  its 
head  a  Superior  to  whom  the  Missionaries  at  out-posts 
regularly  reported.  The  Superior  reported  annually  to 
his  Provincial,  and  these  reports  constitute  the  Jesuit 
Relations.  The  following  persons  filled  the  office  of 
Superior  from  1626  to  1673 : 

Father  Philibert  Noyrot,  1626—1629. 

»        Paul  Le  Jeune,  1633 — 1639. 

"       Barthelemy  Vimont,     1639 — 1645. 

"       Jerome  Lallemant,       1645 — 1650. 

"       Paul  Ragueneau,  1650 — 1653. 

"       Joseph  Le  Mercier,       1653 — 1656. 

"       Jean  de  Quiex,  1656 — 1659. 


•  Hiatoire  de  la  Nouv.  France,  ii.,  xlviii.       t  Faribault,  Catalogue  Raiaonne'e. 
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Father  Jerome  Lallemant,       1659 — 
"       Joseph  Le  Mercies,      16G4 — 1670. 
"       J.  Claude  Dablon,         1670—1673. 

Father  Noyrot  was  drowned  off  the  coast  of  Acadie,  in 
1629 ;  and  the  following  notes,  though  not  as  fall  as  I 
should  wish,  furnish  information  regarding  the  lives  and 
career  of  the  other  Superiors,  which  possibly  may  be 
interesting : 

Paul  Le  Jeune,  who  may  be  considered  as  the  Father 
of  the  Jesuit  Missions  in  Canada,  though  not  the  earliest 
Jesuit  Missionary,  was  born  in  the  year  1592.  He  studied 
Philosophy,  in  1625,  at  the  College  of  La  Fleche,  and 
Theology  at  Paris ;  and  made  such  rapid  advance  in 
learning  that  he  was  soon  after  chosen  Superior  of  the 
Seminary  of  Dieppe.  He  had,  from  an  early  period, 
entertained  the  desire  to  be  sent  to  Canada  to  preach  the 
gospel  to  the  Savages,  but  it  was  not  until  1632,  that  his 
wish  was  gratified.  On  the  14th  May  of  that  year,  imme- 
diately after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  St.  Germain, 
he  sailed  with  Father  Noue  from  Honfleur,  and  arrived  at 
Quebec  on  the  4th  July  following.  He  passed  his  first 
winter  among  the  Savages,  in  whose  privations  and  wants 
he  patiently  participated,  and  soon  succeeded  in  acquiring 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  their  language,  which  enabled 
him  to  compose  in  the  Indian  tongue,  a  catechism  for  his 
neophytes.  In  1634,  he  established  a  mission  at  Metabe- 
routse,  now  called  Three  Rivers,  and  preached  in  1635 
Champlain's  funeral  oration.  He  acted  as  Superior  of  his 
order  in  Canada  until  1639,  and  continued  a  laborer 
among  the  Indians  until  1650,  when  he  returned  to  France, 
where  he  became  Superintendent  of  Foreign  Missions. 
So  highly  respected  was  he  by  those  in  authority,  on 
account  of  the  solidity  of  his  learning  and  the  purity  of  his 
character,  that  Anne  of  Austria,  the  Queen  Mother,  ex- 
pressed a  warm  desire  that  he  should  be  chosen  first 
Bishop  of  the  country  in  which  he  had  been  seventeen 
years  a  missionary.      The  rules  of  his  order,   however, 
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forbade  this,  and  he  died  in  France  in  the  year  1GG4,  at 
the  age  of  seventv-two  years.  He  contributed  nine  vol- 
umes  of  Relations. 

Barthelemy  Yimont,  fellow  student  with  Le  Jeune 
at  La  Flechc  and  Paris,  expressed  equally  early  a  strong 
desire  for  the  Indian  Missions,  but  it  was  not  until  1629 
that  he  was  able  to  leave  France  to  accomplish  the  object 
of  his  wishes.  The  vessel  in  which  he  sailed  for  Canada 
made,  in  its  voyage,  a  descent  on  Cape  Breton,  for  the 
purpose  of  expelling  the  English  from  that  quarter,  and 
having  succeeded,  left  Father  Vimont  with  a  garrison 
there.  He  did  not  arrive  at  Quebec  until  1639,  on  the 
4th  of  May  of  which  year  he  sailed  from  Dieppe,  accom- 
panied by  several  missionaries  and  religious  ladies.  His 
passage  was  stormy  and  dangerous,  the  ship  in  which  he 
had  embarked,  having  only  narrowly  escaped  being 
crushed  by  an  iceberg.  He  landed  in  Quebec  the  follow- 
ing August,  and  succeeded  Le  Jeune  as  Superior  of  the 
order  in  Canada.  Whilst  filling  this  office,  he  assisted 
(1644)  at  making  a  treaty  with  the  Five  Nations  at  Three 
Rivers,  on  which  occasion  he  gave  the  savages  a  most 
sumptuous  entertainment.  Shortly  afterwards,  he  returned 
to  France  to  obtain  an  additional  supply  of  missionaries 
and  religious  ladies,  with  whom  he  sailed  from  Rochelle 
on  27th  May,  1648,  and  arrived  in  Canada  19th  August. 
He  acted  as  Superior  from  1639  to  1645,  and  whilst 
occupying  that  position  furnished  six  volumes  of  Relations. 
He  is  stated  to  have  died  in  June,  165S,  but  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  statement  1  have  no  means  of  judging. 

Jerome  Lallemaxt,  brother  of  Charles  Lallemant, 
one  of  the  first  missionaries  sent  to  Canada  in  1625,  and 
uncle  of  Rev.  Gabriel  Lallemant,  who  suffered  martyrdom 
with  Brebceuf,  was  born  in  Paris  in  the  year  1593,  and 
entered  the  Order  in  1610.  After  having  been  professor 
many  years  and  rector  of  several  colleges,  he  went  as  a 
missionary  to  the  Hurons  in  1610,  and  remained  with  that 
tribe  until  1645,  when  he  succeeded  Vimont  as  Superior. 
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Whilst  he  held  that  important  office,  he  took  more  than 
ordinary  pains  to  establish  the  Faith  among  the  Five 
Nations.  He  was,  however,  obliged  to  return  to  Europe 
in  1650,  to  represent  the  state  of  the  missions  to  the  com- 
pany, and  then  was  appointed  Rector  of  the  College  of 
La  Fleche.  He  was  not  satisfied  with  this  position.  He 
thirsted  after  the  fields  of  his  former  labors  and  prayed  to 
be  allowed  to  return  to  his  converts.  He  obtained  this 
permission,  at  length,  in  1659,  when  he  proceeded,  in 
company  with  the  Bishop  of  Petree,  a  second  time  to 
Canada,  where  he  became  again  Superior  of  his  Order. 
He  died  eventually  in  that  counUy  on  26th  January,  1673, 
at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  leaving  behind  him  a  high 
character  as  a  sound  and  able  theologian.  With  all  his 
endowments  and  learning,  he  was  a  man  of  simple 
habits,  and  always  preferred  instructing  children  and 
young  converts  in  the  Christian  doctrine.*  He  contributed 
seven  Relations,  besides  five  from  the  Huron  country. 
He  was  author,  also,  of  several  religious  works,  some 
copies  of  which,  it  is  said,  are  in  this  country. 

Paul  Ragueneau,  who  succeeded  Lallemant  as  Su- 
perior of  the  Jesuits  in  Canada,t  was  born  in  Paris  in  the 
year  1605.  Having  been  sent  to  the  College  of  Bourges 
to  teach  in  one  of  the  lower  schools,  he  had  the  good 
fortune  of  completing  his  studies  there  under  the  direction- 
of  Father  Louis  Lallemant,  who  had  the  character  of 
being  the  best  master  that  the  Society  in  France  then 
possessed.  His  progress  now  in  devout  science  is  stated 
to  have  been  incredible,  and  having  been  elevated  to  the 


*  Menolo^ie  tie  la  Comp*.  <le  Jesu3.  Paris,  1844.  MS.  This  work  is  in 
Sl  John's  College,  Fordham,  where  the  Fathers  were  kind  enough  to  permit  me 
to  consult  it.  In  a  list  of  the  Catholic  Clergy  of  Canada,  printed  by  authority  in 
Quebec,  the  date  of  Laliemaiu's  death  is  stated  20th  May,  1CCS.  This  is  an 
error. 

t  Charlevoix,  i.,  323,  says,  that  Le  Mercier  succeeded  Lallemant  as  Superior  ; 
bat  Du  Creux,  who  followed  the  "  Relations"  more  closely,  says,  the  latter  was 
succeeded  by  Ragueneau. 

14* 
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priesthood,  he  at  once  entreated  his  Superiors  to  send  him 
on  the  Indian  Mission.     His  wishes  were  complied  with, 
and  he  proceeded  to  the  Huron  country  in  Jul}-,   1G37. 
Three    years  afterwards,    he  was  sent  by  Chevalier  de 
Montmagny  as  ambassador  to  the  Iroquois,  but  he  returned 
to  the  Hurons  in  1G-4-1,  5,  with  whom  he  remained  until  1G50, 
when  he  conducted  the  remnant  of  that  once  numerous  tribe 
to  Quebec.    After  laboring  for  the  conversion  of  the  Hurons 
and  Iroquois  a  great  many  years,  in  the  course  of  which 
he  endured  a  large  share  of  the  fatigues   and  hardships 
inseparable    from    such   a   life,  he  returned  in    1666  to 
France,    where    he    was    appointed    Procurator   of    the 
Missions.     His  useful  and  meritorious  life  was  closed  at 
Paris,   on  the    3d   September,   16S0,  in  the  seventy-fifth 
year  of  his  age.     He  was  a  man  of  wonderful  confidence 
in   God,  and  of  the  most  complete  disengagement  from 
temporal  things.     Of  his  merits  as  a  Missionary,  two  of 
his  fellow  laborers,  Fathers  Joseph  Poncet  and  Francis 
Le  Mercier,  attest,  that  there  was  none  who  labored  more 
in  the  cause  of  Christianity  in  Canada,  or  who  had  better 
title  to  the  name  of  Apostle  than   Father  Ragueneau.* 
Charlevoix  bears   similar  testimony  to   the  usefulness  of 
his  labors,  as  well  as  to  his  experience  in  the  direction 
of  the  Missions.     As  an  author,  he  has  left  a  "Life  of  La 
Mere  Catharine  de  St.  Augustin,"  which,  however,  did 
not  meet  with  universal  approbation.     We  have  from  his 
pen    four    Relations   and    an  interesting   sketch   of   the 
life  and  labors  of  Father 

Jean  de  Brebcexf.  This  celebrated  martyr  was  born 
in  the  diocese  of  Bayeux,  in  Normandy,  on  the  25th 
March,  1-593,  of  a  noble  family,  of  which  the  house   of 


*  ■  Menologio  di  pic  memorie  di  alcuni  rcligiosi  della  Compagnia  di  Gesu, 

raccolte  dal  F.  Giuseppe   A.   Patri^naui,  S.J dail'  anno  1538x 

ail'  anno  1728  .  ■  •  Vol.  l.Y-  4!0-  Venezia,  1730."  For  the  translation 
of  the  sketch  of  Ragueneau'a  life  in  this  work,  I  am  indebted  to  the  politeness  of 
the  Rev.  James  A.  Ward,  S.  J.,  Vice  President  of  Georgetown  College. 
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Arundel  in   England   is   said  to  be   a  branch.*      Early 
inclined  to  a  religious  life,  lie  entered  the  Company  on 
the  5th  October,  1G17,  and,  at  the  request  of  the  Countess 
of  Guercheville,  who  took  an  active  interest  in  the  Jesuit 
Missions,  was  sent  to  Canada  in  162-5  by  the  Rev.  Father 
Coton,  then  General  of  the  Order  in  France.     He  was  thus 
one  of  the   original   five  who  went  out  that  year  with 
Champlain.    After  passing  the  following  winter  among  the 
Montagnais,  he  was  sent  in  1626  by  Father  Philibert  Noy- 
rot,  his  Superior,  to  the  Hurons,  to  which  tribe  he  was  the 
first  Jesuit  Missionary.     His  labors  were  interrupted  in  a 
few  years  by  the  surrender  of  the  country  to  the  English, 
under  Kirk.     During  his   sojourn   among  these  Indians, 
he  succeeded,  however,  in  acquiring  so  thorough  a  know- 
ledge of  the   Huron  tongue,  that   he  translated  into   that 
language  Father  Ledesma's  Abridgment  of  the  Christian 
Doctrine,  which  was  subsequently  printed  by  Champlain 
at  the  end  of  his  voyages  in  1632,  with  the  French  on  one 
side.     After  the  restoration  of  Canada,  Brebceuf  returned 
to  that  country,  Anno  1633,  and  proceeded  to  the  scene 
of  his  former  labors  in  1634,  where  the  Indians  gave  him 
the  name  of  Echom.     Two  years  afterwards,  he  wrote  his 
Treatise  on  the  Huron  Language,  which  has  since  been 
translated  by  the  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  and  published  in 
the  second  volume  of  the   Transactions  of  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society  ;  and,  in  1643,  announced  the  Gospel 
to  the  Neutral  Indians,  in  company  with  Father  Chamonot. 
*  A  life  of  so  much  usefulness  was  too  soon  cut  short.     A 
party  of  Iroquois  attacked  the  Huron  Village  where  Bre- 
bceuf   and    Gabriel   Lallemant,    called    by    the    Hurons 
Atironta,  resided  ;  seized   these  Fathers,  and  put  them  to 
death,  under  most  appalling  torments,   Brebceuf  on  16th 
and   Lallemant  on   17th   March,    1649.     Singular  to  say, 
one  of  the  principal  butchers,  a  Mohawk  chief,  named  la 
Cendrc  Chaudc,  or    "  Hot  Ashes,"  embraced  Christianity 

*  hiog.  Universe  lie,  Yerbo. 


*  In  the  list  of  the  Catholic  Clergy  in  Canada,  already  referred  to,  the  date  of 
his  arrival  is  stated  to  be  1650,  but  this  is  a  mistake.  There  are  several  otlx-r 
errors  in  the  dates  given  in  that  list,  winch  render  it  unreliable  for  the  purpose 
of  this  faketch. 
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afterwards,  and  evinced  great  zeal  in  atoning  for  his  crinv 
and  few  missionaries  made  more  converts  than  he  among 
the  savages.  He  was  subsequently  killed  in  1G87,  inth? 
-Seneca  Country  fighting  along  side  the  French  under 
Denonville  against  the  Five  Nations.  Brebceuf  was  in  his 
fifty-sixth  year  when  he  received  the  crown  ofmartyrdom* 
and  is  said  to  have  converted  over  seven  thousand  souls 
during  the  fifteen  years  that  he  was  on  the  Mission.  Tw» 
Huron  Relations  are  ail  that  appear  from  his  pen.  His 
nephew,  Guilfaume  de  Brebceuf,  is  known  in  the  field  of 
letters  as  the  translator  of  Lucan's  Pharsalia,  and  the 
author  of  various  other  works. 

Francois  Joseph  Le  Mercier,  came  to  Canada  in 
1635,*  and  proceeded  immediately  to  the  Huron  Country, 
where  he  was  known  by  the  name  of  AgochiendagurU. 
He  spent  three  years  with  this  tribe,  and  succeeded  Ra* 
gueneau  as  Superior  in  1653.  Being  anxious  to  establish 
the  faith  at  Onondaga,  he  resigned  this  office  before  hi* 
three  years  had  expired,  and  accompanied  Capt.  Dupui'* 
and  his  colonists,  as  a  missionary  to  their  new  homes  nt 
the  Salt  Springs.  The  materials  within  my  reach  for  a 
biographical  sketch  of  this  father  are  unfortunately  vcrv 
few.  He  became  Superior  again  in  1664,  and  seems  to 
have  filled  that  office  until  1670.  The  volumes  of  K< 
lations  which  he  contributed,  are  particularly  interesting 
for  the  information  they  give  of  the  western  country . 
They  contain,  perhaps,  the  earliest  notice  extant  of  l\w 
copper  mines  on  Lake  Superior,  which  attract  now  so  ' 
much  of  the  public  attention. 

Jean  de  Quien  (or  de  Qubsne)  accompanied  Le  Mn 
cier  to  Canada  in  1635,  and  was  principally  employed  at 
the  Tadoussac  mission.     Being  desirous  to  carry  the  gos- 
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pel  further  north,  he  proceeded  up  the  Snguenay  and  dis- 
covered in  1652  Lake  Pagoi/a?ni,  now  called  Lake  St. 
John.  He  became  Superior,  on  Le  Mercier's  resignation, 
in  1656,  and  sent  some  missionaries  to  the  Ottawas,  who 
were  attacked  by  the  Iroquois  whilst  passing  through  the 
Lake  of  the  Two  Mountains,  on  which  occasion  Father 
Louis  Garreau  of  Limoges  was  killed.  De  Quien  has 
left  us  but  one  Relation ;  this,  however,  contains  very 
valuable  details  on  the  settlement  of  the  French  at  Onon- 
daga.    He  is  stated  to  have  died  on  17th  Sept.  1659. 

J.  Claude  Dablon  arrived  in  Canada  in  1655,  and 
was  selected  immediately  to  visit  Onondaga.  He  re- 
turned to  Quebec  the  following  year  for  additional  aid, 
and  though  he  had  experienced  great  suffering  in  his 
voyage  down  the  river,  he  accompanied  Father  Le  Mer- 
cier  and  Capt.  Dupuis  to  the  Salt  Springs.  Owing  to  the 
conspiracy  of  the  Indians  this  settlement  did  not  take  root, 
and  Dablon  again  returned  to  Quebec.  In  1661,  he 
attempted  in  company  with  Father  Dreuiilettes,  to  pene- 
trate to  the  Hudson's  Bay,  overland  from  the  Sagucnay. 
But  the  approach  of  the  Iroquois  prevented  him  getting 
any  further  than  the  head  waters  of  the  Nekouba,  100 
leagues  distant  from  Lake  St.  John.  In  166S,  he  was 
stationed  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie  with  Father  Marquette,  and 
in  1671,  whilst  the  latter  was  engaged  in  the  discovery 
of  the  Mississippi,  he  explored  that  part  of  Wisconsin, 
which  lies  south  of  "La  Grande  Baiu"  (now,  by  misap- 
plication of  the  French  term,  called  Green  Bay);  ascend- 
ed the  Fox  river  to  Lake  "Winnebago,  and  preached 
among  the  Pottawatomies  and  neighboring  tribes.  He 
was  recalled  to  Quebec  in  1672,  3,  and  is  stated  to  have 
died  on  the  9th  February  16S0.  The  last  two  volumes  of 
the  Relations  were  sent  to  Europe  by  him.  They  are  of 
more  than  ordinary  value  on  account  of  the  geographical 
information  they  contain  relative  to  the  country  north  of 
Quebec  and  west  of  the  Great  Lakes. 

The  contents  of  the  volumes  thus  furnished  by  these 
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missionaries  are,  as  may  be  anticipated,  most  varied. 
Those  who  have  not  the  work,  may  form  some  opinion  of 
its  contents,  from  the  following 

CATALOGUE  RAISONNEE. 
.1632.  Le  Jeune.  (Le  Pere  Paul.)     Brieve  Relation  du  Voyage  de  la  Nouvelle 

France,  fait  au  mois  d' Avril  dernier :  Paris,  1632. 

This,  says  Charlevoix,  is  the  first  ot'the  Relations.  The  English  under  Kirk 
had  taken  possession  of  Canada  in  1G29  and  restored  it  this  year,  when  Le  Jeune 
went  to  that  country,  whence  he  remitted  the  materials  for  this  volume.  It 
contains  many  interesting  details  relating  to  New  France,  and  the  Indians 
whom  the  writer  saw  for  the  first  time.  There  is  a  copy  of  this  letter  in  the 
Mercure  Francais  for  1633. 

1633.  (The  same.)  Relation  de  ce  qui  Jest  passe  en  la  Nouvelle  France :  Paris, 
1634,  pp.  216. 

This  letter,  which  is  printed  also  in  the-  Mercure  Francais  of  1633,  enters 
into  many  particulars  concerning  the  Canada  Indians,  and  gives  the  impressions 
made  on  the  minds  of  the  savages  on  first  beholding  Europeans  and  their  ships. 
In  the  same  volume  of  the  Mercure  is  an  account  of  Champlain's  Voyage  to  Cana- 
da, to  receive  possession  of  that  country  from  the  English. 

1634.  (The  same.)  Relation,  $c. :  Paris,  1635,  pp.  342. 

Several  particulars  of  Champlain's  domestic  habits  are  given  in  this  volume 
which  also  treats  of  the  labors  of  the  first  missionaries  ;  the  manners  and  customs 
of  the  Algonquins-Montagnais  ;  their  vices  and  virtues  ;  food  ;  festivals;  hunting  ; 
fishing  ;  clothing,  ornaments,  &c.  The  9th  Chap,  is  devoted  to  the  language  of 
the  aborigine?.  This  Relation  concludes  with  Le  Jeune's  Journal  commencing 
Aug.  1633,  and  ending  April  1 634,  during  which  interval  he  wintered  among  the 
savages. 

1635.  (The  same.)  Relation,  $c. :  Paris,  1636.  pp.  246. 

After  giving  some  account  of  the  progress  of  the  Faith,  and  shewing  the  advan- 
tages Old  and  New  France  would  derive  from  emigration,  this  volume  furnishes 
a  Relation  of  the  transactions  in  the  Huron  country,  from  the  pen  of  Pere  Jean  de 
Brebceuf;  and  some  particulars  of  Cape  Breton  and  its  inhabitants,  by  Pere  Ju- 
lien  Perrault.  [ 

1636.  (The  same.)  Relation,  <fr. ;  Paris,  1637,  pp.  272  and  223. 

In  addition  to  the  information  regarding  the  efforts  of  the  Jesuits  to  Chris- 
tianise the  Indians,  we  have,  here,  some  interesting  particulars  on  the  death  of 
Champlain  ;  on  the  state  of  the  country,  and  useful  information  for  those  design- 
ing to  emigrate.  We  have,  also,  another  Relation  from  Brebceuf  from  the  Huron 
country,  (the  4th  Chap.)  which  is  a  treatise  on  the  Huron  tongue  already  referred 
to.  The  Huron's  ideas  of  the  creation  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul ;  his  su- 
perstitions, police,  government,  n.oile  of  burying,  and  the  festivals  of  the  living 
and  of  the  dead  are  also  minutely  described. 

1637.  (The  same.)  Relation,  $c:  Rouen,  1633,  pp.  336  and  256. 

This  volume  consists  of  two  parts.  The  first  relates  to  the  aid  furnished  by  Old, 
to  New  France;  to  the  progress  of  the  Missions,  and  contains  some  information 
regarding  the  Huron  Seminary  which  the  Jesuits  established   near   Quebec   for 
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the  instruction  of  the  savage  youth.     The  second  part  relates  exclusively  to  the 
Huron  Mission,  and  is  contributed  by  Pere  Frs.  Jos.  Le  Mercier,  missionary 
among  that  tribe. 
1638.  (The  same.)  Relation,  <$-c:  Paris,  163S,  pp.  73  and  67. 

The  first  part  of  this  volume  describes  the  means  used  to  spread  the  gospel 
among  the  Indians  ;  it  contains  further  particulars  about  the  Huron  Seminary  and 
the  ultimate  failure  of  that  attempt  to  educate  the  young  savages.  Le  Mercier 
continues  his  Relation  of  the  Huron  Missions  in  the  last  part,  in  which  he  gives 
some  account  of  the  persecutions  which  the  Jesuits  underwent  in  that  country. 
We  have  also  particulars  of  the  Lunar  Eclipse  which  occurred  in  Canada  on 
the  last  of  Dec.  1637. 

1639,40.  Vimont  (Le  Pere  Barthelemy.)    Relation,  <$-c. :  Paris,  1641, pp.  197 
and  196. 

The  first  portion  is  taken  up  with  a  description  of  the  state  of  the  colony  and 
of  the  missions.  Part  2,  which  relates  to  the  Hurons  and  the  continued  perse- 
cution of  the  Jesuits  by  that  tribe,  is  contributed  by  Pere  Jer.  Lallemant.  The 
paging  191,  192,  of  this  part  is  repeated  twice,  so  that  it  contains  actually  pp. 
198  instead  of  196. 
1640,  41.  (The.  same.)  Relation,  $c. :  Paris,  1642,  pp.  216  and  104. 

Part  1.  is  taken  up  with  particulars  relating  to  the  religious  establishments  in 
Canada  and  other  missionary  intelligence.  It  contains  also  some  account  of  the 
incursions  of  the  Iroquois  into  the  French  country  ;  of  the  progress  of  the  war 
and  of  negotiations  of  peace  with  the  Five  Nations,  and  the  establishment  of  a 
mission  at  Tadoussac.  Part  2.  is  a  continuation  by  Pere  Jerome  Lallemant, 
of  the  relation  of  the  Huron  Mission,  and  describes  the  extension  of  the  mission 
among  the  more  western  tribes.  There  is  a  mistake  in  the  Index  of  this  part ; 
for  in  the  body  of  the  work  Chap.  6  and  7  form  only  one  chapter,  and  Chap.  7  is 
numbered  Chap.  8. 
1642.  (The  same.)  Relation,  $c. :  Paris,  1643,  pp.  191  and  190. 

This  volume  contains  an  account  of  the  state  of  the  country  in  1642  ;  the  found- 
ing of  Montreal ;  capture  of  Pere  Jogues  by  the  Mohawks,  and  particulars  of  a 
Lunar  Eclipse  which  occurred  on  4th  April,  1642.     The  Huron  Relation  is  con- 
tinued in  the  last  part  by  Pere  Jerome  Lallemant. 
1642,43.  (The  same.)  Relation,  65c. :  Paris,  1644,  ;>p.  329. 

We  have  in  this  vol.  a  letter  in  the  Algonquin  tongue  from  a  young  Neo- 
phyte with  an  interlineary  translation  of  each  word,  an  account  of  the  founda- 
tion of  Sillery  and  further  particulars  of  the  mission  at  Tadoussac.  Also,  Pere 
Jogues'  letter  from  the  Mohawk  country  to  the  Gov.  of  Canada,  dated  30  June, 
1643  ;  another  from  the  same,  dated  Rensselaerwyck  30  Aug.  1643,  and  three 
others,  written  by  the  same,  on  his  return  to  France  in  1644,  all  descriptive  of 
his  capture,  sufferings  and  final  escape  from  the  savages  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  the  Dutch. 
1643,  44.  (The  same.)  Relation,  fife;  Paris,  1645,  pp.  256  and  147. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  particulars  as  to  the  propagation  of  the  Faith,  we 
have,  here,  an  account  of  the  capture  and  sufferings  of  Pere  Bressani  at  the  handg 
of  the  Mohawks  and  his  release  by  the  Dutch.  Pere  Lallemant  contributes  an 
account  of  the  war  waged  by  the  Five  Nations  against  the  Hurons.  The  last 
page  of  this  Relation  is  printed  incorrectly  174  instead  of  147. 
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1644,45.  (The  same.)  Relation,  cj-c. :  Paris,  1646,  pp.  183. 

The  first  six  chapters  ;ire  on  the  missions  ;  then  follow   divers  particulars  of 
the  incursions  of  the  Five  Nations  into  Canada,  and  the  consequent  negotiations 
for  peace.     This  volume  concludes  with  a  letter  from  Fere  Lallemant,  from  the 
Huron  country. 
1645,  46.  Lalle.mant  (P.  Jerome.)  Relation,  $c. :  Paris,  1647,  pp.  184  £  128. 

Describes  who  the  Iroquois  are  ;  their  further  negotiations  with  the  French 
and  the  commencement  of  the  Jesuit  missions  in  their  country,  It  contains, 
also,  the  journal  of  Pere  Jogues'  2d  and  3d  visits  to  the  Mohawk  territory,  (now 
called  "  The  Mission  of  the  Martyrs.")  from  which  it  appears  that  the  Iroquois 
name  for  the  Hudson  River  was  Oiogui  ;  and  for  Lake  George,  Andiatorocte, 
which  means  "  the  place  where  the  Lake  narrows"  "  (La.  oil  le  Lac  se  ferme")  ; 
and  that  the  latter  was  first  called  Lac  da  Saint  Sacrement  by  Jogues  in  conse- 
quence of  his  coming  to  it  on  the  festival  of  Corpus  Christi.  Pere  Ragueneau 
closes  this  volume  with  a  Huron  Relation. 
1647.  (The  same.)  Relation,  V-  •'  Paris,  1648,  pp.  276. 

Contains  further  particulars  of  Pere  Jogues'  sojourn  among  the  Mohawks  and 
his  escape  in  1643  ;  his  2nd  and  3d  missions  to  that  tribe  in  1646  and  his  melan- 
choly death.     Also  gives  an  account  of  the  Missions  among  the  Abenaquis  and 
other  tribes. 
1647,  48.  (The  same.)  Relations,  tj-c. .-  Paris,  1649,  pp.  158  and  135. 

After  referring  to  some  further  occurrences  between  the  Iroquois  and  the 
French,  we  have,  additional  particulars  of  the  labors  of  Pere  Gab.  Dreuillettes, 
the  Apostle  of  the  Abenaquis.  P.  Ragueneau  contributes  a  Huron  Relation, 
which  is  the  most  interesting  portion  of  the  volume,  as  it  furnishes  valuable  geo- 
graphical information  relating  to  the  Great  Lakes  (Superior,  Huron,  or  la  mer 
douce;  Michigan,  or  Lac  Illinois;  Erie  and  Ontario,)  and  the  various  tribes 
which  inhabit  their  borders.  The  Five  Nations  are  located  with  much  precise- 
ness,  and  some  particulars  are  given  even  of  the  Delawares  and  the  colony  of 
New  Sweden,  where  the  Europeans  "  think  more  about  trading  for  peltries  than 
instructing  the  savages."  Altogether  this  volume  affords  evidence  of  habits  of  ob- 
servation and  attention  highly  hononible  to  the  order. 
1648,49.  Ragueneau  (P.  Paul.)   Relation,  $c.  aux  Hurons,  Pals  de  la  Nou~ 

velle  France,  is  annies  164S,  1649  :  Lille,  1650,  pp.  121. 

The  edition  in  the  Harvard  Coll.  is  stated  to  have  been  printed  at  Lille,  and  to 
contain   pp.   121 ;  others  bear   the  imprint   of  Paris,   and   have    only  pp.  103. 
It  is  a  report  of  the  Huron  Minions  and  contains  an  account  of  the  horrible 
deaths  of  Fathers  Breba-uf  and  Gab.  Lallemant  at  the  hands  of  the  savages. 
1649,  50.   (The  same.)  Relation  aux  pais  plus  bas  de  la  Nouvelle  France  de~ 

puis  Visit  de  Vannie  1649  jusques  a  Visit  de  I'annie  1650:  Paris,  1651, 

pp.  187. 

This  vol.  is  signed  "  II.  Lallemant"  at  p.  187.     It  gives  an  account  (inter 
alia)  of  the  missions  among  the   Hurons  ;  of  the  murders  of  Peres  Gamier  and 
Noel  Chabanel  ;  the  destruction  of  the  Hurons  by  the  Iroquois  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Huron  colony  near  Quebec. 
1650,51.  (The  same.)  Relation,  tj-e. :  Paris,  1652,  pp.  146. 

An  account  of  the  state  of  the  French  Settlements  in  Canada  and  the  missions 
generally  throughout  that  country. 
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1651.52.  (The  same.)  Relation,  $c:  Paris,  1653, /v>.  200. 

This  relation  contains  an  account  of  the  death  of  Pere  Buteux ;  also  of  the 
Indian  missions  including  that  among  the  Abenaquis.  Chap.  9  is  on  the  war 
waged  by  the  Iroquois  against  the  French.  The  volume  concludes  with  a  Life 
of  La  Mere  Marie  de  St.  Joseph,  deceased,  written  by  La  Mere  Marie  de  lTn- 
carnation,  Superior  of  the  Ursuline  Convent,  Quebec. 

1652.53.  Le  Mekcier  (Pere  Frs.)  Relation,  »j-c. :  Paris,  1654,  pp.  184. 
Relates  the  occurrences  during  the  year  at  Montreal  and  Three  Rivers  ;  the 

capture  of  Pere  Poncet  by  the  Mohawks  ;  his  visit  to  Fort  Orange  ;  and  the 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  Iroquois. 

1653.54.  (The  same.)  Relation,  $c:  Paris,  1655, pp.  176. 

Further  negotiations  between  the  Five  Nations  and  the  French  ;  journal  of 
Pere  Le  Moyne's  voyage  to  Onondaga  ;  treaty  of  peace  made  there  and  the  dis- 
covery of  the  Salt  Springs.  This  volume  contains,  besides,  a  letter  written  origi- 
nally on  a  piece  of  birch  bark,  by  the  Hurons  of  the  Island  of  Orleans,  in  their 
tongue  to  the  Fathers  at  Paris  (with  a  translation  appended.) 

1654,  55.  [I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  a  copy  of  the  Relation  for  this  year, 
in  any  collection,  either  in  Canada  or  this  country,  as  far  as  my  enquiries  have 
extended.] 

1655,  56.  Quien  (Pere  Jean  de).  Relation,  <$-c:  Paris,  \Col,pp.  168. 
Contains  P.  Le  Moyne's  journey  to  the  Mohawks,  and  the  establishment  of 

the  first  French  settlement  at  Onondaga ;  the  origin  of  the  war  between  the 
Five  Nations,  and  the  Eries  or  Cat  Indians  ;  arrival  of  a  delegation  of  Ou- 
taowacks  (Ottawas)  at  Quebec  ;  their  departure  and  the  murder  of  Pere  Garreau. 

1656,  57.  Le  Jeune  (P.  Paul.)  Relation,  cj-c. :  Pans,  165B, pp.  211. 
Ambassadors  from  the  Senecas  to  the  French,  murdered  by  the  Mohawks  ; 

missionaries  sent  to  the  Senecas,  Sept.  1655.  Another  embassy  from  the  Sene- 
cas in  the  following  year ;  and  the  establishment  of  missions  among  that,  and 
the  Cayuga  tribe  ;  journal  of  the  voyage  of  Capt.  Duj.uis  and  the  Jesuits  in  1656, 
to  the  Onondagas,  and  the  taking  possession  of  that  country  by  the  French  ;  ac- 
count of  P.  Le  Moyne's  visit  to  the  Mohawks;  boundaries  of  the  country  belong- 
ing to  the  Five  Nations  ;  details  concerning  these  tribes ;  their  manners  and 
customs  and  the  progress  of  the  gospel  among  them. 

1657,  58.  Ragtjeneau  (P.  Paul.)  Relation,  $c:  Paris,  1C59, />/>.  136. 

This  vol.  relates  the  abandonment  of  the  French  settlement  at  Onondaga  ;  and 
contains  a  letter  from  P.  Le  Moyne,  dated  N.  Netherland,  March  25,  1653  ;  it 
describes,  also,  the  several  routes  to  the  jSIcr  du  Xord,  or  Hudson's  bay,  and 
enumerates  various  Indian  tribes  recently  discovered. 
1658,59.  [The  remark  made  on  the  vol.  of  1C54,  5,  is  applicable  also  to  that 

for  165S,  59.] 

1659,  60.  [No  name.]  Relation,  J>c. :  Paris,  1661,  pp.  202. 

Describes  the  country  of  the  Five  Nations,  and  gives  a  census  of  each  tribe  : 
also  an  account  of  discoveries  on  the  Saguenay  river,  Hudson's  bay,  and  the  final 
overthrow  of  the  Huron  nation. 

1660,  61.  Le  Jeune  (P.  Paul.)  Relation,  fc.s  Paris,  1662,  pp.  213. 
Renewal  of  the  war  between  the  Iroquois  and  the   French  ;  treaties  of  peace 

with,  and  re-establishrnent  of  the  missions  among,  the  Five  Nations  ;  new  mis. 
VOL.   v.  15 
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sion  among  the  Kilistenons  on  the  Hudson's  bay  ;  journal  of  the  first  visit  of  the 
French  to  that  quarter  and  the  dangers  of  the  road.  This  volume  contains,  in 
conclusion,  a  letter  from  F.  Le  Moyne  to  P.  Lallemant,  Superior  ;  two  letters 
written  on  bark,  from  the  Mohawk  country  to  Le  Moyne  at  Onondaga  ;  a  third 
on  cartridge  paper  ;  and  finally,  a  letter  from  Le  Moyne  to  his  mother,  and  another 
from  a  French  prisoner  among  the  Mohawks,  to  his  friend  at  Three  Rivers. 

1661,  62.  Lallemant  (P.  Jerome.)  Relation,  i[c:  Paris,  1GG3,  pp.  118. 
Continued  misunderstanding  with  the  Five  Nations  ;  Pere  Le  Moyne  winters 

among  the  Upper  Iroquois  (Senecas)  and  his  return  ;  release  of  18  French  cap- 
tives ;  and  several  murder?  committed  by  the  Ga^pe  savages  on  other  Indians. 

1662,  63.  (The  same.)  Relation,  fije. .■  Paris,  1664,  pp.  169. 

Describes  certain  meteorological  phenomena  ;  the  great  earthquake  of  16G3, 
and  the  solar  eclipse  of  1st  Sept.  of  that  year. 
1663,64.  (The  same.)  Relation,  $c :  Paris,  1G65,  pp.  176. 

Treats  of  the  missions  among  the  Hurons,  Algonquins,  and  the  Five  Nations, 
and  the  war  between  th<'  Mohawks  and  the  Mohegansand  Abenaquis.     It  gives 
an  account  also  of  an  embassy  which  the  Iroquois  sent  to  the  French  to  conclude 
■a  peace,  being  alarmed  at  the  preparations  of  the  latter  against  them. 
1664,  65.  Le  Mercier  (P.  Frs .)  Relation,  tj-c. :  Paris,  1666,  pp.  128.     (With 

a  map  of  the  Iroquois  country.) 

Administration  of  Marquis  de  Tracy  ;  his  negotiations  with  the  Iroquois;  de- 
scription of  their  country,  and  the  several  routes  leading  thither  ;  numerical 
strength  of  each  of  the  Five  Nations.     This  volume  contains  sundry  particulars 
regarding  the  comets  which  appeared  in  Canada,  in  1664,  65. 
16G5,  66.  (The  same.)  Relation,  fice.  .•  Paris,  1GG7,  pp.  47. 

There  is  only  one  copy  of  this  volume,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain, 
in  this  country.  Though  it  consists  but  ot  three  chapters,  and  so  few  pages,  it 
contains  interesting  particulars  of  the  expeditions  undertaken  in  16G6,  by  the 
French.  One  of  these  was  led  by  Courcelles,  in  January,  against  the  Oneidas 
and  Mohawks,  in  the  course  of  which  500  men  marched  on  snow-shoes,  from 
Quebec  to  Schenectady,  and  hack — a  distance  of  300  leagues.  The  other  was 
commanded  by  the  Marquis  de  Tracy,  then  an  octogenarian  and  proceeded  in 
September  following  against  the  Mohawks.  Mention  is  made  in  the  table  of 
contents,  of  a  "  Lcttrc  de  la  Riterende  Mere  Supcrieure  des  Religienses  Has- 
pitalieres  de  Kebcc  en  la  Nourelle  France  du  3  Octobre  16GG,"  but  it  is  not 
printed  in  this  vol. 
166G,  67.   (The  same.)  Relation,  b<c.  :  Paris,  1668,  pp.  160. 

Details  Pere  Alloucz'  mission  to  the  Outaowacks,  and  the  manners  and  customs 
of  that  tribe;  gives  an  account  of  the  missions  among  the  Pottawatomies  and 
other  western  tribes,  and  the  reestablishment  of  the  missions  among  the  Five 
Nations  in  consequence  of  the  French  expeditions  of  the  preceding  year.  This 
vol.  concludes  with  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  3Itre  Supcrieure  des  Religieuscs  Hos- 
pitalieres  de  Kcbec  en  la  X  JF.  du  20  Ortob.  16G7,  pp.  14. 
1667,  68.  (The  same.)  Relation,  $c. :  Paris,  1669,  pp.  219. 

After  a  resum6  of  the  advantages  derived  from  the  missions  among  the  Five 
Nations,  we  have,  in  this  volume  the  French  names  of  the  several  missionary  posts 
among  the  Mohawks,  Oneidas,  Onondagas,  Cayugas,  and   Senecas;  reference  is 


NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY.  15? 

also  made  in  ii  to  the  drowning  of  Arent  Van  Curler  in  Lake  Champlain,  on  his 
way  to  visit  Gov.  de  Tracy.  In  conclusion,  it  contains  a  letter  from  Mons.  de 
Petree,  first  Bishop  of  Quebec,  on  iho  state  of  the  Church,  and  an  account  of  the 
death  of  the  Rev.  Were  Catharine. 

1668,  69.  (No  name/;  Relation,  <j-c. :  Paris,  1670,  pp.  140. 

This  volume  gives  the  usual  annual  account  of  the  missions  among  the  Five 
Nations,  and  a  letter  from  Gov.  Lovelace  to  Father  Picrron,  dated  Fort  James  18th 
Nov.  1668,  in  rep'y  co  the  petition  of  the  Indians,  for  the  suppression  of  the 
trade  in  ardent  spirits  in  their  country. 

1669,  70.  Le  Mercjer  (Pere  Frs.)  Relation,  $c. .-  Paris,  1671,  pp.  318  fij  102. 
This  volume  is  in  three  parts.     The  two  first  treat  of  the  missions  among  the 

Five  Nations  ;  the  negotiations  to  terminate  the  difficulties  between  the  Algon- 
quins  of  Canada  and  the  Iroquois  ;  and  the  war  of  1669,  between  the  Mohawks 
and  the  Mohegans,  "  who  inhabit  the  coast  towards  Boston,  in  New  England." 
The  3d  part  is  an  account  of  the  missions  among  the  Outaowacks,  and  on  Lake 
Superior,  and  a  description  of  that  Lake  and  of  the  copper  mines  on  its  coast. 
It  contains  also  a  letter  from  Pere  Jacques  Marquette  on  the  Illinois,  the  Ke- 
noncks,  the  Kiskakoncks,  Kilistinaux,  and  other  western  tribes. 
1670,71.  Dablox   (Fere  J.  C.   Claude.)  Relation,  cf-c. :  Paris,  1672,  pp.  189. 

Further  account  of  the  missions  in  Canada  and  among  the  Five  Nations  ;  pos- 
session is  taken  by  the  French,  in  the  name  of  their  king,  of  all  the  countries  on 
the  upper  Lakes,  comprehended  under  the  name  of  the  Outaowacks.     This  vol. 
concludes  with  additional  accounts  from  the  western  country. 
1671,  72.  (The  same.)   Relation,  be:  Paris,  1673,  pp.  2G4.     (With  a  map  of 

"  Lac  Superieur  et  autres  lleux  oil  sont  les  missions  de  Peres  de  la  compf 

de  Jesus  comprises  sons  le  nam  d,Outaolcacs.,') 

This  vol.  is  also  divided  into  3  parts  ;  the  first  of  which,  relates  the  arrival  of 
Count  Frontenac  in  Canada,  and  gives  an  account  of  the  Huron  and  Iroquois 
missions.  The  second,  those  of  the  Lower  Algonquins,  and  of  the  Hudson  bay, 
with  a  journal  of  an  overland  voyage  from  the  Saguenay  to  that  bay.  The  third 
part  contains  a  biographical  sketch  of  Mde.  de  la  Peitrie,  foundress  of  the  Ursu- 
line  Convent  at  Quebec,  also  an  account  of  the  death  of  La  Mere  de  1'Incarna- 
tion,  Superior  of  that  establishment.  The  map  embraces  lakes  Superior,  Huron 
and  Illinois,  (now  lake  Michigan,)  and  is  republished  in  Bancroft's  U.  S.,  vol.  III. 

Though  considerable  efforts  have  been  made,  to  secure  a  complete  series  of 
these  books,  they  have  as  yet  been  unattended  with  success,  and  perhaps  no 
volumes  are  more  scattered  through  divers  libraries  than  these  Relations.  This 
circumstance  has  rendered  it  more  difficult  for  the  student  to  consult  them.  In 
the  hope  of  determining  what  volumes  are  accessible,  and  where  they  are,  I  have 
entered  into  an  extensive  correspondence,  the  result  of  which  is  to  be  found  in 
the  following 
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TABLE 

Showing  what  volumes  of  tiie  Jesuit  Relations  are  in  this  country  and 

Canada,  and  wnr.RE  the  same  are  to  be  found. 
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PROSPECTUS. 


With  a  view  to  diffuse  a  knowledge  of  its  proceedings  and  keep  alive  an  interest 
in  its  welfare,  the  New  York  Historical  Society  have  provided  for  the  publication 
(except  during  the  summer  recess)  of  a  .Monthly  Bulletin  or  Report  of  its  pro- 
ceedings ;  to  contain : 

1.  a  succinct,  well  digested  r  erort  of  the  business  proceedings  of  the  society. 

2.  Abstracts  of  the  Reports  ok  Communications  from  the  several  Officers 
of  the  Society. 

3.  Abstracts  of  the  Retorts  of  the  Executive  and  other  Committees  of  the 
Society. 

4.  Abstracts  of  Papers  read  before  the  Society. 

5.  A  condensed  Report  of  oral  addresses  made,  and  discussions  had,  v  ton  inte- 
resting TOriCS.  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY. 

The  under-igned,  believing  that  such  a  publication  will  possess  an  interest  for 
every  resident  and  corresponding  member  of  the  Society,  as  well  as  for  others  who 
take  an  interest  in  Historical  investigations,  has  obtained  permission  to  print  such  a 
number  of  extra  copies  as  may  be  subscribed  for ;  which  he  proposes  to  do  on  the 
following 

CONDITIONS  : 
The  work  will  commence  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Meeting  in  Janu- 
ary, 1847.  It  will  be  hand-ornciy  printed,  in  octavo,  on  fine  paper,  and  done  up  in 
a  neat  cover.  The  number  of  pages  to  be  issued  each  month,  will  of  course  depend 
on  the  amount  and  character  of  the  business  transacted  at  each  meeting  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  will  probably  vary  from  twelve  to  thirty-two  pages. 

Each  number  will  be  ready  for  delivery  on  or  before  the  third  Saturday  of  each 
month  in  which  it  is  published.  It  wtH  bf  delivered  to  those  subscribers  who 
reside  in  the  city,  at  their  residences,  and  Forwarded  by  mail  to  others, 

At  ONE  DOLLAR  per  Annum,  payable  in  ADVANCE. 
WILLIAM  VAN  NORDEN, 

Printer,  39  William-street. 


WILLIAM    VAN    NORDEN'S 

MERCANTILE  AND  LAW 

IVo.  39  WILLI AjI-STHEET. 

CHECKS,    NOTES,    DRAFTS,    BILLS  OF  EXCHANGE, 

Circulars,  <£arii5,  Bill  fjeabs, 
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AUCTION   CATALOGUES, 
BOOKS,  PAMPHLETS,  &a,  &c., 

including  every  other  variety  of 
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PRISTBR.NO.  3D  WILLIAM-STRKET. 

1847. 
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NOTICE  TO  SUBSCRIBERS. 

The  delay  in  the  issue  of  the  present  number  of  the 
Bulletin,  has  been  in  consequence  of  the  expectation  that 
the  Anniversary  Discourse  would  accompany  it — but  we 
are  obliged  to  go  to  press  without  it. 

Jan.,  1843. 
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NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 


FORTY-THIRD  ANNIVERSARY  MEETING,  NOVEMBER  19,  1847. 


The  Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice-President,  in 
the  chair. 

Mr.  Bradish  read  a  note  from  the  President  of  the 
society,  regretting  his  inability  to  attend  the  meeting. 

The  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  was 
dispensed  with. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  presented 
and  read  a  report  from  that  committee  upon  the  nomina- 
tions referred  to  them,  recommending  the  following  can- 
didates, who  were  thereupon  elected  : 

CORRESPONDING   MEMBERS. 

Don  Antonio  Bachiller  y  Morales,  Havana. 

J.  B.  D.  DeBow,  New  Orleans. 

A.  Oakey  Hall,  " 

Rev.  Jared  Dewing,  Blauveltville,  N.  Y. 

Martin  Farquhar  Tupper,  London. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

Robert  S.  Hone,  Henry  Ga mage, 

Frederic  S.  Cozzens,  Richard  J.  Tpiorne, 

Edward  C.  Marshall,  Rev.  J.  A.  Spencer,     - 
vol.  v.             16 


V 
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Maj.  T.  J.  Leslie,  U.  S.  A.     Charles  B.  Spicer, 
Seabtjry  Brewster,  John  P.  Ridner, 

Henry  H.  Raymond,  George  J.  Cornell, 

James  H.  Van  Alen. 

Several  nominations  were  made  and  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wetmore,  the  Society  then  adjourned 
to  the  Chapel  of  the  University,  when  the  Anniversary 
Discourse  was  delivered  by  the  Hon.  Benjamin  F. 
Butler. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  discourse,  Mr.  E.  C.  Benedict 
offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to 
the  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  for  his  very  able  and  inter- 
esting address,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  the 
Society  a  copy  for  publication. 
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STATED  MEETING,  DECEMBER  7,  1847. 


The  Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice-President,  in 
the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  two  meetings  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  read  the  follow- 
ing letters  received  by  him  since  his  last  report: 

1.  From  Professor  Giovanni  M.  Tosi,  dated  Ferrara, 
Italy,  October  8th,  1847,  acknowledging  his  election  as  a 
corresponding  member,  and  receipt  of  the  diploma  and 
the  "Proceedings  for  IS  16-47." 

2.  From  Professor  Joseph  Marie  Bozoli,  dated  Ferrara, 
October  Sth,  1S47,  to  the  same  effect. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  presented  and 
read  the  following  letters: 

1.  From  N.  S.  Jarvis,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  U.  S.  A.,  dated 
at  Monterey,  Mexico,  October  2-5th,  acknowledging  his 
election  as  a  corresponding  member,  and  expressing  his 
readiness  to  promote  the  objects  and  interests  of  the 
society. 

2.  From  Mellen  Chamberlain,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  No- 
vember 1st,  to  the  same  effect. 

3.  From  Ira  M.  Barton,  Worcester,  Mass.,  November 
26th,  to  the  same  effect. 

4.  From  R.  McClelland,  Monroe,  Michigan,  November 
6th,  to  the  same  effect. 
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5.  From  Lieut  M.  F.  Maury,  U.  S.  N.,  dated  at  the 
National  Observatory,  Washington,  Nov.  3d,  1S47,  as 
follows : 

"  Sir,  Lduly  received  yours  of  the  6th  ult,  notifying  me 
that  I  had  been,  elected  a  corresponding  member  of  the 
New  York  Historical  Society,  and  stating  the  object  of 
the  society. 

I  heartily  approve  of  the  object  the  society  has  in  view, 
and  am  honored  by  its  notice. 

I  have  delayed  to  acknowledge  the  compliment,  the 
more  highly  prized  because  so  little  deserved,  hoping  to 
meet  with  an  opportunity  of  sending,  for  the  use  of  the 
society,  a  pamphlet  and  chart,  relating  to  the  Gulf  Stream 
and  the  prevailing  winds  and  currents  of  the  North  Atlan- 
tic Ocean.  I  have,  however,  not  met  with  any  such 
opportunity,  and  now  send  them  by  Adams'  Express. 
I  suppose  they  will  reach  you  about  the  time  this  does. 

Permit  me  to  invite  with  a  few  words,  the  attention  of 
the  society  to  the  subject  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  and  to  the 
revolution,  which  in  consequence  of  our  knowledge  of  it, 
limited  as  it  is,  it  has  effected  in  the  course  of  trade. 

Up  to  the  time  when  Dr.  Franklin  made  known  his 
discovery  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  the  route  of  vessels  trading 
from  Europe  to  America,  was  generally  to  the  south. 
Not  knowing  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  vessels  attempting  the 
direct  route  from  England  to  New  York,  had  to  stem  its 
current  for  much  of  the  way.  The  consequence  was 
boisterous  weather  and  tedious  passages.  If  in  winter, 
after  making  the  land,  a  northwest  gale  was  encountered 
off  the  New  England  States,  or  the  capes  of  the  Dela- 
ware, the  vessel  instead  of  running  off  for  a  few  hours  to 
get  into  the  Gulf  Stream  and  (haw  herself  and  crew,  as 
she  now  does,  kept  away  for  Charleston,  or  the  West 
Indies,  where  she  would  spend  the  winter,  waiting  for  the 
spring  and  good  weather,  before  she  would  attempt  her 
northern  port  again.  The  average  passage  from  England 
to  Philadelphia,  New  York,  or  any  of  the  northern  ports 
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at  that  time,  was  upwards  of  sixty  days.  But  the  pas- 
sage to  and  from  Charleston,  where  there  was  no  Gulf 
Stream  in  the  way,  was  then  very  nearly  as  it  is  now. 
These  circumstances  combined  with  others  less  prominent, 
perhaps,  made  Charleston  a  sort  of  a  half-way  house  be- 
tween New  York,  Boston,  etc.  and  England.  And  the 
direct  trade  of  Charleston  at  that  time,  exceeded  that  of 
all  the  New  England  States  put  together.  But  when 
Dr.  Franklin  with  his  thermometer  taught  navigators  how 
to  take  advantage  of,  or  to  avoid  the  Gulf  Stream,  this 
order  was  reversed,  and  New  York  became  the  half-way 
house  in  the  course  of  trade. 

We  have  often  heard  it  urged  upon  the  floors  of  Con- 
gress and  elsewhere,  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  the 
oppressive  operations  of  tariff  enactments  upon  the  south, 
or  of  unequaJ  legislation  and  laws,  that  Charleston  lost 
her  commercial  supremacy,  and  that  her  direct  trade  has 
dwindled  away ;  but  a  thorough  examination  into  the 
history  of  the  change  above  mentioned,  will  show  that 
Dr.  Franklin's  water  thermometer  has  had  not  a  little  to 
do  with  it. 

So  too  have  commercial  marts  been  brought  nearer  to- 
gether by  many  days  in  consequence  of  a  more  exact 
knowledge  of  prevailing  winds.  Within  my  own  experi- 
ence as  a  navigator,  a  route  depending  upon  knowledge 
of  this  sort,  has  been  discovered  between  Callao,  the  port 
of  Lima  in  Peru,  and  Valparaiso  in  Chili,  which  has 
shortened  the  sailing  distance  between  them  nearly  one 
half.  When  I  first  visited  that  coast,  thirty  days  was 
considered  as  a  fair  passage — and  twenty-three  as  a 
extraordinarily  short  one. 

In  consequence  of  the  discovery  of  a  new  route  depending 
on  a  better  knowledge  of  the  winds,  fifteen  davs  is  now 
considered  as  a  fair  passage,  and  I  have  made  it  in  eleven. 

These  facts   and  circumstances   have   induced  me   to 
propose  the  task  of  preparing  "wind  and  current  charts" 
of  the  three  great  oceans.     The  suggestion,  I  am  happy  to 
16* 
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say,  has  been  heartily  approved  of  by  the  enlightened 
statesman  who  presides  at  the  head  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment; an  accomplished  drau.idi.tsm an,  Lieut.  Whiting, 
U.  S.  N.,  has  been  detailed  for  constructing  these  charts, 
and  recently  another  oiheer,  Lieut.  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  N., 
has  been  assigned  to  the  same  duty.  The  plan  is  to 
project  the  track  of  each  vessel  in  such  a  manner,  as  to 
show  the  winds  and  currents  encountered  in  every  voyage. 
The  sheet  now  presented  is  the  first  in  the  series.  I  need 
not  specify  the  important  results  and  conclusions  to  which 
it  already  look?.  But  besides  that  feature  of  it  which 
gives  each  navigator  the  benefit  of  the  experience  of  all, 
I  may  be  excused  for  alluding  to  one  of  several  very  valu- 
able and  important  collateral  results  to  be  expected  from 
it,  viz.;  the  removing  all  those  "vigias,"  fixing  those 
doubtful  dangers  which  deface  our  charts,  and  serve  only 
to  add  to  the  load  of  cares  and  anxieties  which  vex  the 
minds  of  navigators  with  the  apprehension  of  dangers,  far 
more  harassing  because  their  existence  is  doubtful,  and  if 
real,  their  place  is  by  no  means  certain." 

6.  From  Henry  C.  Van  Schaack,  Manlius,  N.  Y.,  Octo- 
ber 29th,  1S47,  as  follows  : 

"Dear  Sir,  You  will  receive  herewith  for  the  Society, 
a  number  of  MSS.  and  copies  of  MSS.  found  among 
my  father's  papers. 

1.  The  earliest  in  date  is  a  translation  from  a  paper  in 
the  Dutch  language,  purporting  to  be  some  minutes  of  an 
"  Extraordinary  meeting  of  both  the  Courts  holden  in  Fort 
Orange,"  on  certain  "propositions  of  the  Mohawks,  on 
the  6th  of  September,  10-39." 

2.  A  variety  of  papers  twenty-nine  in  number, 
chiefly  of  1745  and  17-10,  being  addenda  to  "  The  Horse- 
manden  Papers"  presented  by  me  to  the  society  two  years 
ago.  Among  these  papers  will  be  found  several  interest- 
ing letters  from  the  Rev.  Henry  Barclay,  and  particular- 
ly an  extract  from  a  journal  kept  by  him  of  one  of  his 
visits  to  the  Mohawks  in  1745.     Mr.  Barclay  was  a  mis- 
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sionary  for  a  great  number  of  years  among  the  Mohawk 
Indians,  in  the  employ  of  the  Society  for  propagating  the 
Gospel,  established  in  England  one  hundred  and  forty 
years  ago,  and  he  had,  (as  he  says  in  one  of  his  letters,) 
for  a  long  time,  "  almost  an  absolute  command  of  them," 
(the  Indians)  "  and  they  never  held  any  council  of  im- 
portance but  he  was  desired  to  be  present." 

3.  I  also  send  you  copies  of  opinions  given  by  Lord 
Chancellor  Camden  and  Lord  Chancellor  York,  and  al- 
so similar  opinions,  given  in  1775  by  Counsellor  Dagge, 
Sergeant  Glynn,  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  Patrick  Henry, 
Junior,  in  regard  to  the  validity  of  grants  of  lands  made 
by  the  Indians. 

Although  they  may  not  be  very  valuable,  these  papers, 
or  some  of  them,  I  flatter  myself,  will  be  of  some  use  to 

the  society. 

****** 

The  remarks  made  by  you  in  your  report  of  last  year 
in  regard  to  the  inactivity  of  the  corresponding  members 
of  the  society,  were  duly  noted  by  me.  I  shall  endeavor 
to  profit  by  them,  and  will  from  time  to  time,  as  leisure 
and  opportunity  shall  permit,  arrange  and  forward  to  the 
society  such  selections  from  my  father's  manuscripts  as 
may  be  worthy  of  preservation." 

7.  From  Daniel  J.  Desmond,  Esq.,  Foreign  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Soci- 
ety, dated  20th  November,  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Albert 
Gallatin,  inviting  the  officers  of  the  New  York  Historical 
Society  to  the  celebration  of  opening  the  New  Hall  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Society  on  the  *24th  of  November. 

8.  From  Dr.  Charles  Drake,  dated  Xewburgh,  Novem- 
ber 30,  presenting  a  daguerreotype  of  Sergeant  Uzal 
Knapp  of  the  Third  Continental  Regiment  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  together  with  copies  of  original  docu- 
ments of  discharge,  ct  cetera,  to  Mr.  Knapp,  bearing  the 
signatures  of  George  Washington,  J.  Trumbull,  and 
others. 
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9.  From  Rev.  R.  Davidson,  dated  New  Brunswick, 
Bee.  7th,  as  follows : 

"  Sir,  Permit  me  the  pleasure  of  redeeming  a  pledge 
which  I  made  at  the  time  when  your  respected  society 
honored  me  with  an  election  to  its  membership,  and  of 
presenting  to  its  acceptance  a  volume  to  which  has  been 
devoted  a  research  of  nine  years,  during  the  intervals  of 
professional  duty.  It  is  entitled,  "  The  History  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  Ke/iti/clij."  When  it  is  recollected  that 
the  above-mentioned  church  was  nearly  coeval  with  the 
settlement  of  the  State,  and  that  Kentucky  was  the  moth- 
er of  the  West,  it  will  be  seen  that  such  a  book  must  in- 
volve, to  no  inconsiderable  extent,  the  history  of  the 
western  countiy. 

The  stirring  nature  of  the  times,  and  the  restless  char- 
acter of  the  people,  furnish  to  the  philosophical  historian 
abundant  matter  for  reflection.  Rich  as  are  the  materi- 
als, whatever  may  be  pronounced  of  the  execution,  the 
work  is  respectfully  placed  on  the  table  of  the  New  York 
Historical  Society. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  prove  uninteresting  to  the  Society 
to  be  informed  of  an  incident  which  occurred  in  the  pre- 
paration of  this  work,  which  will  at  once  show  the  per- 
ishable nature  of  the  historian's  materials,  and  the  value 
of  such  institutions  as  are  designed  to  preserve  them  from 
destruction.  Certain  MS.  Diaries,  often  referred  to  in  the 
volume,  were  on  the  point  of  being  committed  to  the 
flames  as  waste  paper,  when  a  friend,  who  had  acciden- 
tally entered  at  the  time,  begqed  the  privilege  of  perusing 
them  before  they  were  destroyed.  Through  the  agency 
of  this  gentleman  the  author  became  acquainted  with  the 
existence  of  these  invaluable  documents,  and  with  some 
difficult}' obtained  possession  of  them.  In  looking  over 
the  contents,  which  were  seen  at  a  glance  to  be  of  great 
value,  the  following  paragraph  came  to  light.  "  The  fore- 
going short  sketches  were  written  hastily  for  private  use, 
and  should  I  die  before  1  destrov  them,  I  would  not  allow 
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my  friends  to  hand  them  about,  or  any  one  to  use  them, 
except  some  judicious  friend  might  make  an  extract  of 
those  few  particulars  which  might  be  useful  in  writing  a 
history  of  the  progress  of  religion  in  Kentucky."  This 
paragraph  the  author  triumphantly  insisted  on  as  his 
voucher  for  retaining  and  using  the  precious  manuscript, 
provided  his  venerable  friend  would  endorse  him  as  being 
the  "judicious^  person  required  in  the  diary.  So  near 
was  a  valuable  document  to  destruction,  the  loss  of  which 
would  have  been  irreparable." 

10.  From  Mr.  George  Tappen,  Dated  at  Kingston,  N. 
Y.,  3d  of  November,  submitting 

1st.  A  copy  of  "  an  agreement  made  between  Richard 
Nicolls,  Esq.,  Governor  under  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  York,  and  the  Sachems  and  People  called  Sopus 
Indians,"  dated  the  7th  October,  16155,  and  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  His  Honor 
Cadwallader  Colden,  Esquire,  Lieut.  Governor  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  to  meet 
with  some  of  the  Delaware  Indians,  as  they  had  request- 
ed, to  renew  amity  and  friendship  with  His  Majesty's 
subjects,  at  their  conferences  with  the  Indian  Chiefs  at 
Kingston,  in  1674  and  subsequent  years. 

2d.  An  original  MS.  entitled  "Recollections  of  George 
Tappen,  of  Kingston,  Esopus,  who  was  born  there  on 
the  1st  April  1771,  and  has  always  lived  there,  in  regard 
to  the  burning  of  Kingston,  and  the  causes  and  reasons 
of  the  British  for  doing  that  act." 

These  papers  of  Mr.  Tappen,  having  been  tendered  to 
the  society  upon  conditions  specified  in  his  letter,  the  mat- 
ter was,  on  motion  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  re- 
ferred to  the  Executive  Committee,  with  power. 

The  Assistant  Librarian  announced  the  additions  to  the 
Library  since  the  last  Report,  viz  ; 
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BY  DONATION. 


Letters  from  Italy;  and  the  Alps,  and  the  Rhine.  By  J.  T.  Head- 
ley.     12mo.   New  York,  1847. 

The  Sacred  Mountains,  by  J.  T.  Eleadley.  Illustrated.  12mo. 
New  York,  1817. 

Napoleon  and  his  Marshals.  By  J.  T.  Headley.  2  vols.  12mo. 
New  York,  1847. 

The  One  Progressive  Principle — an  Address  delivered  before  the 
Literary  Societies  of  the  University  of  Vermont,  August,  1846. 
By  J.  T.  Headley.  pp.  32,  8vo.  New  York,  184G.— Gift  of 
the  Author. 

Sacred  Reminiscences.  A  Sermon  delivered  Aug,  21,  1842,  in 
the  old  Swedes'  Church,  Wilmington,  Del.,  with  Historical 
Notes.  By  the  Rev.  John  VV.  McCullough,  A.  M.,  Rector  of 
Trinity  Church.  Svo,  pp.  33.  Wilmington,  1812. — Gift  of 
Rev.  T.  J.  Carter. 

Washington  and  the  Generals  of  the  American  Revolution.  Com- 
plete in  two  volumes,  with  sixteen  portraits  on  steel,  from  ori- 
ginal pictures.  2  vols.  12 mo.  Carey  and  Hart,  Philadelphia, 
1847. — Gift  of  the   Vublishers. 

Revolutionary  Services  and  Civil  Life  of  General  William  Hull, 
prepared  from  his  manuscripts  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Maria 
Campbell;  together  with  the  history  of  the  campaign  of  1812, 
and  Surrender  of  the  post  of  Detroit,  by  his  grandson,  James 
Freeman  Clarke.     Svo.     New  York,  1848. — Gift  of  the  Editor. 

Debates  and  Proceedings  in  the  New  York  State  Convention,  for 
the  Revision  of  the  Constitution.  By  S.  Croswell  and  R.  Sutton, 
reporters  for  the  Argus.  8vo.  Albany,  1846. — Gift  of  Prosper 
M.  Wetmore. 

Assembly  Document,  No.  226,  Oct.  1847.  Report  of  the  joint 
Library  Committee  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  subject  of  interna- 
tional Exchanges. — Gift  of  P.  M.  Wetmore. 

Copy  of  the  same. — Gift  of  Hon.  George  Fohom. 

Copy  of  the  same. — Gift  of  Alex.  Vattemare. 

Report  and  Resolves  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maine, 
respecting  International  Literary  Exchanges,  together  with 
Documents  relating  thereto.     1S47. — Gift  of  A.  Vattemare. 

Senate  Document,  No.  101.  April,  1847.  Annual  Report  of  the 
Regents  of  the  University. — Gift  of  P.  M.  Wetmore. 
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Memoir  on  the  Fossli  Genus  B-.sllesaurus;  with  a  notice  of  speci- 
mens iVom  the  eocene  green  sand  of  South  Carolina.  By  Robert 
W.  Gibbes,  M.  D.  4to.  13  pp.  Plates.  Philadelphia,  1347. 
Gift  of  the  Author. 

National  Government  Journal,  and  Register  of  Official  Papers. 
Vol.  1.  From  Dec.  1823  to  Dec.  1824.  Edited  by  Peter  Force. 
Gift  of  the  Edi'or. 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  for  the  year  1846. — Gift  of 
the  Commissioner. 

A  Letter  from  Sir  William  Hamilton,  Part.,  to  Augustus  de  Mor- 
gan, Esq.,  on  his  claim  to  the  independent  re-discovery  of  a  new- 
principle  in  the  theory  o^  syllogism.  8vo.  pp.44.  Edinburgh, 
1847.— Gfi  of  Archibald  Russell. 

The  American  Magazine  and  Historical  Chronicle.  Vol.  II.  For 
the  year  1745.  Boston.  Rogers  and  Fowle. — Gift  of  Rev.  E. 
F.  Hatfield. 

A  Guide  to  Devotion,  for  the  use  of  the  Blind.  By  the  Presbyterian 
Board  of  Publication.  Printed  at  the  Perkins  Institution  and 
Massachusetts  Asylum.  Boston,  IS  1<>. — Gift  of  the  Pres. 
Board  of  Publication,  by  Jos.  P.  Engle. 

A  Collection  of  pamphlet  Speeches  of  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congress,  on  public  questions — eighty-eight  in  number. — Gift 
of  J.  B.  Moore. 

Paper  on  the  Gulf  Stream  and  Currents  of  the  Sea.  Read  before 
the  National  Institute  at  its  annual  meeting,  April  2,  1844.  By 
M.  F.  Maury,  Lieut.  U.  S.  N.  Svo.  pp.  W—Gift  of  the 
Author. 

Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts. 
Printed  in  1846. — Gift  of  the  Secretary  of  Massachusetts. 

Harpers'  Illustrated  Catalogue.      1847. — Gift  of  the  Publishers. 

Observations  on  the  Aboriginal  Monuments  of  the  Mississippi  Val- 
ley ;  the  character  of  the  Ancient  Earth  Works,  and  the  Struc- 
ture, Contents,  and  purpose  of  the  Mounds  ;  with  Notices  of  the 
Minor  Remains  of  Ancient  Art.  With  Illustrations.  By  E.  G. 
Squier.     Svo,     pp.80.     New  York,  13  17.— Gift  of  the  Author. 

History  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  State  of  Kentucky:  with 
a  preliminary  Sketch  of  the  Churches  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia. 
By  Rev.  Robert  Davidson,  D.  D.  8vo.  New  York,  1847. — 
Gift  of  the  Author. 

The    Southern   and   Western    Literary    Messenger   and    Review. 
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Vol.  XJK.  N03.  1,  2,  for  IMl.—Gift  of  the  Editor,  John  R. 
Thompson,  Esq.,  Richmond. 
Mexican  Manuscripts—  being  official  papers,  containing  the  signa- 
tures of  Generals  Santa  Anna,  Gomez,  Filisola,  and  the  Secre- 
taries Rosas,  Garcia  Condi,  and  others,  distinguished  in  the 
Councils  and  Armies  of  Mexico. — Gift  cf  Capt.  Lowry,  U.  S. 
Army. 

Carte  Chorographique  des  Pays-Bas  Autrichiens  ;  par  le  Comte  de 
Ferraris.  Gravee  par  L.  A.  Dupuis.  25  feuilles.  1777. 
[Cette  Carte  est  sur  la  meme  echelle  que  la  grande  carte  de 
France  de  Cassini.] — Gift  of  Rev.  E.  F.  Half  eld. 

Wind  and  Current  Chart  o{  the  North  Atlantic,  by  M.  F.  Maury, 
A.  M.,  Lieut.  U.  S.  Navy.,  Supt.  U.  S.  N.  Observatory,  Wash- 
ington.    Sheet  No.  1. — Gfl  of  Lieut.  Maury. 

Engraved  Views: 

1.  Of  the  Swedes'  Church  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  founded  1698. 

2.  Of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  New  Castle,  Del.,  founded  1704. 
GiflofRcv.  T.  J.  Carter. 

Mexican  Musket,  from  ihe  field  of  San  Jacinto. — Gift  of  Col. 
Thomas  W.  Ward,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
Texas. 

Daguerreotype  Portrait  of  Serjeant  Uzal  Knapp,  one  of  Washing- 
ton's Life  Guards. — Gift  of  Dr.  Charles  Drake,  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 

The  Assistant  Librarian  also  reported  the  receipt,  from 
Mr.  Prosper  M.  Wetmore,  of  files  of  the  Washington  Union 
and  Albany  Argus  for  the  last  three  years,  also,  a  large 
number  of  miscellaneous  newspapers,  and  cuttings,  having 
especial  reference  to  the  existing  war  with  Mexico. 
These  papers  and  cuttings,  in  connection  with  similar 
contributions  from  different  sources,  are  intended  to  fur- 
nish the  material  for  a  contemporaneous  Newspaper 
History  of  the  Mexican  War. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  presented 
and  read  a  report  from  that  committee  upon  the  nomina- 
tions referred  to  them,  recommending  the  following 
candidates,  who  were  thereupon  elected  : 
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HONORARY  MEMBER. 
Hon.  David  L.  Swain,  Chapel  Hill,  N.  C. 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBER. 
E.  George  Squier,  Ohio. 

RESIDENT    MEMBERS. 

Daniel  C.  Eaton,  Joel  Wolfe, 

Lewis  H.  Sandford. 

Rev.  Dr.  Edward  Robinson,  from  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, read  a  report  on  the  subject  of  the  materials  for 
the  first  part  of  the  proposed  new  volume  of  Collections. 

After  some  discussion,  the  report  was  re-committed  to 
the  Executive  Committee,  for  further  examination. 

Mr.  Jay,  in  behalf  of  the  Rev.  B.  C.  C.  Parker,  pre- 
sented to  the  Societ}7,  fifty  copper  coins  of  different 
nations,  and  several  small  silver  coins  ;  one  iron  grape 
shot  and  one  musket  bullet,  from  Fort  Ticonderoga, 
N.  Y.,  dug  up  in  1547. 

Several  nominations  for  membership  were  made  and 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  Jay  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented 
to  Dr.  Charles  Drake,  of  Newburgh,  for  the  interesting 
daguerreotype  likeness  of  Sergeant  Uzal  Knapp,  with 
which  he  has  favored  us,  and  that  the  correspondence 
which  accompanies  the  donation,  be  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  B.  F.  Butler,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
solicit  from  the  members  of  the  Society  donations  of 
books  to  be  transmitted  to  the  city  of  Paris,  &c,  reported 
progress,  and  read  a  circular  in  relation  thereto,  designed 
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to  be  printed   and    forwarded  to  the  members  of  the 
Society. 

Mr.  Butler  also  stated  that  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  Mr.  Catlin's  letter  read  at  the  meeting  in  Octo- 
ber, would  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Jr.,  presented,  in  the  name  of 
the  Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  a  framed  engraving  of  the 
National  Washington  Monument,  to  be  erected  in  the 
city  of  Washington ;  and  took  occasion  to  recapitulate 
the  principal  facts  connected  with  proposed  National 
Monuments  to  Washington.  On  the  7th  of  August,  1783, 
in  the  old  Congress,  it  was  "Resolved,  unanimously, 
(ten  states  being  represented,)  that  an  equestrian  statue 
of  General  Washington  be  erected  at  the  place  where 
the  residence  of  Congress  shall  be  established."  Other 
resolutions  directed  the  statue  to  be  "of  bronze;  the 
General  to  be  represented  in  a  Roman  dress,  holding  a 
truncheon  in  his  right  hand,  and  his  head  encircled  with 
a  laurel  wreath  ;"  to  be  placed  upon  a  marble  pedestal, 
on  which  five  principal  events  of  the  war  in  which 
Washington  was  personally  present,  were  to  be  represen- 
ted, in  basso  relievo,  with  the  following  inscription,  "  The 
United  States,  in  Cojtgrcss  assembled,  ordered  this  statue  to  be 
erected  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  17S3,  in  honor  of  George. 
Washington,  the  illustrious  commander-in-chief  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  during  the  war  which  vindicated 
and  secured  their  liberty,  sovereignty  and  independence.'''' 

Wrhether  our  minister  at  the  Tuillerics,  who  was  to 
employ  "the  best  artist  in  Europe"  to  execute  this 
statue,  ever  took  any  action  in  the  matter  does  not  appear. 
But  the  commissioners  who  laid  out  the  federal  city,  set 
apart  a  piece  of  ground  for  this  monument,  and  the  subject 
of  an  appropriation  for  its  erection,  was  one  of  the  first 
things  which  came  up  for  discussion,  after  Congress 
assembled  at  the  permanent  seat  of  government.  As 
usual  in  such  debate's,  there  were  Conflicting  opinions  as 
to  what  would    form  the  most   appropriate    monument ; 
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though  all  agreed  that,  if  erected  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  in 
the  city  of  Washington.  No  decision  was  given  on  the 
question.  During  the  administration  of  Gen.  Jackson, 
Congress  resolved  that  Washington's  remains  be  trans- 
ported from  Mount  Vernon  and  placed  in  a  vault  under 
the  rotunda  of  the  capitol ;  and  that  a  statue  be  reared 
over  them,  in  the  centre  of  the  rotunda.  The  Washing- 
ton family  gave  their  consent ;  but  the  legislature  of 
Virginia  protested  against  it  and  prevented  the  removal. 
The  statue  was  afterwards  made  by  Greenough,  who 
seems  to  have  been  guided  in  his  design  by  the  description 
given  in  the  resolution  of  'S3.  It  was  found  too  large, 
however,  for  the  rotunda,  and  removed  to  the  western 
park. 

About  the  time  of  this  last  action  in  Congress  an 
association  was  formed  at  Washington,  at  the  head  of 
which  was  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  and  subsequently 
Mr.  Madison,  for  the  erection  of  a  monument,  which 
should,  by  its  colossal  magnitude  and  imposing  grandeur, 
exhibit  to  the  remotest  ages  the  gratitude  of  the  American 
people  to  the  man  whose  exalted  good  sense  and  pure 
virtue  had  so  pre-eminently  contributed  to  their  happi- 
ness. Each  subscription  was  limited  to  one  dollar,  and 
twenty-eight  thousand  dollars  were  collected  and  invested 
at  interest,  which  has  been  regularly  re-invested,  so  that 
the  fund  now  amounts  to  nearly  sixty  thousand  dollars. 
About  a  year  ago  the  Society  resolved  to  resume  its  col- 
lections, and  invited  Mr.  Whittlesey,  so  long  the  efficient 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  claims  in  Congress,  and 
auditor  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  to  become  their 
general  agent.  He  has  entered  upon  his  duties  with 
much  energy,  and  is  appointing  agents  in  all  parts  of  the 
countrv,  exercising  the  greatest  care  to  select  well-known, 
respected  and  responsible  individuals.  The  amount  of 
subscription  is  no  longer  limited,  and  the  success  of  the 
agents  who  have  been  so  far  appointed,  has  justified  his 
most  sanguine  expectations.     The  design   for  the  monu- 
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ment  now  presented  was  some  time  since  agreed  upon  ; 
though  its  size,  and  the  ornamental  details  may  hereafter 
be  modified ;  as  the  amount  of  collections,  and  public 
opinion  shall  seem  to  require.  It  is  to  be  placed  on  the 
west  end  of  the  Mall,  in  a  line  with  the  western  door  of 
the  capitol,  and  the  southern  door  of  the  President's  house, 
near  the  Potomac.  This  scheme  need  not  necessarily 
conflict  with  any  proposals  for  monuments  to  be  erected 
in  New  York  or  elsewhere,  which  shall  more  particularly 
commemorate  the  part  borne  by  this  or  that  state  in  the 
Revolution  ;  but  ;t  is  thought  that  a  National  Monument 
should  be  placed  without  the  limits  of  any  state,  on  ground 
common  to  all,  in  the  midst  of  the  great  public  buildings 
of  the  country,  and  in  the  city  which,  whether  it  remain 
the  seat  of  government  or  not,  will  always  retain  the 
sacred  association  of  having  been  founded  by  Washington, 
and,  during  his  life  time,  designated  by  Congress  for  this 
particular  purpose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benedict,  the  thanks  of  the  Society 
were  voted  to  Mr.  Whittlesey  for  his  present,  which 
was  also  directed  to  be  placed  in  the  hall  of  the  library. 

Dr.  Horace  Green,  in  behalf  of  James  Davie  Butler,  a 
corresponding  member,  presented  an  ancient  MS.  volume 
of  Sermons,  accompanied  by  a  letter  of  Mr.  Butler,  giving 
an  account  of  the  same. 

Mr.  John  Russell  Bartlett  read  a  paper,  by  the  Hon. 
Albert  Gallatin,  entitled  "  Geographical  Notices  and 
Means  of  Subsistence  of  the  Indians." 
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NOTE. 

The  resolutions  of  the  Society,  under  which  their 
heretofore  annual  bulletin  is  published  in  its  present 
monthly  form,  may  be  found  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
meeting  of  the  sixth  of  April,  18-17.  The  Executive 
Committee,  who  were  then  charged  with  the  duty  of 
carrying  the  resolutions  into  effect,  at  their  meeting  of 
the  seventh  of  April,  appointed  Mr.  George  H.  Moore, 
to  be  Editor  of  the  Bulletin. 
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0*  THE 

N  E  W  -  Y  O  R  K    H  I  S  T  O  R  !  C  A  L    S  O  C  IETY. 


The  NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  with  a  view  to  diffupe  a  knowl- 
edge of  its  proceedings  an-J  kerp  alive  an  interest  in  its  welfare,  have  provided  for 
the  publication  of  a  Monthly  3ulletin  or  Report  of  its  proceedings  ;  to  contain  : 

1.  a  succinct,  well  dici  ested  ii  eport  of  tiif.  business  proceedings  of  tiif.  society. 

2.  a  rst  hacts  of  tke  rejf0rt3  or  communications  from  the  several  officers 
of  the  Society. 

3.  Abstract  of  the  Reports  of  the  Executive  and  other  Committees  of  the 
Society. 

4.  Abstracts  of  Pafers  p.ead  before  the  Society. 

5.  A  condensed  Report  of  oral  addresses  made,  and  discussions  had,  upon  inte- 
resting topics,  before  the  Society. 

The  undersigned,  believing  thai  such  a  publication  will  possess  an  interest  for 
every  resident  and  corresponding  member  of  the  Society,  as  well  as  for  others  who 
take  an  interest  in  Historical  investigations,  has  obtained  permission  to  publish  the 
same  ;  which  he  proposes  to  do  on  the  following 
CONDITIONS : 
The  work  will  be  handsomely  printed,  in  octavo,  on  fine  paper,  and  done  up  in 
a  neat  cover.  The  number  of  pages  to  be  issued  each  month,  will  of  course  depend 
on  the  amount  and  character  of  the  business  transacted  at  each  meeting  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  will  probably  vary  from  twelve  to  thirty-two  pages. 

Each  number  will  be  ready  for  delivery  on  or  before  the  third  Saturday  of  each 
month  in  which  it  is  published  and  will  be  delivered  to  subscribers  in  the  city, 
at  their  residences,  and  forwarded  by  mail  to  others, 

At  ONE  DOLLAR  per  Annum,  payable  in  ADVANCE. 
WILLIAM  VAX  NORDEN", 

Printer,  33  William-street. 
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in  the  City  of  Annapolis,  in  the  State  of  Mar  land 
relative  to  the  dispute  between  the  govern  .■• 
New  Netherlands  (now  New  York)  a  ,d  the  L<  ■' 
Proprietary  of  Maryland,  concerning  the  title  of  the 
Dutch  to  the  Territories  on  the  Delaware,  (n  .. 
the  State  of  Delaware,)  taken  from  the  book  i  ::■ 
tied  u  Council,  fee.  H.  H.  163G  to  1668,"  &c  pa.  .  ; 
Co  umunicated  by  John  L.  Bozman,  of  Bait  more 
Des  ription  of  some  Medals  struck  in  relation  to  Im- 
portant events  in  North  America,  before  and  since 
t!ic  Declaration  of  Independence  of  the  Unit  i 
nas-        States.    By  Jam**  Mease>  ..'[.  D.  of  Philadelphia. 

i   '■  ■*.   I  VOLUMES  IV*.  AND   V. 

Nova  '  The  History  of  the  late  Province  of  New  York,  fr  >»i 
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Publications  of  the  New  York.  Historical  Society. 

COLLECTIONS, 
The  first  series  of  Collections,  consisting  of  five  volumes,  was  published  in  the  years  18<  \, 
1814,  1821, 1826,  and  1829.     The  first  volume  of. the  iccond  series  i  was  published  in  L3-il,ai  : 
a  second  volujne  is  nnv  in  the  press.     The  following  isa  general  summary  of  the  contents  eft 
the  published  volumes: 

VOLCMZ    I.  1 

The  original   Charter,  Con  si    utiom.  and  By-Laws  of 

the  New  York  Historical  S  isicty, 
A  Discourse,  designed  b 

of  Now  York,  civ! '.vert' 

ical  Society,  S*ept.  i,  I  : 
The  relation  of  John   De  '•'  rr  .:.  i  <  ■  of  the  I  ind  bi 

him  discovered,  in  the  n:  me  oi  Ins  Majestie  Franci- 

the  First,  anno  1524.     ft'n  m  Hackluyi.] 
The  Voyage  of  Henry  Hudson   towards   the    Nortl 

Pole,  anno  1607. 
A  second  voyage  of  Henry 

s;  ere  to  the  Last  Indies,  b 
The  third   voyage  of  Henry    Huds* 

Zembla,  &c.  and  along   the  coas 

decrees  ami  a  half,  and  up  the  ri 

near  to  -i'.l  degrees,  anno  b  .  •.     fJ 
An  abstract  of  the  journal  of  Hem 

discovery  of  the  northwest  pass  . 

in  the  year  16J0,  and  endi'i  »  wi'h 
A  larger  Discourse  of  the  same  Vtv 

cess  thereof,  written  b\  A        i  .  I 
Documents  relating  to  the  i    rly  his 

extracted  from  tiie  sec  »nd    olume 

terical  Collections,"  1646 — 1656. 
Laws  established    by  James,  Lake 

government  of  the  Dike's   Terril 

in  the  year  1664— (called  the  "L 

of  Laws.") 

VhLtrmi!  II. 
Discourse  delivered  be  luxe  the  \e\ 

Society,   December  6,  1810.    li1-' 

son.  M.D. 
Discourse  delivered  on  the  6th  De< 

the  Hon.  Dt:  Witt  Clin  is.  LL. 
Discourse  delivered  on  the  6th  of  De 

the  Hon.  Gocverneur  Morris. 
Discourse  delivered  on  the  iiih  ofD 

Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  M.  D. 
An  Account  of  Monsieur    De  La  Salle's   last 

tion  end  Discoveries  in  North    \tu<  -  •■   . 
An  Extract  of  a- Trans  I  itio'n    ©J  i  le  H  ■  .■  ry 

Swead    Laud,   in   America,    i  .  it*   .    in  s, 

Thomas  Campanius  H  aim,  Ui  •  ■  l  N«  n  S  . 

ai& Delaware,  and  pri  ki  ■'  n  Su  .  .  .■      ,    \ 
Catalogue  of  the  B<>  .-    I'raen    New    piper 
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PUBLISHERS  NOTICE. 


The  Bulletin  hag  now  been  published  for  one.  year,  but  so  few  subscribers 
have  been  obtained,  that  it  may  be  said  to  have  failed,  both  as  regards  its  support, 
and  the  attainment  of  its  principal  object,  which  was  to  inform  the  members 
and  especially  the  corresponding  members,  of  what  takes  place  at  the  meetings, 
with  a  view  to  excite  an  interest  therein,  and  perhaps  lead  them  to  contribute 
matter  for  the  action  of  future  meetings,  and  thus  promote  the  usefulness  and 
prosperity  of  the  Society,  and  increase  the  amount  of  its  historical  treasures. 

Though  the  benefits  of  the  undertaking  are  obvious,  the  burden  of  it  cannot 
be  borne  by  the  Society,  whose  income  it  would  be  improper  to  divert  from  other, 
and  in  some  respects,  more  important  objects.  It  must,  therefore,  be  discontinued' 
unless  a  sufficient  number  of  subscribers  can  be  obtained  to  support  it.  Under 
these  circumstances  it  has  been  determined  to  publish  it  another  year, in  a  slightly 
modified,  though  it  is  thought  no  less  useful  form,  and  to  make  an  appeal  in  its 
behalf  to  the  Members  of  the  Society,  both  Resident  and  Corresponding,  as 
well  as  to  all  who  take  an  interest  in  historical  investigations.  The  amount  re- 
quired from  each  is  so  small,  and  the  object  so  desirable,  that  the  confident  ex- 
pectation of  success  is  indulged. 

You  are  respectfully  solicited  to  send  your  subscriptions  to  the  publisher,  at 
No.  39  William  street. 

WILLIAM  VAN  NORDEN. 

New-York,  April,  1Q48. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OP   THE 

NEW  YORK   HISTORICAL    SOCIETY 


ANNUAL  MEETING,  JANUARY  4,  1848. 


The  Hon.  Luthek  Bradish,  First  Vice  President, 
in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  society  were 
read  and  approved. 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  read  a  letter 
from  Mr.  J.  G.  Schwarz,  dated  Vienna,  26  May,  1S47, 
accompanying  a  valuable  donation  of  books.  Mr. 
Schwarz  observes  that  notwithstanding  the  distance  which 
separates  America  from  Austria,  yet  at  the  time  of  the 
discovery  of  America,  it  was  brought  into  close  contact 
with  the  Spanish  Crown.  He  believes  that  in  conse- 
quence of  this  close  connection,  there  exist,  and  may  yet 
be  found  in  the  archives  of  Austria,  valuable  documents 
relating  to  the  early  history  of  America. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  read  sundry 
letters  received  by  him  since  the  last  stated  meeting. 

The  Librarian  announced  the  additions  to  the  Library 
sincu  the  last  meeting,  as  follows  : — 

BY  DONATION. 

The  Book  of  the  Chronicles  and  History,  with  figures  and  portraits, 
frdm  the  Beginning  of  the   World   to  the  present  day.     Folio* 
1494-     [Printed  in  Dutch,  black  letter.] 
vol.  vi.  2 
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Wien'fi  Eaiserliches  Seaghaus  zum  erslen  male  aus  Historisch 
Kritischerr-  Gesichtspirnkte  Betrsehtet,  flir  alterthumsfreunde 
und  wafTenkenner  bescluieben,  un<!  herausgegeben  von  Fr.  Von 
Leber.     Erster  Thetl,  mil  einem  titelbilde,  8vo.  Leipzig,    1346. 

Osterreich's  Ehrenspiegel.  fferausgegeben  von  Blasius  Hofel,  Peter 
Ritter  von  Bohr  und  Alois  Reitze,  Erster  Band.  4to.  Wien, 
1836. 

Die  Ritterburgen  Rauheneck,  Scharfeneek  und  Rauhenstein. 
Mit  geschichtiiohen  andeutungen  iiber  die  Vemgerichte  und 
Turniere  nerausgegeben  von  Fr.  Von  Leber.  Mit  zehn  Stein- 
tafeln.  Der  vol'.e  Reinertrag  ist  Badens  Kinderbewahr-anstalt 
Bestimmt.     8vo.  Wien,    1841. 

Wien  seine  Gescbichte  und  seine  Denkwurdigkeiten.  9  vols. 
8vo.  Wien,  1823— 1825.— Gift  of  John  G.  Schwarz,  of  Vienna, 
Austria. 

The  Greek  Testament,  with  English  Notes,  Critical,  Philological, 
and  Exegetical,  Maps,  Indexes,  &c.  By  Rev.  J.  A.  Spencer, 
A.  M.  12mo.  Harper  &  Brothers,  New  York,  1847. — Gift 
of  the  Author. 

History  of  the  Reformation  in  England.  By  Rev.  J.  A.  Spencer,. 
A.  M.  18mo.  Stanford  &  Swords,  New  York,  1846.— Gift  of 
the  Author. 

An  Historical  Sketch  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York.  By  the  Rev. 
William  Berrian,  I).  D.,  the  Rector  of  the  same.  8vo.  Stanford 
&  Swords,  New  York,  1847. — Gift  of  Trinity  Church. 

The  Psalms  of  David,  with  the  Ten  Commandments,  Creed,  Lord's 
Prayer,  &c,  in  Metre.  Also,  the  Catechism,  Confession  of 
Faith,  Liturgy,  &c.  Translated  from  the  Dutch,  for  the  use  of 
the  Reformed  Protestant  Hutch  Church  of  the  City  of  New 
York.  12mo.  James  Parker,  New  York,  1767.— Gift  of  Rev. 
Edwin  F.  Hatfield. 

Guenon's  Treatise  on  Milch  Cows,  with  Remarks  and  Observa- 
tions on  the  Cow  and  the  Dairy.  By  John  S.  Skinner.  8vo. 
New  York,  1846.— Gift  of  Greeley  <$•  McElrath. 

Outlines  of  General  History,  in  the  form  of  Question  and  Answer  : 
designed  as  the  foundation  and  the  review  of  a  course  of  Histori- 
cal Reading.  By  Richard  Green  Parker,  A.  M  12mo.  Har- 
per &  Brothers,  New  York,  18  IS. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

The  Laws,    Reports,  and   Legislative  Documents  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  in  thirty-seven  volumes,  to  wit: — 
The  Revised  Statutes  of  1338,  8vo. 
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Revised  Statutes  of  1840,     8vo. 

Session   Laws  of  the  State,   for  the   years   1831,  1832,   1833, 

1831,  1835,  183(3,  1841,  1842,  1844,   1845,  1846,  &  1847. 
Douglass'  Michigan  Reports,  Vol.  I. 
Walker's  Chancery  Reports. 
Harrington's  Chancery  Reports. 
,  Journals  of  the  Legislative  Council  for  1827,  1831,  1832,  1833, 

1834. 
Executive  Journals  for  1835,  1836,  1837,  &  1844. 
Journals  of  the   Senate   and  House,  and   Legislative  Documents 

for  1837,  1839, 1840,  1841, 1842,  1843, 1844,  1845, 1846,  and 

1847. 

Sheet  Maps  of  the  Counties  of  Lenawee,  Jackson,  Calhoun,  and 
Washtenaw,  in  the  State  of  Michigan. — Gift  of  the  Slate  of 
Michigan. 

Topographical  Map  of  Massachusetts,  compiled  from  Astronomical, 
Trigonometrical,  and  various  local  surveys,  made  by  order  of 
the  Legislature.  Simeon  Borden,  Superintendent.  Boston, 
1844.  With  the  Geological  Map  of  the  State,  made  by  order  of 
the  Legislature.  By  Edward  Hitchcock,  1844. — Gift  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts. 

A  package  of  Manuscripts,  of  a  miscellaneous  character,  bearing 
dates  from  1709  to  1737,  being  a  part  of  the  papers  of  Major 
Epenetus  Piatt,  of  Huntington,  L.  I.,  who  was  somewhat  dis- 
tinguished as  a  member  of  the  Provincial  Assembly. — Gift  of 
Mrs.  Eliza  P.  Piatt  Rogers,  widow  of  James  Rogers. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  made  a 
report  on  the  nominations  referred  to  that  Committee, 
recommending  the  following  candidates,  who  were  there- 
upon fleeted  : 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

Isaac  Q.  Leake,  Reading,  Steuben  Co.,  N.  Y. 

John  R.  Thompson,  Richmond,  Va., 

Horace  Binney,  Jun.,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Rev.  A.  Cleveland  Cox,  Hartford,  Conn. 


8  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

A.  B.  Morell,  Mobile,  Ala. 

E.  F.  Campbell,  Savannah,  Geo. 

Dr.  Charles  Dkake,  Newburgh,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

Stephen  P.  Nash,  Edwin  Harwood, 

Daniel  Morton,  Theodore  Bailey  Myers, 

Alfred  G.  Jones,  Herman  C.  Adams, 

Samuel  H.  Dix-->>:s  Leonard  W.  Goddard, 

Francis  H.  Sal -us,  Samuel  B.  Jones, 

James  Suydam,  J.  Prescott  Hall, 
Samuel  H.  C<>x,  D.  D.,      Robert  S.  Luqueer, 

James  B.  Wilson,  John  G.  Day, 

William  K.  Strong,  J.  Salisbury  Breese. 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  then  presented 
and  read  his  annual  report,  as  follows  : — 

The  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  New  York 
Historical  Society,  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report. 

As  the  duties  of  this  office  are  confined  to  a  correspon- 
dence with  foreign  countries,  the  labors  of  the  Secretary 
are  necessarily  limited.  As  usual,  copies  of  the  Bulle- 
tin of  the  Society  have  been  transmitted  to  the  societies 
in  France  and  England,  with  which  we  have  had  com- 
munication heretoiore,  as  well  as  to  men  of  leaminp-  whose 

o 

names  are  enrolled  in  the  society's  list  of  members. 
These  publications  tend  to  make  the  society  known  in 
foreign  countries,  and,  in  a  few  instances  have  resulted 
to  its  advantage  by  returns  of  valuable  books.  These 
books  have  be^n  presented  from  time  to  time  by  the 
Librarian,  and  acknowledgments  of  the  same  made  by 
the  Secretary. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  presented  and 
read  his  annual  report,  which  follows:— *■ 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  'respectfully 
reports — 
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That  a  particular  abstract  of  the  Home  Correspondence 
of  the  society  since  the  date  of  his  last  report,  including 
at  length  all  letters  of  importance,  has  been  regularly  pub- 
lished in  the  monthly  Bulletin  of  the  society.  He  there- 
fore omits  his  usual  custom  of  appending  the  same  to  his 
report. 

During  the  last  3Tear  sixty-three  gentlemen  have  been 
elected  corresponding  members  of  the  society,  resident  in 
the  various  states  o{  the  Union — from  nearly  all  of 
whom  have  been  received  letters  of  acknowledgment,  and 
from  some  of  them,  valuable  contributions  to  the  library 
and  cabinet  of  the  society.  An  acknowledgment  of 
their  gifts  will  appear  in  the  report  of  the  Librarian. 

To  the  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  was  some 
time  since  referred  the  subject  of  a  grant  from  the  several 
states  of  the  Union,  of  their  executive  and  legislative 
documents.  In  the  endeavor  to  accomplish  an  end  so 
desirable  as  the  collection  in  our  hall,  of  a  uniform  and 
complete  series  of  the  governmental  documents  of  all  the 
states  composing  our  confederacy,  valuable  aid  has 
occasionally  been  derived  from  some  of  the  historical 
societies  with  which  we  are  in  correspondence,  and 
which,  when  applied  to,  have  cheerfully  lent  their  in- 
fluence in  this  behalf.  The  difficulties  of  procuring,  on 
the  part  of  so  many  distinct  legislatures,  already  huithen- 
ed  with  business  of  their  own,  and  distracted  with  ques- 
tions of  personal  interest  and  political  importance,  the 
passage  of  a  special  act  conferring  upon  an  historical  as- 
sociation at  a  distance,  favors  and  rights  possessed  by  few 
within  their  own  borders,  were  so  great  as  to  have  induced 
many  to  regard  the  scheme  of  the  society  as  hopeless — 
but  each  year  adds  to  the  number  of  the  States  which  have 
already  granted  the  prayer  of  our  memorial,  and  secured 
to  us  by  act  of  the  legislature,  a  series  as  complete  as 
possible,  of  their  past  legislation,  and  all  their  future  pub- 
lications, executive,  legislative  and  judicial. 

In  his  past  annual  report,  the  Secretary  announced  that 
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his  Excellency  Governor  Fetch,  of  Michigan,  now  a 
member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  on  his  induc- 
tion into  the  executive  office,  found  among  the  papers  on 
file  the  memorial  of  our  societ  y,  and  immediately  laid  it 
before  the  legislature  and  recommended  the  passage  of 
an  act  in  accoidance  with  its  prayer,  which  was  promptly 
acceded  to. 

The  volumes  thus  granted,  thirty-seven  in  number, 
have  within  the  last  month  been  received  and  form  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  series  already  on  our  shelves. 

The  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  during  the  last  year,  at 
the  instance  of  the  historical  society  of  that  state,  have 
passed  an  act  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  forward 
to  each  state  historical  society,  that  shall  desire  the 
same,  a  copy  of  the  acts,  journals,  and  public  documents 
published  by  the  authority  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
the  books  intended  for  this  society  are  presently  expected. 

The  states  that  have  thus  far  complied  with  our  re- 
quest, and  whose  documents  we  are  entitled  regularly  to 
receive,  are,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
Kentucky,  Michigan  and  Indiana.  The  documents 
from  the  last  state  are  believed  to  be  now  on  their  way. 

The  Historical  Societies  with  which  we  are  in  corres- 
pondence have  continued  during  the  last  year,  as  will  ap- 
pear from  the  report  of  the  Librarian,  the  usual  inter- 
change of  publications. 

The  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  the  earliest  and 
most  steadily  efficient  in  the  United  States,  are  about 
publishing  their  30th  volume  of  collections. 

It  is  understood  to  be  printed,  and  only  waits  for  the 
index  that  accompanies  every  series. 

The  Vermont  Historical  and  Antiquarian  Society,  it  is 
understood,  has  a  volume  of  revolutionary  and  other  pa- 
pers of  historical  interest,  ready  for  the  press,  under  the 
supervision  of  Henry  Stevens,  Esquire,  their  President, 
to  whose  exertions  the  society  owes  its  existence,  and 
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who,,  with  praiseworthy  industry  has  devoted  several 
years  to  the  investigation  of  the  history  of  Vermont,  and 
the  recovery  of  its  scattered  memorials. 

The  Historical  Society  of  New  Hampshire  has  publish- 
ed no  volume  since  1S37 ;  but  the  live  volumes  issued  by 
that  society,  are  of  a  value  which  induces  the  hope  that 
further  contributions  will  soon  be  made  by  them  to  the 
historical  literature  of  the  country. 

The  Maine  Historical  Society,  founded  in  1822,  has, 
during  the  last  year  published  their  second  volume  of  col- 
lections, embracing  a  discourse  delivered  before  them, 
by  the  Hon.  George  Folsom,  the  former  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  this  society,  and  several  ancient  and  very 
rare  pamphlets  relating  to  the  history  of  that  state. 

The  Historical  Society  of  New  Jersey  have  furnished 
their  second  volume  of  collections,  containing  an  original 
Memoir  of  William  Alexander,  Earl  of  Stirling,  with 
selections  from  his  correspondence,  by  his  grandson, 
William  A.  Duer, — a  work  which  was  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  society  when  first  received,  and  of  which 
the  chief  materials  were  gathered  from  our  archives. 

The  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society  have  continued 
during  the  last  year  their  occasional  Bulletins,  with 
sketches  of  theirproceedings,  andoccasional  revolutionary 
documents  of  much  value.  Large  additions  have  been 
recently  made  to  their  collections  of  MSS.  and  they  have 
appropriated  some  moneys  to  obtain  copies  of  state  pa- 
pers now  in  England,  and  propose  memorializing  the 
legislature  in  respect  to  the  publication  of  documents  in. 
the  state  archives. 

The  Historical  Society  of  Maryland  have  not  only 
rivalled  their  sister  associations  in  the  energy  and  activity 
they  have  exhibited  in  gathering  together  the  materials 
for  the  history  of  their  state,  but  also,  in  their  care  to  pre- 
serve these  materials  when  gathered,  from  all  hazard  of 
destruction.  From  a  recent  report  of  their  proceedings, 
it  appears  that  their  library  embraces  one  thousand  and 
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two  hundred  volumes,  with  many  valuable  pamphlets, 
maps,  and  portraits,  and  during  the  last  year,  a  sufficient 
sum  was  contributed  for  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the 
joint  occupation  of  the  society  and  the  Baltimore  Libra- 
ry Company;  and  the  President,  with  reason,  congratula- 
ted the  members  upon  being  under  their  own  roof,  with 
ample  security  for  even  the  most  precious  MSS.,  books, 
portraits,  or  productions  of  the  fine  art3. 

The  Kentucky  Historical  Society,  is  also  in  a  prosper- 
our  condition  ;  holding  its  regular  meetings  in  the  city  of 
Louisville,  with  about  forty  active  members,  and  one  hun- 
dred honorary  members. 

The  Historical  Society  of  Virginia,  the  revival  of  which 
was  mentioned  in  the  last  annual  report,  has  b^en  effi- 
ciently organized  under  the  presidency  of  the  Hon.  W. 
C.  Rives,  and  promises  to  be  a  most  useful  co-adjutor  in 
illustrating  the  history  of  our  country. 

During  the  last  month,  the  Secretary  has  been  advised 
of  the  organization  of  an  Historical  Society  in  Louisiana, 
by  the  Corresponding  Secretar}' of  that  institution,  and  an 
interchange  of  documents  requested. 

Among  the  new  serinl  publications  of  an  historical 
character,  is  the  New  England  Historical  and  Genealo- 
gical Register,  published  quarterly,  under  the  direction 
of  the  New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Society, 
which  promises  to  collect  and  preserve  numerous  materi- 
als, invaluable  to  our  historiographers,  and  tending  to 
awaken  among  classes  not  hitherto  reached  by  historical 
societies,  the   spirit  of  antiquarian  research. 

The  Librarian  then  presented  his  annual  report,  as 
follows : 

The  previous  reports  made  to  the  Society  have  detail- 
ed, so  much  at  length,  the  condition  of  the  several  depart- 
ments of  the  library  and  collections,  and  their  wants,  that 
it  will  be  sufficient,  in  this  place,  briefly  to  review  the 
transactions  of  the  last  year. 
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During  that  period  the  additions  have  been  gratifying 
both  in  number  and  value,  and  much  has  been  done 
towards  rendering  available  what  we  already  possessed. 
A  catalogue  of  the  additions  has  been  already  published 
in  the  Bulletin. 

In  April  last,  a  subscription  of  one  thousand  dollars 
was  authorized  for  the  benefit  of  the  library,  which  has 
been  collected  and  applied  partly  to  the  expenses  of  cat- 
aloguing and  indexing  the  manuscripts,  and  partly  to  the 
binding  of  a  large  quantity  of  newspapers  in  possession 
of  the  society. 

Of  these  last,  there  have  been  bound  about  four  hun- 
dred volumes,  which  are  now  open  to  use  and  arranged 
in  a  room  specially  devoted  to  that  purpose.  Many  of 
these  constitute  of  themselves  important  files,  while  others 
served  more  or  less  to  complete  those  already  upon  our 
shelves. 

The  whole  collection  now  extends  to  over  one  thousand 
volumes,  excluding  duplicates,  of  which  there  are  also  a 
large  number.  Its  extent  and  importance  cannot  fail  to 
have  been  noticed  by  the  members.  In  its  present  form, 
it  is  indeed  one  of  the  most  valuable  collections  in  the 
country.  . 

Upon  the  regular  extension  of  this  department  of  the 
library,  as  a  source  of  history,  too  great  attention  cannot  be 
bestowed.  The  Society  should  possess  complete  sets  of 
the  leading  newspapers  throughout  the  country,  particu- 
larly of  the  official  papers  both  of  the  general  and  state 
governments. 

The  Librarian  would  suggest  in  this  connection,  to 
members,  the  service  that  they  would  render  by  preserv- 
ing certain  of  their  files,  and  even  such  odd  volumes  as 
may  fall  into  their  hands.  The  value  of  papers  appa- 
rently unimportant  in  themselves,  is  often  considerable, 
in  the  completion  of  sets.  There  is  one  class  in  particu- 
lar of  great  value,  of  which  little  is  generally  thought 
beyond  the  day;  it  is  the  Prices  Current.     The  statist! 

VOL.  VI.  3 
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cal  information  of  trade  and  commerce  contained  in  these 
publications,  well  deserves  preservation  in  a  city  of  mer- 
chants. 

The  catalogue  has  during  this  year  been  extended  to 
the  manuscripts  and  maps,  and  will,  as  soon  as  time  al- 
lows, be  completed  in  reference  to  all  other  objects.  The 
total  number  of  maps  of  all  kinds  in  possession  of  the 
society,  amounts,  it  may  be  mentioned,  to  one  thousand 
and  five  hundred.  This  class  of  objects  likewise  deserves 
continued  attention.  Every  map  relating  to  any  section 
of  the  country,  however  defective  it  may  be,  is  of  value 
in  tracing  the  history  of  geographical  knowledge,  or  of 
the  variation  in  civil  divisions. 

The  catalogue  of  manuscripts  shows  a  total  number  of 
fourteen  thousand  distinct  letters  or  other  documents, 
besides  about  one  hundred  manuscript  books  or  vol- 
umes. Of  the  former  class  the  MSS.  of  General 
Gates  are  the  most  numerous.  They  contain  about  six 
thousand  papers,  and,  as  relates  to  the  history  of  the 
American  Revolution,  are  of  immense  value.  The  next 
largest  collection  is  the  Steuben,  numbering  some  three 
thousand,  and  in  the  Stirling  papers,  there  are  about  two 
thousand. 

During  the  examination  of  the  MSS.  it  was  found  that  in 
the  original  arrangement,  many  of  the  first  importance 
had  been  left  out  or  neglected,  and  many  instances  were 
found  of  papers  misplaced.  A  new  arrangement  of 
these  therefore  became  indispensable  to  their  easy  use, 
as  well  as  safety,  and  a  separate  subscription  was  author- 
ized for  that  purpose. 

Under  this  appropriation  a  commencement  has  already 
been  made  by  re-arranging  and  binding  the  papers  of 
Lord  Stirling,  in  five  folio  volumes.  The  papers  of  Mr. 
Osgood,  presented  by  Mr.  Field,  have  also  been  bound  in 
one  volume.  These  are  this  evening  upon  the  table.  It 
is  intended  as  fast  as  the  subscription  warrants,  to  ex- 
tend the  re-binding  to  all  the  other  manuscripts,  and  in  the 
same  style. 
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The  catalogue,  which  has  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Jacob 
B.  Moore,  presents  notonJy  a  list  of  all  these  papers,  but 
an  index  to  their  contents,  similar  to  that  contained  in 
Mr.  Force's  National  Archives,  and  followed  by  Mr. 
Brodhead,  in  his  report  to  the  state, 

Besides  these*  there  have  also  been  arranged  and 
bound  three  folio  volumes  of  what  are  ordinarily  termed 
*'  Broadsides,"  consisting  of  proclamations,  hand-bills,  and 
posters.  Trivial  as  these  may  seem  at  first  sight,  an  ex- 
amination of  the  volumes  will  satisfy  any  one  of  the  real 
intrinsic  value  even  of  such  materials.  The}'  contain  in 
fact  much  of  the  most  curious  history  of  the  colony  and  of 
the  revolution. 

To  one  other  subject  the  Librarian  would  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  the  society.  Directions  were  given  at  a  former 
meeting  to  the  Executive  Committee  to  prepare  for  publi- 
cation previous  to  the  annual  meeting  in  each  year,  a 
volume  of  collections.  As  the  society  are  aware,  a  list  of 
documents  from  which  selections  might  be  made,  was  at 
a  previous  meeting  reported  to  the  society,  and  by  them 
recommitted  with  power.  At  the  earliest  possible  moment 
the  publication  will  be  commenced. 

In  conclusion,  the  Librarian  cannot  take  leave  of  the 
society  without  acknowledging  the  uniform  care  and  at 
tention  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  had  the  actual  charge 
of  the  library  during  the  six  years,  in  which  he  has  held 
the  titular  office*  Mr.  George  II.  Moore,  who  has  held 
the  office  of  Assistant  Librarian  until  the  last  summer,  at 
that  time  resigned,  and  his  father,  Mr.  Jacod  B.  Moore, 
was  induced  to  accept  it.  To  them  the  society  is  under 
great  obligations  for  the  creditable  condition  which  the 
library  has  assumed,  and  the  great  amount  of  labor 
which  has  been  bestowed  in  obtaining  it. 

The  Treasurer,  (Professor  Mason.)  presented  and  read 
his  annual  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  finances  of 
the  Society  ;  from  which  it  appeared  that  he  was  in  ad- 
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vance,  on  account  of  the  society,  in  the  sum  of  eight  hun 
dred  dollars.  His  report  stales,  however,  that  if  the  out- 
standing dues  from  the  members  shall  be  collected,  there 
will  be  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  Society.  His  report 
further  states,  thai  the  amounts,  collected  at  various  times 
for  the  benefit  oft.be  Library,  have  been  appropriated  to 
the  objects  specified,  and  the  accounts  of  the  expenditure 
accompany  the  report. 

Gen.  Prosper  M.  Wetmore,  Chairman  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  then  presented  and  read  the  annual  re- 
port of  that  Committee,  which  follows  : 

Historical  Rooms,  January  4th,  1S4S. 

In  conformity  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Society, 
the  Executive  Committee  have  the  honor  to  submit  their 
Annual  Report. 

The  bulletin  published  from  time  to  time  has  made 
the  members  acquainted  with  the  details  of  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  stated  meetings.  That  form  of  publication 
has  been  adopted  in  preference  to  the  mode  formerly 
pursued,  of  condensing  the  reports  in  an  annual  com- 
munication. The  committee  do  not  doubt  that  this 
change  has  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  members, 
and  it  is  only  to  be  regretted,  that  they  have  not  more  gen- 
erally provided  themselves  with  copies  of  the  bulletin  for 
preservation. 

The  year  which  terminates  to  night,  has  been  fruitful 
in  results  of  interest  to  the  Society.  The  library  and 
collections  have  been  increased  by  the  addition  of  many 
printed  books  of  value,  and  a  large  number  of  useful 
maps  and  documents. 

The  laborious  task  of  arranging,  collating  and  comple- 
ting, as  far  as  possible,  the  files  of  newspapers,  so  long 
inaccessible  for  use,  has  been  successfully  accomplished, 
and  our  shelves  now  present  one  of  the  best  collections  of 
bound  newspapers,  comprising  more  than  eleven  hundred 
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volumes,  possessed  by  any  society  in  the  country.  This 
portion  of  the  library  is  already  of  great  value,  and  no 
opportunity  should  be  allowed  to  pass  unimproved  to 
render  it  still  more  perfect. 

A  portion  of  the  manuscripts  relating  to  the  revolution 
had  been  heretofore  very  imperfectly  arranged,  and  it  was 
determined  by  the  Committee  some  months  since,  to  have 
the  whole  collection  carefully  examined.  Many  of  the 
volumes  have  been  taken  to  piece*,  and  re-constructed  in 
a  mamier'which  does  infinite  credit  to  the  efficient  officers 
by  whom  the  labor  has  been  performed.  The  binding  of 
the  Stirling  and  Osgood  papers  is  finished,  and  the  other 
series  of  similar  documents  will  receive  immediate  at- 
tention. 

A  collection  of  rare  and  curious  hand-bills,  proclama- 
tions, and  other  publications  of  interest,  during  and  ante- 
rior to  the  revolution,  has  been  completed,  and  the 
volumes  are  carefully  bound.  This  work  forms  an 
important  addition  to  the  library,  under  the  title  of 
Broad-Sides. 

The  indexes  to  the  volumes  of  MSS.  are  in  progress, 
and  a  perfect  catalogue  of  this  part  of  the  collection  has 
been  completed.  The  catalogue  of  maps  just  finished 
comprises  in  number  more  than  fifteen  hundred,  besides 
many  bound  in  the  Atlas  form. 

Another  interesting  work  has  recently  been  commen- 
ced and  will  be  steadily  pursued.  Through  the  active 
exertions  of  two  members  of  the  Committee,  a  large  num- 
ber of  daily  newspapers,  extending  back  for  the  period 
of  two  years,  has  been  obtained,  from  which  are  to  be 
cut  the  letters,  official  documents  and  statements,  rela- 
ting to  the  war  in  Mexico.  These  cuttings  will  be  care- 
fully collated  and  inserted  in  volumes,  and  will  thus  form 
a  perfect  contemporaneous  account  of  all  the  events  of 
the  war.  Authentic  materials  will  thereby  be  provided 
for  a  future  history  of  the  most  brilliant  series  of  milita- 
ry actions  to  be  found  in  the  annals  of  this  or  any  other 
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country.  A  faithful  record  will  thus  be  secured  of  tne 
skill,  bravery,  and  devotion  of  those  gallant  men  who 
have  added  fresh  brilliancy  to  our  national  fame,  from 
the  pens  of  those  who  witnessed  and  participated  in  the 
glorious  deeds  they  describe.  It  is  believed  that  no  work 
of  a  character  similar  to  this  exists,  in  reference  to  any 
portion  of  our  history,  and  the  committee  have  determined 
that  it  shall  be  rendered  as  perfect  as  possible. 

For  a  more  particular  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
library  and  collections,  the  Committee  refer  to  the  report 
of  the  librarian,  and  commend  the  suggestions  of  that  ofc 
ficer  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  society. 

It  has  been  customary  to  present  in  the  Annual  Report, 
a  review  of  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  finances  of 
the  Society.  This  information  has  been  given  in  the 
statement  exhibited  by  the  Treasurer  this  evening. 

As  nearly  as  an  estimate  can  be  formed  from  the  data 
in  possession  of  the  Committee,  the  income  from  mem- 
bers is  about  $2,500,  and  the  current  expenses  are  about 
$2000.  There  are  demands  upon  the  treasury  unan- 
swered, but  from  the  statement  of  the  Treasurer  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  when  the  collections  for  the  dues  of 
members,  now  considerably  in  arrear,  are  completed,  suf- 
ficient will  be  realized  to  discharge  all  existing  obliga- 
tions. 

A  subscription  was  made  during  the  year,  to  be  devoted 
principally  to  arranging  and  binding  the  newspapers,  and 
generally  for  the  benetit  of  the  library.  Through  the 
active  exertions  of  Mr.  William  Chauncey  this  subscrip- 
tion was  filled,  and  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  was 
raised  and  appropriated,  for  the  object  indicated.  The 
names  of  the  generous  donors  were  published  in  the 
monthly  bulletin  for  April  last. 

A  further  subscription  was  subsequently  commenced  to 
raise  the  necessary  funds  to  complete  the  arrangement  of 
the  documents  relating  to  the  revolution,  upon  the  plan 
adopted  with  those  of  Lord  Stirling  and  Samuel  Osgood* 
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On  this  list  three  donations  of  fifty  dollars  each  have 
been  entered,  and  thanks  therefor  are  due  to  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen : 

Samuel  J.  Beebee, 

Townsend  Harris, 

George  Folsom. 
•  It  is  very  much  to  be  desired  that  this  amount  should  be 
increased  to  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  which  will 
enable  the  librarian  to  complete  this  portion  of  his  labors. 
The  interest  which  has  been  so  generally  manifested 
by  the  members  in  the  prosperity  of  the  society,  has  not 
been  without  its  influence  on  the  enlightened  portion  of 
the  community.  During  the  year  the  following  increase 
has  been  made  to  our  numbers : 

Honorary  members,         ...  5 

Corresponding  do.  ...  65 

Resident  do.  ...  98 

Total 168 

The  stated  meetings  continue  to  be  well  attended,  and 
are  a  popular  and  useful  medium  of  intercourse  among 
the  members,  affording  opportunity  for  social  converse, 
kindly  interchange  of  friendship  and  agreeable  toil  in  the 
search  for  historic  truth.  These  councils  enjoyed  together 
for  years  by  the  enthusiastic,  the  studious  and  the  learned, 
will  not  easily  be  forgotten  by  those  who  have  been  per- 
mitted to  share  in  them. 

It  may  not  be  unprofitable  nor  uninteresting,  on  the 
recurrence  of  another  annual  meeting,  to  glance  at  the 
origin,  progress  and  condition  of  the  society.  Founded 
by  a  number  of  distinguished  and  public  spirited  citizens 
on  the  20th  November,  1S04,  it  immediately  became  the 
centre  of  a  strong  local  attraction.  Most  of  the  eminent 
men  of  our  state  have  at  different  periods  spared  some  of 
that  time  which  they  devoted  to  human  advancement,  to 
the  meetings  and  proceedings  of  the  society.     However 
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wide  their  sphere  or  elevated  their  position,  they  have 
been  ready  to  give  to  this  repository  of  the  past,  some 
precious  memorials,  some  bright  and  sparkling  testimo- 
nials of  their  love  of  country,  and  their  desire  to  collect 
and  preserve  the  materials  for  its  history. 

Of  the  original  founders,  who  assembled  at  the  picture 
room,  in  the  City  Hall,  forty- three  years  ago,  but  one  sur- 
vives, the  venerable  Dr.  Samuel  Miller,  now  of  Princeton, 
New  Jersey.  The  zeal  of  this  excellent  friend  of  histo- 
rical research  continues  unabated  even  at  his  advanced 
age.  He  has  quite  recently  been  one  of  the  active  found- 
ers of  a  kindred  society  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey  ;  a 
society  which  has  already  given  abundant  evidence  of 
the  intelligence  and  ability  with  which  its  members  enter 
upon  their  task  of  usefulness. 

Of  two  hundred  and  nineteen  of  our  resident  and 
honorary  members,  elected  prior  to  1814,  only  forty-four 
are  now  among  the  living.  ■ 

Of  the  nine  distinguished  citizens  who  have  presided 
over  the  institution,  our  venerable  President  alone  sur- 
vives. The  names  of  his  deceased  predecessors  cannot 
be  mentioned  without  awakening  emotions  of  pride  in 
the  members  of  a  body  thus  honored  in  the  illustrious 
character  of  its  officers.  Egbert  Benson,  Gouverneur 
Morris,  De  Witt  Clinton,  David  Hosack,  James  Kent, 
Morgan  Lewis,  Peter  G.  Stuyvesant,  Peter  Augustus  Jay, 
and  Albert  Gallatin,  have  successively  filled  the  chair  of 
President  of  this  society. 

The  nucleus  of  a  library  was  formed  in  1807,  by  the 
purchase  of  the  collection  of  John  Pintard,  increased  by 
numerous  valuable  donations  of  books  from  the  members. 
Mr.  Pintard  was  one  of  the  most  active  of  the  founders  of 
the  society,  and  continued  to  evince  an  interest  in  its  pros- 
perity to  the  close  of  his  long  and  eventful  life.  He  filled 
for  many  years  the  office  of  secretary  with  great  fidelity 
and  advantage  to  the  Society. 

In  1S09,  the  Academy  of  Arts,  then  a  popular  and 
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flourishing  institution,  occupying  the  edifice  known  as  the 
Government  House,  at  the  Bowling  Green,  invited  the 
Society  to  occupy  a  vacant  room  in  that  building,  and  the 
library  was  accordingly  there  established. 

In  1S16,  on  the  sale  of  the  Government  House,  the 
Corporation  of  the  city  provided  accommodations  for  this 
and  other  public  bodies,  in  the  building  then  called  the 
"New  York  Institution,"  in  the  rear  of  the  new  City  Hall. 

In  1832,  the  Library  and  collections  were  removed  to  a 
new  hall  in  Remsen's  building,  at  the  corner  of  Broadway 
and  Chambers  street,  from  whence,  in  1S37,  they  were 
again  removed  to  the  building  on  Broadway,  known  as 
the  Stuyvesant  Institute.  In  1S41,  upon  the  change  of 
proprietorship  in  that  building,  it  became  necessary  to 
secure  other,  and  if  possible  more  permanent  accommo- 
dations, and  an  arrangement  was  effected  with  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  University,  by  which  the  rooms  since 
occupied  by  the  society  were  secured  for  a  term  of  years. 

The  collection  thus  begun  forty  years  ago,  notwith- 
standing the  inconveniences  and  discouragements,  as 
"vrell  as  the  inevitable  losses  attending  frequent  removals, 
has  grown  to  be  one  of  great  interest  and  importance — 
equal  in  value,  if  not  in  extent,  to  that  possessed  by  any 
similar  institution  in  the  country.  Instead  of  a  few 
shelves  in  the  "  City  Library,"  or  a  small  room  in  the 
"Government  House,"  our  Library  now  occupies  a  large 
space,  and,  increasing  steadily  from  }rear  to  year,  will 
ere  long  require,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  find,  more 
ample  accommodations  than  are  now  provided. 

In  looking  back  at  the  origin  of  the  Society,  and  tra- 
cing its  progress  through  nearly  half  of  a  century,  how 
much  may  be  found  of  interest  to  the  philanthropist,  how 
much  to  call  up  feelings  of  grateful  recollection!  Forty- 
three  years  ago  that  small  band  of  patriotic  citizens  who 
founded  the  institution,  with  all  their  wise  prescience, 
could  scarcely  have  foreseen  the  results  of  the  labor  they 
then  commenced.     Some  of  them  lived  to  see  it  pass 
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safely  through  many  perils,  and  attain  a  distinguished 
place  among  the  literary  institutions  of  the  country.  The 
sole  survivor  remains  to  stimulate  our  exertions  by  the 
example  of  a  life  of  usefulness  and  honor.  May  we  not 
hope  that  the  talents,  scholarship  and  devotion  of  other 
days  still  live  among  us,  and  that  their  influences  will  be 
seen  and  felt  in  the  future  progress  of  the  society.     . 

The  advantages  resulting  from  the  study  of  history  and 
the  collection  of  historical  records,  cannot  be  too  strongly 
urged  on  the  attention  of  the  members  of  this  society.  In 
order  that  history  may  be  written  with  truth,  authentic 
materials  must  be  provided.  No  generation  comprises 
within  its  own  knowledge  and  experience,  all  that  is  ne- 
cessary to  secure  the  integrity  of  its  annals.  It  must  rely 
upon  records,  it  must  examine  and  compare  opinions,  it 
must  study  the  events  of  the  past.  It  must  have  the 
means  of  investigation  and  analysis  at  hand.  Collections 
like  this  by  which  we  are  surrounded,  and  which  are  de- 
signed to  preserve  the  memories  of  other  days,  will  be 
deemed  of  inestimable  value  by  generations  which  are  to 
come  after  us.  Such  works  are  a  blessing  to  mankind, 
since  they  furnish  men  with  a  true  standard  of  character, 
excite  them  to  a  noble  emulation,  keep  alive  the  stimulus 
of  honorable  example  and  prevent  that  lapse  of  national 
reputation  which  would  be  unavoidable  without  the  in- 
citement and  influence  of  great  names  and  noble  deeds. 

History,  we  are  told,  is  philosophy  teaching  by  exam- 
ple, and  the  examples  we  have  here  been  able  to  illus- 
trate by  the  preservation  of  memorials  of  the  past,  have 
been  enduring  and  effulgent.  From  many  a  dark  cham- 
ber have  we  rescued  the  records  of  those  glorious  days 
when  our  fathers  intent  on  liberty  and  the  happiness  of 
man,  were  engaged  in  "  enterprises  of  great  pith  and  mo- 
ment," enterprises  that  shamed  the  laggards  of  former 
times  and  threw  far  into  the  future  a  brightness  to  be- 
come at  once  the  light  and  the  test  of  patriotism. 

If  the  State  of  New  York  has  been  in  any  one  respect 
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more  than  another  elevated  in  her  literary  position,  and 
sustained  in  her  career  of  honor;  it  has  been  by  the  light 
which  this  Society  has  thrown  upon  her  early  history  and 
the  illustrious  men  of  her  early  days. 

In  the  time  of  the  colonies,  during  the  revolution,  and 
since  the  formation  of  the  federal  constitution,  the  states- 
men, lawyers,  soldiers,  men  of  genius,  and  patriotic  citi- 
zens who  have  conferred  honor  arid  fame  on  our  state, 
have  neither  been  few  in  number,  nor  undistinguished 
among  their  illustrious  contemporaries. 

The  volumes  of  our  printed  collections  bear  testimony 
to  the  faithfulness  of  this  society  to  the  objects  for  which 
it  was  founded,  in  the  chaplets  with  which  it  has  adorned 
the  monuments  of  departed  worth  and  greatness. 

But  the  proper  limits  of  an  annual  report  forbid  the 
further  discussion  of  these  topics,  interesting  as  they  must 
be  to  all  who  feel  a  regard  for  the  character  and  desire  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  Society. 

It  is  the  appropriate  though  melancholy  duty  of  the 
Committee  to  notice  the  departure  of  those  of  our  associ- 
ates whose  labors  have  been  brought  to  a  close  by  death 
during  the  year.  The  good  which  they  have  accom- 
plished in  the  cause  which  engages  our  attention,  will  live 
in  our  records,  and  it  is  fitting  that  a  tribute  of  respect  to 
their  memories  should  there  be  found. 

In  commenting  on  our  recent  bereavements,  the  voice 
of  eulogy  will  not  fail  to  do  justice  to  the  memory  of  Peter 
Gerard  Stuyvesant,  the  last  but  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Society,  for  several  years  its  President,  and  always  its 
judicious  and  earnest  friend.  The  tidings  of  his  death, 
unexpected  and  calamitous,  fell  with  a  startling  sudden- 
ness upon  those  who  had  so  short  a  time  before  met  him 
in  the  fulness  of  health,  in  the  active  discharge  of  his  du- 
ties on  this  floor.  The  name  of  a  gallant  and  illustrious 
ancestor,  who  in  the  provincial  times  was  distinguished 
for  the  qualities  that  adorn  the  soldier,  the  statesman,  and 
the  patriot,  descended  to  one  who  bore  it  through  life 
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with  unspotted  honor.  A  good  and  upright  man  has  de- 
parted from  our  midst.  The  society  has  lost  an  early  and 
constant  friend. 

Among  the  painful  duties  to  be  discharged  on  this  oc- 
casion, it  will  devolve  upon  some  of  the  members  present 
to  notice  the  decease  of  several  of  the  honorary  members 
of  the  society,  men  eminently  distinguished  in  their  public 
career,  and  whose  names  bad  become  during  their  life 
time  the  property  of  history. 

Of  one  it  may  indeed  be  said,  that  jurisprudence  has 
lost  its  brightest  ornament;  that  our  society  mourns  one 
of  its  most  enlightened  benefactors.  He  has  fallen  under 
the  stroke  of  death  full  of  years  and  full  of  honors.  A  life 
of  spotless  purity,  a  mind  of  acute  powers,  a  fame  of  un- 
sullied brightness,  a  death  tranquil  and  happy,  point  out 
to  us  the  advantages  of  virtue  and  exertion,  the  useful- 
ness of  judicial  and  literary  pursuits,  and  will  forever  hal- 
low the  memory  of  James  Kent. 

In  mentioning  the  decease  of  Silas  Wright,  "  clarum  et 
venerabile  nomen"  it  can  scarcely  be  expected  that  this 
passing  tribute  will  do  more  than  bring  to  the  recollection 
of  the  Society  the  great  loss  it  has  sustained.  Illustrious 
for  his  virtues,  eminent  and  faithful  in  every  public  trust, 
beloved  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  he  was  stricken  down 
in  the  day  of  his  strength,  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness, 
and  in  his  grave  lie  buried  the  hopes  of  millions  of  his 
countrymen. 

The  departure  of  Timothy  Pitkin,  leaves  another  void 
among  the  eminent  names  on  our  roll.  His  valuable 
services  to  the  country  have  given  him  a  prominent  place 
in  the  early  pages  of  her  history.  His  admirable  statisti- 
cal productions  have  long  been  regarded  by  historians 
and  statesmen  as  models  and  authorities.  His  latter 
days  were  passed  in  retirement,  and  he  leaves  behind 
him  the  reputation  of  a  patriot,  a  faithful  public  servant 
and  a  just  man. 

In  the  death  of  John  Davis,  of  Boston,  the  cause  of 
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historical  and  antiquarian  research  has  lost  an  earnest 
and  constant  friend.  Mr.  Davis  was  extensively  known 
as  a  learned  antiquary,  the  annotator  of  Morton,  and  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

Our  obituary  catalogue  contains  also  the  names  of 
Silas  Wood,  the  historian  of  Long  Island,  and  William 
Smith,  of  Quebec,  son  of  the  historian  of  New  York,  both 
of  the  class  of  honorary  members,  and  both  of  them  esti- 
mable in  their  public  and  private  character.  They  will 
be  remembered  for  their  services  in  the  cause  of  historical 
literature. 

George  H.  Colton,  a  resident  member,  died  in  the 
month  of  December  last.  His  contributions  to  history 
were  in  the  form  of  lectures  on  the  manners  and  customs 
of  the  North  American  Indians,  which  he  delivered  in 
the  principal  cities  of  the  union.  He  was  the  author  of 
a  poem,  Tecumseh,  which  obtained  considerable  celebrity. 
He  was  more  generally  known  as  the  editor  of  the 
American  Review. 

In  terminating  their  labors  and  surrendering  their  trust 
into  the  hands  of  the  Society,  the  committee  would  but 
imperfectly  discharge  their  duty  if  they  failed  again  to 
present  and  urge  upon  the  members  the  importance  of 
securing,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  a  safe  deposi- 
tory for  the  property  of  the  society.  The  collections  by 
which  we  are  surrounded  are  truly  priceless.  If  by  any 
disaster  they  should  be  destroyed,  we  might  lament  over 
a  loss  greater  than  that  of  the  destruction  of  the  library 
of  Alexandria,  a  loss  which  no  advance  in  science  or  the 
arts  could  possibly  repair.  Our  books  and  manuscripts 
are  not  of  an  age  of  uncertainty,  doubt  and  speculation, 
of  gigantic  edifices  reared  for  objects  without  conclusions, 
but  of  an  age  which  witnessed  the  prowess  and  the  pro- 
gress of  intellectual,  moral  and  religious  liberty,  the  en  | 
franchisement  of  a  great  People,  and  the  founding  of  a 
mighty  Empire. 

To  preserve  inviolable  these  documents,  more  precious 
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than  all  the  books  of  the  Sybil,  we  must  place  them  be- 
yond the  reach  of  danger.  We  require,  and  we  must 
have,  a  building  secure  against  conflagration,  where  may 
be  disposed  for  convenient  reference  and  examination,  our 
books,  our  maps,  our  documents  and  pictures,  and  where 
future  generations  may  find  them  intact  and  unharmed. 
By  this  course  alone  can  we  discharge  ourselves  faithfully 
of  the  trust  committed  to  us. 

A  large  and  influential  committee  was  constituted  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  to  whom  was  confided  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  great  work  of  public  utility.  No  report  has 
yet  been  received  from  that  committee,  but  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  their  influence  and  their  public  spirit  will 
be  earnestly  exerted  to  ensure  success  to  so  commendable 
an  undertaking. 

There  is  wealth  enough,  there  is  patriotism  enough  in 
the  city  of  our  pride,  to  accomplish  this  desirable  object, 
this  indispensable  duty.  Energetic  measures  should  be 
taken  at  once  to  remove  the  stigma  which  has  so  long 
rested  upon  us,  of  exposing  these  invaluable  collections  to 
destruction  by  fire.  When  shall  this  reproach  be  re- 
moved? When  will  the  public  spirit  of  New  York  emu- 
late that  of  other  cities,  in  providing  suitable  depositories 
for  the  records  of  history  ?  Let  it  become  the  sacred  duty, 
the  grateful  privilege  of  the  members  of  this  society  to 
furnish  a  prompt  and  patriotic  response. 

Upon  concluding  the  reading  of  this  report,  Gen.  Wet- 
more  said : 

Mr,  President, — Five  years  have  elapsed  since  the  So- 
ciety determined  upon  the  re-organization  of  a  standing 
committee  for  the  management  of  its  executive  business. 
A  similar  body  had  iormerly  existed,  but  for  a  number  of 
years  previously  had  been  discontinued.  In  forming  the 
Committee,  the  venerable  President  did  me  the  honor  to 
appoint  me  its  Chairman,   and  I  have  continued,  with 


NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY.  27 

whatever  of* zeal  and  ability  I  possess,  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  office  to  the  present  time. 

I  am  proud  and  happy  in  being  able  to  say,  that  during 
this  period  the  Society  has  become  established  in  the 
public  favor,  and  has  largely  extended  its  sphere  of  use- 
fulness. 

The  termination  of  an  intercourse  so  agreeable  and  in- 
structive as  that  which  grows  out  of  duties  like  these, 
cannot  but  'be  the  occasion  of  regret.  It  is  impossible 
that  any  frequent  attendant  upon  our  meetings,  can  avoid 
partaking  of  the  spirit  which  dwells  within  these  walls. 
Around  us,  on  every  side,  are  evidences  of  what  has  been 
done  to  preserve  our  historical  fame,  to  raise  from  obliv- 
ion many  illustrious  memories,  and  many  glorious  deeds. 

Grateful  as  these  associations  have  been  to  me,  the 
pressing  nature  of  other  avocations  admonishes  me  that 
they  must  terminate.  In  surrendering  the  trust  confided 
to  me,  I  must  be  permitted  to  return  my  cordial  thanks 
to  the  members  of  the  Committee  for  their  zealous  assis- 
tance in  the  discharge  of  duties  alike  laborious  and  re- 
sponsible  ;  and  my  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  So 
ciety  for  its  long  continued  and  generous  confidence. 

With  unabated  zeal  for  the  cause  in  which  the  Society 
is  engaged,  I  now  respectfully  tender  my  resignation  as 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Professor  M'Vickar,  in  some  remarks  highly  compli- 
mentary to  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
earnestly  opposed  his  resignation,  and  moved  that  the 
same  be  laid  upon  the  table ;  which  motion  being  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Hone  and  Mr.  W.  Chauncey,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  William  Chauncey,  from  the  committee  appointed 
at  the  meeting  held  the  1st  of  June  last,  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  funds  to  erect  a  fire  proof  building  for  the  col- 
lections of  the  Society,  stated  that  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  Stuyvesant,  its  chairman,  the  committee  had 
not  taken  action  on  the  subject ;  that  it  was  the  intention, 
however,  of  the  committee  to  do  so  at  an  early  period. 
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Whereupon  it  was  ordered  by  the  Society,  that  the  com- 
mittee be  continued  with  its  original  powers. 

Mr.  Gibbs,  the  Librarian,  and  Mr.  Jay,  the  Domestic 
Corresponding  Secretary,  severally  announced  their  de- 
termination to  decline  a  re-election. 

The  Society  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year,  whon  the  following  gentlemen  were 
declared  to  be  unanimously  elected  : — 

Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  LL.  D.,  President 

Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice  President. 

Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.  D.,  Second  Vice  Presi- 
dent, 

John  Russell  Bartlett,  Foreign  Corresponding 
Secretary. 

James  W.  Beekman,  Domestic  Correspondmg  Secretary. 

Andrew  Warner,  Recording  Secretary. 

William  Chauncey,  Treasurer. 

Jacob  Bailey  Moore,  Librarian. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz  : 

Prosper  M.  Wetmore, 
Erastus  C.  Benedict, 
Edward  Robinson,  D.  D. 
Frederick  De  Peyster, 
Augustus  Schell, 
George  Gibbs, 
John  Jay. 

A  committee  was  then  appointed  to  audit  the  accounts 
of  the  Treasurer  for  the  last  two  years,  consisting  of  the 
following  gentlemen,  viz  : 

Joseph  Fowler, 
Charles  II.  Russell, 
John  P.  Crosby. 
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The  presiding  officer,  Mr.  Bkadisk,  then  rose  and 
said  : — 

Fellow  Members, — Again  I  have  to  call  the  society  to  the 
performance  of  a  melancholy,  but  in  many  respects,  grate- 
ful duty.  Short  as  has  been  the  period  since  we  last  met, 
it  has  been  marked  by  an  event  which  has  shrouded  the 
community  in  gloom,  and  filled  the  hearts  of  all  with 
grief.  The  ordinary  Great  live  and  die,  and  their  mem- 
ories, in  "the  arrowy  flight  of  time,'5  pass  away  and  are 
gone.  The  ephemeral  records  of  their  lives  and  their 
deeds  are  mere  footprints  in  sand  on  the  shores  of  time. 
The  ever  returning  flood  rolls  over  them,  and  leaves  no 
trace  behind. 

Not  so  the  master  spirits  of  an  age.  They  so  stamp  the 
impress  of  their  minds  and  character  upon  its  annals,  that 
no  current  of  time  can  wear  them  out,  or  sensibly  impair 
their  distinctness.  They  erect  monuments  and  leave  be- 
hind them  lights,  which  mark  their  passage  across  the 
age,  and  which  serve  to  instruct  and  guide  those  who 
come  after  them. 

Such,  in  the  current  of  time,  although  often  at  long  in- 
tervals, are  those  master-minds  which,  as  lights  along  the 
track  of  ages,  have  served  to  enlighten  and  elevate  man, 
to  adorn  his  history,  and  in  a  great  degree  determine  his 
character  and  his  destiny.  Such  have  been  the  distin- 
guished names  which,  as  bright  and  beacon  points,  stand 
out  in  bold  and  beautiful  relief,  on  the  chart  of  man's  his- 
tory.    And  such  emphatically  was  our  own  James  Kent* 

At  the  close  of  a  long  and  beautifully  ordered  life,  he 
has  recently,  in  the  Providence  of  God,  been  taken  from 
our  midst.  But  although  removed  from  our  personal  ob- 
servation and  intercourse,  yet  the  iniiuence  of  his  beauti- 
ful life,  his  character,  and  his  example,  still  remains  to  us 
as  an  invaluable  heritage.  Although  personally  gone 
from  among  us,  yet  his  memory  and  his  works  shall  live 
to  instruct  and  influence,  while  the  language  in  which 
they  are  embodied  and  which  they  adorn,  shall  continue 
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to  be  the  record  and  the  medium  of  human  thought ;  or 
while  those  great  principles  of  right  which  he  labored  so 
successfully  to  elucidate  and  establish,  and  that  civiliza- 
tion which  he  contributed  so  essentially  to  advance,  shall 
endure. 

The  veneration  in  which  I  hold  the  character  and  tal- 
ents of  this  eminently  great  and  good  man,  would  restrain 
me  from  any  attempted  description  of  them,  even  if  such 
attempt  were  otherwise  proper  in  me  at  this  time  and 
from  this  place.  They  are  both  among  the  garnered  trea- 
sures of  the  country;  have  contributed  to  elevate  its  na- 
tional character ;  and  have  added  to  the  value  of  each 
individual  citizen's  birthright. 

The  Future,  as  the  Present,  will  do  them  both  justice. 
The  name  of  Kent  is  emphatically  a  name  of  History. 
His  life  and  his  death  will  stand  prominently  forth  on  the 
enduring  records  of  his  age.  It  is  right  and  fitting,  there- 
fore, that  a  Society,  whose  appropriate  office  it  is  to  gather 
up  the  fleeting  occurrences  of  time,  and  preserve  them  as 
elements  of  future  history,  should  suitably  notice  both. 
But  this  society  has,  in  the  relation  which  existed  be- 
tween it  and  the  distinguished  deceased,  a  nearer  motive 
for  noticing  in  a  proper  manner,  his  life,  his  character, 
and  his  death.  In  addition  to  the  deep  sympathies  which 
on  this  occasion  she  shares  in  common  with  the  public, 
this  society,  in  the  death  of  James  Kent,  mourns  the  loss 
of  one  of  her  earliest  and  most  distinguished  members, 
and  for  four  years  her  President.  It  is  peculiarly  fitting 
and  proper,  therefore,  that  she  should  notice,  in  a  partic- 
ular manner,  an  event  which  has  thus  deprived  her  of  a 
venerated  member  and  officer,  the  Republic  of  a  most 
distinguished  citizen,  Humanity  of  a  brilliant  ornament, 
and  the  world  of  a  benefactor. 

Forbearing  then  all  further  remark,  and  with  this  simple 
announcement,  I  would  invoke,  on  this  occasion,  such  ac- 
tion as  may  become  its  subject,  and  the  character  of  this 
Society. 
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Mr.  Charles  King,  after  some  remarks  upon  the  char- 
acter and  eminent  public  services  of  the  late  Chancellor 
Kent,  submitted  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  James  Kent,  for  many- 
successive  years  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this 
State,  and  subsequently  Chancellor  thereof — who  was  a 
member,  and  for  four  years,  from  1S2S  to  1S82,  Presi- 
dent of  this  Society, — the  New  York  Historical  Society, 
in  common  with  this  State,  and  with  the  whole  nation, 
has  sustained  an  irreparable  loss. 

Resolved,  That  while  it  more  appropriately  belongs  to 
the  profession  which  he  adorned,  and  to  the  country 
which  he  loved  and  served,  to  commemorate  the  lucid 
order  and  comprehensive  grasp  of  his  invaluable  judicial 
labors ;  the  classic  finish  which  impart3  to  his  immortal 
"Commentaries,"  such  rare  literary  attraction;  and 
above  all  the  beauty,  simplicity,  and  purity  of  his  daily 
life — it  is  the  special  duty  and  melancholy  satisfaction 
of  this  society,  in  deploring  the  loss  of  such  an  associate, 
to  bear  record  that  here  too  were  deeply  felt  the  influence 
of  the  mind,  the  virtues,  and  the  character  of  James 
Kent — and  that  here  too  he  leaves  memorials  of  that  de- 
votion to  all  good  studies  and  pursuits,  which  tend  at 
once  to  illustrate  our  history  in  the  past,  and  to  render  it 
worthy  of  emulation  in  the  future. 

Resolved,  That  in  placing  among  the  honored  names  of 
our  departed  Presidents,  that  of  James  Kent,  we  add  to 
a  roll  already  illustrious,  a  name  second  to  none  other  on 
it  in  all  the  qualities  which  constitute  the  Christian,  the 
upright  man,  the  profound  jurist,  the  ripe  scholar,  the  in- 
structive teacher,  the  true  hearted  patriot,  the  lamented 
associate  and  friend. 

TheHon.  David  B.  Ogden  rose  and  addressed  the  soci- 
ety in  an  eloquent  and  impressive  eulogy  upon  the  charac- 
ter of  Chancellor  Kent — his  great  capacity  and  integrity 
as  a  judge,  his  profound  acquirements  as  a  scholar,  his 
unwavering  love  of  country,  and  the  high  moral  qualitie3 
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in  social  and  private  life,  which  characterized  him  as  the 
Christian  and  the  friend. 

Mr.  Ogden  was  followed  by  Mr.  Philip  Hone,  the  Hon. 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Rev.  Dr.  McVickar,  Rev.  Mr.  Hatfield, 
and  Mr.  J.  P.  Simpson,  in  remarks  upon  the  character 
of  the  illustrious  deceased;  when  the  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hallett,  it  was  ordered,  that  a  copy 
of  the  resolutions  just  adopted  should  be  furnished  to  the 
family  of  the  deceased. 

The  following  resolutions,  offered  by  Mr.  Gibbs,  were 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  proposals  of  Messrs.  Bartlett  &  Wel- 
ford,  for  the  regularpublication  and  sale  of  the  Collections 
of  the  society,  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee, 
with  power. 

Resolved j  That  the  duty  of  procuring  from  the  different 
states  of  the  Union,  their  public  documents,  be  transferred 
from  the  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary,  to  the 
Librarian. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Oris  wold  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  severally  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary 
communicate  to  the  family*  of  the  honorable  Timothy 
Pitkix,  the  sympathy  and  condolence  of  this  society, 
with  them  in  their  bereavement,  and  the  expression  of 
its  respect  for  his  memory  and  his  character. 

Resolved,  That  the  society  has  heard  with  regret  of 
the  death  of  William  Smith,  of  Canada,  an  honorary- 
member,  the  third  of  his  family  whose  lives  have  been 
connected  with  our  history,  and  who,  though  expatriated 
since  the  revolution,  never  justly  forfeited  the  respect  of 
the  citizens  of  the  state  whose  colonial  annals  they  adorn- 
ed and  illustrated.  ' 

Resolved,  That  the  society  has  heard  with  regret  of  the 
death  of  George  H.  Coltox,  a  member  of  this  society, 
a  young  gentleman  of  highly  cultivated  taste,  of  great 
personal  worth,  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  the  editor 
of  a  prominent  periodical  in  our  city. 
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The  Rev.  Thomas  De    Witt,  D.  D.,   Second    Vice 
President,  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary,  announced 
the  reception,  since  the  last  meeting,  of  communications 
from  Rev.  A.  Cleveland  Coxe,  oi'Hartiord,  Conn*;  Horace 
Binney,  Jr.  Esq.,  Philadelphia  ;  A.  13.  Morrcll,  of  Mobile, 
Ala.;  John  R.  Thompson,  Esq.,  oi'  Richmond,  Ya.,  en- 
closing autographs  of  George  Wythe,  a  signer  of  the  De- 
claration of  Independence,  and  of  Gen.  Weedon,  of  re- 
volutionary memory;  from  Rev.  Samuel  II.  Cox,  D.  D., 
of  Brooklyn;  and  from  W.  A.  Whitehead,  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  commu- 
nicating the  thanks  of  that  Society  for  permitting  copies 
to  be  taken  of  the  Stirling  Papers,  in  possession  of  this 
Society. 

The  Librarian  announced  the  additions  to  the  Library, 
since  the  last  meeting,  as  follows  : — 

BY  DONATION. 

Forty-Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the 
State  of  New  York,     1S43. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  City  of  New  York,  of  tha 

Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New 

York,  for  the  years  1845  and  1846. 
Rules  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  U.  S.,  for  the  Southern  District 

of  New  York,  second  circuit.     New  York,  1838. 
Rules  and  Orders  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  County  of 

Queens,  adopted  24  June,  1840.     Jamaica,  1840. 
Rules  of  Practice  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

New  York,  1843. 
Rules  and  Orders  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  for  the  City  and 

County  of  New  Yrork.     New  York,  1840. 
Rules  and  Orders  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New  York, 

1837,  and  1845. 
Rules  of  the  Superior  Court  for  the  Southern  Judicial  District  of 

Florida — in  admiralty.     New  York,  1840. 
The  Fire  Laws  of  the  City  of  New  York,   the  Fire  Limits,  the 

Builder's  Lien  Law  of  1830  and  1844,  with  the  amendments  of 

1845.     New  York,  1845. 
The  Road  Act.     The  Statutes  of  New  York,  in  relation  to  High- 

ways,  Bridges  and   Ferries,  with  Commentaries  ;  also  an  Ap- 
pendix, containing  all  the  forms  and  precedents  to  be  read  under 

said  statutes.     By  a  Counsellor  at  Law.     Rochester,  1845. 
Rules   and    Regulations    in    Bankruptcy,  adopted   by  the  Circuit 

and  District  Courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  Southern  District 

of  New  York.     New  York,  1842. 
An  Alphabetical  List  of  Applicants  for  the  benefit  of  the  Bankrupt 

Act,  passed  Aug.  19,  1341,  within  the  Southern  District  of  New 

York.     New  York,  1843. 
Field,  David  Dudley.     What  shall  be  done  with  the  Practice  of 

the  Courts  ?     Shall  it  be  wholly  reformed  ?     Questions  address- 
ed to  Lawyers.     New  York,  1S47. 
Gallatin,  Albert.     Peace  with  Mexico.     Washington,  1846. 
[Callender,  James  Thompson. j     The  Prospect  before  us.     Vol.  I. 

and  Part  I.  of  Vol.  II;     Richmond,   1800. 
Hull,  William.     Memoirs  of  the  Campaign  of  the  North  Western 

Army  of  the  United  States,  A.  D.  1812.     Boston,  1824. 
Congressional  Directory,  1st  Session,  28th  Congress.    Washington, 

1844. 
The  U.  S.  Almanack,  or  Complete  Ephemeris,  for  1843.     Phila- 

delphia,  1843. 
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[Kennedy,  John  P.]     Defence  of  the  Whigs.     By  a  Member  of  the 

,    27th  Congress.     New  York,   1844. 

Collection  of  Speeches  in  Congress,  1842 — 1846,  on  the  public 
questions  of  the  day — 65  in  number. 

[Giddings,  J.  R.]  Pacificus  ;  or  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the 
several  States  in  regard  to  Slavery. 

The  Creole  Case,  and  Mr.  Webster's  Despatch  ;  with  the  Comments 
of  the  New  York  American.     New  York,  1842. 

Phillips,  Stephen  C.  An  Address  on  the  Annexation  of  Texas,  and 
the  aspect  of  Slavery  in  the  United  States,  in  connection  the  re- 
with.     Delivered  in  Boston,  Nov.  14  &  IS,  1845.  Boston,  1845. 

A  Tract  for  the  Day.  How  to  conquer  Texas,  before  Texas  con- 
quers  us.     Boston,  1845. 

Palfrey,  John  G.  Papers  on  the  Slave  Power,  first  published  in 
the  "Boston  Whig."     8vo.     Boston. 

Clay,  Cassius  M.  Address  to  the  People  of  Kentucky.  Lexing- 
ton, 1845. 

Tappan,  Lewis.  Address  to  the  Non  Slaveholders  of  the  South,  on 
the  Social  and  Political  Evils  of  Slavery.     New  York,  1843. 

Remarks  on  the  Currency  of  the  United  States,  and  present  state 
and  future  prospects  of  the  Country.  By  Publius.  1840.  Also, 
Additional  Remarks  on  the  Currency  of  the  United  States.  By 
Publius.     New  York.     1841. 

Lord,  Eleazar.  On  Credit,  Currency  and  Banking.  3d  edition, 
12mo.     New  York,  1834. 

Letter  to  the  Members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  State  Debt.     By  Publius.     Phil.,  1844. 

Speed,  J.  J.  Letter  to  a  Landholder  of  Maryland,  on  the  subject 
of  Repudiation.     Baltimore,  1842. 

Political  System :  or  Politics  scientifically  discussed.  By  Unus. 
Flushing,  1843. 

The  Crisis,  and  the  Remedy.     By  Publius.     New  York,  1842. 

Plan  of  a  Currency  Agent,  intended  to  obviate  the  honest  objections 
of  all  parties,  and  to  meet  the  views  of  moderate  men  of  both 
parties.     1843. 

Sumner,  Charles.  The  Grandeur  of  Nations:  an  Oration  deliv- 
ered before  the  Authorities  of  the  City  of  Boston,  July  4,  1845. 
Boston,  1845. 

Bethune,  George  W.  The  Eloquence  of  the  Pulpit,  with  Illustra- 
tions from  St.  Paul.     An  Oration  before  the  Porter  Rhetorical 
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Society  of  th?  Theolrg'cal  Seminary,  at  Andover,  Mass.,  1842. 
Andover,  1842. 

Moulton,  Joseph  W.  New  York,  170  years  ago,  with  a  View,  and 
Explanatory  Notes.     New  York,  1843. 

Lewis,  Tayler.  A  Discourse  f  n  the  True  Idea  of  the  State  as  a 
Religious  Institution,  together  with  the  Family  and  the  Church, 
ordained  of  God,  delivered  Sept.  5,  1*4.^,  before  the  Porter  Rhet- 
orical Society  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  Andover,  Mass. 
Andover,  1843. 

A  Brief  Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Public  Services  of  William  Henry 
Harrison.     New  York,  1835. 

Quincy,  Josiah.  The  Memory  of  the  late  James  Grahame,  the 
Historian  of  the  United  St  ttes,  vindicated  from  the  charges  of 
"detraction"  and  "calumny"  preferred  against  him  by  Mr. 
George  Bancroft,  and  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Bancroft  towards  that 
historian  stated  and  exposed.     Boston,  1846. 

Emerson,  G.  An  Address  delivered  at  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery,  on 
the  Completion  of  a  Monument  erected  to  the  Memory  of  Thomas 
Godfrey.     June  1,  1843.     Phil.,  1843. 

Hazard,  Rowland  G.  Essay  on  the  Philosophical  Character  of 
Channing.     Boston,  1845. 

Smith,  Hugh.  The  Theory  and  Regulation  of  Public  Sentiment. 
An  Address  delivered  before  the  Alumni  of  Columbia  College, 
Oct.  5,  184*2.     New  York,  1642. 

Bellows,  Henry  W.  Discourse  occasioned  by  the  Death  of  Wil- 
liam Ellery  Channing,  D.  D.,  pronounced  before  the  Unitarian 
Societies  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn.  Oct.  13,  1842.  New 
York,  1842. 

Wood,  John.  A  correct  statement  of  the  various  sources  from 
which  the  Plistory  of  the  Administration  of  John  Adams  was 
compiled,  and  the  motives  for  its  suppression,  by  Col.  Burr; 
with  some  observations  on  A  Narrative,  by  a  citizen  of  New- 
York.     2d  edition,  corrected  with  notes.     New  York,  1802. 

Putnam,  George.  An  Oration  delivered  at  Cambridge,  before  the 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society,  in  Harvard  University,  Aug.  29, 1844. 
Boston,  1844. 

Remarks  upon  an  Oration  delivered  at  Cambridge,  by  George  Put- 
nam, before  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society,  in  Harvard  University, 
Aug.  29,  1S44,  by  a  Member  of  the  Suffolk  Bar.     Boston,  1»44. 

R-eflections  on  the  Conservative  Elements  of  the  American  Repub- 
lic    By  a  Lady.     Chillicothe,  1842. 
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Inquiries  respecting  the   History,  Present  Condition,  and  Future 

•  Prospects  of  the  Indian  Tribes  of  the  United  States.  (School- 
scraft's  Circular.     4to.) 

Reed,  William  B.     A  Letter  on  American  History.     Phil.,  1847. 

Woodruff,  George  C.  History  of  the  Town  of  Litchfield,  Conn. 
Litchfield,  1845. 

Potter,' Elisha  R.  Considerations  on  the  Questions  of  the  Adop- 
tion of  a  Constitution  and  Extension  of  Suffrage  in  Rhode  Island. 
Boston,  1842. 

A  Statement  of  the  Frauds  on  the  Elective  Franchise  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  in  the  fall  of  183S,  and  the  spring  of  1S39.  By 
James  B.  Glentworth.     New  York,  1841. 

Mackenzie,  William  L.  The  Life  and  Times  of  Martin  Van  Bu- 
ren,  with  the  Correspondence  of  his  Friends,  Family  and  Pupils. 
Boston,  1846. 

Frauds  on  the  Naturalization  Laws. 

The  Pope  and  the  Presbyterians.  A  Review  of  the  warning  of 
Jefferson,  respecting  the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  to  our  Civil 
and  Religious  Liberties  from  Presbyterianism.  By  an  Ameri- 
can citizen.     Phil.,  1845. 

Shepard,  Charles  U.  Geology  of  Upper  Illinois.  [From  Journal 
of  Science  and  Arts,  No.  1,  Vol.  34.] 

Francis,  John  W.  A  Discourse  delivered  upon  the  opening  of  the 
New  Hall  of  the  New  York  Lyceum  of  Natural  History.  New 
York,  1841. 

Bryan,  John  A.  Letter  on  the  Union  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
Oceans,  at  or  near  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.     1845. 

Gibbs,  Oliver  Wolcott.  An  Inaugural  Dissertation  on  a  Natural 
System  of  Chemical  Classification.     Princeton,  1345. 

Smith,  John  Augustine.  The  Mutations  of  the  Earth  ;  or  an  out- 
line of  the  more  remarkable  physical  changes,  of  which  in  the 
progress  of  time,  this  Earth  has  been  the  subject  and  the  theatre  ; 
including  an  Examination  into  the  Scientific  errors  of  the  author 
of  "the  Vestiges  of  Creation  ;"  being  the  Anniversary  Discourse 
for  1846,  before  the  New  York  Lyceum  of  Natural  History. 
New  York,  1846. 

Genealogical  and  Biographical  Account  of  the  Family  of  Drake, 
in  America,  with  some  notices  of  the  antiquities  connected  with 
the  early  times  of  persons  of  the  name  in  New  England.  12mo. 
Boston,  1845. 
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Benson,  Egbert.  Memoir  read  before  the  Historical  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  31  December,  1816.  8vo.    New  York,  1817. 

Rains,  George  W.  Practical  Observations  on  the  generation  of 
Statical  Electricity  by  the  Electrical  Machine.  New  Haven, 
1845. 

Sargent,  John  O.  A  Lecture  on  the  late  improvements  in  Steam 
Navigation  and  the  Arts  of  Naval  Warfare,  with  a  brief  notice 
of  Ericsson's  Caloric  Engine;  delivered  before  the  Boston  Ly- 
ceum.    New  York.     IS  11. 

Schuyler,  George  L.  Letter  to  the  Hon.  W.  Gwin,  concerning 
the  steam  ship  Kamschatka.  New  York,  18-I3.  The  preceding, 
pamphlets,  (Gi  in  nvmlcr.)  the  Gift  of  George  Gills, 

The  Journals  and  Documents  of  the  Second  Session  of  the  Twenty- 
Ninth  Congress.  10  vols.  Also,  Vol.  III.  Reports  of  Commit- 
tees, First  Session,  29th  Congress,  (completing  set  for  that  Ses- 
sion.)— Gift  of  Congress,  received  through  Frederick  De  Peyster, 
Esq. 

Laws  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  for  1S45,  134G,  andlS47;  Docu- 
ments for  1815;  Documentary  Journals  for  1S44-1SI7 ;  and 
Owen's  Geological  Report,  tor  1830.  S  vols. — Gift  of  the  State 
of  Indiana. 

Proceedings  of  the  Public  Demonstration  of  Sympathy  with  Pope 
Pius  IX.  and  with  Italy,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  Monday, 
Nov.  29,  Is  17.     New  York,  1347. — Gift  of  John  C.  Devereux. 

Hoffman,  C.  F.  The  Pioneers  of  New  York.  An  Anniversary 
Discourse  delivered  before  the  St.  Nicholas  Society  of  Mahattan, 
Dec.  6,  1847.     New  York,  18  IS, — Gift  of  the  Author. 

Dillingham,  William  II.  An  Oration  delivered  before  the  Society 
of  the  Sons  of  New  England  of  Philadelphia,  Dec.  22,  1847. 
Phila.  1847*— Gift  of  the  Author. 

Report  of  the  Joint  Library  Committee  of  the  Legislature  of  New 
York,  on  the  subject  of  International  Exchanges,  1S47.  [Re- 
vised Edition.] — Gift  of  Vrosper  M.  Wctmore. 

Dix,  Miss  D.  L.  Memorial  soliciting  enlarged  and  improved  ac- 
commodations for  the  Insane  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  by  the 
establishment  of  a  new  hospital.  Nashville,  1847. — Gift  of  the 
Author. 

Life  of  Jeremy  Belknap,  D.  D.,  the  Historian  of  New  Hampshire. 
With  selections  from  his  correspondence  and  other  writings. 
Collected  and  arranged  by  his  grand-daughter.  .Jfew  York, 
1847. — Gift  of  the  Rev.  liufus  W.  Griswold. 
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Porter,  William  S.  Historical  Notices  of  Connecticut,  published 
under  the  patronage  of  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society.  Nos. 
1  and  2.    Hartford,  1842.-— Gift  of  Edwin  Hubbard. 

Goodwin,  Nathaniel.  Descendants  of  Thomas  Olcott,  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Hartford,  Conn. — Gift  of  E  twin  Hubbard, 

Hinman,  R.  R.  A  catalogue  of  the  First  Puritan  Settlers  of  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut.  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4. — Gift  of  Edwin 
Hubbard. 

Bases  de  Organizacion  Politica  de  la  Republica  Mexicana,  1842. — 
GiftofCapt.  H.  C.  Wayne,  V.  S.  A. 

Dos  ailos  en  Mexico.  O  memorias  criticas  sobre  los  principales 
sucesos  de  la  Republica  de  los  Estadose-Unidos  Mexicanos, 
desde  la  invasion  de  Barradas,  hasta  la  declaracion  del  Puerto 
de  Tampico  contra  el  gobierno  del  gral.  Bustamcnte.  Escritas 
por  un  Espaiiol.     Mexico,  15  10. — Gift  of  Capt.  II.  C.  Wayne. 

Correspondencia  que  ha  mediado  cntre  la  Legacion  Extraordinaria 
de  Mexico  y  cl  Departamento  de  Estado  de  los  Estados-Unidos, 
sobre  el  paso  del  Sabina  por  las  tropas  que  inandaba  el  General 
Gaines.     Mexico,  1837. — GiftofCapt.  II.  C.    Wayne,  U.  S.  A. 

Vindicacion  del  General  Manuel  Hincon  ante  el  Consojo  de  Guerra 
que  lo  Juzgo  en  7  y  8  de  Febrcro  del  corriente  ano,  por  los 
acontecimientos  desgraciados  de  Ulua  y  Vera  Cruz  en  los  dias 
27  y  23  Noviembrc  de  1S33.  Mexico.  13 10.— Gift  of  Capt.  II. 
C.  Wayne,  U.  S.  A. 

Longworth'sNew  York  Directory,  for  1339 — 40. — Gift  of  William 
Van  Norden. 

Watt,  Peter.  The  Theory  and  practice  of  Joint  Stock  Banking, 
(in  England.)     New  York,  1S3G. 

Dow,  Lorenzo.  Analectic  History,  touching  Nullification,  North- 
ern and  Southern.     The  last  Warning.     Washington,  1334. 

A  collection  of  sundry  Publications  and  Documents  in  relation  to 
the  attack  of  British  ships  upon  the  private  armed  brig  General 
Armstrong  of  New  York,  at  the  Island  of  Fayal,  in  Sept.  1344. 
New  York  1333. 

Dewey,  Orville.  On  Reading:  a  Lecture  delivered  before  the 
General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen  of  the  City  of 
New  York.      New  York,  1339. 

Spring,  Gardiner.  An  Address  before  the  Mercantile  Library 
Association  of  the  City  of  New  York.     New  York,  1337. 

Catalogues  of  the  Apprentices'  Library  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
1839  and  1846. 
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Charter  and  By-Laws  of  the  General  Society  of  Mechanics  and 
Tradesmen  of  the  City  of  New  York.    1839  and  1847. 

Bolton,  William.  Narrative  of  the  last  cruise  of  the  U.  S.  Steam 
Frigate  Missouri,  with  the  circumstances  of  her  burning  at  Gib- 
raltar.    Boston,  1643. 

Town,  Ithiel.  The  outlines  of  a  plan  for  establishing  in  New 
York  an  Academy  and  Institution  of  the  Fine  Arts.  New  York, 
1835. 

Everett,  Edward.  Address  before  the  American  Institute  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  at  their  Fourth  Annual  Fair,  Oct.  14,  1831. 
New  York,  1831. 

Fisher,  Samuel  W.  The  close  of  the  Christian  Conflict  Desirable. 
A  sermon  delivered  in  the  Fourth  Presbyterian  Church,  Albany, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  funeral  of  Capt,  Richard  Winslow.  New 
York,  1847. 

Seventeen  Numbers,  under  the  signature  of  Neckar,  upon  the 
causes  of  the  Present  Distress  of  the  Country,  with  a  proposed 
remedy.     By  a  citizen  of  New  York.     New  York,  1837. 

Staples,  J.  B.  The  General  Bankrupt  Law,  with  an  introduction, 
containing  observations  upon  its  Constitutionality,  Expediency, 
&c,  with  references,  instructions  and  forms.     New  York,  1842. 

Greene,  John  P.  Facts  relative  to  the  expulsion  of  the  Mormons, 
or  Latter  day  Saints,  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  under  the  "  Ex- 
terminating Order."     Cincinnati,   1839.— The   preceding,    (14 

in  number,)  the  Gift  of  Wm.  Van  Norden. 

The  Historical  Register,  for  the  year  1727.  (Completing  the  set 
in  the  Library,  from  1714  to  1737. — Gift  of  Rev.  Edwin  F. 
Hatfield. 

[Middleton,  Henry,  Jr.]  Four  Essays — The  Science  of  Political 
Economy  ;  Political  Economy  and  Industry,  and  their  Rela- 
tions; Impolicy  of  Protective  Duties  ;  A  Position  of  the  Friends 
of  the  High  Tariff  examined. — Reprint.  Philadelphia  1847. — 
Gift  of  Rev.  R.  W.  Griwold. 

The  Ancestral  Register — An  engraved  sheet  for  Family  Genealo- 
gies.    By  Edwin  Hubbard. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

A  Custom  House  Stamp,  from  Mexico. — Gift  of  Capt.  H.  C. 
Wayne,  U.  S.  A. 

Map  of  the  State  of  Florida,  compiled  in  the  Bureau  of  Topogra- 
phical Engineers,  from  the  best  authorities,  by  J.  G.  Brurf, 
1846. — Gift  of  Hon.  D.  S.  Dickinson. 

Withers,  Alexander  S.     Chronicles  of  Border  Warfare,  or  a  His- 
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tory  of  the  settlement  by  the  whites  of  North-  Western  Virginia, 
and  of  the  Indian  Wars  and   Massacres   in   that  section  of  the 
State,  with  reflections,  anecdotes,  &e.     12mo.    Clarksburg,  Va. 
1831.— Gift  of  the  Librarian. 
Tegg,  Thomas.     Chronology,  or  the  Historian's  Companion  ;  being 
an  authentic  register  of  events   from  the  earliest  period  to  the 
present  time,  comprehending  an    epitome  of  universal  history, 
with  a  copious  list  of  the  most  eminent  men  in  all  ages   of  the 
world.     12mo.    London,  1829. — Gift  of  th:  Librarian. 
Biorck   Tobias  Er.     The  Plantation  of  the   Swedish  Church  in 
America.     [A  rare  and   valuable  Tract,   printed  in  Latin,   at 
Upsal,  in  1731.] — Gift  of  Hon.  George  Folsom. 
Fragments  sur  l'uniformite  aintroduire  dans  les  Notations  Geogra- 
phiques,  sur  les   Antiotuites  Americaincs,  et  sur  divers  points  de 
Geographic — Gift  of  the  Author,  M.  Jomard,  of  Paris. 
Coston's  sylvic  Gas   Lis;ht — Account  of.     Boston,   13-17. — Gift  of 

Prosper  M.  Wetmore. 
.Great  National  Thoroughfare  from  the  WTest  and  South-West,  into 
New  England,  by  the  Northern  or  lake  route,  from  New  Orleans 
to  New  York,  Boston,  and  Portland.     Dec.  1S47. — Gift  of  Pros- 
per M.  Wetmcrz. 
Map  of  the  mineral  lands  of  Lake  Superior — with  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  of  June,  1846,  transmitting  report  on  that 
subject. — Gift  of  Prosper  M.  Wetmore. 
Simms,   William   Gilmore.     Self   Development — an    Oration  de- 
livered before  the  literary  societies  of  Ogtcthorpe  University, 
Georgia,  Nov.    10,  1847.     Milledgcviiie,    IM7.~-Gifi  of  the 
Author. 
A  Collection  of  original  Manuscripts,  bound  in  four  small  volumes. 

■ — Deposited  by  the  Librarian. 
The  Correspondence,  Letters,  and   Papers,  of  the  Hon.  Mesheck 
Weare,   the  first  President  of   New    Hampshire,  in  ten    folio 
volumes — embracing   numerous   valuable   original    documents, 
relating  to  the  history  of  that  State,  from  1680,  to  1780,  with  a 
Chronological  Index  to  the  whole. — Deposited  by  the  Librarian. 
MS.  Decree,  dated  at  Mexico,  in  Dec.  1842,  containing  the  auto- 
graph signatures  of  President  Santa  Anna,  and  M.  Bocancgra.— 
GiftofCapt.  H.  C.  Wayne,  U.  S.  A. 
MSS.     Mexican  General  Orders,  Orderly  Books,  and  oth£r  Papers, 
captured  with  the  baggage  of  Gen.  Arista,  at  the  battle  of  Resaca 
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de  la  Palma. — Gift  of  N.  S.  Jarvis,  Surgeon  and  Medical  Di. 
rectory  U.  S.  Army,  through  Gen.  Wet/nor e. 

BY  PURCHASE. 

Perkins,  Samuel.  Historical  Sketches  of  the  United  States  from 
the  Peace  of  1315  to  1830.     12mo.  New  York,  1830. 

Carey,  M.  The  Olive  Branch  :  or  Faults  on  both  sides,  Federal 
and  Democratic.  A  Serious  Appeal  on  the  necessity  of  Mutual 
Forgiveness  and  Harmony.  4th  edition,  enlarged.  12mo.  2 
vols.     Phila.  1815. 

The  Treaty — its  Merits  and  Demerits  fairly  discussed  and  display- 
ed. [Containing  Jay's  Treaty  ;  the  Essays  of  "  the  Federalist," 
published  in  the  Boston  Centinel ;  Essays  of  "the  Constitution- 
alist," published  in  the  Independent  Chronicle  ;  Letter  of  Wash- 
ington to  the  Sjlectrnen  of  Boston  ;  Proceedings  of  the  Boston 
Chamber  of  Commerce  ;  Speech  of  Fisher  Ames,  28th  of  April, 
1796.] 

Patriotism  and  Piety.  The  Speeches  of  his  Excellency  Caleb 
Strong,  Esq.,  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  ;  with  their  Answers  ;  and  other 
official  Public  Papers  of  his  Excellency,  from  1800  to  1807. 
12mo.     Newburyport,  180S. 

An  Answer  to  certain  parts  of  a  work  published  by  Mathew  Carey, 
entitled  '-'The  Olive  Branch,  or  Faults  on  Both  Sides,"  by  a* 
Federalist.     J2mo.     New  York,  1816. 

[Sullivan,  William.]  Familiar  Letters  on  Public  Characters  and 
Public  Events,  from  the  Peace  of  1783  to  the  Peace  of  1815. 
12mo.   2d  edition.     Boston,  1^34. 

Ticknor,  George.  Syllabus  of  a  Course  of  Lectures  on  the  History 
and  Criticism  of  Spanish  Literature.     8vo.       Cambridge,  1823. 

Massachusetts.  The  Patriotic  Proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  during  their  session  from  Jan.  25,  to  March  4, 
1809.     8vo.     Boston,  1^09. 

Correspondence  between  the  Hon.  John  Adams,  late  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  late  William  Cunningham,  Esq.,  be- 
ginning in  1803,  and  ending  in  1812.     8vo.     Boston,  1823. 

Pickering,  Timothy.  A  Review  of  the  Correspondence  between 
the  Hon.  John  Adams,  late  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  late  William  Cunningham,  Esq.,  beginning  in  1803,  and 
ending  in  1812.     6vo.     Salem,  1624. 
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Otis,  Harrison  Gray.  Letters  in  Defence  of  the  Hartford  Conven- 
tion, and  the  People  of  Massachusetts.  [Originally  published  in 
the  Boston  Ccntinch]     Svo.     Boston,  1624. 

Reynolds,  J.  N.  Address  on  the  subject  of  a  Surveying  and  Ex- 
ploring Expedition  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  South  Seas,  De- 
livered in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  3d  April,  1SSG.  With  Correspondence  and  Docu- 
ments.    Svo.     Net?  York,  1836, 

Debates  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  Bills  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  Louisiana  Treaty.     Svo.     Phila.  1804. 

Scott,  Maj.  Gen.  Winfield.  Proceedings  of  the  Military  Court  of 
Inquiry  in  the  case  of.  [Failure  of  the  Florida  Campaign  of 
1836,  &c]    Svo.     Washington,  1S37. 

Delaplaine's  Repository  of  the  Lives  and  Portraits  of  Distinguished 
Americaa  Characters.  Vol  I.  and  Part  1,  of  Vol.  II.  4to.  Phil. 
1815-1818. 

•  The  Librarian  informed  the  Society,  that  the  first  part 
of  a  new  volume  of  collections  was  now  in  press,  and 
would  be  completed  at  an  early  day. 

He  also  stated  for  the  information  of  members,  that  the 
second  volume  of  the  History  of  New  Netherlands,  by 
Dr.  O'Callaghan,  was  now  in  the  press,  embracing  the 
administration  of  Gov.  Stuyvcsant,  from  1G47  to  1664. 
This  volume,  like  the  first,  has  bun  written  principally 
from  original  records.  It  will  give  the  details  of  the  pop- 
ular movement  which  led  to  the  first  incorporation  of  this 
city — the  separation  of  the  city  of  Albany  from  Van 
Rensselaer's  Colonic — the  expulsion  of  the  Dutch  from 
the  Connecticut,  and  the  Swedes  from  the  Delaware. — 
It  will  be  particularly  rich  in  church  history  and  in  trans- 
actions between  the  Indians  and  Europeans — and  enter 
elaborately  into  the  history  of  the  Esopus  War — and  of 
those  events  on  Long  Island  which  preceded  the  surren- 
der of  the  Dutch  possessions  here  to  the  English,  and 
which  have  not,  as  yet,  been  noted  by  any  writer  on  our 
earlier  history.  Among  the  papers  in  the  Appendix  will 
be  given  a  list  of  the  early  grants  of  land  down  to  1G64, 
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with  the  names  of  the  patentees.  It  will  be  accompani- 
ed by  a  map,  and  other  embellishments. 

In  view  of  the  above  publication,  Rev.  Dr.  De  Witt 
made  a  few  remarks,  recommending  it  in  the  most  enthu- 
siastic terms. 

Professor  Robinson,  from  the  Executive  Committee, 
made  a  report  on  the  nominations  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee, recommending  the  following  candidates  for  elec- 
tion, who  were  thereupon  elected,  viz  : — 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBER. 

Charles  James  Lanman,  Norwich,  Conn. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

Uriah  P.  Levy-,  U.  S.  N.         John  Trenor, 
Gardner  M.  Peck,  Willis  Hall, 

William  B.  Campbell,  Seneca  Durand, 

Daved  Cod  wise,  John  C.  Hurd, 

Maximilian  Rader. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cibbs, 

Resolved,  That  the  publication  of  the  monthly  bulletin 
of  proceedings  be  discontinued. 

Mr.  Joseph  Fowler,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
audit  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  stated  that  they 
would  be  prepared  to  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

Professor  Mason  read  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Gorham 
D.  Abbott,  of  this  city,  a  member  of  the  Society,  pre- 
senting to  the  Society  a  manuscript  in  the  French  lan- 
guage, being  the  original  record  of  the  Huguenotic  Church 
at  New  Rochclle,  containing  baptisms  and  marriages  by 
the  Pastor,  M.  Jean  Carle,  from  April  175G,  to  July,  1764, 
and  statin^  that  a  number  of  interesting  Huguenotic  man- 
uscripts on  parchment  and  paper  came  under  his  view 
durin^  a  three  vears  residence  at  New  Rochelle,  some  of 
which  could,  doubtless,  nt  this  time  be  collected  and  de- 
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posited  in  the  library  of  the  Society.  Mr.  Abbott  adds, 
that,  being  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  justice  has 
never  vet  been  done  to  the  Huguenotic  element  in  the 
early  formation  of  our  institutions,  suggests  that  some 
steps  should  be  taken  by  the  Society,  to  collect  and  pre- 
serve the  memorials  of  their  history,  and  the  traces  of 
their  influence.  It  seems  to  be  almost  fonrotten  in  our 
country,  that  the  very  "Cradle  of  American  Liberty," 
the  old  Faneuil  Hall  at  Boston,  bears  the  name  of  a 
Huguenot. 

Professor  Mason  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which,  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Joseph  C.  Hart,  in 
support  of  the  proposition,  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  tendered 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Abbott,  for  the  Huguenot  Manuscript 
presented  through  Professor  Mason,  and  that  he  be  re- 
quested to  continue  Ins  researches  for  such  other  manu- 
scripts as  may  be  found  in  Westchester  county. 

Archibald  Russell,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  Society,  and 
author  of  a  work  on  the  "Principles  of  Statistical  Inquiry," 
now  rose  and  asked  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  a  sub- 
ject which  he  considered  entirely  kindred  to  the  objects 
of  its  organization,  viz.,  the  census  to  be  taken  in  1S50.  It 
is  a  remarkable  fact  that  the  census  taken  in  this  country 
in  1790,  was  the  first  entire  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants 
of  a  modern  nation.  The  first  census  in  England  was 
taken  in  1S01,  and  in  France  in  1517.  And  not  only  was 
this  country  the  first  to  take  a  complete  census,  but  each 
succeeding  census  has  been  an  improvement  upon  its 
predecessor — in  1790  only  six  queries  were  returned  by 
the  Marshals,  in  1S00  thirteen  were  returned,  in  1810  the 
same  number,  in  1520,  25,  in  1830,  63,  and  in  1840,  2S9 
were  so  returned. 

But  while  the  amount  of  information   sought  for  has 

been  vastly  multiplied,   the   accuracy  has  by  no  means 

kept  pa<-e  with  it.     Numerous   errors  are  to  be  detected 

in  the  census  of  1540,  more  than   are  fairly  incident  to  a 

vol.  vi.  7 
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work  of  the  kind.  In  Boston,  the  inhabitants  in  the  Sth 
Ward  were  returned  under  the  head  of  the  10th  Ward, 
and  vice  versa.  The  State  took  a  census  of  Boston 
the  same  year,  and  it  shows  S4,000  inhabitants,  while  the 
United  States  census  shows  93,000,  or  9,000  more.  In 
New  Jersey,  there  was  a  state  enumeration  of  the  insane 
and  idiot  persons,  and  about  seven  hundred  were  reported, 
while  the  United  States  census  only  returns  four  hundred 
and  thirty  in  that  unfortunate  condition.  Various  other 
errors  might  be  alluded  to,  but  it  is  not  intended  to  cavil 
or  find  fault  unnecessarily. 

With  a  view  of  profiting  by  the  experience  of  the  past, 
I  would  refer  to  the  causes  of  these  errors.  The  act 
authorizing  the  census  of  1S40  was  introduced  by  Mr. 
Garland,  without  any  consultation  with  the  departments 
or  with  any  appropriate  committee.  The  bill  contained 
a  number  of  mistakes  ;  the  word  January  was  inserted  in 
place  of  June;  the  Marshals  were  required  to  return  their 
schedules  at  a  date  prior  to  the  time  at  which  their  assis- 
tants were  required  to  furnish  them  with  them — and  to 
show  the  inaccuracy  of  the  manner  in  which  the  census 
was  taken,  Mr.  Weaver,  who  had  charge  of  it,  says 
that  upwards  of  20,000  errors  were  discovered  in  the  re- 
turns from  Massachusetts. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  proposed  to  memori- 
alize Congress  to  take  the  subject  of  the  census  of  1S50, 
into  early  consideration,  with  a  view  to  having  due  pre- 
paration made  for  it. 

Mr.  Russell  thereupon  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  persons  be  appoint- 
ed to  prepare  a  memorial  to  Congress,  praying  it  to  take 
into  early  consideration  the  arrangements  which  may  be 
necessary  to  ensure  a  correct  census  in  1S50,  and  that 
the  committee  be  authorized  to  transmit  said  memorial 
to  Congress  on  behalf  of  the  Society. 
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The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee under  said  resolution,  viz  : 

Archibald  Russell, 

The  President  of  the  Society, 

William  Jay, 

Benjamin  F.  Butler, 

George  Folsom. 

Mr.  Joseph  Fowler,  after  some  remarks,  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented 
to  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  in  an 
especial  maimer  to  the  Chairman,  Prosper  M.  Wetmore, 
Esq.,  for  the  faithful  and  diligent  discharge  of  their  duties 
during  the  periods  in  which  they  have  held  their  offices, 
and  that  tlu*  Librarian  be  authorized  to  cause  a  copy  of 
the  publications  of  the  Society  to  be  handsomely  bound, 
and  in  its  name,  presented  to  Mr.  Wetmore. 

Professor  O.  W.  Morris  read  a  paper  on  "Indian 
Names,"  &\\,  as  applicable  to  localities  and  natural  ob- 
jects in  New  York.  He  remarked  that  the  appropriate 
name  by  which  an  Indian  designated  a  place,  was  one 
the  signifu'aiion  of  which  could  hardly  be  mistaken  by  a 
stranger;  for  it  invariably  had  reference  to  some  promi- 
nent natural  object,  and  he  expressed  the  general  regret 
that  the  expressive  aboriginal  names  of  so  many  of  our 
mountains,  lakes,  and  streams,  have  been  arbitrarily 
changed,  to  give  importance  to  individuals,  or  to  gratify 
a  veneration  for  antiquity.  Professor  Morris  gave  some 
very  interesting  illustrations;  and  proceeded  to  remark 
at  length  u|hui  the  signification  and  general  harmony  of 
Indian  name*  ;  upon  the  relics  of  the  red  race  which  are 
found  in  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk  and  upon  the  borders 
of  the  Hudson;  their  ancient  burial  places,  the  remains 
of  their  ancient  fortifications  and  villages,  and  the  tradi- 
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tions  which  belong  to  their  history.     His  address  was  lis- 
tened to  with  interest. 

At  the  conclusion  of  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  James 
W.  Beekman,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  tendered 
to  Professor  Morris,  for  the  interesting  paper  just  read, 
and  a  copy  was  requested  to  be  placed  among  the  ar- 
chives of  the  Society. 
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STATED  MEETING,  MARCH  7,  1843. 


Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice  President,  in  the 
chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  Chair  read  letters  from  Messrs.  Prosper  M.  Wet- 
more  and  John  Jay,  stating  that  the  nature  of  their  en- 
gagements were  such  that  they  could  not  devote  the  ne- 
cessary attention  to  the  duties  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, and  resigning  their  places  as  members  of  that  com- 
mittee. The  Chair  thereupon  announced  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  following  gentlemen  to  fill  the  vacancies  in 
said  committee,  viz  : — 

Marshall  S.  Bidwell, 
George  H.  Moore. 

[The  Executive  Committee,  at  a  subsequent  meeting, 
(the  former  Chairman,  Mr.  Wetmore,  having  resigned,)  or- 
ganized by  the  appointment  of  George  Gums,  as  Chair- 
man, and  George  II.  Moore,  as  Secretary  of  said  Com- 
mittee.] 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretar}r,  Mr.  Beekman, 
read  letters  received  by  him  since  the  last  meeting,  from 
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Charles  James  Lanman,  Esq.,  of  Norwich,  Conn. ;  E. 
George  Squier,  of  Cincinnati,  O. ;  and  George  Tappen,  of 
Kingston,  N*  Y. — the  latter  in  reference  to  certain  transla- 
lations  of  Dutch  documents  in  his  possession,  which  he 
offered  to  the  Society  in  December,  1S47  ;  the  considera- 
tion of  which  was  at  that  time  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

The  Librarian,  Mr.  Moore,  announced  the  additions  to 
the  Library  since  the  last  monthly  meeting,  as  follows  •: 


BY  DONATION. 

Revolutions  de  Paris,  dediees  a  la  Nation  et  au  District  des  Petits- 
Augustins.  N03.  14  to  66 — 10  Oct.  1789  to  16  Oct.  1790, 
bound  in  three  volumes. — Gift  of  Lansingh  Thurler,  Utica,N.  Y. 

Niles,  Nathaniel,  Jr.  and  John  D.  Russ.  Medical- Statistics  ;  or  a 
comparative  view  of  the  Mortality  in  New.  York,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  and  Boston,  for  a  series  of  years.  New  York,  1827. 
— Gift  of  Dr.  II,  JS'Xcs,  Charge  des  A ff aires  to  Sardinia. 

Niles,  Nathaniel.  Letter  to  a  Friend,  who  received  his  theologi- 
cal education  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Emmons,  concerning 
the  Doctrine  which  teaches  that  impenitent  sinners  have  natural 
power  to  make  themselves  new  hearts.  Windsor  Vt.,  1809. — 
Gift  of  Dr.  II.  Niks. 

Hall,  J.  Prcbcott.  Discourse  delivered  before  the  New  England 
Society,  of  New  York,  December  22,  1847.  New  York,  184S. 
— Gift  of  the  Author. 

Castanis,  Christophoros  Plato.  Essay  on  the  Ancient  and  Modern 
Greek  Languages.     Andover,  1844. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

Allen,  Thaddeus.  An  Inquiry  into  the  Views,  Services,  Princi- 
ples, and  Influences  of  the  Leading  Men  in  the  origination  of 
our  Union,  and  in  the  formation  and  early  administration  of  our 
present  government.  No.  1,  Vol.  II.  Boston,  1S48. — Gift  of 
the  Author. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  communicating  the  Re- 
port of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey,  for  1847. 

Report  by  Hon.  Mr.  Breesc,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
with  a  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Illinois  a  donation  of  land  for 
completing  the  Railroad  from  Cairo  to  Chicago  and  Galena. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  state  of  the 
Finances  for  1847. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  cf  the  State  Normal 
School,  Jan.  1648. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  State  Library,  Jan.  1848. 
2  copies. — Gift  of  Prosper  M.  Wctmorc. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital, presented  to  the  Corporation,  at  their  annual  meeting,  Jan. 
26,  1S43. — Gift  cf  Nathaniel  I.  Lou-ditch,  Esq.,  Boston.      . 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  covering  Report  from  the 
Topographical  Bureau,  on  the  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the 
Lakes;  the  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey, 
&c.  ;  also,  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  Fi- 
nances, and  sundry  Speeches. — Gift  of  the  Hon.  D.  S-  Dickinson, 
of  the  Senate. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  for  1847-9. 
— Gift  of  the  Indian  Department. 

Schoolcraft,  Henry  R.  The  Indian  and  his  Wigwam,  or  Char- 
acteristics of  the  Red  Race  of  America.  New  York,  1848. — 
Gift  of  Rev.  R.  W.  Griswold. 

Green,  Thomas  J.  Journal  of  the  Texian  Expedition  agairst 
Mier  ;  subsequent  imprisonment  of  the  author;  his  sufferings 
and  final  escape  from  the  Castle  of  Perote.  With  reflections  upon 
the  present  political  and  probable  future  relations  of  Texas,  Mex- 
ico, and  the  United  States. — Gift  of  Rev.  R.  W.  Griswold. 

Dalrymple,  David.  x\nnals  of  Scotland,  from  the  accession  of  Mal- 
colm III.  surnamed  Canmore,  to  the  accession  of  Robert  I.  4to. 
Edinburgh,  1776. — Gift  of  Gen.  James  Tallmadge. 

The  Home  Missionary,  and  American  Pastor's  Journal,  from  1829 
to  1846.  18  vols.  Qvo.  (bound  in  nine.) — Gift  of  the  American 
Home  Missionary  Society. 

Reports  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  from  1S27  to 
1846,  twenty  years,  bound  in  3  vols.  .Qvo. — Gift  of  the  Society. 

Brieslak,  Scipion.     Institutions  Geologiqut  s,  tradiites  du  manu- 

.  scrit  Italien  en  Franchise,  par  P.  J.  L.  C.unpmas.  Trois  vol- 
umes avec  un  Atlas  de  50  Planches.  3  vols.  Svo.  and  1  4to. 
Milan,  1816.— Gift  of A-  VaUemare. 

Correspondence  relating  to  the  Boundary  between  the  British  Pos- 
sessions in  North  America,  and  the  United  States  of  America., 
under  the  Treaty  of  1733.  Presented  to  Parliament,  in  1840. 
Parts  I.  &  II.  Fcl. — Gift  of  Isaac  Spencer. 
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Comstock,  Andrew.  Treatise  on  Phonology  ;  comprising  a  per. 
feet  Alphabet  of  the  English  Language,  a  system  of  vocal  gym- 
nasties,  exercises  in  Orthography,  Reading  and  Declamation 
and  Pitman's  Phonetic  Short-Hand.  No.  I.  12mo.  Phila. 
1846.— Gift  of  David  P.  Ilohon. 

The  New  Testament.  (Printed  in  phonetic  characters.)  8vo.  Phil. 
1848.— -Gift  of  David  P.  Holton. 

Sketches  of  Trials  in  Ireland,  for  High  Treason,  dec,  including 
the  Speeches  of  Mr.  Curran,  at  length,  accompanied  by  certain 
papers  illustrating  the  History  and  present  state  of  that  country. 
8vo.     Baltimore,  1S04. — Gift  of  the  Librarian. 

Hay,  Edward.  History  of  the  Insurrection  of  the  County  of  Wex- 
ford, A.  D.,  1T9S  ;  including  an  account  of  transactions  pre- 
ceding that  event,  with  an  Appendix.  Embellished  with  a  Map 
of  the  County  of  Wexford.  8vo.  Dublin,  1803.— Gift  of  the 
Librarian. 

Oddy,  J.  Jepson.  European  Commerce,  showing  new  and  secure 
channels  of  trade  with  the  continent  of  Europe;  detailing  the 
Produce,  Manufactures  and  Commerce  of  Russia,  Prussia,  Swe- 
den, Denmark,  and  Germany  ;  as  well  as  the  trade  of  the  rivers 
Elbe,  Weser,  and  Ems;  with  a  general  view  of  the  Trade, 
Navigation,  Produce  and  Manufactures  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.     2  vols.     Svo.     Phila.  1S07. — Gift  of  the  Librarian. 

Junius  Unmasked  :  or  Lord  George  Sackville  proved  to  be  Junius. 
With  an  Appendix,  showing  that  the  author  of  the  Letters  of 
Junius  was  also  the  author  of  the  "  History  of  the  Reign  of  George 
111."  and  author  of  "  the  North  Briton, "  addressed  to  Mr. 
Wilkes.     1*2 mo.   Boston,   1523. — Gift  of  the  Librarian. 

General  Regulations  for  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps  of  the  United 
States.     Svo.     Washington,  1841. —  Gift  of  the  Librarian. 

Laws  of  thcUnited  States,  in  relation  to  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps, 
to  the  close  of  the  second  session  of  the  26th  Congress.  Com- 
piled and  arranged  by  Benjamin  Homans.  8vo.  Washington, 
1841.— Gift  of  the  Librarian. 

A  Plan  of  the  City  of  New  York,  from  an  actual  survey  made  by 
James  Lyne,  in  1723.  Published  by  William  Bradford.  (Fac 
simile  of  the  original  in  the  possession  of  G.  B.  Smith.) — Gift  oj 
Francis  H.  Sjltus. 

Copy  of  the  Armorial  Bearings  of  the  Piatt  family,  of  Huntington, 
L.  I— Gift  cfMrs.  Ehzibeth  P.  Piatt  Rogers. 
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Meteorological  Record,  kept  at  the  New  York  Institution  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  for  1816  and  1847.— Gift  of  Prof  .  O.  W. 
Morris. 

The  Librarian  also  stated  that  he  had  received  from 
Benjamin  Perley  Poore,  Esq.  through  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fol- 
som,  a  Manuscript,  containing  specimens  of  the  volumes 
deposited  in  the  Archives  of  Massachusetts,  by  the  His- 
torical Agent,  sent  by  that  Commonwealth  to  France, 
(Mr.  Poore,)  who  had  previously  been  employed  by  Mr. 
Brodhead  in  copying  papers  for  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  researches  directed  by  Mr.  Brodhead,  brought  to  light 
the  papers  illustrating  the  early  history  of  New  England, 
copies  of  which  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  have 
thus  secured.  They  are  executed  in  a  style  of  unsur- 
passed neatness  and  accuracy. 

Mr.  Gibes,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  sub- 
mitted a  report  on  the  nominations  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee, recommending  the  following  candidates  for  elec- 
tion, who  were  thereupon  elected,  viz. : — 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

Rev.  George  Benton,  Fayettevillc,  N.  C. 

Rev.  William  H.  Campbell,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Hon.  James  T.  Buckingham,  Boston,  Mass, 

"    Zadock  Pratt,  Prattsviiic,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

Stephen  I.  Sedgwick,  Jasper  W.  Gilbert, 

M.  M.  Van  Betjren,  D.  W.  Townsend, 

Philip  Paulding,  JonN  M.  Mason, 

Rev.  Peter  J.  Van  Pelt,  D.  D. 

Mr.  Gibbs,  from  the  same  committee,  announced  that  a 
new  volume  of  collections  was  now  in  press,  and  would 
be  published   at   as    early  a   day   as  practicable;  and 

VOL.  VI.  8 
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thereupon  ottered  the    following  resolution,  which    was 
adopted: — 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Bartlett  and  Wei  ford  be  re- 
quested to  offer  a  copy  of  the  new  volume  of  Collections 
for  purchase  to  each  member  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Gibbs  further  reported,  that  Mr.  William  Van  Nor- 
den  had  offered  to  continue  the  publication  of  the  Bul- 
letin, on  his  own  risk,  omitting  the  papers  read,  and  to 
furnish  the  Society  with  fifty  copies  gratis,  provided  the 
Society  would  furnish  him  with  the  manuscript  of  the 
proceedings.  This  Mr.  Moore,  the  Librarian,  had  offered 
to  do.  Whereupon  he  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Van  Norden  be  permitted  to  con- 
tinue the  publication  of  the  Bulletin,  on  his  own  account, 
as  above  proposed,  either  quarterly  or  monthly,  and  that 
Mr.  Moore  be  requested  to  aid  him  as  above. 

Mr.  Chauncey,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  raise 
funds  to  erect  a  fire-proof  building,  &c.,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  adopted  in  committee: — 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Society  to 
make  the  subscriptions  binding  only  when  the  sum  of 
($25,000)  twenty-live  thousand  dollars  be  raised,  and  that 
all  subscriptions  amounting  to  (s-500)  five  hundred  dollars, 
and  over,  be  payable  at  the  option  of  the  subscribers  in 
sums  not  exceeding  twenty  per  cent,  in  every  sixty  days,  to 
commence  from  the  time  when  the  same  became  binding; 
and,  on  the  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was  adopted 
and  ordered  to  be  reported  at  the  next  meeting. 

On  motion,  resolved,  that  the  recommendations  in  said 
resolution  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Fowler,  from  the  committee  on  auditing  the  ac- 
counts of  the  late  Treasurer,  reported  that  they  wTere 
proceeding  in  their  duties,  but  were  not  yet  ready  to 
report. 

Professor  O.  W.  Morris,  to  whom  was  referred  the  fos- 
sil, so  called,  from   Lake  Superior,  presented  to  the  So- 


NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY.  55 

ciety  at  its  January  Tmceling,  IS  17,  stated  that  it  had  been 
examined  by  Professor  Agassiz,  and  by  Professor  Hall, 
of  Albany,  and  he  read  a  letter  from  the  latter  gentleman, 
in  which  he  says  : — 

"It  is  evidently  a  mass  produced  by  concretionary  ac- 
tion. There  were  originally  two  cavities  in  the  interior, 
which  are  now  filled  with  crystallized  quartz.  This 
quartz  has  crystallized  in  a  radiated  form,  filling  the  en- 
tire cavity  in  one  instance,  and  this  is  the  body  regarded 
as  a  fossil.  The  external  marks  which  are  peculiar  are 
the  impressions  of  the  mammillary  or  concretionary  sur- 
faces of  the  surrounding  geode.  You  will  observe  the 
-same  mammillary  surface  on  the  outside  of  the  larger 
piece  of  the  geode.  The  radiated  structure  is  only  due 
to  crystallization,  and  not  to  organization.  The  quartz 
which  is  broken  through  in  the  centre,  presents  externally 
the  same  markings,  and  is  essentially  the  same  as  the 
more  perfect  specimen.  The  surrounding  mass  is  siliceous 
in.  character,  approaching  to  chalcedony,  and  presents  no 
appearance  of  having  been  organic.  Still  I  have  seen 
quartz  geodes  in  limestone,  which  have  evidently  taken 
the  place  of  corals,  without  preserving  any  organic 
markings. 

"  From  the  situation  in  which  this  specimen  occurred,  I 
think  there  is  in  the  outset  presumptive  evidence  that  it  is 


not  organic.' 


Mr.  Gibbs  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  be 
requested  to  address  a  letter  to  the  American  Governor  of 
the  city  of  Mexico,  requesting  him,  to  institute  researches 
under  the  direction  ofVsqme  officer  of  engineers,  provided 
the  same  can  be  done  compatibly  with  the  public  interest, 
in  the  great  square  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  other 
places,  whereon  ancient  places  of  Mexican  worship  were 
situated,  with  a  view  to  the  discovery  of  ancient  remains, 
and  that  such  as  may  be  found,  and  which  are  deemed  of 
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sufficient  value,  be  sent  to  the  United  States,  to  be  pre- 
served in  some  suitable  institution. 

Mr.  Joseph  Blunt  then  rose  and  said  : 

Mr.  Prestdext  : — Since  our  last  monthly  meeting,  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  distinguished  members  of  this  So- 
ciety has  finished  his  earthly  career.  John  Qurxcv 
Adams,  the  scholar  and  statesman,  who,  in  the  discharge 
of  the  duty  which  this  Society,  some  years  since,  called 
upon  him  to  do,  performed  a  most  eminent  public  service 
in  giving  one  of  the  most  elegant  and  profound  treatises 
upon  the  government  under  which  we  live — has,  in  the 
immediate  discharge  of  his  public  duties,  passed  to  his 
last  account.  He  has  left  a  void,  which  we  cannot  ex- 
pect any  one  in  this  generation  again  to  fill.  He  was  in- 
deed a  most  remarkable  man;  one  who  from  his  earliest 
youth,  by  the  incessant  and  diligent  application  of  all  his 
faculties,  eminently  qualified  himself  for  public  service. 
He  began  his  studies  as  a  law  student  under  Chief  Jus- 
tice Parsons,  in  the  town  of  which  I  was  a  native.  I  re- 
member hearing  from  some  of  the  old  inhabitants,  of  the  in- 
cessant applicntion  of  Mr.  Adams  ;  how  that  he  used  to 
commence  his  studies  at  lour  o'clock  in  the  morning,  both 
in  summer  and  winter,  and  allowing  but  little  departure 
from  his  daily  routine  for  the  purposes  of  pleasure  and 
amusement.  By  that  incessant  and  arduous  toil,  he 
qualified  himself  at  an  early  age  for  the  discharge  of  the 
public  duties,  which  in  his  later  career  we  have  seen  him 
so  ably  fulfil.  In  179-3,  at  a  time  when  public  questions  of 
great  importance  and  novel  in  their  character  arose,  in  re- 
lation to  the  neutrality  of  this  country  in  the  dispute  that 
raged  between  France  and  other  European  powers,  it  be- 
came the  duty  of  President  Washington  to  determine 
upon  the  course  most  adequate  to  be  pursued,  so  far  as 
the  neutrality  of  the  United  States  was  concerned.  The 
public  ieeling  was  against  the  course  which  the  Presi- 
dent deemed  it  his  duty  to  pursue.  The  question  was  a 
new  one,  and  in  the  minds  of  most  public   men,  it  was 
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thought  that  this  country  was  bound  to  a  certain  extent  to 
adopt  the  cause  of  France,  and  the  grateful  feelings  of 
the  American  people  led  them  even  at  the  peril  of  the 
country  to  take  sides  with  our  ancient  ally.  Washington 
thought  otherwise.  It  was  necessary-,  however,  that  he 
should  find  some  support  from  public  opinion  and  from 
the  press.  Then  it  was,  that  Mr.  Adams,  a  young  man, 
unknown  except  as  the  son  of  the  gneat  champion  of -our 
national  independence,  by  a  series  of  able  essays,  not  only 
directed  the  public  attention  to  himself,  but  contributed 
in  a  most  eminent  degree  to  establish  a  public  opinion 
that  was  eminently  favorable  to  the  course  of  Washing- 
ton, and  calculated  to  sustain  him  in  that  trying  emer- 
gency. He  was  shortly  after  selected  to  represent  our 
country  abroad.  After  that  diplomatic  career,  though 
even  then  a  young  man,  he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  from  that  to  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States.  After  that  he  was  appointed  to  the 
bench  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  then  sent  as  minister  to  Rus- 
sia, and  subsequently  was  ©neoftbe  commissioners  to  form 
a  treaty  between  this  country  and  England,  which  closed 
the  war  of  1S12.  Again  he  was  sent  to  represent  this 
country  in  England  ;  and  afterward  he  was  called  to  act 
as  Secretary  of  State;  and  finally  to  fill  the  highest  office 
in  the  gift  of  the  people — the  Chief  Magistracy  of  the 
United  States.  Since  that  time  his  career  is  familiar  to 
us  all.  It  became  my  good  fortune  to  a  certain  extent  to 
acquire  his  confidence  and  friendship  while  Secretary  of 
State.  I  had  an  opportunity  from  that  t'me  to  know  inti- 
mately the  motives  that  governed  him  in  the  discharge  of 
his  public  duties.  I  never  knew  a  man  whose  motives 
were  so  characterized  by  a  sense  of  his  responsibility  to 
his  Creator  and  to  mankind.  He  never  sought  to  dis- 
charge a  public  duty  without  having  icierence,  not  only 
to  the  opinion  of  posterity,  l>i  t  also  to  his  own  personal 
responsibility  to  his  God.  He  was  eminently  conscientious. 
It  was  that  faculty  which  he  always  appealed  to,  that 
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made  him  in  after  times  maintain  the  cause  of  right,  even 
though  he  stood  alone.  If  there  ever  was  a  man  who 
was  governed  by  the  strictest  conscientious  feelings,  it 
was  John  Quixcy  Adams.  Fortunately  he  lived  suf- 
ficiently long  for  history  to  vindicate  his  reputation.  Even 
before  death  had  put  his  seal  upon  him,  his  cotemporaries 
did  him  justice.  The  spontaneous  burst  of  feeling  that 
broke  out  during  his  first  visit  at  the  west,  from  all  classes 
that  thronged  to  see  that  venerable  man,  was  in  some  sense 
the  foretaste  of  what  history  would  award  to  him.  And 
since  his  decease;  the  spontaneous  tribute  of  respect  from 
all  parts  of  the  republic,  show  that  he  has  outlived  those 
feelings  that  arrayed  men  against  him  during  the  party 
conflicts  while  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  nation.  I  re- 
member at  the  time  when  he  was  President  of  the  United 
States,  it  was  thought  by  his  friends  and  those  who  sus- 
tained him  in  that  high  office,  that  he  did  not  sufficiently 
use  the  powers  and  patronage  which  were  at  its  disposal 
to  sustain  his  administration  in  power.  I  represented  to 
him  that  in  this  city  and  elsewhere,  men  dependent  upon 
his  will  for  public  office,  used  all  their  power  against  his 
administration,  and  endeavored  to  prevent  his  re-election. 
His  reply  was  noble,  and  became  the  man.  "I  have  de- 
termined, "  said  lie,  "while  President  of  the  United 
States,  at  least  to  try  the  experiment  whether  a  republic 
can  govern  itself — whether  my  countrymen  can,  without 
reference  to  the  influence  exerted  by  official  patronage, 
determine  whether  the  measures  of  the  administration 
are  worthy  of  support  or  not,  and  if  I  cannot  govern  by 
these  principles,  I  am  willing  to  return  to  Quincy.'" 
The  popular  estimation  of  his  character  since  then 
has  confirmed  the  wisdom  of  his  decision.  Though 
perhaps  the  immediate  generation  might  regret  that  he 
had  acted  thus,  yet  succeeding  generations  will  be 
able  hereafter  to  point  to  him  as  a  man  who  disdained  to 
use  the  powers  of  office  to  mislead  or  affect  the  judgment 
of  his  countrymen  any  further  than  the  wisdom  and  purity 
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of  his  measures  could  do  it.  I  will  not  detain  the  Society 
by  any  further  remarks,  but  ask  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : — 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Jonx  Quincy  Adams, 
the  people  of  the  United  States  have  lost  a  devoted  pat- 
riot, an  enlightened  statesman,  an  unwearied  public  ser- 
vant, and  a  most  intrepid  advocate  of  human  freedom. 

Resolved,  That  the  New  York  Historical  Society  unite 
in  the  general  regret  for  the  departure  of  this  venerable 
man  from  his  career  of  public  service,  full  of  honors  and 
years,  and  with  his  last  thoughts  intent  on  the  diffusion 
of  learning  and  the  intellectual  improvement  of  his 
species. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  a  subject  of  no  small  consolation,  that 
his  departure  was  postponed,  until  the  merits  of  his  ad- 
ministration were  vindicated  by  history,  and  his  coun- 
trymen bore  testimony  with  unexampled  unanimity  to 
the  purity  of  his  motives  and  the  wisdom  of  his  measures. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Society  will  testify 
their  respect  and  sympathy  for  this  national  bereavement, 
by  attending  the  funeral  procession  to-morrow  with  the 
customary  badges  of  mourning. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  transmit- 
ted by  the  Corresponding  Secretary  to  the  family  of  the 
illustrious  deceased. 

Hon.  Marshall  S.  Bid  well  said  :  Mr.  President — 
These  resolutions,  I  am  sure,  will  not  require  to  be  re- 
commended bv  any  eloquent  appeal  to  this  Society.  The 
spontaneous  feelings  of  all  its  members  will  at  once  ap- 
prove of  such  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  distinguished  per- 
son to  whom  they  refer.  I  think  it  is  peculiarly  due  from 
this  Society,  not  merely  as  citizens  of  the  republic  over 
which  he  once  presided,  and  in  which  lie  served  in  so 
many  important  offices,  but  also  collectively  as  a  Society, 
for  the  reason,  that  the  whole  life  of  Mr.  Adams,  more  per- 
haps than  that  of  any  other  man  that  ever  lived  among 
us,  is  identified  with  the   history  of  this  country  from  its 
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commencement  to  the  present  time.  There  is  another 
reason,  Sir,  why  it  becomes  us  to  unite  in  this  expression 
of  sympathy.  He  was  not  only  an  eminent  magistrate 
and  public  officer,  serving  with  great  fidelity  and  useful- 
ness, but  he  always  found  time,  in  the  midst  of  the  high 
and  constant  duties  of  his  various  offices,  to  cultivate  his 
mind,  so  that  by  general  consent  he  is  allowed  to  have 
been  one  of  the  greatest  scholars  this  country  has  ever 
produced.  It  is,  therefore,  I  think,  proper  on  the  part  of 
a  literary  society  like  this,  to  unite  with  their  fellow  citi- 
zens in  the  public  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  of 
that  great  and  good  man.  I  will  not  take  up  any  further 
time,  (impatient  as  we  all  are  for  the  entertainment  we 
expect  this  evening,)  but  to  make  a  single  observation. 
It  is  well  known  ihat  John  Quincy  Adams  never  courted 
public  applause.  He  had  as  little  of  the  conciliatory  in 
his  disposition  as  could  well  be  found  in  any  person 
equally  conscientious.  It  was  therefore  gratifying  that 
notwithstanding  the  controversies  and  asperities  of  soci- 
ety, he  attained  those  high  offices  of  trust,  without  resort- 
ing to  those  acts  by  which  they  are  too  often  sought.  He 
has  gone  down  to  the  grave  amidst  the  regret,  the 
lamentation  and  tiic  respect  of  his  countrymen,  affording 
an  honorable  and  sure  proof  that  all  those  arts  of  dema- 
gogues are  entirely  useless — that  if  public  men  are  wil- 
ling to  fulfil  their  duty  conscientiously,  however  others 
may  differ  from  them  in  opinion,  they  will  be  sustained 
and  honored,  and  die  lamented. 

The  resolutions  were  then  unanimously  adopted. 

Professor  McVickar  rose  and  remarked,  that  though 
the  resolutions  were  no  longer  under  discussion,  yet  in  as 
much  as  he  had  entered  too  late  to  take  part  in  them  and 
as  the  deep  interest  of  the  event  gave  value  to  even  the 
slightest  particulars  bearing  upon  it,  he  would  venture  so 
far  to  trespass  on  a  rule  of  order  as  again  to  refer  to  them, 
with  a  view  to  add  what  had  fallen  under  his  own  per- 
sonal observation  touching  the  last  hours  of  the  lamented 
statesman. 


NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY.  6] 

It  cannot  but  be  interesting  here  at  least,  to  know  that 
the  last  topic  of  Mr.  Adams's  discourse,  immediately  pre- 
ceding his  fatal  attack,  in  a  conversation  continued  up  to 
the  moment  of  the  House  organizing,   was  the   improve- 
ment of  the  literary  and  academic  institutions  of  our  coun- 
try, in  which  conversation   our  own  Society,  by  implica- 
tion at  least,  bore  its  share.     Up   to  this  time,  no  special 
evidence  of  disease  appeared.     Though   his  voice  was 
feeble,  and  his  manner  more  than  usual,  perhaps,  subdued, 
yet  his  thoughts  were  clear,  his  recollection   good,  his 
judgment  sound,  and  his  words  firm  as  ever,  and  the  part- 
ing was  as   of  those  who  are   soon  to  meet  again — but 
within  twenty-five  minutes  he  sunk  in  his  seat;  the  once 
brilliant  discursive  mind  was  paralyzed  for  ever,  so  far  at 
least  as  earth  is  concerned — thus  leaving  this  as  the  last 
subject  of  Mr.  Adams's  voluntary  thoughts,  the  last  effort 
it  may  be  said  of  his  fret  intellect,  for  all  else  of  speech 
that  intervened  was  but  the  routine  of  official  duty  or 
casual  words  bearing  on  it.     This   fact,  however  trivial, 
has  at  least  its  interest  here,  'and  for  myself/  added  Pro- 
fessor McVickar,  '  I  esteem  it  a  high  privilege  to  have 
thus  received,  as  it  were,  the  dying  words  of  a  mind  not 
only  so  highly  gifted,  but  of  one  so  wise,  and  good,  and 
brave,  the  last  lingering  relic,  I  may  say,  of  a  generation 
greater  than   our  own,  because  simpler  and  braver  and 
truer — more  of  heart  united  with  head.'     The  Professor 
went  on  to  say  that  he   need  not  here  add  what  was  al- 
ready widely  known  and  might    readily   be  conceived, 
the  shock  and  confusion  caused  in  the  House  by  such  an 
event.     Mr.  Adams   was   at  once  raised  and  borne   into 
the  Rotunda    for   freer    air,    and  there  partially   recov- 
ered speech.  Among  his  imperfect  utterances  were  words 
like  these:  'It  is  the  end  of  earth,' — deep  teaching  to 
come   as  parting  words   from  the  lips  of  '  that  old  man 
eloquent' — who  had  seen  so  much  of  earth.     It  was  a 
short  but  speaking  lesson,  and  needed  not  argument  to 
enforce  it.     The  chill  air  there  blowing  in,  being  regard- 
vol.  vi.  9 
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ed  unfavorable  to  his  case,  Mr>  Adams  was  at  once  re- 
moved to  the  Speaker's  room  adjoining,  where  the  ensu- 
ing evening  the  narrator  of  these  events  was  admitted, 
and  had  the  melancholy  privilege  of  standing  over  his 
dying  bed.  It  was  a  scene  not  to  be  forgotten.  One  sol- 
itary lamp  gave  its  feeble  light  to  the  room,  and  showed 
stretched,  unconscious,  on  a  common  cot,  hastily  arrang- 
ed for  the  purpose;  the  form  once  so  instinct  with  ani- 
mation, now  fast  sinking  in  death.  The  frail  bed  shook 
beneath  his  deep,  heavy  breathing;  the  bloody  pillow 
showed  that  he  had  been  'cupped'  without  relief,  and 
that  medical  skill  had  proved  vain.  Nothing  was  doing, 
nothing  was  to  be  done,  and  in  mute  and  helpless  silence, 
physicians  as  well  as  friends  stood  around  the  bed, 
awaiting  what  was  evident  could  not  be  long  delayed — 
his  last  deep  breath.  A  common  sofa  with  a  tumbled 
pillow  was  near  him,  marking  either  his  first  resting 
place  in  the  room,  or  else  the  casual  repose  of  some  worn 
out  attendant.  It  was  a  scene  of  deep  and  solemn  inter- 
est, but  not  of  melancholy,  for  what  had  life  more  to  offer 
to  such  a  man  than  such  a  death  ?  to  be  found  at  his  post, 
to  be  taken,  watching,  to  be  called  in  his  seat,  where  duty 
had  placed  him — to  fall  fighting  the  battle  he  had  ever 
fought,  bravely  and  truly, — '  Hoc  erat  in  votis.'  This 
had  long  been  his  wish,  and  more  repeatedly  expressed 
of  late,  as  the  time  evidently  drew  nigh.  Over  that  bed 
a  silent  mental  prayer  was  all  that  could  be  offered,  and 
it  was  so  offered,  that  the  removal  of  the  good  and  brave 
old  man  might  be  blessed  to  others  as  well  as  himself, 
and  lead  many  to  meditate  on  the  startling  lesson  it  taught 
to  busy  restless  man — 'what  shadows  we  are  and  what 
shadows  we  pursue.'  «  And  here,'  Professor  McVickar 
added,  'it  was  a  pleasing  remembrance  that  the  last 
preceding  words  that  had  past  between  them,  had  been 
but  the  afternoon  before,  and  under  circumstances  still 
more  reverential,  even  in  God's  House  of  Prayer — the 
Church  of  St.  John's,  under  the  charge  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
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Pyne,  which  church  Mr.  Adams  had  made  at  least  his 
outward  choice — held  a  pew  in  it,  and  regularly  attended, 
whenever  the  religious  services  in  the  Capitol  left   him 
free.     It  was  a  brief  conversation,  leaving,  however,  a 
deep  impression,  though  more  from   manner  than  words, 
that  religion  had  a  firm  hold  on  his  heart,  and  that  he  had 
truly  placed  his  hopes  where  alone  old  age  can  find  its 
strength,    or   the    thoughtful    mind   at   any  time    repose. 
1  Thus,'  concluded  the  speaker,  l  was  I  privileged,  inci- 
dentally to  witness,  within  the  last  twenty-four  hours  of 
Mr.  Adams's  closing  life,  as  exhibited  in  word  and  act, 
what  may  well  be   termed  the  three  living  elements  of 
man's  true  greatness.     First,  an  Intellect  so  trained  to  the 
love  and  pursuit  of  knowledge  as  to  hold  on  to  the  last 
in  all  its  interests  on  all  that  concerned  it.     Secondly,  a 
Spirit  so  trained  to  patient  endurance,  so  firm  and  so  re- 
solute, that  age  could  not  enfeeble,  nor  opposition  intimi- 
date, nor  the  infirmity  of  years  bribe  it  from  its  post  of 
benevolent,  useful  duty — and  lastly,  as  the  ground  work 
of  all,  a  Heart  so  trained  to  religion  and  reverence  of  God, 
as  to  bow  humbly  to  its  sanctions,  and  out  of  the    last 
dregs  of  physical  strength,  never  to  fail  to   direct  even 
tottering  steps  to  that  House  of  God,  where  strength  comes 
in  answer  to  prayer. 

Such  was  the  man,  Mr.  President,  whose  removal  we 
now  commemorate,  not  in  sadness,  but  in  filial  reverence, 
and  add  his  name  to  the  long  list  of  worthies  already  in- 
scribed in  the  annals  of  our  country.  The  resolutions  of 
the  New  York  Historical  Society,  passed  by  us  this  night, 
go  to  do  our  share  towards  erecting  such  memorial. 

Mr.  Joseph  C.  Hart  rose  and  said — It  appeared  to  him 
peculiarly  appropriate  that  this  Society  should  now  take 
their  principal  measures  to  testify  all  the  respect  possible 
to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Adams,  while  his  body  was  yet 
with  us,  while  his  fame  had  lost  none  of  its  freshness, 
and  while  his  character  was  well  understood  by  his  co- 
temporaries.     He    considered    that    the  embalming   of 
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the  names  of  such  men  as  Mr.  Adams,  was  too  often, 
nay,  nearly  always,  left  to  posterity,  when,  in  truth,  it 
could  be  better  done  by  cotemporaries,  thereby  leaving 
nothing  to  be  guessed  at,  or  advanced  with  uncertainty ; 
and  when  prejudices  may  be  combatted  and  accounted  for, 
and  the  real  greatness  of  a  man's  character  be  embodied. 
Mr.  Hart  did  not  believe  the  present  age  incapable  of  es- 
timating the  character  of  Mr.  Adams,  nor  was  he  willing 
that  it  should  be  left  to  the  decision  of  posterity  alone  to 
pass  upon  Its  value,  and  to  record  its  judgment  upon  it.  It 
was  a  remark  of  a  French  writer,  he  believed  of  Mon- 
tesquieu, that  the  fame  of  the  ancients  became  magnified 
by  distance  :  and  if  this  remark  be  true,  we  might  leave 
the  task  to  posterity,  worthily  to  magnify  the  fame  of  Mr. 
Adams,  when  his  riame  shall  have  the  benefit  of  an  ap- 
propriate antiquity.  But  Mr.  Hart  would  prefer  that  we 
should  set  a  present  value  upon  the  character  of  the  man, 
and  send  it  to  posterity  with  his  name  ;  showing  those 
who  may  come  after  us  that  we  were  capable  of  estima- 
ting his  worth,  and  that  our  immediate  familiarity  with 
him,  did  not  unfit  us  from  passing  a  correct  judgment 
upon  his  great  merits  and  unequalled  acquirements.  The 
question  had  been  many  a  time  proposed  to  Mr.  Hart, 
both  at  home  and  in  foreign  countries,  "who  are  your  great 
men  ?"  and  without  hesitation,  he  had  invariably  assigned 
the  first  place  in  the  first  rank  to  Mr.  Adams  ;  believing 
that  however  he  might  mistake  or  overrate  others,  he 
would  not  be  disputed  in  thus  ranking  that  wondrous 
man:  and  Mr.  Hart  had  done  this  so  often,  even  while 
he  had  opposed  him  in  the  political  strifes  of  the  day,  that 
he  »vas  sure  he  would  not  now  be  accused  of  insincerity, 
nor  a  desire  to  lavish  indiscriminate  praise  on  the  present 
occasion.  Mr.  Hart  had  listened  with  profound  attention 
to  what  had  fallen  from  his  fellow  members,  and  he  was 
constrained  to  notice  what  seemed  to  him  an  important 
though  unintentional  omission  in  the  proposed  solemni- 
ties, regarding  the  illustrious  deceased,  which  he  would, 
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with  the  leave  of  the  Society,  supply  by  offering  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  namely: — 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Com-  ' 
mittee  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  procur- 
ing an  Eulogy  to  be  pronounced,  before  the  Historical  So- 
ciety, upon  the  life  and  character  of  the  Honorable  John 
Quincy  Adams,  now  deceased,  late  an  Honorary  Mem- 
ber thereof;  and,  should  said  Committee  be  advised  that 
it  is  proper,  that  they  take  measures  to  carry  the  same 
into  effect  accordingly,  at  an  early  day. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  James  B.  Murray,  the  members  of 
the  Society  were  requested  to  join  in  the  funeral  ceremo- 
nies in  honor  of  Mr.  Adams,  to  take  place  to-morrow, 
and  to  take  such  place  in  the  procession  as  may  be 
assigned  them  by  the  committee  of  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  George  Copway,  a  Chief  of  the  Ojibway  Nation, 
was  then  introduced  to  the  Society,  and  read  a  paper,  en- 
titled "  The  Progress  of  the  Wars  between  the  Massau- 
gas,  of  Canada  West,  and  the  Iroquois,  of  iSew  York." 

On  its  conclusion,  Mr.  J.  R.  Bartlett  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  wras  adopted  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  tendered 
to  Mr.  Copway,  for  his  interesting  paper  just  read,  and 
that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  for  the  archives  of 
the  Society. 
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In  1843,  the  Society  adopted  the  plan  of  publishing  an  annual  bulletin  of  their  Proceedings, 
which,  with  slight  variation-  in  form,  ins  since  been  continued. 

These  volui  les,  five  in   num  >er,  c  mt;  in  t  Tn         lings  at  the  annual  and 

monthly  meetings,  the  ttej    rta  of  the  aflicers  and  Executive  Committee,  and  abstracts  of  the 

issions,  with  the  Papers  read  at  the  meetings,  together  with  a  record  of  all  donations  and 

.::  jiib  to  the  Library  and  Cabin  :.  Tl  :  folio v  ;'i  is  a  summary  of  tiie  principal  contents  of 
the  different  volumes : 

Volttmk  for  1S43.  U\  I  rical  Considerations  on  the  Siege  and  Defence 

Inaugural  Address  erf' the   lien.  Albert  Gallatin,        ot'Kwrt  tkanwix.  in  1776\     Uy  h.  R.  Schoolcraft. 

President,  delivered  before  the  Sew  York  Historical    Tin    Din    i  Age      .  i     the  English  Government  In  the 

Society,  February  7,  IH43.  ei      lo;     ■    •    of  the    Indians  in  the   Revolutionary 

Memoir  on  the  .Northeastern   Boundary  in  connexion        War.     Uy  William  \   .  Camvbbll. 

with  Mr.  Jay js    Map,  by    ih   ■.    v.    ;t   Uali.atin      Mci    ■-  i  I  .•   muei  Osgood.    By  Osgood  Field. 

President  of  the  Society.    Toeei      r  with  a  Snewli     •  ii    ■•      .       ..-  ■■:..    two      cient  Maps  of  New 

on  the  same   suujecc,    b  fore  the    -V.  V.    Histor      I  -  foui   !   in  th<    Ro    i\    Archives  at  the 

Society,  April  15   1843,  by  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,        r   .uc  .:-  !-!l.     !,;.-. John  Romeyn  Brodhead. 

Secretary  of  Stale.  A    I."    i  delivered  befon    the  New  York  Historical  So- 

A  Paper  on  the  Prepress  of  the  Science  of  Ethnology.        i     :   ,  .     .-.-   41st  Anniversary,    -<»  November,  1845. 

By  J  >ux  Uussej.l  Bartlett.  By  Alexander  W.  Bradford. 

Paper,  by  Uharlk*  Fe>no  FIofi  man,   on  the  Distill  :-  Yoi.cmk  por  i-4f>. 

Live  Character  of  the  People  of  New  York,  as  it  ex-  \  Memoir  of  the  French  and  Indian  Expedition  against 

isted  before  the  revolt  tion  of  1776.  the  Province   of  -Now  York,    which  surprised   and 

Memoirof  Col.JohaThiiiibult,  byVViLLiAML.SxosE.        i  .  1     iruary  9, 1689-90.    ByRev. 

Volume  for  1:44-  Macnsell  Van  Kesssklaer. 

Paper  on  the  New  Netherlands.     By  Rev.  Thomas  ,  Notices  of  some  anthjue  Earthen  Vessels  found  in  tho 

Dk  Witt,  D.  5).  1  >w  Tumuli  of  I'ltirida,  and  in  the  caves  and  burial 

Paper  on  the  Aboriginal  names  and  Geogranhu'n    Per-  <  of  the  ,  of  Indian  Tribes  north  of  those 

minology  of  the   State  of  New  York.     Uy   Henry  j        .'.:.>-      By  Hksry  K.  Schoolcraft. 

R.  Schoolcraft.  01»s<  rv    . .  ..:  ■  :   i   '  tip  to  show   that  ihe  Grand  Turk 

Copy  and  translation  of  the  Latin  Inscription   upon  ;      l-  rind,  mid  not  Sa  .  Salvador,  was  the  tir.^t.  spot  on 

the  tomb  of  Richard  Nicolis,  the  first  English  Gov*  j      which  <  ulniuons  landed  in  the  New  World.    By 

ernur  of  New  Yorlc  '•   oi   «e  Cisub,  of  Turk's  Island. 

Some  passages   in  the  Life  of  Governor  Tompkins.     Ou«orvatHms  on  the  Progress  of  Geotrraphy  and  Ethnol- 

By  Johx  W.  Ebmosds.  v.  with  tlie  historical    tacts  deduced  therefrom. 

Remarks  on  the  pa$t  History and  present  Condition  of !      B;  Joii,n  Ri  <«.:u.  Bartlett. 

Mi  rocco,  Algiers,  and  the  Barbary  Regencic  s.     By     An  A  .   -   sa  .••  :  ..  u  A    i  fore  the  Now  York  Historical 

William  B.  Hodgson.  ft     ety     it    its   i-l  anniversary,   17ih    November, 

Account  of  the  Statue  of  George  III.  formerly  standing  I      i-,'j.     By  II;.  •    v  .:.  ~<  hooli  haft. 

u!    the    Bowling  Green,  New   i'ork.     );y  George  Vol;   -u  for  1-47. 

Ginna.  Paper  \  .  Joseph  B.  V  •.   m  m.  Ji  ,  on  the  "History  of 

The  Romance  of  American  History.     ByPr.Tuo«AS        i       V\         Ii     n  of  Government." 

Ward.  Letter  from  James   ii  Hitchcock,  on  the  Ruin.-  of 

An  Address  delivered  before  fee  New  York  Historical  j      I   cavil     rt'Y-u    lUwi. 

Society,  at  its  40th  Anniversary,  iJO  November,  13-il.    Pai    r<   I'th     l)<       t  of  General  St.  Clair  in  1791.     By 

ByJoHirRoMiBYsBRonHKAB.  Cha>  •;.   rK.Oji.va*      LD, 

V<  it  we  for   i-4">.  Paper'  a  ihc  1'      .   I     i        in  Colonies  on  the  Bela- 

Sketqhes  of  Biographical  Writers  a?i«i  their  Works. of       ware.      .-.  Ja«k\i  ...  Bekkman. 

the  state  of  New  York.  By  William  L.  Scone.  An  Orignrd  >jimiive  of  the  H.-tiie  ofTiconderoga,  in 
Report  of  the  Committee  on -n  proposed new  National        175-,  ■•  -.  :■•;.  L»y  Dr.  James  Searing,  a   surgeonin 

A'nn.r.    By  Davio  Dudley,  cield.     Also,    Letters        the-   eiye'diiion.     Conutjumcated  by  Benjamin  F. 

from  the  Historical  S  cietiesnf3   .  sachusetts,  Ma-        Th«>mi?    .  •• 

ryland  and  New  Jer*ev,  and  ltaiu  Me  srs.  CI   v,  \  lh     Ji     lit. I         i   n*  ol  Di  coveries  an«l  oihfr  Occnrren- 

Buren,  Story, "Kent,  adihotl.cra     nth    sai    -  -  .:  ;     t.  ■  N'orthernsnd  Western  States 

Papetuponthc  Imiian  Names  of  Long   Island.    By        of   th  163:4—  lUTi.      By   E.  B.  O'Calla- 

Benjamiji  F.  Thompson-.  oh.ajc,  M.  D. 


NEW"  YORK  H1STQRICAL  SOCIETY. 


Names  of  Dj^ors  to  the  I 
Hon.  George  Bancroft,  LI 

London. 
John  G.  Schwarz,  of  Vieni 
M.  Joiiiar.i,  of  Paris. 
State  of  New  York. 
State  of  Massachusetts. 
^:^tc  of  Indiana. 
^:atc  of  Michigan. 
Ci  ogn  ss  of  *::r  Un;:ed  .-'.: 
Hon.  F.  A.  TuUmauge. 
Hon.  Andrew  Stewart. 
Hon.  D.  S.  Dickinso  i. 
Hon  <  \-or^(t  Fois  >m. 
Gen.  Prosper  M.  \ .  - 
(  !       ^  ■  I  !    ibs,  Esq. 

mo  Hoffman,  1 
Rev.  Kdwin  F.  Harticld. 


rBBJLKY  and  Cabinet,  during  the 
.  D.  iRev.  Jesse  A    Spericer 

;Rev.  Ruf'H  W.  Griswol  ':,  D. 
la.     Trinity  Church. 

American  Phil*  >ophical  £ 
[Pennsylvania  Historic  S 
!\Vni.  H.  Dil 

!").-.  X.  S.  Jarvw.  »      -     v-- 
(Capt.  HC.  Wayne,  U.S.  A 
ties.   R.  H.  Dana,  J     ' 
:N.  I.  B  •■■ 
E  Iwin   Hub!  ird,  Ci 
W.  I  r.  Simni  ,  '  ii  trieston,S, 

1).  L.Dix. 
Mr?  ;■::•.  P.  P.  R  -■  ts. 
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•Henry  Underdoak,  Jr. 


months  of  Jan'y,  Feb.  and  March. 
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D.   Ja    »b  B.  Moore, 
rd  Warren, 
y.  S.  W.  Eager,  Esq    Newburgh 
v.   li"]\r\  iC.  Schoolcraft,  Esq. 

V\     r- »,M.  D. 

\\  .  iia   i  M  ixweli,  Esq.  H  ich- 

mond,  Va, 
i.    -".rd  Green  Parker,  A.  M. 
\\  ....  irn  Van  Norden. 
i'i  •:.  • ;.  tq  W.  Morris. 
,C.,Lt.  31.  F.  Maury, U.S.  NT. 
E  litors  Naiion  ii  Intel 

ercial  Ad  ■■ 

■',         i  New  York  Tribune. 

ra  New  England  Puritan. 
[Editors  Am.  Jour.  Horn  -;■  tlhy. 
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The  NE\     YORK  HISTORICAL  SI  CIETY  wimaview  todiffaseax 
edge  of  its  proceedings  and  keep  alive  an  interest  in  its  welfare,  have  prov: 
the  publication  of  a  Mon  rnx  v  Bn  »     ?rx  or  Report  of  its  proceeding  ;  to  contain  : 

1.  AmOCLNCT.  v.  ■;.-  ....  ■;     '  RT      'THE  BUSINE$S?ROCE£BrNGSOF  THE§OCIBTT. 

2.  abstracts  of  the  reports  <  r  co-hxctstcations  from  the  several  qvtlcezs 
of  the  Society. 

?.  Abstracts  op  the  Reports  of  the  Executive  and  other  Comjoetees  op  ths 
Society. 

4.  Abstract.?  of  Papers  read  before  the  Society: 

5.  A  CONDEN  >ED  RePOR  T  OF  0     LI.  ADDS  ESSES  MADE,  AND  DISCUSSIONS  HAD,  UP  OX  ENTE- 
RESTETO  TOPICS,  BEFORE  PEE  Soi  tl  IV. 

The  und«  signe  i,  b<  i  -  that  such  a  publication  will  possess  an  interest  f  r 

every  resident  and  <  '  m  ember  of  the  Society.  as  well  ari  for  others  who 

take  an  interest,  in  Historical  investigations,  has  obtained  permission  to  publish  the 
same  ;  which  he  proj  c  >cs  to  da  en  the  following 
CONDITIONS : 

The  workwi!!  be  handsomely  printed,  in  octavo,  on  fine  paper,  and  done  up  in 
a  neat  cover.     The  nun  pa  jes  to  be  issued  each  month,  will  of  course  depend 


on  the  amount 
cic-ty,  and  will 
Each  numbt 
month  in  vvhi< 
at  their  resider 
At  ON3 


character  oi  -'     business  transacted  at  each  meeting  of  the  No- 
illy vary  from  twelve  to  thirty-two  p;  ges. 
'  be  ready  f  r  delivery  on  or  before  the  third  Saturday  of  each 

is  [  ■■  .    .  •.;  n  id  will  be  delivered  to  subscribers  in  the  cby, 
arii I  I   ;■-       :  ■  1  by  mail  to  other?, 
OLLAR  pet  Annum,  payable  in    A.D7ANCE. 

WILLIAM  VAN  NOEBEN, 

PrDPEER.  33  WlLElAM-STREET. 
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CHECKS,   NOTES,    DRAFTS,    BILLS  OF  EXCHANGE, 

£irn:iars,  CarOs,  Bill  flcaiij, 

BOOKS,  PAMPHLETS,  &c,  &c, 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF    THE 


NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL   SOCIETY, 


STATED    MEETING,  APRIL  4,  1813. 


The  Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt,  D.  D.,  Second  Vice  Pre- 
sident, in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Domestic  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary, Col.  Warner  read  the  report  from  that  officer  of  the 
correspondence  during  the  month  of  March. 

The  Librarian,  Mr.  Moore,  announced  the  additions  to 
the  Library  and  Cabinet  since  the  last  meeting,  as  fol- 
lows: 

BY  DONATION. 

Hawkins,  Walter.  Observations  on  the  Use  of  the  Sling,  as  a  War- 
like Weapon,  among  the  ancients.     4to.     London,  18-17. 

Regulations  of  the  St.  Katharine  Docks.  London.     8vo.     1S42. 

Pfeil,  Adolph  R.  The  Ang'io-French  Intervention  in  the  River 
Plate  :  considered  especially  with  reference  to  the  negotiations  of 
1847,  under  the  conduct  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Ilowden.  8vo. 
London,  1S47. 

Morgan,  Augustus  De.  Statement  in  answer  to  an  assertion  made 
by  Sir  William  Hamilton,  Bart.     Svo.     London,  1S47. 

Way,  Albert.  Catalogue  of  Antiquities,  Coins,  Pictures,  and  Mis- 
cellaneous Curiosities,  in  the  possession  of  the  Society  of  Anti- 
quaries of  London,  1347.     Svo.     London. 
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A  letter  to  Joseph  Hume,  Esq.,  M.  P.,  upon  the  late  Debate  on 
T  >rtu£;il,  in  the  British  House  of  Commons.  By  an  Anglo-Lu- 
uUoiao.     6vo.     London,  1847. 

Hartshorn,  C.  H.  The  Ancient  Charters  and  Municipal  Archives 
of  Northampton.  12mo.  London. — Gift  of  Hon.  George  Ban- 
■      croft. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  a  Report  from  the 
Toj)Ographical  Bureau,  in  relation  to  the  commerce,  navigation, 
and  means  of  defence  of  the  Western  Lakes  and  Rivers.  1847. 
—Gift  of  Hon.  F.  A.  Talhnadge. 

Report  on  the  California  Claims,  (by  Mr.  Cass,  of  the  Senate.)  1848. 
—Gift  of  Hon.  Daniel  S.  Dickinson. 

Wickes,  Thomas.  Historical  Discourse,  commemorative  of  the 
organization  of  the  Congregational  Church,  in  Marietta,  (Ohio,) 
delivered  at  the  first  semi-centennial  celebration,  Dec.  6,  1S4G. 
6vo,     Marietta,  ISil.—Giftof  Miss  D.  L.  Dix. 

Channing,  Walter.  My  Own  Times,  or  'Tis  Fifty  Years  Since. 
Svo.     Boston,  1845.— Gift  of  George  Gilbs. 

National  Academy  of  Design.  Catalogue  of  the  22d  Annual  Ex- 
hibition.    Svo.     1847 .—Gift  of  Prosper  M.    Wetmore. 

Twenty-Ninth  Annual  Report  and  Documents  of  the  New  York  In- 
stitution for  the  Instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  Svo.  1847. 
—  •Gift  of  the  same, 

Rr^xJ,  William  B.  Address  before  the  Historical  Society  ofPcnn- 
tylrama,  25  January,  1S48,  on  the  occasion  of  opening  the  Hall 
in  Ike  Athemeum.  6vo.  Philadelphia,  1848. — Gift  of  Penn. 
Historical  Society. 

Proceedings  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  held  at  Phila- 
delphia, tor  promoting  useful  knowledge.  No.  39.  8vo.  Phil. 
lb-17. — Gift  of  the  Society. 

F.sccr.  Samuel  W.  An  outline  History  of  Orange  County,  with  an 
enumeration  of  the  names  of  its  towns,  villages,  rivers,  creeks, 
lakes,  ponds,  mountains,  hills,  and  other  known  localities,  and 
their  etymologies,  or  historical  reasons  therefor;  together  with 
local  traditions  and  short  biographical  sketches  of  early  settlers, 
&c.     Svo.     Newburgh,  1847. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

Natural  History  of  New  York.  Part  II.  Botany.  ByJohnTor- 
rev.     Vol.  2.     4to.     Plates.     Albany,  1843. 

— — — ■ Part  V.     Agriculture.     By  E.  Emmons.     Vol. 

1-     €to.     Plates.     Albany,  1 840.— Gift  of  the  State  ofN.  York. 
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Whittier,  John  G,  Stipiematuraiism  of  New  England.  12mo. 
New  ¥ork.  184G.  —%' t  of  Prosper  M.  Wctmore. 

Francis,  John  \V.  Anniversary  Discourse  before  the  New  York 
Academy  of  Medicine,  November  10,  1947.  8vo.  New  York, 
1847.— Gift  tf  the  Same: 

The  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy,  edited  by  S.  R.  Kirby, 
M.  D.  and  R.  A.  Snow,  M.  D.  Vol.  I.  8vo.  New  York,  1847. 
— Gift  of  the  Editors. 

Report  of  Professor  Alex.  D.  Bache,  Superintendent  of  the  Coast 
Survey,  showing  the  progress  of  that  work  for  the  year  ending 
October,  1317.— G  ft  of  Litut.  J.  M.  Giliiss. 

The  Virginia  Historical  Register  and  Literary  Advertiser,  for  Jan. 
1848.     8vo.     Richmond. — Gift  of  the  Editor. 

Dana,  Richard  H.  Jr.  Facts,  arguments,  and  documents  relative 
to  the  Ether  Discovery.  8vo.  Boston,  16 43. — Gift  of  the  Au- 
thor. 

Army  Port-Folio.     No.  1.     By  Cant.  D.  P.  Whiting,  7th  Infantry 
'  U.  S.  k.—Gifi  of  William  Endicott. 

Macdonald,  James  M.  A  Sketch  of  the  History  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  in  Jamaica,  L.  I.  12mo.  New  York,  1847. — Gift 
of  Henry  Onderdonk,  Jr. 

A  file  of  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer.  Volume  37,  for 
1847.— Gift  of  Thomas  D.  Loicther. 

The  N.  E.  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  and  Antiquarian 
Journal,  Nos.  1  and  2,  Vol.  II.— Gift  ofS.   G.  Drake. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  City  of  New  York,  of  the 
Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  including  the  transactions  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  for  the  year  1847. — Gift  of  the  Comptroller,  John 
Ewen. 

Second  and  Third  Reports  of  the  Prison  Association  of  New  York, 
for  the  years  1845  and  1846. — Gift  of  Prosper  M.  Wctmore. 

A  brass  Blunderbuss,  used  in  the  Siege  of  Louisbourgh,  Cape  Bre- 
ton, 1745. — Gift  of  Henry  E.  SJiooIcraft. 

Specimens  of  Continental  Money,  and  of  the  Paper  Issues  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island,  in  1776  and  1777. 
— Gift  of  Richard  Warren. 

An  Indian  Pestle,  ploughed  up  from  the  soil,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Boston. — Gift  of  William  Endicott. 
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BY  PURCHASE. 

I^wgf&g  State  of  Delaware.  Adams's  edition,  1700-1797.  2 
\/>*.     bvo.     New  Castle,  1797. 

-.  1798-1826,  4  vols.     8vo.     Wil- 

t:j:n-:ton  and  Dover. 

Siaford,  Ezekiel.  History  of  the  United  States  before  the  Revolu- 
tion ;  with  some  account  of" the  Aborigines.     8vo.     Phil.   1819.. 

Memoirs  of  William  Sampson.  Second  edition  revised  and  cor- 
rected by  the  Author.     8vo.     Leesburg,  Va.  1817. 

Thompson,  Zadock.  History  of  Vermont,  natural,  civil,  and  sta- 
tistical, in  three  parts,  with  a  new  Map  of  the  State,,  and  200 
Engravings.     8vo.     Burlington,  1842. 

Sotme,  John,  M.  D.  An  Historical  Account  of  the  Plague  at  Mar- 
seilles, [1720].  Second  edition  revised  ;  to  which  is  added  a 
particular  and  distinct  description  of  the  city  of  Marseilles.  8vo, 
London,  J  7£2. 

Bradley,  Richard,  F.  R.  S.  The  Plague  at  Marseilles  considered, 
6tc.  Also,  some  observations  taken  from  an  original  Manuscript 
of  a  graduate  Physician,  who  resided  in  London  during  the 
whole  of  the  late  Plague,  Anno  1605.     8vo.     London,  1721. 

Nea!,  Richard,  M.  D.  A  short  Discourse  concerning  Pestilential 
CoalAgtot),  and  the  Methods  to  be  used  to  prevent  it.  4th  edition, 
6*0,     London,  1720. 

Et'ftciaftftp,  Sit  Richard.  A  Discourse  upon  the  Plague,  with  a 
j  refrttmtory  account  of  Malignant  Fevers.    8vo.    London,  1721. 

S  ftjooeblo  Considerations  on  the  indecent  and  dangerous  custom  of 
Uuniog  in  Churches  and  Church- Yards,  with  remarkable  ob. 
©erv aliens,  historical  and  philosophical,  proving  that  the  custom 
i*  not  only  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  ancients,  but  fatal,  in 
cjlw  of  infection.     Svo.     London,  1721. 

Verv.,1,  Abbe.     The  History  of  the   Revolutions  in  Sweden,  occa- 

d  by  a  change  of  Religion,  and  alteration  of  the  Government 

in  that  Kingdom.     Translated  into  English,  by  J.  Mitchel,  M.  D, 

£i  coition,  with  an  accurate  Map  of  Sweden.     8vo.     London, 

1711. 

U  yd,  William,  M.  D.  Letters  from  the  West  Indies,  during  a 
v-.iiathe  autumn  of  1836,  and  the  spring  of  1837.  12mo. 
L     loo,  1S37. 

i-k."  .  -ten,  George.  The  History  of  New  South  Wales,  including 
I >.'*r.y  Bay,  Port  Jackson,  Pamaratta,  Sydney,  and  all  its  de.. 


NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY-  71 

pendencies,  from  the  original  discovery  of  the  Island  ;  with  the 
customs  and  manners  of  the  Natives;  and  an  account  of  the 
English  Colony  from  its  foundation  to  the  present  time.  8vo. 
London,  1802. 
Biographie  Universelle,  ancienne  etmoderne.  Supplement.  Tome- 
lxxxi.     (Continuing  the  series  in  the  Library.) 

Mr.  Gibbs,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  made 
a  report  on  the  nominations  which  had  been  referred  to 
that  committee,  recommending  the  following  candidates,, 
who  were  thereupon  elected,  viz  : — 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

Lansingh  Thl-rber,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Samuel  Sewall,         Burlington,  Mass. 
George  Cop  way,  An  Ojibway  Chief. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

Isaac  Spencer,  John  Oothout, 

Thomas  D.  Lowther,  Robert  Schell, 

Hezekiah  King,  John  C.  T.  Smidt, 

Lancaster  D.  Burling,  William  G.  Wood, 

Russell  C.  Root,  Huxn  C.  Beach, 

John  P.  Tread  well,  Henry  A.  Oakley, 

Charles  F.  Bragg,  Stillman  S«  Clapp, 
Phineas  Freeman. 

Mr.  Gibbs,  from  the  same  committee,  proposed  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved, .That  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to  pro- 
cure a  suitable  notice  of  the  deaths  of  the  Hon.  Ambrose 
Spencer  and  the  Hon.  Henry  Wiieaton,  to  be  taken  at 
the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Society. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  the  commit-* 
tee  under  said  resolution,  viz: 

Marshall  S.  Bidwell, 
James  W.  Beekman, 
George  Gibbs* 


. .  .*  !  .  /,  X 
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At  the  request  of  the  presiding  officer,  (Dr.  De  Witt,) 
Gi*n.  I'ko-pek  M.  Wetmore  took  the  chair  for  the  re- 
ni.-tiiuierof  the  evening. 

Various  nominations  were  then  made  to  the  Society, 
and  severally  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

A  communication  was  read  from  the  Hon.  S.  11. 
Beth,  in  behalf  of  the  Bar  of  New  York,  inviting  the  So- 
ciety to  unite  with  them  in  attending  at  the  Tabernacle, 
<m  Tuesday  evening,  the  11th  inst.,  to  hear  an  address  by 
the  Hon.  John  Duer,  on  the  character  of  the  late  Chan- 
cellor Kent. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gibbs,  the  Society  resolved  to  accept 
the  invitation. 

A  proposition  to  amend  Art.  V.  of  the  By-Laws,  rela- 
tive to  the  admission  fees  and  annual  dues  of  members, 
was  submitted  by  Gen.  Prosper  M.  Wetmore,  which  pro- 
position, according  to  the  23d  article  of  the  By-Laws,  lies 
over  to  the  next  regular  meeting  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Gibbs  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wm.  H.  C.  Hosmer, 
of  Avon,  a  corresponding  member,  containing  some  inter- 
esting particulars  of  his  researches  into  the  Indian  anti- 
«{-.;♦? *t;s  of  Western  New  York,  particularly  as  to  the  scene 
o(  IK-  Noijville'?  Expedition. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Gibbs, 

firsohat,  that  said  communication  be  referred  to  the 
Pomestic  Corresponding  Secretary. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  De  Witt  then  read  the  following  paper  : 

On-  the  Sources  of  some  of  the  Early  Settlements 
in  the  State  of  New  York. 

Two  centuries  and  a  half  have  not  quite  elapsed  since 
l\te  first  settlement  was  made  in  what  is  now  "  the  United 
States  of  America."  In  that  short  space  of  time,  a  na- 
JJGTj  of  more  than  twenty  millions,  with  a  growth  contin- 
uaIW  accelerated,  has  arisen,  exercising  self-government 
un«i*?r  institutions  securing  well  balanced  civil  and  reli- 
t  -"is  liberty;  and  she  now  stands  forth  a  beacon  light  to 
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the  nations  of  the  earth.  Surprising  to  the  view  is  the 
giant  strength  which  has  been  gained  in  the  freshness  of  her 
youth,  connected  writh  her  rapid  onward  growth.  In  this 
respect  she  stands  in  contrast  with  the  nations  of  the  old 
world  which  bear  the  accumulation  of  many  centuries, 
furnishing  in  some  cases  the  symptoms  of  decay,  and 
showing  elements  of  foreboding,  almost  everywhere,  to 
the  stability,  and  permanence  of  exising  institutions. 
Even  now  there  is  an  upheaving  and  shaking  among  the 
nations,  and  the  volcanic  materials  which  have  been 
gathering,  are  bursting  forth  with  unrestrained  powrer, 
and  thrones  are  falling  prostrate  before  the  popular  will. 
May  He  who  "rides  upon  the  whirlwind,  and  directs  the 
storm,"  give  an  issue  in  which,  amidst  overturning,  the 
way  will  be  opened  for  the  diffusion  and  establishment 
of  that  which  is  "righteousness  and  peace,"  and  which 
"cannot  be  moved."  The  aspect  of  the  times,  and  the 
state  of  the  nations  strongly  tend  to  excite  feelings  offer- 
vent  gratitude  and  humble  complacence,  in  the  recognition 
of  our  goodly  heritage,  in  the  large  place  into  which  Pro- 
vidence has  brought  us.  The  countries  in  the  Southern 
part  of  this  continent,  earlier  occupied  by  Europeans,  with 
more  glittering  prospects  of  glory,  and  enjoying  a  climate 
as  genial,  and  a  soil  as  fertile  as  ours,  show  a  marked 
contrast  as  to  the  general  diilusion  of  knowledge,  the  pre- 
valence of  social  peace  and  order,  moral  culture,  domes- 
tic purity  and  comfort,  and  the  enjoyment  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty.  The  question  naturally  arises,  to  what 
causes  may  we  attribute  this  marked  contrast  ?  Whence 
has  resulted  the  formation  of  our  national  character,  and 
the  establishment,  and  successful  operation  of  our  civil 
institutions?  These  institutions,  though  the  fears  of  the 
patriot  have  at  times  been  awakened,  have  stood  the  test 
of  time,  and  seem  to  have  gained  firm  strength  amid 
every  rising  storm,  well  calculated  to  excite  the  sanguine 
hope  that  they  will  be  permanent,  and  prove  a  "tree  of 
life  whose  leaves  shall  be  for  the  healinsr  of  the  nations." 
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In  ihn  indulgence  of  this  hope  we  should  never  lose  sight 
<«f  the  lessons  which  our  history  unfolds,  and  always  re- 
m ember  that  the  same  influences  which  in  the  past  have 
produced  results  so  important  and  precious,  are  the  same 
which  are  needed  to  preserve  and  increase  them  in  the 
future.  The  diligent  observer,  in  tracing  the  history  of  our 
country,  will  never  be  at  a  loss  to  discern  the  spirit  and 
principles  of  the  early  settlers  of  our  country,  and  their 
descendants,  struggling  against  arbitrary  power,  and  amid 
the  ferment  of  conflicting  elements,  producing  that  leaven 
which  has  leavened  the  lump.  No  section  of  our  country 
can  make  exclusive,  or  towering  claims  over  others.  Our 
ancestors  migrated  from  different  parts  of  Europe,  hold- 
ing to  different  forms  of  the  profession  of  the  Christian 
faith,  but  we  find  among  them  all,  more  or  less,  the  spirit 
of  liberty  arising  in  its  lofty  aspirations,  but  in  a  calm, 
enlightened,  and  well  disiplined  exercise.  We  see  from 
different  quarters  this  spirit  steadily  nurtured,  and  lead- 
ing to  self-sacrifice,  and  devotedness  in  common  counsels 
and  efforts*  Our  country *s  history  should  be  familiar  to 
the  study  of  our  vouth,  and  the  lessons  derived  from  it, 
thorn  Id  prove  a  guide  and  incentive  to  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  which  they  owe  to  their  God,  their  country, 
and  themselves.  These  remarks  may  seem  uncalled  for 
in  view  of  the  specific  object  of  this  paper.  Perhaps, 
mi  her  prompted  by  the  absorbing  intelligence  from 
abroad,  which  has  for  some  time  interested  the  whole 
community,  indulgence  will  be  extended. 

The  design  of  this  paper  is  to  give  a  view  of  the  sources 
whence  some  of  the  early  settlements  in  what  is  now  the 
State  of  New  York  were  derived,  as  it  may  throw  some 
hule  light  upon  the  character  of  the  materials  forming 
i^in,  and  which  may  be  traced  in  connection  with  the 
onward  colonial  history.  The  first  permanent  agricultural 
settlement  by  the  Hollanders  in  New  Netherlands,  may  be 
safel?  stated  to  commence  with  1624.  Among  the  very 
hf»t  settlers  were    a  considerable  number  of  Walloons* 
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most  of  whom  located  on  the  Long  Island  shore,  calling 
the  name  of  the  place  W&lkbogi,  (or  the  Walloonbend,) 
alluding  to  the  bend  in  the  river  there.  The  Walloons 
residing  in  Holland  were  derived  from  the  Southern  Pro- 
vinces of  the  Netherlands,  or  Belgium  ;  bordering  on 
France,  and  speaking  the  French  language,  they  were 
termed  Galiois,  which  was  changed  in  Low  Dutch  into 
Waalschc,  and  in  English  into  Walloon.  The  derivation 
given  by  some,  that  the  term  Wallchogt  was  derived  from 
the  river  Waal,  the  main  branch  oi  the  Rhine,  in  Holland, 
is  incorrect.  During  the  severe,  thrilling,  and  most  op- 
pressive struggle  with  the  colossal  imperial,  and  papal 
powers,  the  principles  of  the  reformation  became  consider- 
ably extended  in  the  Southern  as  well  as  the  Northern 
Netherlands,  and  the  blood  of  thousands  was  shed  in  tes- 
timony to  them.  Under  the  severity  of  the  persecutions, 
many  fled  to  England,  in  the  times  of  Edward  the  Sixth 
and  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Belgium,  during  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries, 
was  the  great  mart  for  trade  and  manufactures  in  Europe, 
and  reached  a  prosperity  from  which  she  afterwards  great- 
ly declined.  These-  refugees  being  among  the  leading 
artisans,  and  settling  at  London,  Norwich,  &c,  carried 
with  them  their  arts,  and  gave  the  first  impetus  to  the 
manufactures  of  Great  Britain.  At  the  same  time  there 
were  refugees,  induced  by  like  causes,  from  the  Northern 
Provinces  of  Holland.  When  in  157.9  the  seven  Northern 
Provinces  united  in  the  league  of  Utrecht,  and  declared 
their  independence,  and  when  the  Spanish,  and  Papal 
powers  crushed  the  Reformation  in  Belgium,  thousands  of 
Walloons  and  Flemings  settled  in  Holland.  This  gave 
rise  to  the  Walloon  Churches  in  Holland,  which  furnish 
so  fair  a  page  in  ecclesiastical  history,  and  which  have 
produced  so  many  eminent  men.  The  Walloons  are  to 
be  distinguished  from  the  Huguenot  Refugees,  who  came 
directly  from  France  during  the  persecutions  in  the  times 
of  the  Reformation,  and  after  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of 
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N  tmct,  although  assimilated  to  them,  and  blending  with 
them  in  Church  Communion.  I  lately  received  a  volume 
ft  v  m!y  written  by  a  distinguished  Christian  civilian  at 
Amsterdam,  entitled  *'  The  History  of  the  French  Refugees  in 
Holland"  giving  an  interesting  account  of  the  character 
and  labors  of  the  most  eminent  amonsf  them.  It  is  the 
great  praise  of  Holland,  that  she  early  gave  an  illustration 
of  the  principles  of  free  government  in  a  fairer  and  more 
striking  form  than  had  been  before  exhibited.  Her  feder- 
al system  was  a  fair  type  of  our  own  federal  union,  and 
the  spirit  she  displayed  was  one  of  tolerance  and  liberali- 
ty fir  more  than  was  displayed  elsewhere.  The  free  ex- 
ercise of  worship  and  civil  immunities  were  granted  to 
Roman  Catholics,  who  had  shortly  before  labored  to  exter-» 
mi n ate  them.  The  Jews,  who  before  had  found  no  resting 
pl.u'e  for  their  feet  in  Europe,  had  a  sure  and  abiding 
place  furnished  to  them,  and  the  persecuted  through  re- 
iiginusand  other  causes  from  different  countries,  found  an 
asylum  among  them.  Circumstances  connected  with 
colonial  dependence,  slowness  of  growth,  and  embarrass- 
ing oreumsiances  from  around,  prevented  the  full  devel- 
< ■•;  corn!  <»f  tho^e  principles  here,  which  had  taken  root, 
<  .  i  flourished  in  the  Father  Land.  Yet,  who  that  reads 
v<  h>rt  and  imperfect  annals  of  the  colony  of  New 
V<  l  he  Hand  s,  does  not  find  evidence,  in  the  very  difficulties 
that  occurred,  of  the  operation  of  these  principles  ;  and  as 
he  views  the  character  displayed,  the  part  acted,  and  the 
tniluerjce  exerted  by  their  descendants,  he  will  feel  that 
nieh  fruit  must  have  sprung  from  a  good  root.  Many  of 
J  he  old  Long  Island  families  still  residing  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Wailthogt  on  Long  Island,  testify  their  Walloon  or 
\  n  nch  origin  by  their  names,  such  as  Mcrserole,  Durycc, 
/.  y  M-cr,  Debewis,  Consehjea,  Sfc9  in  some  of  which  the  or- 
H  'graphy  is  slightly  changed.  Doubtless  there  were  some 
kS  allooua  scattered  among  the  different  settlements  in 
"  <)Jf«nt  emigrations  from  Holland,  as  we  find  many 
ft* me i  either  of  Walloon  or  Huguenot  origin,  among  the 
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early  settlers,  and   in  some  instances  where  the  lineage 
can  be  traced,  they  are  found  to  be  of  Walloon  origin. 

As  being  in  a  degree  assimilated,  a  second  source  of 
early  settlement,  to  some  small  extent,  may  be  noticed, 
viz:  the  Waldexses,  exiled  from  die  valley  of  Piedmont. 
The  history  of  these  Christians,  the  precursors  of  the  Re- 
formation, so  long  and  severely  persecuted  during  the 
middle  ag?s,  is  well  known,  standing  prominent  on  the 
page  of  history.  We  have  evidence  that  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  Governor  Stuyvesant,  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  these  oppressed  and  exiled  Waldenses  became 
settlers  in  the  New  Netherlands.  About  the  vear  1650, 
and  subsequently,  the  reigning  Duke  of  Savoy  renewed 
the  war  of  persecution  with  increased  severity  against 
these  French  Waldenses  in  Piedmont,  threatening  the 
loss  of  life  as  well  as  property,  as  the  result  of  refusing 
an  open  renunciation  of  their  faith.  Thus  they  were 
either  crushed  at  home,  or  forced  to  wander  forth  as 
exiles  in  their  poverty.  Such  was  the  extent  of  their  suf- 
ferings, that  the  sympathy  of  the  reformed  churches  in 
Europe  led  to  collections  and  cflbrts  in  their  behalf.  In 
1655  and  1656,  the  Reformed  Church  of  Holland  collec- 
ted two  hundred  thousand  guilders,  or  eighty  thousand 
dollars  for  their  relief.  It  was  at  this  time,  that  Oliver 
Cromwell  interposed  his  powerful  influence  with  the 
courts  of  Europe  for  their  protection,  and  that  Milton 
wrote  one  of  his  most  beautiful  sonnets  on  the  oppressed 
Waldenses.  In  1656,  the  branch  of  the  West  India  Com- 
pany, called  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam,  to  whom  the 
care  of  Manhattan  Island  and  its  vicinity  had  been  as- 
signed, transferred  that  charge  to  the  municipal  authority 
of  the  City  of  Amsterdam,  who  undertook  to  foster  its 
interests  and  promote  colonization,  in  hope  of  a  profitable 
remuneration.  Wa<rcnarr,  in  the  fifth  volume  of  his  "  His- 
tory of  the  City  of  Amsterdam,"  states  that  in  that  very 
year  1656  a  large  number  of  Vaudois,  or  French  Walden- 
ses from  Piedmont,  took  refuge  in  Holland,  and  that  three 
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}  an  bed  of  them  were,  at  their  desire,  furnished  with 
I  ^■i<t  and  forwarded  to  the  Colony  of  New  Netherlands. 
pome  others  followed  afterwards.  It  is  probable  that  a 
number  of  these  settled  on  Staten  Island,  and  some  re- 
trained in  the  city.  There  will  be  found  extracts  from 
the  records  of  the  Council  of  the  City  of  Amsterdam,  re- 
lating to  these  Waldenses,  among  the  papers  brought  by 
Mr.  Brodhead  from  Holland.  In  the  record  of  Church 
members  belonc-ino:  to  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of 
tbe  City  of  New  York,  a  number  of  French  names  entered 
immediately  subsequent  to  1656,  to  some  of  whom  a  note 
is  appended  "  dismissed  to  the  French  Church. "  The 
organization  of  the  French  Church  took  place  many  years 
afterwards.  At  this  time,  Samuel  Drisius  was  one  of  the 
ministers  of  the  Church  at  New  Amsterdam.  He  had 
Wen  called  in  1651  as  a  colleague  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Me- 
jppolensis.  He  was  selected  on  account  of  his  know- 
ledge of  the  English  and  French,  as  well  as  Dutch  lan- 
guages, (having  been  settled  as  minister  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  in  London,)  that  he  might  be  useful  to  the 
Kn>?Vish  or  French  visiting  or  resident  there.  I  have  in 
my  h.tjids,  tetters  from  Mr. Drisius,  dated  in  1659 and  1661, 
Atltifessed  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  referring  to  the 
French  Hitlers  on  Staten  Island.  In  the  letter  of  1661, 
i.'-  *peuks  of  his  crossing  the  bay  once  a  month  to  spend 
a  Sabbath,  and  preach  to  the  French  Vaudois,  expressly 
terming  them  Vaudois.  Mr.  Disosway,  in  his  article 
on  the  Huguenots,  in  the  Methodist  Quarterly  Review, 
*p<*ak$  of  the  Huguenot  settlers  on  Staten  Island,  and 
dates  the  settlement  no  further  back  than  1675.  Doubt- 
kss  there  were  at  subsequent  periods  settlements  made 
by  Huguenots  on  Staten  Island,  but  the  above  seems  to 
give  definite  proof,  that  there  were  a  number  of  French 
fcumlies  there  as  early  as  1659,  and  these  were  Vaudois, 
fcfr  French  Waldenses  from  the  vallies  of  Piedmont. 

I  be  main  source,  however,  of  the  early  settlements,  was 
Ukj  Hollanders  by  birth  and  descent.     These  of  course 
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constituted  the  very  great  majority  in  the  process  of  colo- 
nial growth  under  the  Dutch  Government,  The  trading 
and  military  posts,  &c,  attracted,  as  in  all  similar  cases, 
a  class  which  does  not  cave  a  lair  view  of  the  standard  of 
their  country's  character.  But  enough,  and  more  than 
enough,  of  historical  reminiscences  are  found  to  the  worth 
and  standing  of  the  leading  settlers  of  New  Amsterdam, 
and  the  gradually  advancing  agricultural  settlements  in 
its  vicinity,  to  their  simplicity,  steadiness  and  honesty, 
their  reverent  regard  for  religion,  and  their  practical  good 
sense.  The  first  agricultural  settlement  in  the  colonic  of 
Rensselaerwyck,  was  made  in  IGoO,  and  the  colonists  in- 
creased from  year  to  year.  The  peculiarity  of  the  feudal 
tenure  and  jurisdiction  attached  to  the  grant  of  the  colony 
to  the  patroon,  formed  a  sort  of  impcrium  in  imperio,  and 
was  the  source  of  some  embarrassment  in  the  government 
of  New  Netherlands.  A  large  proportion  of  the  emigrants 
first  brought  out  under  the  auspices  of  the  Patroon,  were 
doubtless  from  the  humble  laboring  classes,  who  settled 
as  quiet  agriculturalists.  After  the  arrival  of  Governor 
Stuyvesant,  the  increase  was  more  rapid,  and  the  colo- 
nists that  arrived,  of  a  more  substantial  character.  The 
first  settlements  gradually  and  slowly  expanded  in  their 
immediate  neighborhood,  anil  new  agricultural  settle- 
ments were  made,  from  1G-50  to  1G00,  at  King-ion,  Cats- 
kill,  Kinderhook,  Schenectady,  &c.  The  surrender  of 
the  colony  to  the  British,  took  place  in  1GG1.  Provision 
was  made  by  the  West  India  Company,  and  also  in  the 
articles  of  privileges  of  the  Patroons,  for  sending  with  the 
colonists  a  school  master  and  a  minister,  selected  and 
commissioned  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  We  find 
that  careful  attention  was  paid  to  this  when  forming  their 
infant  settlements.  Therefore,  the  claim  sometimes  made 
in  behalf  of  the  Puritans,  as  if  it  were  peculiar  and  dis- 
tinguishing to  them  that  they  brought  with  them  the 
church  and  the  school  house,  must  be  denied,  so  far  as  it 
is  exclusive,  and  merit  must  be  equally  divided  by  them 
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with  our  Dutch  and  Huguenot  forefathers.  In  every 
Dutch  family  there  w;  s  found  a  large  brazen-clasped 
bible,  either  originally  brought  from  the  Fatherland  by 
i/.f  emigrants,  and  handed  down  as  an  heir  loom  in  the 
fimilv,  or  else  specially  ordered  from  Holland. 

Another  source,  from  which  our  earlier  settlements 
were  derived,  was  the  Huguenots  of  France,  and  it  is  one 
to  which  we  must  ever  advert  with  pleasure.  Every  one 
who  has  read  the  history  of  their  struggles  and  oppres- 
sions in  their  own  land,  marked  the  noble  traits  of  char- 
acter which  they  cherished  and  displayed,  observed  the 
high  respect  in  which  they  were  held,  and  the  happy  in- 
fluence they  exercised  in  the  various  countries  where  in 
their  exile  and  dispersion  they  found  their  refuge  and 
abode,  will  hold  their  memory  in  special  honor.  Doubt- 
leas  there  were  many  French  Huguenots,  either  of  those 
domesticated  in  Holland  or  coming  directly  from  France, 
who  arrived  and  settled  in  the  colony  under  the  Dutch 
Government.  On  passing  over  the  records  of  the  Re- 
formed Dutch  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York,  I  per- 
< «  :vr,  at  a  very  early  period,  such  names  as  Deforeest, 
ihla  Montague,  J'crmihjc,  §'c,  which  in  their  families  have 
always  been  claimed  as  of  direct  Huguenot  origin;  and 
\u* -!i  onward,  such  names  as  Gabry, Bayard, Mienville,  Cons- 
weir,  Lamp,  Goclct,  fyc.  fyc,  some  of  whom  sustained  impor- 
tant jx>sts  of  trust  and  honor  in  the  colony.  The  refer- 
ence to  this  source,  however,  has  respect  to  two  interest- 
ing Huguenot  settlements  after  the  colony  passed  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain.  One  was  previous  to 
Ute  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes,  on  the  banks  of  the 
"  allkill  in  Ulster  County,  by  Huguenots  from  the 
tooth  of  France,  the  other,  after  the  revocation  of  the 
edict  of  Nantes,  at  New  Rochelle,  in  Westchester  County, 
hv  Huguenots  from  the  west  of  France. 

•  time  between  the  years  1665  and  1670,  a  number 

:  "  Reformed  Christians  or  Huguenots,  left  the  south 
<«  i  ranee,  resolved  to  seek  another  abode  for  the  unmo- 
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lested  enjoyment  of  their  religious  faith  and  worship. 
They  were  men  of  honorable  standing  and  considerable 
cultivation,  and  it  is  said  that  cno  was  allied  to  a  titled 
family.  They  first  took  their  residence  in  the  Palatinate, 
in  Germany,  of  which  Heidelberg  is  the  capital,  and 
where  the  Reformed  branch  o[  the  Protestant  Church 
prevailed.  They  remained  there  a  year  or  two,  and  then, 
probably  with  their  \iews  directed  to  the  New  World, 
went  to  Holland,  and  remained  there  for  a  season,  enjoy- 
ing intimate  and  pleasant  intercourse  with  their  reformed 
brethren.  They  migrated  to  America,  as  far  as  can  now 
be  ascertained,  between  1671  and  167a,  probably  at  dif- 
ferent times,  and  remained  a  short  season  in  New  York. 
I  find  in  our  baptismal  records  in  New  York,  some  en- 
tries which  indicate  their  presence  here  in  that  time. 
They  went  up  the  North  River,  and  located  temporarily 
at  Wiltwyk,  or  Esopus,  now  Kingston,  where  they  re- 
mained about  two  veers  in  friendly  communion  with  the 
residents  there,  cultivating  the  free  use  of  the  Low  Dutch 
language,  some  knowledge  of  which  they  had  gained 
while  in  Holland.  An  interesting  incident  in  Providence, 
needless  to  detail  here,  led  them  to  select  their  spot  for 
permanent  settlement.  In  1077,  a  patent  was  obtained 
for  a  considerable  tract  of  land  in  the  name  of  twelve  of 
their  number.  Among  these  are  Abraham  Ilasbroucq, 
Louis  Dubois,  Louis  Bevier,  Christian  Dcyo,  Simon  Lefever, 
Hugo  Freer,  Antoine  dispell,  tU\,  which  names  are  all 
preserved  in  the  same  field,  and  extensively  branched 
forth  around.  In  remembrance  of  their  pleasant  places 
of  temporary  abode  in  Europe,  after  they  left  their  own 
land,  they  named  the  place  New  J'altz,  alter  the  Palat- 
inate in  Germany,  always  called  by  Germans  and  Low 
Dutch,  de  Paltz,  and  the  fine  river  on  the  margin  of 
which  they  settled,  JVallkill,  after  the  River  Waal,  the 
main  branch  of  the  Rhine  in  Holland.  It  has  been  re- 
marked that  the  old  buildings  in  the  place,  some  of  which 
still  remain,  were,  like  the  old   farm   houses  at  New  Ro- 
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chelle,  in  the  form  of  the  old  farm  houses  in  Frakce- 
Thev  were  men  of  religious  faith,  feelings,  and  habits.  I 
haxe  seen  their  church  records.  The  first  entries  are  in 
l he  French  language,  which  soon  gave  way  to  the  Low 
Dutch.  There  are  still  to  be  found  some  of  the  old 
French  family  bibles,  of  the  large  Geneva  edition,  brought 
over  by  the  first  emigrants. 

With  these  extended  remarks  on  the  Huguenots  of  New 
Paltz,  I  feel  myself  prevented  from  saying  much  on  the 
Huguenot  settlement  at  New  Rochelle,  so  full  of  interest, 
but  it  is  more  prominent  in  the  public  mind,  as  its  char- 
acter and  history  have  been  more  frequently  alluded  to. 
It  was  after  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes,  and  the 
capture  and  sacking  of  Rochelle,  endeared  to  them  as 
their  fortress  in  past  seasons  of  trial,  that  a  large  number 
of  refugees  came  to  America  and  settled  in  different  parts. 
A  company  from  Rochelle  and  its  neighborhood,  selected 
a  place  in  Westchester  County,  and  named  it  after  their 
beloved  Rochelle.  The  character  of  these  Huguenots 
may  be  appreciated  as  we  trace  their  names  in  their  de* 
sc  end  ants,  as  Jay,  Pintard,  Carow,  Boudinot,  Guion,  Sec. 
As  an  evidence  of  the  simplicity  of  their  faith  and  the 
strength  of  their  religious  feelings,  I  cannot  but  recur  to 
a  circumstance  which  I  heard  stated  by  the  late  venera- 
ble John  Pintard,  one  of  their  descendants.  When  they 
settled  at  New  Rochelle,  they  went  to  New  York,  more 
than  twenty  miles  distant,  to  join  their  countrymen  there 
in  the  worship  of  the  sanctuary.  After  the  toils  of  the 
week  and  of  the  day,  they  united  towards  Saturday 
evening  in  forming  their  march,  most  frequently  on  foot, 
and  reached  New  York  towards  midnight,  singing  cheer- 
tally  by  tiie  way  Clement  Marat's  Psalms.  After  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Sabbath,  they  broke  their  rest  at  midnight, 
look  up  their  return  march,  again  singing  Clement 
Mann's  psalms,  and  in  the  morning  resumed  the  toil- 
■  *ne  labors  of  the  new  settlement.  I  have  been  impress- 
ed, in  adverting  to  the  history   of  our  Reformed   Dutch 
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Church  in  America,  with  the  affinity  and  sympathy  which 
existed  with  our  Dutch  ancestors  and  the  Hu&uenot  emi- 
grants  here.  It  has  been  already  stated,  that  as  early  as 
1651,  a  minister  was  called  with  the  express  condition 
that  he  should  be  able  to  preach  in  the  French  language 
also.  I  find  that  immediately  after  the  influx  of  Huguenot 
emigrants,  after  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes,  the 
offer  of  the  use  of  the  church  for  worship  on  a  stated  por- 
tion of  the  Sabbath  was  made  by  the  Consistory  of  the 
Dutch  Church;  that  Peter  Daille,  formerly  Huguenot  min- 
ister at  Boston,  ministered  to  them  for  a  time,  statedly  ; 
and  that  not  only  was  the  sympathy  of  our  Dutch 
Churches  expressed  in  this  manner,  but  by  seasonable  and 
effectual  aid  in  promoting  their  temporal  welfare.  After 
some  time,  a  distinct  French  Protestant  Church  was  or- 
ganized, and  a  small  building  erected  in  Marketfield  Street, 
which  gave  wray  to  the  well  remembered  French  Church 
in  Pine  Street,  built  in  1701.  Few  portions  of  the  recol- 
lections of  our  early  settlements  in  the  United  Stntcs,  are 
more  interesting  than  those  of  the  Huguenots,  some  at  an 
early  period  in  Massachusetts,  those  in  New  York,  and 
those  planted  in  Virginia  and  South  Carolina,  in  the  close 
of  the  seventeenth,  and  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth 
centuries.  Will  not  some  descendant  of  the  Huguenots 
gather  up  the  fragments  of  documents  and  traditions,  so 
that  nothing  be  lost?  Fairly  and  brightly  are  the  names 
of  many  of  them  inscribed  on  the  pages  of  our  history, 
as  those  of  Jay,  Laurens,  Boudinot,  Bow  Join,  I  lugcr,  Ma- 
rion, Legare,  8fc. 

At  the  transfer  of  the  Colony,  in  1664,  the  towns  in 
what  is  now  Suffolk  County,  settled  at  an  early  period 
by  the  Puritans  which  had  been  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Colony  of  New  Haven,  were  attached  to  the  Colony 
of  New  York.  Some  settlements  by  the  English,  both 
from  New  England  and  directly  from  England,  had  been 
formed  in  Queens  and  Westchester  Counties  during  the 
Dutch  Colonial  Government.     These   experienced  a  lib- 
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cral  policy  from  the  Dutch  government  in  civil  matters, 
ami  their  infant  churches  received  sympathy  and  aid  from 
their  Dutch  neighbors.  At  the  surrender,  only  a  few  of 
the  Dutch  residents  returned  to  Holland,  and  with  these 
solitary  exceptions,  they  remained  quiet,  and  peaceable 
subjects,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
secured  to  them  by  the  liberal  terms  of  the  surrender. 
The  emigration  from  Holland  was  afterwards  quite  small, 
and  very  occasional.  There  were  indeed  emigrants, 
from  Holland,  who  extended  the  settlements  along  the 
Hackensack  and  Passaic  Rivers  in  New  Jersey,  and 
also  some  who  joined  themselves  to  those  on  Long  Island, 
and  along  the  North  River.  But  the  enlargement  and 
extension  in  the  Dutch  settlements  arose  mainly  from  the 
natural  increase,  and  these  settlements  spread  gradually 
along  the  range  of  the  margin  of  the  North  River,  along 
the  Rosendale  and  Wallkill,  in  Ulster  County,  and  along 
the  valley  of  the  Mohawk,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seven- 
teenth, and  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

After  the  surrender  of  the  colony  to  Great  Britain, 
a  strong  tide,  and  new  kind  of  immigration  took  place. 
The  new  civil  and  military  organization  was  follow- 
ed by  numerous  Englishmen  with  their  families,  seek- 
ing their  residence  here,  first  in  the  principal  towns, 
and  vicinity,  and  afterwards  penetrating  further  into 
the  country.  This  source  of  increase  became  more  and 
more  enlarged.  Gradually,  after  a  series  of  years,  by 
intermarriage  between  leading  families,  the  Dutch,  Hu- 
guenot, and  British,  became  considerably  interlinked. 
The  Dutch  continued  for  a  long  time  to  preponderate, 
not  only  in  numbers,  but  in  wealth  and  influence,  and 
it  is  believed,  continued  to  preponderate  over  any 
other  single  source  until  the  revolutionary  war.  In 
1710,  the  immigration  of  the  German  Palatines  com- 
menced, and  soon  after  settlements  were  made  by  them 
in  Livingston  Manor,  the  northern  parts  of  Ulster  and 
Dutchess  Counties,  the  upper  part  of  the  valley  oi  the 
Mohawk,  and  the  valley  of  the  Schoharie.     The  peacea- 
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ble  disciples  of  George  For,  first  found  at  Flushing  and 
vicinity,  penetrated  into  the  interior  of  Westchester  and 
Dutchess.  The  Scotch  and  Irish  Presbyterians  made 
settlements  in  Orange  County,  in  what  is  now  Washing- 
ton County,  and  Cherry  Valley.  The  increase  from  the 
neighboring  New  England,  during  the  centuiy  following 
the  capitulation,  was  small,  mainly  coniincd  to  the  east- 
ern part,  bordering  upon  it,  This  very  brief  and  imper- 
fect view  of  the  progress  of  the  settlements  after  the  sur- 
render in  1664,  is  sriven  to  show  how  lone:  continued  was 
the  preponderance  of  the  descendants  of  the  early  settlers 
in  numbers,  character,  and  influence.  When  we  careful- 
ly read  the  annals  of  our  state,  and  trace  her  legislative 
history,  we  shall  find  among  the  steady  and  able  advo- 
cates of  constitutional  liberty,  and  resisters  of  arbitrary 
enactions,  the  descendants  of  the  early  settlers,  prominent 
among  them  the  sons  of  the  Huguenots,  and  the  Dutch. 
An  array  of  names  in  civil,  military,  and  professional  life, 
of  earlier  and  later  generations,  might  be  exhibited  in  tes- 
timony of  their  tried  worth  and  sterling  character. 

It  may  be  felt  that  some  of  the  preceding  remarks 
show  the  partiality  which  a  fond  regard  to  ancestry  is 
apt  to  inspire.  Conscious  of  exposure  to  such  influence, 
an  impartial  estimate  has  been  aimed  at.  Born  and 
brought  up  in  Ulster  County,  I  am  on  my  paternal  side 
descended  from  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Kingston,  in 
1655,  whose  farm  has  been  lineally  handed  down  in  the 
family  to  the  present,  and  on  my  mother's  side,  (who  was 
a  Hasbrouck,)  from  one  of  the  first  Huguenot  settlers  at 
New  Paltz.  This  brought  me  into  wide  contact,  in  my 
earlier  day,  with  neighborhoods  and  families.  The  im- 
pressions of  those  days  are  often  vividly  recalled,  and 
reflection  has  strengthened  the  conviction  of  the  generally 
pervading  excellence  of  their  traits  of  character.  Promi- 
nent was  simplicity  and  integrity.  Their  yea  was  yea, 
and  their  nay,  nay.  The  Hollanders  have  been  viewed 
as  inclined  to  obstinacy.  In  some  circumstances,  and 
with  certain  tendencies,  the  charge  may  be   applicable 
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but  in  the  classes  with  which  I  was  conversant,  the 
.  ,  r  icier  was  found  unfolded  in  a  sincerity  of  conviction. 
Xnd  integrity  of  purpose  not  yielding  to  change  of  cir- 
cumstances, or  the  solicitations  of  interest  and  policy,  and 
blended  with  the  best  charities  of  the  heart.  There 
was  found  in  them,  what  those  who  looked  at  a  distance 
could  not  apprehend  or  appreciate,  a  strength  of  love  of 
kindred,  and  of  neighborly  kindness.  Often  did  I  witness 
the  pains,  and  frequency  with  which  kindred,  though  in 
distant  grades  of  relationship,  took  to  visit  each  other,  and 
the  cordiality  with  which  these  visits  were  improved  and 
enjoyed.  Frequent  were  the  little  neighborhood  re-unions, 
and  fireside  converse,  which  tended  to  clasp  the  links, 
and  brighten  the  chain  of  friendship,  far  better  than 
the  crowded,  fashionable  displays  of  the  present  day,  in 
which  domestic  feeling  is  readily  dissipated. 

Dicdrich  Knickerbocker's  fanciful  History  of  New 
York,  by  a  caricatured  view  of  the  traits  and  manners 
of  the  early  Dutch,  has  given  rise  to  prevailing  impres- 
tions,  which  do  injustice  to  them.  The  well  known 
author,  who  has  shed  honor  upon  his  countiy,  and  who 
u;li  ever  he  honored  by  his  countrymen,  would  be  the 
bug  u>  call  in  question  the  substantial  wrorth  and  valuable 
tfjiii^  of  the  early  Dutch  settlers.  His  work,  designed 
u*  a  piece  of  humor,  of  which  it  is  a  fine  specimen,  and 
having  gained  wide  currency  for  entertainment,  has  ex- 
tensively lodged  convictions  more  difficult  to  eradicate 
than  to  produce,  so  that  it  will  not  be  easy  to  remove  the 
L?hs  which  the  pencil  of  humor  has  drawn,  and  exhibit 
the  true  and  faithful  lineaments  of  the  portrait.  There 
can  be  nowhere  found  so  just  a  view  of  the  manners  and 
habits  of  the  olden  time  in  the  Dutch  settlements  as  in 
the  "  Memoirs  of  an  American  Lady,"  by  Mrs.  Grant,  of 
La^rgan,  I  would  also  refer  to  a  paper  read  before  this 
s  *;•*:>*  by  one  of  our  most  valuable  members,  Charles  F* 
/»  §mm%  Esq.,  and  published,  giving,  it  is  believed,  a  very 
iaajaful  sketch  of  the  traits  and  manners  of  the  descen- 
0*t*li  ot  the  early  settlers  of  our  state  in  its  colonial  or 
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ante-revolutionarv  period.  I  deem  it  proper  before  I 
close,  to  allude   to  the  u History  of  New  Netherlands  by 

Dr.  O'Callaghan,  one  volume  of  which  has  been  published, 
and  the  second  is  in  the  course  oi  publication.  While 
this  service  had  been  neglected  by  the  sons  of  the  Hol- 
landers, the  author,  who  is  a  sen  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  com- 
ing among  us,  directed  his  attention  to  our  colonial  his- 
tory, and  soon  had  his  interest  deeply  enlisted.  He 
made  himself  acquainted  with  the  Low  Dutch  language, 
explored  the  voluminous  documents  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  searched  the  papers  in  the  Renssel- 
aerwyck  Mansion  House,  and  industriously  drew  infor- 
mation frcm  other  sources.  At  this  time  the  valuable 
documents  obtained  by  Mr.  B  rod  head,  irom  the  Ar- 
chives at  the  Hague,  were  deposited  in  the  Secretary's 
office.  He  was  thus  enabled  to  procure,  arrange,  and 
condense  an  amount  of  materials  beyond  what  was  an- 
ticipated. So  far  as  the  work  is  already  before  the  pub- 
lic, there  is  every  evidence  that  he  has  performed  it  care- 
fully and  faithfully,  and  is  entitled  to  the  patronage  of 
our  citizens.  While  this  work  gives  the  fdling  up  of  the 
current  of  events  in  the  public  history,  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  so  little  has  been  handed  down  in  the  way  of  nar- 
rative, private  manuscripts,  &c,  to  lead  us  into  the  interi- 
or of  social  and  domestic  life.  Yet  that  little,  combined 
with  traditionary  remembrances,  and  the  reminiscences 
of  some,  now  in  the  autumn  of  life,  will  prompt  the  appli- 
cation to  our  Dutch  and  Huguenot  ancestors,  as  indicative 
of  their  d'omestic  spirit  and  habits,  and  their  reverence  for 
religion,  the  motto  pro  arisctfocis. 

The  memory  of  the  great  and  good  in  all  parts  of  our 
countrv,  and  descended  through  different  channels  of 
ancestry,  should  be  deemed  our  common  property,  and 
no  exclusiveness  of  claims  should  be  allowed.  None  can 
more  highly  estimate  than  myself  the  memory  of  the  Pu- 
ritans for  their  sterling  traits  of  character,  and  the  impor- 
tant influence  they  exerted  on  the  promotion  of  constitu- 
tional liberty  and  of  public  and  private  virtue.     None  can 
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n  n  cordially  appreciate  the  worth  of  William  Term 
M>J  ihc  Friends,  who  have  practically  exemplified  that 
•«  wisdom  "  (in  the  spirit  and  arts  of  peace)  "  is  better  than 
weapons  of  war."  Similar  views  might  be  taken  of  other 
fields  in  the  Union.  But  New  YorJc  is  our  own  field.  In 
its  present  important  and  commanding  position,  and  in 
the  consideration  of  its  interesting  annals,  both  while  a 
colony  and  a  state,  it  presents  a  most  Important  field.  It  is 
ihc  province  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  careful- 
ly to  guard,  and  diligently  to  cultivate  it.  It  should  be 
our  constant  aim  and  labor  to  collect,  preserve,  and  ex- 
hibit the  memorial  of  all  her  sons  in  the  whole  course  of 
our  history,  who  have  contributed  to  the  honor  and  wel- 
fare of  our  state,  and  our  country,  from  whatever 
Kmrcc  of  ancestry  they  may  have  been  derived,  and  to 
collect  with  industry  from  all  quarters,  the  materials  to 
till  up  faithfully,  and  fully,  the  succession  of  her  historical 
annals.  Above  all,  the  society  should  never  forget  to 
place  in  bright  relief,  and  to  cherish  the  memory  of  the 
txirin  utlkrtofour  State. 

On  the  conclusion  of  the  paper,  Professor  Taylor  Lewis 
e&red  ihc  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Ji<*  iW,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to 
lUr  Hov.  Dr.  De  Witt,  for  the  able  and  interesting  paper 
joil  read,  and  that  a  copy  be  requested  for  the  archives  of 
Lac  Society. 

rto£  G.  D.  Abbott  offered  the  following  resolution, 
v  btch  was  adopted  : 

JtesvhiJ,  that  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  take  such 
measures  as  may  be  deemed  expedient,  to  collect  and  pre- 
*<*rvc  in  the  archives  of  the  Society,  any  information,  doc- 
orocnts,  or  memorials,  that  may  be  obtained,  to  illustrate 
use  Huiruenotic  element  in  the  early  settlement  and  history 
d  our  country. 

I  ho  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  the  cominit- 
«*«  '-idor  said  resolution,  viz  :  Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt, 
!*«**£  G,  D.  Abbott,  Joseph  C.  Hart. 
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STATED  MEETING,  MAY  2,  1848. 


The  Hon.  Marshall  S.  Bidwell  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  read  sundry 
letters  received  by  him  since  the  last  meeting.  He  also 
reported,  that  by  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee,  he 
had  informed  Mr.  George  Tappen,  of  Kingston,  under  date 
of  the  20th  ult.,  that  the  MSS.  oiFered  by  him  for  sale  to 
the  Society,  are  held  subject  to  his  order.  He  further 
stated  that  he  had  addressed  to  Mr.  W.  H.  C.  Hosmer,  of 
Avon,  N.  Y.,  a  reply  to  his  communication  to  the  Society, 
of  March  23,  1S4S,  on  the  subject  of  the  fuur  Indian  vil- 
lages in  the  valley  of  the  Genessce,  destroyed  by  De 
Nonville  in  1GSS,  and  describing  certain  relics  recently 
disinterred  in  the  neighborhood  of  Avon. 

The  Librarian  announced  the  additions  to  the  Library 
since  the  last  meeting,  as  follows  : — 

BY  DONATION. 

The  New  Hampshire  Annual  Register  and  United  States  Calendar, 
for  1841,  1S42,  1S45,  1816,  1647  and  1849.  The  two  first  ed- 
ited by  Asa  Fowler,  and  those  subsequent  by  G.  Parker  Lyon, 
—Gift  of  G.  Parker  Lyon,  Esq.  Concord,  N.  H. 
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I*oy!e's  Catalogue,  for  184S,  Part  I. — Gift  of  John  Doyle. 

Nrir  York  Code  of  Procedure.  First  Report  of  the  Commissionf-rs 
r-n  Practice  and  Pleadings. — Gift  of  E.  C.  Benedict,  Esq. 

Seward,  William  H.  Oration  on  the  Death  of  John  Quincy  Adams, 
delivered  before  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  at 
Albany,  on  the  Gth  of  April,  1848.  8vo.  Albany,  1843.— Gift 
ofE.  C.  Benedict,  Esq. 

Lee,  Charles  A.  Catalogue  of  the  Medicinal  Plants,  indigenous 
and  exotic,  growing  in  the  State  of  New  York,  with  a  brief  ac- 
count of  their  composition  and  medical  properties.  8vo.  '  New 
York,  1318. — Gift  of  Henry  Kernot, 

Report  on  the  Alabama,  Florida  and  Georgia  Railroad,  by  T.  But 
ler  King,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.     1848. — Gift  of 
Hon.  D.  S.  Dickinson. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Howison,  U.  S.  Navy,  on  the  coast,  harbors,  &c, 
of  Oregon,  the  result  of  an  examination  in  1846. — Gift  of  Hon. 
F.  A.  Tallmadge. 

Report  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  H.  R.,  on  a  proposed 
series  of  astronomical  observations  on  the  planet  Venus,  during 
the  period  of  her  retrograde  motion,  for  the  more  accurate  deter- 
mination of  the  solar  parallax.  With  the  Correspondence  of 
Professor  Gerling,  of  Germany,  and  distinguished  men  of  science 
in  this  country,  on  the  subject. — Gift  of  Hon.  George  P.  Marsh. 

The  New  Hampshire  Repository  ;  devoted  to  Education,  Literature 
and  Religion.  Conducted  by  the  Faculty  of  Gilmanton  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  Vols.  I.  and  II.  6vo.  Gilmanton,  1345- 
1^47.  [This  work,  after  the  publication  of  six  numbers,  was 
merged  in  the  N.  E.  Hist,  and  Genealogical  Register,  published 
at  Boston.]—  Gift  of  Rev.  William  Cogswell,  D.  D. 

Transactions  of  the  American  Art  Union,  for  the  year  1847.  8vo. 
New  York,  1^48. — Gift  of  Prosper  M.  Welmore. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  New  York  His- 
torical Society,  for  the  year  1847.  25  copies. — Gift  of  Prosper 
M.  IVelmore. 

Brisbane,  W.  H.  An  Eulogium  on  the  Life  and  Character  of  the 
late  Hon.  Thomas  Morris.  8vo.  Cincinnati,  13-15. — Gift  of 
the  Librarian. 

Mar.n,  Horace.  An  Oration  delivered  before  the  authorities  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  July  4,  184?.     3vo.     Boston,  1842. 

^*i^?.  M.  C.  Description  of  the  Water  Power  at  the  Great  Falls 
of  the  Potomac,  with  a  Map.     8vo.     1845. 
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The  Massachusetts  Register  and  United  States  Calendar,  for  1823, 
1S32,  and  1836. — Gift  of  William  A.   Thomas. 

Hopkins,  Samuel.  An  Inquiry  concerning  the  Future  State  of 
those  who  die  in  their  Sins  ;  wherein  the  Dictates  of  Scripture 
and  Reason  upon  this  important  subject  are  carefully  cons'der- 
ed  ;  and  whether  Endless  Punishment  be.  consistent  with  Divine 
Justice,  Wisdom,  and  Goodness  :  in  which,  also,  objections  are 
stated  and  answered.     12mo.     Newport,  17S3. 

Squire,  Francis.  An  Answer  to  some  late  Papers,  entitled  the 
Independent  Whig ;  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  Church  of  Eng- . 
land,  as  by  law  established.     12nm.     New  York,  17o3. 

Hitchcock,  Gad.  Natural  Religion  aided  by  Revelation  and  per- 
fected by  Christianity.  A  Discourse  delivered  in  the  Chapel  of 
the  University  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  Sept.  1,  1779.  (Dudleian 
Lecture.)     8vo.     Boston,  1779. 

Wetmore,  J.  The  Englishman  directed  in  the  choice  of  his  Reli- 
gion :  with  a  Prefatory  Address  to  the  Gentlemen  of  America. 
8vo.     Boston,  1748. 

Piers,  Henry.  Sermon  preached  (in  part)  before  the  Right  Wor- 
shipful the  Dean  of  the  Arches,  and  the  Reverend  the  Clergy  of 
the  Deanery  of  Shoreham,  assembled  in  Visitation  at  Seven- 
Oaks,  in  Kent,  21st  May,  1742.  5th  edit.  8vo.  New  York, 
1766. 

West,  Samuel.  Sermon  preached  before  the  Honorable  Council 
and  the  Honorable  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Colony  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England,  May  29,  1776.  8vo. 
Boston,  1776. 

A  View  of  the  Controversy  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colo, 
nies  ;  including  a  mode  of  determining  their  present  disputes 
finally  and  effectually,  and  preventing  all  future  contentions. 
In  a  Letter  to  the  Author  of  a  Full  Vindication  of  the  Measures 
of  the  Congress  from  the  Calumnies  of  their  Enemies.  By  A. 
W.  Farmer.     8vo.     New  York,   1774. 

Wigglesworth,  Edward.  The  Doctrine  of  Reprobation  briefly 
considered  :  being  the  substance  of  some  lectures  in  Harvard 
College.     8vo.     Boston,  1763. 

Mayhew,  Jonathan.  Popish  Idolatry  ;  A  Discourse  delivered  in 
the  Chapel  of  Harvard  College,  in  Cambridge,  New  England, 
May  8,  1765.     (Dudleian  Lecture.)     Svo.     Boston,  1765. 

An  authentic  and  particular  account  of  the  life  of  Francis  Burden 
Personel,  written  by  himself.     (Executed *at  New  York,  Sept. 
VOL.   VII.  13 
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10,  1773,  for  the  murder  of  Robert  White.)      12mo.     New 
York.  1773. 

An  account  of  the  Li»re  and  Transactions  of  William  Gadesby, 
from  the  age  of  17  to  28,  when  he  received  sentence  of  death, 
21st  Dec,  1790.  Written  by  himself  in  prison.  12mo.  Dub. 
lin,  1791. 

Croswell,  William.     Letter -to  the  Bishop  of  Massachusetts,  occa- 

•    sioned  by  his  iate  letter  to  the  Clergy.     12mo.     Boston,  1845. 

The  Political  Progress  of  Britain,  or  an  impartial  History  of 
Abuses  in  the  Government  of  the  British  Empire  in  Europe, 
Asia,  and  America,  from  the  Revolution  of  1688  to  the  present 
time :  the  whole  tending  to  prove  the  ruinous  consequences  of 
the  popular  system  ot  taxation,  war,  and  conquest.  8vo.  Phil- 
adelphia, 1794. 

Copy  of  the  Stamp  Act.     Printed  by  Gaine,  New  York,  17G5. 

Emott,  James.  Speech  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  12th 
Jan.,  1813,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional  military  force. 
Svo.     New  York,  1813. 

Gleason,  Luther.  An  impartial  Narrative  of  the  trial  of,  before 
the  Congregational  Convention  of  Long  Island,  at  Brookhaven, 
April  13,  1808;  to  which  is  added  a  brief  account  of  said 
Luther  Gleason,  from  the  time  of  his  coming  into  this  part  of  the 
church.     12mo.     Sag  Harbor,  1808. 

Learning,  Jeremiah.  A  defence  of  the  Episcopal  Government  of 
the  Church,  containing  Remarks  on  two  late  noted  Sermons  on 
Presbyterian  Ordination.     Svo.     New  York,  1706. 

Candid  Remarks  on  Dr.  Witherspoon's  Address  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  Jamaica,  and  the  other  West  India  Islands,  &c.  8vo.  Phil- 
adelphia,  1772. 

Dufiie,  Cornelius  R.  Discourse  delivered  before  the  New  York 
Protestant  Episcopal  Missionary  Society,  Jan.  15,  1826.  8vo. 
New  York,  1826. 

Tyng,  Stephen  H.  The  Importance  of  uniting  Manual  Labor  with 
Intellectual  Attainments,  in  a  preparation  for  the  Ministry.  A 
Discourse  preached  at  the  request  of  the  Episcopal  Education 
Society  of  Pennsylvania.     Svo.     Philadelphia,  1830. 

Act  of  Incorporation  of  the  Village  of  Brooklyn,  in  the  County  of 
Kings.     1816. 

An  Essay  on  the  Fall  of  Angels  and  Men  ;  with  Remarks  on  Dr. 
Edwards'  Notion  of  the  Freedom-  of  the  Will  ;  also  a  blow  at 
the  Root  of  Universalism.     8vo.     Boston,  1796. 
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White,  William.  Address  delivered  before  the  Trustees,  Facul- 
ty, and  Students  of  the  General  Theological  Seminary  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States.  8vo.  New 
York,  1824. 

Dialogue  between  an  Episcopalian  and  a  Presbyterian,  on  the  sub- 
ject  of  the  late  meeting  of  some  Episcopalians  at  Mechanic  Hall 
in  the  City  of  New  York.     8vo.     New  York,  1813. 

Muhlenberg,  Wm.  Augustus.  The  Rebuke  of  the  Lord.  A  Ser- 
mon, preached  in  the  Chapel  of  the  Institute  at  Flushing,  L.  I., 
on  the  Sunday  after  the  Great  Fire  in  New  York,  16th  and  17th 
December,  1835.     8vo.     Jamaica,  1835. 

Wilson,  James  R.  The  subjection  of  Kings  and  Nations  to  Mes- 
siah. A  Sermon  preached  6th  Dec,  1819,  in  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  of  New  York.     Svo.     New  York,  1820. 

Noah,  Mordecai  M.  Discourse  delivered  at  the  Consecration  of 
the  Synagogue  of  the  Jews,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  10th 
Nisan,  5578,  corresponding  with  the  17th  April,  18 IS.  8vo. 
New  York,  1818. 

Barber,  John  W.  History  of  the  Armistad  Captives  ;  being  a 
circumstantial  account  of  the  capture  of  the  Spanish  schooner 
Armistad,  by  the  Africans  on  board  ;  their  voyage,  and  capture 
near  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  with  biographical  sketches  of  each  of 
the  surviving  Africans,  Also,  an  account  of  their  trials,  before 
the  District  and  Circuit  Courts  of  Connecticut.  8vo.  New 
Haven,  1840. 

The  Policy  of  the  Nation,  particularly  as  it  respects  a  Navy,  in 
the  present  crisis.     8vo.     Brooklyn,  1814. 

A  Reply  to  Lucius  Junius  Brutus's  Examination  of  the  President's 
Answer  to  the  New  Haven  Remonstrance;  with  an  Appendix, 
containing  the  number  of  Collectors.  Naval  Oificers,  Surveyors, 
District  Attorneys,  and  Marshals,  in  the  U.  S.,  showing  how 
many  incumbents  are  Republicans  and  how  many  are  Feder- 
alists.    By  Leonidas.     Svo.     New  York,  1801. 

Norton,  Jacob.  A  Sermon,  preached  in  Weymouth,  and  in  several 
other  societies  in  the  vicinity,  illustrating  the  duty  of  impenitent 
sinners.     8vo.     Boston,  1803. 

Hobart,  John  Henry.  The  Excellence  of  the  Church.  A  Sermon, 
preached  at  the  Consecration  of  Trinity  Church,  Newark,  New 
Jersey,  21st  May,  1810.     Svo.     New  York.  1S10. 

.     The  United  States  of  America  compared  with  some 

European  Countries,  particularly  England  ;  in  a  Discourse  de- 
livered in  Trinity  Church,  &c.     Svo.     New  York,  1825. 
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liobtrt.  John  Henry.  A  Statement,  addressed  to  Episcopalians  in 
\h-  State  of  New  York,  relative  to  some  recent  events  in  the  Pro- 
tenant  Episcopal  Church  in   the  said  State.     8vo.     New  York, 

A  reply  to  a  Letter  to  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Hobart,  occasioned 
by  the  strictures  on  Bible  Societies,  contained  in  his  late  address 
to  the  Convention  of  New  York.  By  a  Churchman  of  the 
Diocese  of  New  York.  In  a  Letter  to  that  gentleman.  By 
Corrector.     8vo.     New  York,  1823. 

Remarks  on  the  Hon.  John  Jay's  Letter  to  the  Rev.  Cave  Jones  ; 
in  a  Letter  to  a  Friend.     8vo.     New  York,  1812. 

Anthon,  Henry.  The  Wise  and  Faithful  Steward.  A  Sermon, 
preached  in  St.  Stephen's  Church,  New  York,  Sept.  19th,  1830, 
being  the  Sunday  after  the  decease  of  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop 
Hobart.     8vo.     New  York,  1830. 

Onderdonk,  Benjamin  T.  An  Address,  delivered  in  St.  Stephen's 
Church,  New  York,  at  the  funeral  of  the  Rev.  Henry  J.  Fel- 
tus,  D.  D.,  Rector  of  said  Church,  August  25th,  1828.  8vo. 
New  York,  1828. 

A  full  length  Portrait  of  Calvinism.  By  an  Old  Fashioned  Church- 
man.    8vo.     New  Haven,  1809. 

Remarks  on  Dr.  Griffin's  Requisition  for  700,000  Ministers.  8vo. 
N'W  Haven,  1824. 

rjuc«c4in«s  of  the  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
tn  :'.'•  State  of  New  York,  held  in  the  City  of  New  York,  June 
£Mf  ITS."..     6vo.     New  York,  1737. 

A  Letter  from  a  Churchman  to  his  friend  in  New  Haven,  con- 
taining a  few  strictures  on  a  pamphlet  signed  J.  R.  O.  8vo. 
N'.w  Havtn,  1-808. 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Seventh  Convention  of  Delegates 
from  the  Abolition  Societies,  established  in  different  parts  of  the 
United  States,  assembled  at  Philadelphia,  June,  1801.  8vo. 
Philadelphia,  1801. 

D  rr,  Benjamin.  Sermon  preached  in  Trinity  Church,  N.  Y.,  at 
U*e  opening  of  the  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  October  7th,  1830.     8vo.     New  York,  1830. 

U  >*e,  Thomas  Y.     Letter  to  the  Vestry  of  Trinity  Church,  New 

York,   in  answer  to  charges,    &c,   of  Rev.   Mr.  Jones.     8vo. 

New  York,  1811. 

tae  btsstnting  Gentleman's  Answer    to  the  Rev.   Mr.    White's 

lAfw  Letters;  in  which  a  Separation  from  the  Establishment 
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is  fully  justified  ;  the  charge  of  Schism  is  refuted  and  retorted  ; 
and  the  Church  of  England  and  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  are 
impartially  compared,  and  found  to  be  constitutions  of  quite  a 
different  nature.     4th  edition,     bvo.     New  York,  1748. 

Fessenden,  Thomas  Green.  Democracy  Unveiled,  or  Tyranny 
stripped  of  the  garb  of  Patriotism,  2  vols.  12mo.  3d  edition. 
New  York,  1606. 

Mr.  Madison's  War.  A  dispassionate  inquiry  into  the  reasons  al- 
leged by  Mr.  Madison  for  declaring  an  offensive  and  ruinous 
war  against  Great  Britain,  together  with  some  suggestions  as  to 
a  peaceable  and  constitutional  mode  of  averting  that  dreadful 
calamity.  By  a  New  England  Farmer.  8vo.  New  York, 
1812. — The  Preceding  pamphlets,  <$*c,  (48  in  number,)  the 
Gift  of  Henry  Onderdonl:,  Jr.,  of  Jamaica,  L.I. 

The  Radii,  a  newspaper,  published  at  Fort  Plain,  N.  Y.,  and  edited 
by  L.  S.  Backus,  a  Deaf  Mute.  Volumes  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  7, 
nearly  complete. — Gift  of  O.  W.  Morris. 

Maury,  M.  F.  Wind  and  Current  Chart  of  the  North  Atlantic, 
compiled  from  materials  in  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hy- 
drography.- Washington.  Sheets  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  5,  6,  7,  8. — 
Gift  of  the  Author. 

Form  of  Abstract  Log,  for  the  use  of  American  Navigators.  Pre- 
pared by  Lieut.  M.  F.  Maury,  U.  S.  N. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

Copy  of  the  Circular  of  the  American  Legation  at  London,  27 
March,  1848,  announcing  the  death  of  John  Quincy  Adams. — 
Gift  of  John  Romcyn  Brodhead.. 

Napoleon  and  the  Marshals  of  the  empire.  Complete  in  2  vols., 
with  16  steel  portraits  in  military  costume.  12mo.  Philadel- 
phia, 1818.— Gift  of  Rev.  Rvfus  W.  Grisicohl. 

Calhoun,  George  A.  An  Historical  Address  before  the  Church  of 
Christ,  in  North  Coventry,  Conn.,  at  their  first  Centennial  Cel- 
ebration, October  9th,  1345.     8vo.     Hartford,  1846. 

Hawes,  Joel.  Historical  sketches  of  the  First  Church  in  Hartford. 
A  Centennial  Discourse  delivered  in  the  First  Church,  June  26, 
1836.     Svo.     Hartford,  1836. 

Phelps,  Noah  A.  History  of  the  Copper  Mines  and  Newgate 
Prison,  at  Granby,  Conn.  Also,  of  the  Captivity  of  Daniel 
Hayes,  of  Granby,  by  the  Indians,  in  1707.  8vo.  Hartford, 
1845. 
Hawes,  Joel.  An  Address,  delivered  at  the  request  of  the  citizens 
of  Hartford,  on  the  9th  of  November,  1S35;  the  close  of  the 
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trcofiit   Century   from   the   first  settlement  of  the  City.     ftVo. 
Hartford,  1635. 

AnJros  Thomas.     The  Old  JFerssy  Captive,  or  a   Narrative  of  his 

Captivity,  &e.     I8mo.     Boston,  1833, 
Bacon,  Leonard.     Discourse  on  the   early  Constitutional  History 

of  Connecticut,  delivered  before  the  Conn.  Hist.  Soc,  May  17th, 

1843.     8vo.     Hartford,  1843. 
Phelps,  Richard  H.     Newgate  of  Connecticut :  A  History  of  the 

Prison,  its  Insurrection,  Massacre,   &c,     Imprisonment    of  the 

Tories  in  the    Revolution,   die.     3d  edition.     8vo.     Hartford, 

1844. — The  preceding  (7  in  number,)  the  Gift  of  George  Brinley, 

Jr.f  of  Hartford,  Conn. 
Roys,  Auren.     Brief  History  of  the  Town  of  Norfolk,  (Ct.)  from 

1738  to  1844,  &c.     8vo.     New   York,  1847.— Gift  of  George 

Brinley,  Jr.,  Hartford-,  Conn. 
Lithographic  Print.     Republique   Francaise.     Les  Membres   du 

Government     Provisoire,    Portraite     dessines    d'apres  nature, 

A  l'Hotel  de  Ville,  1843.— Gift  of  Wm.  Endicott. 
MS.     An  Aboriginal  map  of  the  present  Territory  of  New  York, 

Drawn  on  vellum.     By  Lansingh  Thurber.     Utica,   1848. — 

Gift  of  Lansingh  Thuiler,  of  Utica. 

BY  PURCHASE. 

Phillippo,  James  M.  Jamaica ;  its  past  and  present  state.  8vo# 
Philadelphia,  1843. 

Cist,  Charles.  Cincinnati  in  1841  :  its  Early  Annals  and  Future 
Prospects.     12mo.     Cincinnati,  1841. 

Howe,  Henry.  Memoirs  of  the  most  eminent  American  Mechan- 
ics ;  also,  Lives  of  distinguished  European  Mechanics,  together 
with  a  collection  of  anecdotes,  descriptions,  &c,  relating  to  the 
mechanic  arts.    With  50  engravings.    12mo.    New  York,  1847. 

Knapp,  Samuel  L.  Female  Biography  ;  containing  notices  of  dis- 
tinguished women  in  different  nations  and  ages.  12mo.  Phil- 
adelphia, 1846. 

Shallus,  Francis.  Chronological  Tables  for  everyday  in  the  year, 
compiled  from  the  most  authentic  documents. 

Brackcnridge,  H.  M.  History  of  the  late  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  containing  a  minute  account  of  the 
various  Military  and  Naval  Operations.  Illustrated  with  plates. 
Sedition.     l2mo.     Baltimore,  1817. 
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Mr.  Benedict,  from  the  executive  committee,  made  a 
report  on  the  nominations  referred  to  that  committee,  re- 
commending the  following  candidates,  who  were  there- 
upon elected  : 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBER. 

John  W.  Knevels,  Fish  kill  Landing. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

Rev.  Milton  Badger,  D.  D. 
William  Miles, 
Cyrus  Lawton. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Crosby,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
audit  the  accounts  of  the  late  Treasurer,  for  the  years 
1846  and  1847,  made  a  report,  with  the  vouchers  and 
papers  which  had  been  submitted  to  the  committee  ;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benedict,  the  said  report  and  accom- 
panying papers  were  referred  to  the  executive  committee. 

Sundry  nominations  were  made  of  new  members,  which 
were  referred  to  the  executive  committee. 

Mr.  Wetmore  called  up  a  proposition,  submitted  by 
him  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  fifth  article  of  the  By-Laws.  The  object  of 
the  proposed  change  being  explained  by  the  mover,  the 
amendment  was  adopted.  The  fifth  article  of  the  By- 
Laws  now  reads  as  follows  : 

44  Annual  Fees  and  Dues. 

"  V.  Each  resident  member  shall  pay,  on  admission, 
an  initiation  fee  of  five  dollars,  and  five  dollars  annually 
as  dues  ;  or,  in  lieu  thereof,  a  life  membership  fee  of  fifty 
dollars,  as  a  commutation  for  all  the  regular  dues  and 
fees:  provided  that  in  all  cases  of  election  after  the  sum- 
mer recess,  the  dues  to  be  charged  to  members  so  elected, 
for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  shall  be  for  six  months 
only,  or  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents." 
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James  II.  Raymond,  Esq.,  then  read  before  the  Society, 
the  following  paper  : — 

Ox  rnorosED  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  ov 
the  United  States,  with  original  unpublished 
Letters  from  distinguished  Statesmen. 

On  the  twelfth  day  of  April,  1S0S,  the  Hon.  James 
HiUhouse,  a  Senator  in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, submitted  to  the  Senate,  a  resolution  proposing 
certain  amendments  to  the  Federal  Constitution,  in  regard 
to  the  mode  of  choosing  Members  of  Congress,  and  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

There  was  much  in  the  measure  proposed  that  was 
novel  and  peculiar,  and  it  excited  considerable  observa- 
tion at  the  time,  and  has  been  the  subject  of  a  great 
variety  of  opinions  among  many  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  our  country.  Having  been  entrusted  with  the 
jH>s<ession  of  several  original  letters  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  addressed  by 
u.uic  of  the  most  prominent  public  men  of  their  time  to 
the  mover  of  the  resolution,  to  which  I  shall  call  your 
attention,  1  have  thought  that  it  might  not  be  unprofitable 
to  pr«  sent  the  subject  to  the  notice  of  this  Society. 

I  purpose  to  ask  your  attention  to  the  proposed  amend- 
rnenis  to  the  Constitution,  embraced  in  the  resolution 
ofiertd  by  Mr.  Hillhouse  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  give  a  summary  sketch  of  the  views  and 
rr;i?<>ns,  which  he  submitted  to  that  body  in  support  of 
hi*  proposition. 

In  connection  with  this,  I  intend  to  exhibit  and  read 
original  and  unpublished  letters  upon  this  subject,  of  the 
Utc  President  Madison,  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Mar- 
shall, of  the  late  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford,  once  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  Cabinet  at  Washington,  and 
MWrworda  a  prominent  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
&u4  oi  our  late  distinguished  and  lamented  fellow-citizen, 
Chancellor  Kent. 
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A  matter  of  sufficient  importance  to  call  forth  elaborate 
and  critical  observations  from  those  whose  names  I  have 
mentioned,  cannot  be  unworthy  of  some  degree  of  atten- 
tion from  us.  In  remarking  upon  this  subject,  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  understood  as  offering  any  opinions  of  my  own, 
as  to  the  wisdom  or  practicability  of  attempting  to  amend 
the  Constitution  according  to  the  plan  under  considera- 
tion. That  ground  has  been  pre-occupied  by  those  whose 
views  and  sentiments  it  docs  not  become  me  to  call  in 
question,  and  whose  opinions  do  not  need  rny  support. 
And  it  is  my  only  duty  to  present  fairly  before  this  Socie- 
ty the  materials  which  have  been  placed  at  my  disposal. 

I  will  first  read  the  resolution  and  the  proposed  amend- 
ments, as  they  were  presented  to  the  Senate. 

Resolved,  hy  the  SenaU  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled,  (two-thirds 
of  both  Houses  concurring,)  That  the  f  llowing  articles  be 
proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  as 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ;  all 
or  any  of  which  articles,  when  ratified  by  three-fourths 
of  the  said  Legislatures,  to  be  valid  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  as  part  of  the  said  Constitution,  viz  : 

Articles  in  addition  to,  and  amendment  of,  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  ok  America,  proposed 
by  Congress,  and  ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States,  pursuant  to  the  ,  fifth  article  of  the 
original  Constitution. 

Article  the  First. 

After  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
composed  of  members  chosen  every  year  by  the  people 
of  the  several  States  :  their  electors  in  each  State  shall 
have  the  qualifications  requisite  for  electors  of  the  most 
numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature;  and  their  term 

VOL.  VI.  14 


100  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

of  service  shall  expire  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  April  in 
each  year. 

Article  the  Second. 

After  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen,  the  Senators  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  chosen  for  three  years,  and  their  term  of  service  shall 
expire  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  April. 

Immediately  after  they  shall  be  assembled,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  first  election,  they  shall  be  divided  as 
equally  as  may  be,  into  three  classes.  The  seats  of  the 
first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  first 
year;  of  the  second  class,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second 
year  ;  and  of  the  third  class,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
third  year :  so  that  one  third  may  be  chosen  every  year. 
Vacancies  to  be  filled  as  already  provided. 

Article  the  Third. 

On  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirteen,  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
appointed,  and  shall  hold  his  office  until  the  expiration  of 
the  first  Tuesday  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen.  And  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  and  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  April,  in  each  succeeding  year,  the  President 
shall  be  appointed,  to  hold  his  office  during  the  term  of 
one  year.     The  mode  of  appointment  shall  be  as  follows  : 

In  presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, each  Senator  belonging  to  the  class  whose  term  of 
service  will  first  expire,  and  constitutionally  eligible  to 
the  office  of  President,  of  which  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives shall  be  the  sole  judges,  and  shall  decide  without 
debate,  shall,  beginning  with  the  first  on  the  alphabet, 
and  in  their  alphabetical  order,  draw  a  ball  out  of  a  box 
containing  the  same  number  of  uniform  balls  as  there 
ihall  be  Senators  present  and  eligible,  one  of  which  balls 
•hall  be  colored,  the  others  white.     The  Senator  who 
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shall  draw  the  colored  ball,  shall  be  President.  A  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  consist  of  a 
member  from  each  State,  to  be  appointed  in  such  manner 
as  the  House  shall  direct,  shall  place  the  balls  in  the  box, 
shall  shake  the  same  so  as  to  intermix  them,  and  shall 
superintend  the  drawing  thereof.  In  case  of  the  removal 
of  the  President  from  office,  or  of  his  death,  resignation, 
or  inability  to  discharge  the  powers  and  duties  thereof,  if 
Congress  be  then  in  session,  or  if  not,  as  soon  as  they  shall 
be  in  session,  the  President  shall,  in  the  manner  before 
mentioned,  be  appointed  for  the  residue  of  the  term.  And 
until  the  disability  be  removed,  or  a  President  be  appoint- 
ed, the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  shall  act  as  President. 
And  Congress  ma}',  by  law,  provide  for  the  case  of  re- 
moval by  death,  resignation,  or  inability  of  the  President, 
and  vacancy  in  the  office,  or  inability  of  the  Speaker  of 
the  Senate  ;  and  such  officer  shall  act  accordingly  until 
the  disability  of  the  President  be  removed,  or  another  be 
appointed. 

The  seat  of  a  Senator  who  shall  be  appointed  as  Pre- 
sident, shall  thereby  be  vacated. 

Article  the  Fourth. 

After  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen,  the  compensation  of  the  President  shall 
not  exceed  fifteen  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

Article  the  Fifth. 

After  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen,  the  office  of  Vice-President  shall 
cease.  And  the  Senate,  on  the  same  day  in  each  year, 
when  the  President  shall  be  annually  appointed,  shall 
choose  a  Speaker;  and  in  the  absence  of  the  Speaker,  or 
when  he  shall  exercise  the  office  of  President,  the  Senate 
shall  choose  a  Speaker  pro  tempore. 

Article  the  Sixth. 

After  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
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dred  and  thirteen,  the  President  shall  nominate,  and  hv 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  and  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  shall  appoint  Ambassadors, 
other  public  Ministers,  and  Consuls,  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  United  States 
whose  appointments  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided 
for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law.  But  Con- 
gress may,  by  law,  vest  the  appointment  of  such  officers 
as  they  think  proper,  in  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  ;  and  of  the  inferior 
officers  in  the  Presideat  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in 
the  heads  of  departments.  But  no  law  vesting  the  power 
of  appointment  shall  be  for  a  longer  term  than  two  years. 
All  proceedings  on  nominations  shall  be  with  closed  doors, 
and  without  debate  ;  but  information  of  the  character  and 
qualifications  of  the  person  nominated  shall  be  received. 

Article  the  Seventh. 

After  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen,  the  President  shall  have  power  to  fdl 
all  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress,  by  granting  commissions,  which  shall  expire  at  the 
end  of  their  next  session.  No  removal  from  office  shall 
take  ptace  without  the  consent  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives.  But  Congress  may,  by  law,  authorize 
the  removal,  by  the  same  power  as  may,  by  law,  be  au- 
thorized to  make  the  appointment.  But  in  every  case  of 
misconduct  in  office,  where  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  or 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  shall  be  ne- 
cessary to  a  removal,  the  President,  during  the  recess  of 
Congress,  may  suspend  the  officer,  and  make  a  temporary 
appointment  of  a  person  to  exercise  the  office,  until  the 
next  meeting  of  Congress,  and  until  a  decision  can  be  had 
by  the  Senate,  or  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, as  the  case  may  be,  on  a  question  for  the  removal 
o1  the  officer  suspended.  All  proceedings  respecting 
removal  from  office  shall  be  had  without  debate,  upon  the 
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information  and  reasons  which  shall  be  communicated  by 
the  President,  and  with  closed  doors. 

This  resolution  was  seconded  by  the  Hon.  Wm.  H. 
Crawford,  Senator  from  Georgia,  and  was  printed  by 
order  of  the  Senate.  Shortly  afterwards,  Mr.  Hillhouse 
resigned  his  seat  in  that  body,  to  assume  the  management 
of  the  school-fund  of  the  State  of  Connecticut ;  and  no 
vote  was  ever  taken  upon  his  resolution. 

It  is  proper  to  observe,  that  some  time  after  this  plan 
was  submitted  to  the  Senate,  it  was  revised  by  its  author, 
and  the  term  of  service  suggested  for  Representatives  in 
Congress  was  two  years,  and  that  of  Senators  six  years, 
as  they  had  been  originally  fixed  by  the  Constitution,  and 
as  they  now  remain  ;  and  the  proposed  term  of  service 
for  President  was  extended  to  two  years,  instead  of  one. 

Having  read  to  you  the  resolution,  as  offered  in  the 
Senate,  I  will  next  offer  the  letters  which  I  have  mention- 
ed. 

FROM  JAMES  MADISON. 

Mo.\Tr£LiEK,  17th  May,  1830. 

Dear  Sir: — 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant.,  with  the  pamphlet  containing 
the  proposed  amendments  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  on  winch 
you  request  my  opinion  and  remarks. 

Whatever  pleasure  might  be  felt  in  a  fuller  compliance  with  your  request,  I 
must  avail  myself  of  the  pleas  of  the  age  I  have  reached  and  of  the  control  of 
other  engagements,  for  not  venturing  on  more  than,  the  few  observations  suggest- 
ed by  a  perusal  of  what  you  have  submitted  to  the  public. 

I  readily  acknowledge  the  ingenuity  which  de\ised  the  plan  you  recommend, 
and  the  strength  of  reasoning  with  w  Inch  you  support  it.  I  cannot,  however,  but 
regard  it  as  liable  to  the  following  remarks. 

1st.  The  first  that  occurs  is  that  the  large  states  would  not  exchange  the  pro- 
portional agency  they  now  have  in  the  appointment  of  the  chief  magistrate,  for 
a  mode  placing  the  largest  and  smallest  states  on  a  perfect  equality  in  that  cardi- 
nal transaction.  New  York  has  in  it,  even  now,  more  than  thirteen  times  the 
weight  of  several  of  the  states,  and  other  states  according  to  their  magnitudes 
would  decide  on  the  change  with  correspondent  calculations  and  feelings.  The 
difficulty  of  reconciling  the  larger  states  to  the  equality  in  the  Senate,  is  known 
to  have  been  the  most  threatening  that  was  encountered  in  framing  the  Constitu- 
tion.    It  is  known,  also,  that  the  powers  committed  to  that  body,  comprehend- 


10  1  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

mjj  a*  they  do,  Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judicial  function?,  was  anion-;  the 
tiual  serious  objections  with  many,  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution. 

2«|.  As  the  President  elect  would  generally  be  without  any  previous  evidence 
of  national  confidence,  and  have  been  in  responsible  relations  only  to  a  partieu- 
hriiate,  there  might  be  danger  of  state  partialities  and  a  certainty  of  injurious 
suspicions  of  them. 

3d.  Considering  the  ordinary  composition  of  the  Senate,  and  the  number  fin  a 
little  while- nearly  twenty)  out  of  which  a  single  one  was  to  be  taken  by  pure 
chance,  it  must  often  happen  that  the  winner  of  the  prize  would  want  some  of  the 
qualities  necessary  to  command  the  respect  of  the  nation,  and  possibly  be  marked 
with  some  of  an  opposite  tendency.  On  a  review  of  the  composition -of  that 
body  through  the  successive  periods  of  its  existence,  (antecedent  to  the  present, 
which  may  be  an  exception.)  how  often  will  names  present  themselves,  which 
would  be  seen  with  mortified  feelings  at  the  head  of  the  nation.  It  might  hap- 
pen, it  is  true,  that  in  the  choice  of  Senators,  an  eventual  elevation  to  that  impor- 
tant trust,  might  produce  more  circumspection  in  the  State  Legislatures.  Bu:  so 
remote  a  contingency  could  not  be  expected  to  have  any  great  influence  ;  be- 
sides that  there  might  be  states  not  furnishing  at  the  time,  characters  which 
would  satisfy  the  pride  or  inspire  the  confidence  of  the  States  and  of  the  people. 

4th.  A  President  not  appointed  by  the  nation,  and  without  the  weight  derived 
from  its  selection  and  confidence,  could  not  afford  the  advantage  expected  from 
the  qualified  negative  on  the  acts  of  the  Legislative  branch  of  the  Government. 
lie  might  either  shrink  from  the  delicacy  of  such  an  interposition,  or  it  might  be 
overruled  with  too  little  hesitation  by  the  body  checked  in  its  career. 

5th.  In  the  vicissitudes  of  party,  adverse  views  and  feelings  will  exist  between 
the  Senate  and  President.  Under  the  amendments  proposed,  a  spirit  of  opposi- 
tion in  the  tbrmer  to  the  latter,  would  probably  be  more  frequent  than  heretofore. 
In  such  o  state  of  tilings,  how  apt  might  the  Senate  be  to  embarrass  the  President, 
in  refusing  to  concur  in  the  removal  of  an  obnoxious  officer :  how  prone  would 
be  a  refractory  officer  having  powerful  friends  in  the  Senate  to  take  shelter  un- 
der that  authority  and  bid  defiance  to  the  President,  and  with  such  discord 
an>!  anarchy  in  the  executive  department,  how  impaired  would  be  the  security 
for  a  due  execution  of  the  laws  ? 

f»th.  On  the  supposition  that  the  above  objection  would  he  overbalanced  by  the 
advantage  of  reducing  the  power  and  the  patronage  now  attached  to  the  Presi- 
dential office  ;  it  has  generally  been  admitted  that  the  heads  of  departments,  at 
lea«t,  who  are  at  once  the  associates  and  organs  of  the  chief  magistrate,  ought 
to  be  well  disposed  towards  him,  and  not  independent  of  him.  What  would  be 
the  situation  of  the  President,  and  what  might  be  the  effect  on  the  executive 
business,  if  those  immediately  around  him,  and  in  daily  consultation  with  him, 
could,  however  adverse  to  him  in  their  feelings  and  their  views,  be  fastened  upon 
hnn  by  a  Senate  disposed  to  take  sides  with  them?  The  harmony  so  expedient 
hrtween  the  President  and  heads  of  departments,  and  among  the  latter  them- 
•*lves,  has  been  too  liable  to  interruption  under  an  organization  apparently  W 
•*U  providing  against  it. 

1  tin  aware  that  some  of  these  objections  might  be  mitigated,  if  not  removed  ; 
b«l  not  I  respect,  in  a  degree  to  render  the  proposed  modification  of  the  Execu- 
tive l**fartnj«nt  an  eligible  substitute  for  the  one  existing.     At  the  *ame  time 
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I  am  duly  sensible  of  the  evils  incident  to  the  existing  one,  and  that  a  solid  im- 
provement of  it  is  a  desideratum  that  ought  to  be  welcomed  by  all  enlightened 
patriots. 

In  the  meantime  I  cannot  feel  all  the  alarm  you  express  at  the  prospect  for  the 
future,  as  reflected  from  the  mirror  of  the  past.  It  will  be  a  rare  case  that  the 
Presidential  contest  will  not  issue  in  a  choice  that  will  not  discredit  the  station, 
and  not  be  acquiesced  in  by  the  unsuccessful  party,  foreseeing,  as  it  must  do,  the 
appeal  to  be  again  made  at  no  very  distant  day,  to  the  will  of  the  nation.  As 
long  as  the  country  shall  be  exempt  from  a  military  force,  powerful  in  itself  and 
combined  with  a  powerful  faction,  liberty  and  p^ace  will  find  safeguards  in  the 
elective  resource,  and  the  spirit  of  the  people.  The  dangers  which  threaten  our 
political  system  least  remote,  are  perhaps  of  other  sorts  and  from  other  sources. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
FROM  JOHN  MARSHALL. 

Richmond,  May  2Gth,  1830. 

My  Pear  Sir  : — 

I  have  just  returned  from  North  Carolina,  and  had,  this  morning,  the 
pleasure  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  10th,  accompanying  your  proposition 
for  amending  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  to  the  mode  of  elect- 
ing the  President,  and  your  speech  made  on  that  sublet  in  the  Senate,  in 
1808.  I  read  your  speech,  when  first  published,  with  great  pleasure  and  atten- 
tion, but  was  not  then  a  convert  to  either  of  the  amendments  it  suggested.  In 
truth,  there  is  something  so  captivating  in  the  idea  of  a  chief  executive  magis- 
trate who  is  the  choice  of  a  whole  people,  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  with- 
draw the  judgment  from  its  influence.  The  advantages  which  ought  to  result 
from  it  are  manifest.  They  strike  the  mind  at  once,  and  we  are  unwiiiing  to 
believe  that  they  can  be  defeated,  or  that  the  operation  of  choosing  can  be  attend- 
ed with  evils  which  more  than  counterbalance  the  actual  good  resulting  from 
the  choice.  It  is  humiliating,  too,  to  admit  tint  we  must  look  in  any  degree  to 
chance,  for  that  decision  which  ought  to  be  mad.*  by  the  judgment,  These 
strong,  and  apparently  rational  convictions,  can  be  shaken  only  by  long  observa- 
tion and  painful  experience.  Mine  are,.  I  confess,  very  much  shaken,  and  my 
views  of  this  subject  have  changed  a  good  deal  since  1603.  I  consider  it,  how- 
ever, rather  as  an  affair  of  curious  speculation,  than  of  probable  fact.  Your 
plan  comes  in  conflict  with  so  many  opposing  interests  and  deep  rooted  preju- 
dices, that  I  should  despair  of  its  success,  were  its  utility  still  more  apparent 
than  it  is. 

All  those  who  are  candidates  for  the  Pa-iJency,  either  immediately  or  re- 
motely, and  they  are  more  numerous  than  is  unreined,  and  are  the  most  power- 
ful members  of  the  community,  will  be  opposed  to  it.  The  body  of  the  people 
will  also  most  probably  be  in  opposition  ;  for  it  will  be  dilncult  to  persuade  them 
that  any  mode  of  choice  can  be  preferable  to  election,  mediate  or  immediate,  by 
themselves.  The  ardent  politicians  of  the  country,  not  yet  moderated  by  expe- 
rience, will  consider  it  as  an  imputation  on  the  great  republican  principle,  that 


__    „* 
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ibe  i<opie  are  capable  of  governing  themselves,  if  any  other  mod*!  of  «r>. 
uojctung  a  chief  magistrate  be  substituted  for  that  which  depends  on  t:.r;r 
a.-.  ucr.  I  believe,  therefore,  that  we  must  proceed  with  our  present  system  ;.., 
U4  evils  become  still  more  obvious;  perhaps,  indeed,  till  the  experiment  bIioII 
become  impracticable,  before  we  shall  be  willing  to  change  it. 

My  own  private  mind  has  been  slowly  and  reluctantly  advancing  to  the  belief 
that  the  present  mode  of  choosing  the  chief  magistrate  threatens  the  most  serious 
danger  to  the  public  happiness.  The  passions  of  men  are  inflamed  to  so  fearful 
an  extent,  large  masses  are  so  embittered  against  each  other,  that  I  dread  the 
consequences.  The  election  agitates  every  section  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
ferment  is  never  to  subside.  Scarcely  is  a  President  elected,  before  the  machi- 
nations respecting  a  successor  commence.  Every  political  question  is  affected 
by  it.  All  those  who  are  in  office,  all  those  who  want  office,  are  put  in  motion. 
The  angriest,  I  might  say  the  worst  passions,  are  roused  and  put  into  full  activity. 
Vast  masses,  united  closely,  move  in  opposite  directions,  animated  with  the  most 
hostile  feelings  towards  each  other.  What  is  to  be  the  effect  of  all  this?  Age 
is,  perhaps,  unreasonably  timid.  Certain  it  is,  that  I  now  dread  consequences 
which  I  once  thought  imaginary.  I  feel  disposed  to  take  refuge  under  some 
less  turbulent  and  less  dangerous  mode  of  choosing  the  chief  magistrate,  and  my 
mind  suggests  none  less  objectionable  than  that  you  have  proposed.  We  shall 
no  longer  be  enlisted  under  the  banners  of  particular  men.  Strife  will  no  longer 
be  excited,  when  it  can  no  longer  effect  its  object.  Neither  the  people  at  large, 
nor  the  councils  of  the  nation,  will  be  agitated  by  the  all-disturbing  question, — 
Who  shall  be  President  ?  Yet  he  will,  in  truth,  be  chosen  substantially  by  the 
people.  The  Senators  must  always  be  among  the  most  able  men  of  the  States. 
Though  not  appointed  for  the  particular  purpose,  they  must  always  be  appointed 
(bi  im;>ortant  purposes,  and  must  possess  a  large  share  of  the  public  confidence. 
If  the  j-euple  of  the  United  States  were  to  elect  as  many  persons  as  compose  one 
KtMlona)  class,  and  the  President  was  to  be  chosen  among  them  by  lot,  in  the 
manner  you  propose,  he  would  be  substantially  elected  by  the  people  ;  and  yet 
put  h  a  mode  of  election  would  be  recommended  by  no  advantages  which  your 
plan  docs  not  possess.     In  many  respects  it  would  be  less  eligible. 

Reasoning  a  priori,  I  should  undoubtedly  pronounce  the  system  adopted  by  the 
Convention,  the   best  that  could  be  devised.     Judging   from  experience,  I  am 
driven  to  a  different  conclusion.         »»**»«* 
Your  obed't  serv't., 

J.  MARSHALL. 

FROM  WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

"Wood  Lawjt,  4th  June,  1630. 

My  Dear  Sir: — 

I  received,  with  much  pleasure,  your  letter  of  the  12th  ult.  from  Washington, 
accompanied  by  the  pamphlet  which  was  enclosed.  I  received  this  token  o( 
friendly  recollection  with  more  pleasure,  as  I  pass  my  time  in  great  retirement, 
*-•!  mix  and  mingle  but  little  with  those  who  are  now  actively  engaged  in  the 
Sui*  or  Federal  government.  I  recollect  distinctly  the  proposition  of  amend - 
Ki'.rst  to  we  Constitution,  which  you  submitted  to  the  Senate  twenty-two  yeara 
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•go,  and  which  I  then  seconded.  At  tfipr  time,  I  hfed  not  made  up  my  mind 
definitely  upon  tbe  prinrip'e  of  the  fcznendment.  inflection  and  experience  has 
convinced  me  that  the  Eir.er.dment  is  correct.  I  am  now  entirely  convinced  that 
great  talents  are  not  necessary  for  the  chief  tcagietrady  of  this  ntiion.  A  mode- 
rate share  of  talents,  with  integrity  of  character  and  conduct,  is  all  that  is  neces- 
sary.    Under  the  piincipie  of  your  amendment,  I  think  there  is  little  probability 

that  a  President   v\ouid   be    elected,   weaker  than  Col.  ,  or  with  less 

practical   common   sense  than   Mr.  .     But    I   am    not  certain  that  the 

nation  is  prepared  for  such  an  amendment.  There  i3  something  fascinating  in 
the  idea  of  selecting  the  best  talents  in  the  nation  for  the  chief  magistrate  of  the 
Union.  The  view  which  ought  to  decide  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  your 
amendment,  is  seldom  taken.  The  true  view  is  this:  elective  chief  magistrates 
are  not,  and  cannot,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  the  best  men  in  the  nation  ;  while 
such  elections  never  fail  to  produce  mischief  to  the  nation.  The  evils  of  such 
elections  have  generally  induced  civilised  nations  to  submit  to  hereditary 
monarchy.  Now  the  evil  which  is  incident  to  thij  form  of  government,  is  that 
of  having  the  oldest  son  of  the  monarch  for  ruler,  whether  he  is  a  fool,  a  rascal, 
or  a  madman.  I  think  no  man  who  will  reflect  coolly  upon  the  subject,  but 
would  prefer  a  President  chosen  by  lot  out  of  the  Senate,  to  running  the  risk  of 
having  a  fool,  a  rascal,  or  a  madman,  in  the  oldest  son  of  the  wisest  and  most 
benevolent  sovereign  that  ever  lived.  When  the  amendment  is  considered  in 
this  point  of  view,  I  think  it  will  find  favor,  especially  when  it  must  be  admitted 
that  the  election  of  a  President  in  this  manner  will  be  productive  of  as  little 
turmoil  and  agitation  as  the  accession  of  the  son  to  the  father  in  hereditary 
monarchies.  The  more  I  reflect  upon  the  subject,  the  more  I  am  in  favor  of 
your  amendment.  The  country  is,  at  this  time,  much  agitated  on  constitutional 
doubts  which  exist  as  to  the  acta  of  Congress.  Would  not  a  Convention  at  this 
time  remove  much  of  the  discontent  that  now  prevails?  The  resolutions  for 
calling  a  Convention  should  express  the  object  to  be  to  explain  doubtful  questions 
which  have  arisen  under  the  Constitution,  and  the  election  of  President.  If  you 
think  with  me,  will  you  use  youi  influence  with  the  Legislatures  of  New  Eng- 
land to  obtain  a  call  of  a  Convention  to  revise  the  Federal  Constitution  ?  I  am 
persuaded  that  unless  the  measure  is  brought  about,  we  shall  have  an  explosion 
in  the  republic,  and  that  in  our  time.  I  have  as  little  interest  in  the  preservation 
of  union  and  harmony  as,  perhaps,  any  living  man  in  the  nation,  yet  I  cannot 
feel  indifferent  to  the  symptoms  of  disunion  which  are  daily  manifested. 
I  am,  Dear  Sir,  your  friend  and  most  obd't  iserv't, 

\VM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

FROM  JAMES  KENT. 

New  York,  Juno  3.  F30. 
Dear  Sir  : — 

I  have  read  and  reflected  upon  your  "  Prnrv*mon*  for  amending  i'  •  "  »n?:itu- 
tion  of  the  United   States,"  as  t»  the  election  of  Presileiil,  and  your  powerful 

argument  in  support  of  them. 

Within  the  last  few  years,  the   teud<-ncy  of  p.  pul  tr  elections  of  the  President, 
i  i  the  mode  now  in  use,  to  intrigue,  corruption,  an  I  tyranny,  has  teen  perceived 
VOL.  VI.  15 
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In  to  «:riking  a  light,  as  justly  to  excite  uneasiness  and  anxiety  amona:  con«ide  rn\t 
patriot*.  It  is  that  part  of  the  machine  of  our  government  that  I  am  afraid  u 
doomed  to  destroy  us.  The  evil  is  waxing  worse  every  year.  We  assume  too 
Irtfeb,  (for  we  are  contradicted  by  all  history,  and  experience,  and  by  known  ami 
f.jud  principles  of  our  nature,)  when  we  assume  that  the  people  will  act  diein- 
t^rrstrdly  and  virtuously,  when  free  to  act.  It  is  not  so.  Self-interest,  passion, 
prejudice,  fanaticism,  &c,  will  continue  to  inflame  the  human  breast,  and  away 
the  actions ;  and  it  is  the  object  of  wise  institutions  to  check  and  control  the 
operation  of  these  evil  propensities.  Our  plan  of  election  of  a  President,  I  ap- 
prehend, has  failed  of  its  purpose,  as  it  was  presumed  and  foretold  that  it  would 
fail,  by  some  of  the  profoundest  statesmen  of  1787.  We  cannot  but  perceive 
that  this  very  presidential  question  has  already  disturbed  and  corrupted  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  government,  and  cherishes  intrigue,  duplicity,  abuse  of  power, 
and  corrupt  and  arbitrary  measures.  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  think,  therefore, 
that  your  plan  of  selecting  the  President  from  the  Senators  of  the  oldest  class, 
by  lot,  and  for  two  years,  would  be  a  vast  improvement;  and  though  I  utterly 
despair  of  any  attempt  to  alter  the  present  system,  and  presume  that  your  plan 
will  be  regarded  by  the  community  generally  as  Utopian  or  impracticable,  I 
wish  not  to  withhold  from  you  the  humble  sense  of  my  approbation.  Your 
reflections  are  eage,  patriotic,  and  denote  deep  and  just  knowledge  of  govern- 
ment and  man.  *  •  *  »  *  *  * 

i  Yours,  very  Bincerely, 

JAMES  KENT. 
Hon.  James  Hilluousx. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  letters  which  have  just  been 
i*\id,  were  written  without  any  concert  or  previous  under- 
sianding  among  their  authors  in  relation  to  the  subject  of 
their  respective  communications.  They  may, therefore,  be 
regarded  as  exhibiting  the  individual  opinions  of  the 
writers  upon  the  interesting  question  that  was  submitted 
to  their  candid  judgment,— and  they  each  display  in  a 
remarkable  degree  the  peculiarities  of  great  and  gifted 
minds.  The  graceful  style,  perspicuous  arrangement 
and  acute  reasoning  of  Mr.  Madison,  afford  the  clearest 
evidence  that  he  had  maturely  considered,  and  fully  un- 
derstood the  subject  that  engaged  his  thoughts,  and  ap- 
preciated its  importance.  The  suffrages  of  his  country- 
men had  twice  made  him  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  it  was  natural  that  he  should  feel  a  partiality  for  a 
MrspeiB  under  which  he  had  attained  such  distinguished 
boaor.     And  habit   and  association  had   so  familiarized 
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him  with  the  affairs  of  government  under  existing  regula- 
tions, that  he  might  feci  less  inclined  than  others  to  look 
upon  them  with  distrust,  or  to  seek  after  new  schemes 
that  others  would  consider  more  conducive  to  the  public 
welfare. 

The  letter  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall  though  less  per- 
spicuous in  its  style  and  arrangement  than  that  of  Mr. 
Madison,  is  nevertheless  characterized  throughout  by  the 
originality-,  strength,  comprehensiveness,  and  candid 
judgment,  for  which  that  eminent  man  was  so  justly  dis- 
tinguished. It  breathes  the  sentiments  of  patriotism,  and 
utters  the  language  of  wisdom,  and  shows  us  that  in  his 
declining  years,  its  illustrious  author  was  not  unmindful 
of  the  happiness  of  that  country  whose  institutions  his 
genius  had  contributed  so  much  to  adorn,  and  which 
could  claim  him  as  one  of  her  most  honored  statesmen 
and  profound  jurists. 

The  views  of  Mr.  Crawford,  are  frank  and  explicit,  and 
indicate  a  vigorous  intellect  and  an  honest  heart.  He 
was  familiar  with  the  subject  about  which  he  wrote,  and 
the  experience,  observation,  and  reflection  of  many  years, 
brought  his  mind  to  the  conclusion  at  which  it  arrived  on 
this  momentous  question.  He  had  enjoyed  in  an  emi- 
nent degree,  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  country- 
men, and  had  participated  largely  in  the  affairs  of  the 
government.  He  ranked  high  among  the  most  distin- 
guished public  men  of  his  day,  and  withdrew  from  the 
public  service  with  an  unsullied  fame,  and  spent  the  lat- 
ter part  of  his  life  in  a  retirement  as  honorable  and  dig- 
nified as  his  previous  career,  as  a  statesman,  had  been  il- 
lustrious. He  was  an  associate  in  the  Senate  with  Mr. 
Hillhouse,  in  1S0S,  and,  as  be  tells  us  in  his  letter,  which 
has  been  read  beibre  you,  seconded  the  resolution  under 
consideration  when  it  was  offered  in  that  body. 

Of  Chancellor  Kent's  letter,  we  need  say  but  little.  He 
was  our  fellow  citizen  s.nd  known  to  most  of  us  personal- 
ly, and  to  U3  all  by  reputation.     Probity,  frankness,  and 
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decision*  were  loading  traits  in  his  character,  and  grmt 
reflection,  profound  le&rahig,  comprehensive  wisdom,  and 
m.iture  judgment,  formed  distinguishing  qualities  of  his 
mind.  Among  the  virtuous  and  intelligent,  it  was  suffi- 
cient to  entitle  any  sentiments  or  opinions  to  respectful 
consideration,  to  know  that  they  had  the  approbation  of 
Chancellor  Kent.  He  was  not  accustomed  to  arrive  at 
conclusions  hastily,  nor  to  give  the  sanction  of  his  name 
or  influence  to  crucie  novelties  or  visionary  speculations. 
This  letter  is  characterist  c  of  its  author,  and  displays  the 
patriotic  feeling,  the  keen  intelligence,  and  truthful  sim- 
plicity that  mark  whatever  has  emanated  from  his  mind. 

When  these  letters  were  written,  their  distinguished 
authors  were  beyond  the  reach  of  popular  favor,  and  each 
of  them,  except  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  who  then  retain- 
ed his  place  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  had  retired  to  private  life,  after  pursuing 
a  distinguished  career  in  the  public  service.  They  were 
actuated  by  no  sentiments  of  unwoithy  ambition,  no  de- 
sire to  win  popular  applause,  and  had  nothing  of  person- 
al advancement  to  g  tin  by  espousing  any  new  cause,  or 
promulgating  anv  new  doctrines.  They  followed  the 
promptings  of  patriotic  feelings,  and  spoke  the  language 
of  sincerity.  They  had  witnessed  the  most  terrible  con- 
flicts of  political  strife,  and  the  most  dangerous  manifes- 
tations of  party  enthusiasm  and  violence.  They  had, 
themselves,  mingled  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  in  the  ex- 
citing struggles  that  had  at  various  times  agitated  our 
country,  and  from  their  experience,  observation,  and  re- 
flection, were  eminently  qualified  to  counsel  their  coun- 
trymen as  to  the  best  means  of  preserving  their  liberty 
and  perpetuating  their  institutions.  Their  views  and 
opinions  upon  a  subject  of  momentous  interest  to  us  all, 
arc  now  before  us,  and  whether  we  can  see  good  reasons 
fot  adopting  or  rejecting  them,  they  are,  at  least,  entitled 
tuour  most  respectful  consideration. 

i  will  now  briefly  notice  the  speech   of  Mr.  Ilillhouse, 
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made  in  support  of  his  proposed  amendments  of  the  con- 
stitution, at  the  time  they  were  offered  in  the  Seriate.  It 
is  worthy  of  a  very  critical  examination  and  would  well 
repay  the  trouble  of  reading  it  entire,  but  we  have  only 
time  on  this  occasion  tr»  present  a  summary  of  the  points 
it  embraces.  I  intend  to  place  a  printed  copy  of  this 
speech  in  the  possession  of  this  Society,  so  that  it  may  be 
read  at  length  by  those  who  may  feel  sufficiently  interest- 
ed in  this  subject  to  do  so. 

After  alluding  to  the  fact,  that  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try had  divided  themselves  into  two  great  political  parties, 
the  author  lays  down  the  following  proposition. 

"  Two  evils  to  be  guarded  against  in  a  republican  gov- 
ernment, are  ambition  and  favoritism.  The  former,"  he 
says,  "  induces  the  most  aspiring,  artful,  and  unprincipled 
men  to  assume  the  garb  of  patriotism  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  office  and  power,  and  when  they  have  obtained 
it,  they  extend  their  patronage  and  favor  to  those  who 
have  been  most  active  and  instrumental  in  procuring  their 
elevation." 

He  then  proceeds  to  point  out  the  consequences  of  these 
evils  to  the  country,  and  to  suggest  the  means  of  counter- 
acting them;  the  most  efficient  of  which  are,  to  strip  our 
highest  public  functionaries  of  all  unnecessary  authority, 
power,  and  patronage,  and  make  them  more  immediate- 
ly and  more  frequently  accountable  to  the  searching  tri- 
bunal of  public  opinion.  In  remarking  upon  this  subject, 
he  holds  the  following  language. 

"  ISo  man's  jealousy  or  fears  can  be  excited  respecting 
the  exercise  of  a  power,  which  he  clearly  sees  to  be  sub- 
ject to  his  own  control.  What  excites  alarm  among  the 
people,  is  an  accumulation  of  power  in  the  hands  of  an 
individual,  or  of  a  small  body  of  men,  which,  added  to  a 
long  duration  in  office  and  high  salaries,  they  believe  may 
endanger  their  liberties.  To  this  poison,  frequent  elec- 
tions are  an  antidote.     *■•■••'• 
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A  poputur  flame  canaot  be  kept  alive  when  there  is  no 
furl  to  feed  iuJ> 

Upon  the  subject  of  selecting  a  President  by  lot  from 
the  Senators  having  the  shortest  term  to  serve,  the  speech 
we  are  considering,  assumes  that  there  may  be  two  pro- 
minent objections  to  the  plan  proposed.  One  is,  that  it 
is  a  departure  from  the  elective  principle  ;  and  the  other 
is,  that  it  will  not  always  secure  the  best  talents.  It  is 
conceded  that  there  is  much  force  in  the  first  mentioned 
objection,  and  it  is  answered,  by  setting  forth  the  difficul- 
ties and  dangers  that  are  likely  to  ensue  from  popular 
elections  of  a  national  chief  magistrate  in  times  of  high 
part)''  excitement;  and  of  the  tendency  of  the  present 
mode  of  conducting  a  presidential  canvass  to  produce 
party  strife  and  discord. 

The  plan  under  consideration  is  suggested  as  a  safer 
and  easier  mode  of  appointing  a  chief  magistrate,  and 
one  less  calculated  to  endanger  the  public  tranquillity 
and  popular  liberty. 

To  the  other  objection,  it  is  answered  that  the  present 
mode  of  choosing  a  President  will  not  always  secure  the 
highest  order  of  talent  for  that  high  office,  and  that  can- 
didates will  be  selected  more  with  reference  to  their  per- 
soual  popularity,  than  any  other  qualities  they  may 
possess.  The  governing  principle  with  parties  now,  in 
the  choice  of  a  leader,  is  to  get  a  popular  man,  and  one 
that  can  command  votes.  Again,  it  is  answered  that  the 
selection  of  a  President,  by  lot,  from  the  Senate,  will 
always  secure  respectable  talents,  and  will  also  add  to 
the  dignity  and  importance  of  the  Senatorial  office,  and 
make  the  several  States  of  the  Union  more  careful  to 
choose,  as  the  representatives  of  their  sovereignty  in  our 
national  councils,  men  of  the  highest  character  and 
qualifications. 

It  is  also  said,  that  the  President  can  call  to  his  aid  in 
hi*  cabinet,  men  of  the  greatest  talents,  integrity,  and 
experience,  and  who,  under  the  proposed  plan,  would 
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probably  continue  long  in  office,  and  thereby  give  stabili- 
ty and  system  to  the  measures  of  government.  It  is 
doubted  whether  the  greatest  and  most  brilliant  men 
make  the  best  rulers,  and  it  is  also  questioned  whether 
history  will  satisfy  us  that  the  liberties  of  mankind  have 
been  more  safe,  or  that  the  public  affairs  have  been  con- 
ducted in  a  manner  more  promotive  of  the  happiness  of 
the  people,  when  such  persons  have  swayed  the  sceptre 
of  government,  than  when  the  chief  magistrate  of  a  nation 
has  been  only  a  man  of  moderate  talents,  provided  he 
possessed  sound  judgment,  good  principles,  and  an  honest 
heart.  Many  other  important  topics  are  suggested  and 
discussed  in  the  speech  before  us,  which  there  is  not  time 
to  examine  on  this  occasion,  and  I  will  simply  repeat  the 
points  upon  which  the  argument  was  based  in  favor  of 
choosing  a  President  by  lot  from  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  according  to  the  plan  which  has  been  proposed, 
and  leave  the  subject  to  those  who  may  wish  to  pursue 
it  further. 

The  advantages  which  were  expected  to  be  secured  by 
the  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  in  regard 
to  the  choice  of  a  President,  are  stated  by  its  author  to 
be— 

"  1st.  That  it  will  make  the  Senate  more  respectable. 

"  2d.  It  is  prompt  and  certain. 

"  3d.  It  will  avoid  the  evils  of  a  disputed  election,  now 
unprovided  for  by  the  Constitution. 

"  4th.  It  will  avoid  intrigue  and  cabal. 

"  5th.  It  gives  talents  and  modest  merit  an  equal 
chance. 

"  6th.  It  is  economical. 

"  7th.  It  gives  to  the  people  a  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  not  the  chief  of  a  party. 

"  Sth.  It  removes  temptation  to  use  power  otherwise 
than  for  public  good. 

"9th.  It  will  annihilate  a  general  party  pervading  the 
whole  United  States. 
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•*  10th-  It  will  remove  a  direct,  powerful,  and  dangerous 
inBoertce  of  the  general  government  on  the  individual 
States. 

"  11th.  It  will  prevent  the  influence  of  a  presidential 
election  on  our  domestic  concerns  and  foreign  relations.    And, 

"  1:2th.  It  will  secure  the  United  States  against  the 
usurpation  of power,  and  every  attempt,  through  fear,  interest 
or  corruption,  to  sacrifice  their  interest,  honor  or  indepen- 
dence;  for  one  year  is  too  short  a  time  in  which  to  con- 
trive and  execute  any  extensive  and  dangerous  plan  of 
unprincipled  ambition  ;  and  the  same  person  cannot  be 
President  during  two  successive  years." 

If  all  these  beneficial  results  could  be  attained  by  the 
proposed  amendments  of  the  Constitution  of  our  govern- 
ment, they  would  find  many  strenuous  advocates.  For, 
however  men  may  differ  on  political  or  party  grounds, 
the  mass  of  the  people,  beyond  a  doubt,  most  desire  that 
system  of  administering  their  affairs,  that  will  best  pre- 
serve public  liberty,  and  perpetuate  our  institutions,  and 
secure  to  us  the  blessings  of  order,  permanency  and  peace. 
The  masses  of  the  people  derive  no  benefit  from  political 
acirntion  and  party  strife.  Politicians  and  demagogues 
alone  profit  by  the  popular  excitements  that  so  tre- 
cfuentiy  disturb  our  country.  Parties  become  formed 
\-A^m  so  large  a  scale,  and  wield  an  influence  so  com- 
manding, that  it  has  become  almost  impossible  to  effect 
anj»  great  measure  of  public  good,  or  of  public  justice, 
that  is  not  brought  forward  under  party  auspices. » 

independence  of  thought  and  action  upon  all  the  great 
questions  of  government,  seems  to  have  given  way  to  the 
allegiance  that  men  begin  to  feel  that  they  owe  to  party, 
and  the  attachment  they  have  imbibed  for  their  political 
chieftains.  And  to  such  an  extent  does  this  sentiment 
prevail,  that  it  is  more  frequently  the  subject  of  boasting 
and  ^-lf-conLTatulation  with  lar^e  numbers  of  our  intelli- 
B«ni  and  respectable  citizens,  that  they  have  always 
adhered  consistently  to   the   measures   and  discipline  of 
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their  party,  than  that  they  have  fairly  canvassed  and  con- 
sidered the  merits  of  public  men  and  public  measures, 
and  cast  their  suffrages  accordingly.  Could  these  evils 
be  removed,  it  would  be  a  source  of  great  relief  to  honest 
and  patriotic  men. 

It  is  now  forty  years  since  the  proposition  to  amend 
the  Constitution,  which  we  have  been  considering, 
was  submitted  to  the  Senate.  Within  that  time  there 
have  been  ten  presidential  elections,  and  we  are  on 
the  eve  of  the  eleventh.  It  does  not  become  me  to 
speak,  on  this  occasion,  of  the  manner  in  which  these 
elections  have  been  conducted,  nor  of  the  influence  which 
they  have  produced  on  the  public  mind,  or  of  their  effect 
upon  the  general  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  people. 
Nor  does  the  occasion  require  that  I  should  speak  of  the 
distinguished  persons  who  have  been  the  successful  can- 
didates for  popular  favor  in  these  successive  elections  ;  or 
of  the  manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  the  high 
duties  that  the  partiality  of  their  countrymen  have  assign- 
ed them.  These  are  familiar  in  our  history,  and  to  many 
of  us  are  matters  of  observation  and  personal  knowledge. 

Whatever  advantages  we  might  possibly  obtain  by 
changes  in  our  Constitution,  it  is  certain  that,  in  its  pre- 
sent form,  it  has  secured  to  us  a  greater  degree  of  national 
happiness,  prosperity,  and  tranquillity,  than  has  been  en- 
joyed by  the  people  of  any  other  country  since  the  birth 
of  this  republic.  From  a  very  feeble  origin,  we  have 
advanced  to  almost  unexampled  greatness  and  strength. 
From  a  few  small  and  distracted  colonies,  we  have  be- 
come the  greatest,  the  most  stable,  and  the  most  tranquil 
republic  that  ever  existed.  Our  course  is  still  onward, 
and  destiny  seems  to  have  marked  out  for  us  a  still  larger 
measure  of  usefulness,  splendor,  and  power.  The  light 
of  our  principles,  and  the  genius  of  our  institutions,  are 
shedding  their  benign  influence  upon  other  lands,  and  the 
people  of  distant  climes.     We  are  the  pioneers  in   the 
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great  experiment  of  self  government   founded  upon   the 
populai  will. 

-  >Itv  the  other  nations  of  the  earth  speedily  attain  to 
the  hi.^h  privileges  we  possess,  and  like  us  enjoy  the 
blessings  of  a  free  constitution,  and  a  well  regulated 
civil  and  religious  liberty. 

On  the  conclusion  of  the  address,  Mr.  Bartlett  offered 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented 
to  James  H.  Raymond,  Esq.,  for  the  interesting  paper 
just  read,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  for 
the  Society's  archives. 


FiiblicaCiofim  «>!'•!»€»  IVfriv-Yoi'k  iVistorical  Scciclf.—fCoritinued.] 

PKOCEED&US. 

In  \M3.  the  ccciery  adopted  the  rdaii  ol  pub  isbing  tn   •  letiu  of  their  Proceeding*, 

v.  hich,  with  slight  \  arJ3(*!urh9  .i<  form,  ha*  *,*!»<  8   '•-    '■  l     III 

These  volumes,  cv;  in  i'V...!--: ,  contain  th*.  "Vfin  it<'3  f  ..■  l*i  •  i  igs  a:  the  annua:  and 
monthly  meetings,  tie  Reports  of  the  office^  ami  Executive  Co  imiittee,  ;,n<l  abstracts  of  the 
discussions,  with  the  Papers  read  at  tae  meeting,  together  a ith  a  record  of  all  donations  and 
additions  to  the  Library  and  Cabinet.  T ' f **—  followintj  is  a  .  mnmftry  of  ihe  principal  contents  of 
the  different  voiunies  : 


Inaugural  Address  of  tne    Hon.  ALk-r.s.T   Gallatin. 

President,  delivered  before  <be  New  York  Historic*! 

Society,  February  7,  IS  13. 
Memoir  un  the  Nuriiie?  >»»«•:»    Boundary  in  en  n  esi   n 

with  Sir.  Jay's    Map,  by   Hon.  Albert  Gallatin, 

Pryiiienc  of  the  Society.    Together  with  a  Sp<  pi  . 

un  i  Ue  same  subject    before  the   N.  Y.   EKsmricul 

Society,  April  15,  lc4",  by  i'u.n.  '  AS^i  W  _  isi  i  r, 

Secretary  of  State. 
A  Paper  on  the  Progress  of  the  Scio>r.'-fc  >f  Ethuology, 

By  Joh*  Kcssell  Ea.itlktt. 
Paper,  by  lauL.s  Fenno  Hoffman,   >  r.  the  Di 

live  Character  of  the  People  of  New  i'ork,  as  it  <  -i- 

isted  b< t*i  re  the  revolution  of  1776. 
Memoir  of  <Jol.JohnTrumbuB,  by  William  L  Stonk. 

Volume  for  1^44 
P«per  on  the  New  Netherlands,     By  Rev.  Thomas 

Mk  Witt.  D.  D. 
Paper  on  the   Ibhriginal  names  yndGeograuhical  i "  - 1 

inimflqgy  of  ihe  State  of  New   Yurie     By    Henry 

R.  E?CHOOLCRAFT. 

Copy  and  uransiaiji  n  of  the  Latin  Inscription    upon 

the  tomb  •  »I  Rii  hard  Nicolls,   the  first  English  Gi  \ 

ernor  of  -Nov   \    -  i. 
Some   passages   in   ihe  Life    of  Governor  Ton        .  s. 

By  John  \V,  Ephond£. 
Remarks  on  the  p:*st  History  and  pre;  e'ui  Con  I 

Morocco,  Algiers,  and  the  Barbery  Regeucies.     B\ 

William  I'».  Hodgson. 
Account  of  the  Statue  of  George  III  formerly  standing 

in    ;he    Bowling  Green,  New  York.     By  ' 

G I U  B  S . 

The  Romance  of  American  History-  By  Dr.  Thomas 
VYard. 

An  Address  delivered  before  the  Xew  York  HLstn  .  U 
Society^  at  its  40th  Anniversary, 20 November,  1-  $4. 
By  John  Romsv  y  i  rodhkad. 

VottME  for  IH45. 

Sketches  of  ft  graph:        U'riters  and  their  VY 
the  state  of  Xi  w  York.     By  VVilliaM  L.  Stone. 

Report. ot  the  Committee  on  a  proposed  new  N    ti 
Name.     Bv   Davis  Dimu.e*   l:i    r>.     .\      >     '         n 
from  the  Historical  Sucb    ies  ol     i.    achi     :tts 
ryfand  and  Ne«  Jersey,  and  from  Messr     I  Van 

Buren.  Story,  .-.    nt,  ■  .       thera  on  the  same  - 

Paper  upon  the  Indian  Xauies  of  Long  Island.  I  j 
Be.nja.mjk  E.  Thompson. 


Iiisl»rir.ai  Considerations  on   the   Siege  a.n<!   Defence 

nf  Fort  Stauwii.  in  1776.     By  H.  It.  Schoolcraft. 
The  Jiirect  Agenvj  [ii*u  Government  in  the 

einpliiynient   ■••.   the    Indians  iu   the   Revolutionary 

Wir.     By  William  \V.C»mvukll. 
Memo  r  of  'g good  Fir i  d. 

Ub*ervutiun    respecting  the  tv     ancient  MapaofiN'ew 

N'etuorhiiid,    I;. '.in. I    in  the    R  >yal    Archives  at  th« 
_    e  in  J   -".     By  Jouk  Romeys  Brodhkad. 
Address  deliv<  red  before  tUe  New  York  Historical  So 

ciety,  ;tt  its  41st  Anniversary,   '20  November,  1^45. 

By  ALEiA.sDKn  VY.  Bradford. 

Vol USE  FOR  lb46. 
Memoirof  the  French  and  Indian  Expedition  against 
the  PrOvirrce   •  i"  New  York,    which  surprised  and 
I   irued  Schenei  tady,  February  9,  1689-90.    By  Rev. 
Maunsell  \'.\S  K^nsselaer. 
Notit  es  nfsi  to<  Siarthen  v"es  -•,1?  found  in  th» 

low  Tumuli  of  Florida,  and  in  the  caves  and  burial 
•     ;  thi   -•■   :    ol  Indian  Fribes  north  of  thos» 
latitudes.     Bj  Henry  R.  Schoolcraft. 

-i  ui  show   that  the  Grand  Turk 

'•  it  San  Salvador,  was  ti:e   nrit  ^\K)t  oa 

h  Coin     bus  landed    in  the  New  World.    By 

Ge>>ro*  Gteas,  of  Turk's  Island. 

i  .    •  ess  ••:  Geography  and  Ethnol- 

hi  '   rical    facts  deduced  therefrom. 

i'.%   .}    UN  lit      ■■-::•     Bi  :.  I  tir. 

»■.'    ■'■ :•  re  the  New  York  Historical 

sty.    at    its   12d   anniversary,    17;h    November, 
1646.     By  Henry  It.  School*  r.vft. 
Volcmk  for  J -47. 
Pa]  er  by  Joseph  B.  Varnck.  Jr.,  on  the  "  History  of 
he  1   :»leral    •-  it  of  Gov«    una  at." 
;  Letter  from  James   R.  Hitchcock,  on   the   B'-.ins  of 
Uxm   I,    ••  V  .■  -t an. 
Paper  fan  the  D<  d  nt  of -General  St.  Clair  in  1791.     By 

Chandler  II.Gilman.  M.  D. 
i  .  |    i     n  the  1     :  v   1    ::     ran  l    >loni  s  on   the  Dela- 

.v  ire.     By  J\airs  VV,   Be-,  sman. 
An  i>r  ;  -   i  '■  if  ricooderoga,  in 

iTj-.  v.i  nen  by   Dr    J    nes  Searing,  a  surgeon  in 
iron.     Contiuuuicated  oy  Benjamin   P. 

J       O.N. 

i  Jesuit  C  B    cpveries   and  other   Occurren- 
ces in  Can  S'orthern  and  Western  State* 

of    the   Ci     m,  I    ;.  — 1^:2.      By   E.  B.  O'Calla- 
bhan,  M   D. 
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during  tht  months  of  April  and  Jfoy. 


Hon.  Ceor;e  P.  Mareh.  !»'  •'    Prosper  M    VV  re.  v         Romeyn  Brodhead,  EJaq. 

Hon.  Dam  el  S.  D  '-:;-       '  l    ;'-l.  ■  •    ftm  Eadicott. 

Hoa,.  Frederick  A.   ^..^Ij".  V:cf.  <  ■  iutn  4.  Thomas. 

Ucv.  Will  imC     ••    ..,  D.  D.    Henty    '  Jr.   V.-q  George   Drinh-y,  Jr.   Esq. 

Boston.  •-■  ^  ffartford. 

C.  Lacker  ^yon.E.sq.^Conco  d.'Li  ut  ,  U.  S.  N.  Lausingh  Thurber,  E«q.  L:.-i 

Jf  IX .  ,  R e  v .  Rufu s  \V .  G  t  .z  n  >ld,  Jacob  B .  Moore . 
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STATED  MEETING,  JUNE  6,  1848. 


The  Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice  President,  in 
the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mr.  Bee  km  an, 
presented  and  read  his  report  of  correspondence  for  the 
month  of  May.  He  also  read  a  communication  received 
from  the  New  York  Lyceum  of  Natural  History,  propos- 
ing an  exchange  of  certain  models  in  stone,  of  ancient 
temples  and  ruins,  belonging  to  the  Lyceum,  for  books 
on  Natural  History,  in  possession  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gibbs,  the  proposition  of  the  N.  Y. 
Lyceum  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  with 
power. 

A  communication  addressed  to  the  President,  from 
Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  General  Agent  of  the  Washington 
National  Monument  Association,  was  read,  inviting  the 
Historical  Society  to  attend  the  ceremony  of  laying  the 
corner  stone  of  the  Monument  in  the  City  of  Washington, 
on  the  4th  of  July  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gibbs,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  So- 
ciety accept  the  invitation. 

The  Librarian,  Mr.  Moore,  laid  upon  the  table,  manu- 
script catalogues  of  the  Maps  and  Charts,  and  Newspa- 
pers, belonging  to  the   Society,    which  had   been  com- 

VOL.  VI.  17 


118  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

pleted  and  bound,  He  also  announced  the  additions 
made  to  ibe  Library,  since  the  last  meeting,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

BY*  DONATION. 

Brady's  Fac  Simile  Edition  of  Thomas'  History  of  Pennsylva- 
nia and  West- New- Jersey,  A.  D.  1G98  : 

"  An  Historical  and  Geographical  Account  of  the  Province  and 
Country  of  Pi.xsiLVANiA  ;  and  of  West-New-Jersey  in  'Ameri- 
ca. The  Richness  of  the  Soil ;  the  Sweetness  of  the  Situation  ; 
the  Wholesomness  of  the  Air ;  the  Navigate  Rivers,  and 
others;  the  prodigious  Encreasc  of  Corn  ;  the  flourishing  Con- 
dition of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  with  the  stately  Buildings,  and 
other  Improvements  there.  The  strange  Creatures,  as  Birds, 
Beasts,  Fishes,  and  Fowls,  with  the  several  sorts  of  Minerals, 
Purging  Waters,  and  Stones,  lately  discovered.  The  Natives, 
Aborigines,  their  language,  Religion,  Laws,  and  Customs  ;  The 
first  planters,  the  Dutch,  S weeds,  and  English,  with  the  number 
of  its  Inhabitants;  As  also  a  Touch  upon  George  Keith's  New 
Religion,  in  his  second  Change  since  he  left  the  Quakers.  With 
a  Map  of  both  Countries.  By  Gabriel  Thomas,  who  resided 
there  about  Fifteen  Years."  New  York.  Lithographed  in  Fac 
Simile,  for  and  under  the  direction  of  Henry  Austin  Brady, 
Esq.,  Member  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  &c,  by 
Francis  Michelin,  1848.  Small  folio,  large  paper,  of  which 
size  only  six  copies  were  printed. — Gift  of  Henry  A.  Brady. 
Lossing,  B.  J.  Biographical  Sketches  of  the  Signers  of  the  De- 
claration of  American  Independence  ;  with  the  Declaration  his- 
torically considered  ;  and  a  sketch  of  the  leading  events  connec- 
ted with  the  adoption  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  and  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.  Illustrated  by  50  portraits  and  other  en- 
gravings.    12 mo.     New  York,  1848. 

— .     Seventeen   Hundred  and    Seventy-Six,   or  the 

War  of  Independence  ;  a  history  of  the  Anglo  Americans,  from 
the  period  of  the  Union  of  the  Colonies  against  the  French,  to 
the  inauguration  of  Washington,  the  first  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  8vo.  New  York,  1847. — Gift  of  the 
Author. 

West,  Charles  E.     Hobart's  Analysis  of  Bishop  Butler's  Analogy 
of  Rclio-ion,  natural  and  revealed,  to  the  constitution  and  course 
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of  nature.  With  notes.  Also,  Craufurd's  Questions  for  exami- 
nation. Revised  and  adapted  to  the  use  of  schools.  By 
Charles  E.  West,  Principal  of  Rutgers  Institute  in  the  City  of 
New  York.      ISmo.     New  York,  1849. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

Barton,  James  L.  Address  on  the  Early  Reminiscences  of  Wes- 
tern New  York,  and  the  Lake  Region  of  Country.  Delivered 
before  the  Young  Men's  Society  of  Buffalo,  16th  Fob.  1848. 
8vo.     ButTalo,  1848.— Grf 't of O.  H.  Marshall. 

Leavitt,  Joshua.  Remarks  and  Statistics  on  the  subject  of  Cheap 
Postage,  and  Postal  Reform,  in  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States.      8vo.     Boston,  1843. — Gift  if  the  Author. 

Prime,  Samuel  Irenteus.  An  Address  delivered  at  the  opening 
of  the  Hall  of  the  Newark  Library  Association,  *21st  February, 
1848.  8vo.  Newark,  1846. — Gift  of  the  Newark  Library  As- 
sociation. 

Vaisse,  Leon.  De  L'Ecriture  et  de  son  origine.  ainsi  que  des  dif- 
ferents  systemes  de  Signcs  Ecrits  et  de  Moyens  Graphiques 
usites  chez  les  principaux  Peuples  du  Globe,  tant  anciens  que 
modernes.     8vo.      Paris,  1848. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

Banvard,  John.  Description  of  Barnard's  Panorama  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River,  painted  on  three  miles  of  en  vass,  exhibiting  a  view 
of  country  1200  miles  in  length,  extending  from  the  Mouth  of 
the  Missouri  River  to  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  being  by  far  the 
largest  picture  ever  executed  by  man.     8vo.      Boston,  1847. 

Everett,  Edward.  A  Eulogy  on  the  Life  and  Character  of  John 
Quincy  Adams,  delivered  at  the  request  of  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  in  Faneuil  Hall.  April  15th,  1848.  8vo.  Bos- 
ton,  1S48. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

Hillhouse,  James.  Proposition  fjr  amending  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  submitted  by  Mr.  Hillhouse  to  the  Senate,  on 
the  12th  day  of  April,  1808.  with  his  explanatory  remarks.  8vo. 
New  Haven,  1808. — Gft  of  James  II.  Hammond. 

Massachusetts.  Senate  Doc.  No.  9.  Report  of  Benjamin  Perley 
Poore,  of  his  agency  in  procuring  copies  of  public  documents 
from  the  archives  of  France,  with  letters  of  Gov.  BrUrgs,  Mr. 
Palfrey  and  Mr.  Sparks,  in  relation  thereto. — Gift  of  Hon.  J.  G. 
Pafrey. 

Palfrey,  James  G.  Speech  on  the  Political  Aspect  of  the  Slave 
Question,  delivered  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  January 
26th,  1848.     8vo.     Washington,  18  18.— Gift  rf  the  Author. 

Proceedings  of  the  Court  Martial  in  the  trial  of  Lieutenant  Co-onel 
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Fremont.  8vo.  Washington,  1848. — Gift  of  Hon.  D.  S. 
DiJcinson. 

American  Art  Union.     Proceedings  of,  for  the  year  1847. 

First  and   Second   Bulletin,    April  23,  and  May 

10,1843. 

Proceedings  of  the  New  York  Democratic  State  Convention,  held 
at  the  Capitol,  Jan.  2G  and  27,  1848. 

Noah,  M.  M.  A  Letter  addressed  to  the  Southern  Delegates  of 
the  Baltimore  Convention,  on  the  claims  of  the  "  Barnburners," 
lo  be  admitted  to  seats  in  that  Convention. — Gift  of  Prosper  M. 
Wetmore. 

Report  of  Mr.  Murphy,  of  the  Joint  Library  Committee  of  Congress, 
on  the  memorial  of  M.  Vattemare,  in  relation  to  international 
exchanges. — Gift  cf  Hon.  H.  C.  Murphy. 

An  Appeal  to  the  Whig  National  Convei  tion,  in  favor  of  the  nom- 
ination of  Daniel  Webster  to  the  Presidency.  By  a  Whig  from 
the  start.     8vo.     New  York,  1843.— Gift  of  George  P.  Putnam. 

Lay,  G.  T.  The  Chinese  as  they  are  ;  their  moral  and  social 
character,  manners,  customs,  and  language,  with  remarks  on 
their  arts  and  sciences,  their  medical  skill,  &c.  Containing, 
also,  Illus  rative  and  Corroborative  Notes,  by  E.  G.  Squier. 
8vo.     Albany,  1843.— Giftof  Joel  MunselL 

Hall,  J.  Prescott.  A  Discourse,  delivered  before  the  New  Eng- 
land Society  of  New  York,  Dec.  22,1847.  8vo.  New  York, 
1813. 

Proceedings  of  the  Bar  of  the  City  of  New  York,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  death  of  Chancellor  Kent,  Dec.  14,  1847.  8vo.  New 
York,  1843. 

Duer,  John.  A  Discourse  on  the  Life,  Character,  and  Public 
Services  of  James  Kent,  late  Chancellor  of  the  State  of  New 
York  ;  delivered  by  request  before  the  Judiciary  and  Bar  of  the 
City  and  State  of  New  York,  April  12,  1848.  8vo.  New 
York,  1843.— Gift  of  Marshall  S.  Bidwell. 

.     Copy  of  the  same. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

Annual  Message,  with  the  Reports  and  accompanying  Documents, 
transmitted  to  Congress  by  the  President,  at  the  opening  of  the 
1st  session,  30th  Congress,  (Dec.  7,  1847.) — Gift  of  Marshall 
S.  Bidwell. 

London  Metropolitan  Sanitary  Commission.  First  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  what 
special  means   may  be   requisite   for   the   improvement  of  the 
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Health  of  the  Metropolis.  Also.  Minutes  of  the  Evidence  taken 
before  the  Commissioners.  Fol.  London,  1S47. — Gift  of  John 
Romeyn  ftrodfiead. 

Wiltbank,  John.  Valedictory  Address  delivered  before  the  grad- 
uating class  of  the  Medical  Department  of  Pennsylvania  Col- 
lege, session  cf  1644-5,     Bvo.     Philadelphia,  1847. 

Patterson,  Henry  S.  Valedictory  Address,  delivered  before  the 
graduates  of  the  Medical  Department  of  Pennsylvania  College, 
session  1843-4.      8vo.     Philadelphia,  1S4  i. 

Pettit,  Thomas  M'Kean.  An  Annual  Discourse  delivered  before 
the  Historical  Society  cf  Pennsylvania,  Nov.  19,  1828.  8vo. 
Philadelphia,  1823. 

Halsted,  Oliver  S.  Address  upon  the  Character  of  the  late  Hon. 
Isaac  H.  Williamson,  delivered  before  the  Bar  of  New  Jersey. 
Sept.  3,  1844.      8vo.     Newark,  154  L 

Tyson,  Job  R.  Memoir  of  Thomas  C.  James,  M.  D.,  one  of  the 
Vice  Presidents  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.  R.ead 
before  the  Society,  1st  Feb.  1S36,     8vo.     Philadelphia,  1836. 

Chandler,  Joseph  R.  The  Pilgrims  of  the  Rock.  An  Oration 
delivered  in  the  First  Congregational  Church,  before  the  Society 
of  the  Sons  of  New  England  of  Philadelphia,  at  their  second 
anniversary,  2 2d  December,  1S45.     8vo.     Philadelphia,  1846/ 

Thayer,  M.  Russell.  Reciprocal  Influences  of  the  Physical  and 
Intellectual  World.  An  Oration  delivered  before  the  Zeloso- 
phic  Society  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  on  its  13th  an- 
niversary, Oct.  29,  1842.  Svo.  Philadelphia,  1842.— The 
preceding,  (7  in  number,)  the  gift  of  Samuel  Hazard  of  I  lid- 
adelphia. 
The  Journal  of  Isaac  Senter,  Physician  and  Surgeon  to  the  troops 
detached  from  the  American  Army  encamped  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  as  a  secret  expedition  against  Quebec,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  Benedict  Arnold,  Sept.  1775.  Svo.  Philadelphia, 
1846. — Gift  of  Pennsylvania   Historical  Society. 

Thornton,  Henry.  An  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Effects  of  the 
Paper  credit  of  Great  Britain.  Svo.  Philadelphia,  1807. 
— Gift  of  Rev.  R.    W.  Gri^cofd. 

Munsell,  Joel.  Outline  of  the  History  of  Printing,  and  sketches  of 
the  early  Printers.     Svo.     Albany,   1839. 

Pepper,  C.  Jun.  Manor  of  Rensselaerwyck.  Svo.  Albany, 
1846. 

Knox,  John  P.     A  brief  History  of  the  Protestant  Reformed  Dutch 
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Church  in  Nassau,  preached  Jan.  10,  1841.  6vo.  Albany, 
1841. 

Sprague,  William  B.  A  Sermon;  delivered  on  Sabbath  morning, 
Jan.  4,  1846,  containing  sketches  of  the  History  of  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church  and  Congregation,  Albany,  during  thirty 
years  from  the  period  of  their  organization.  8vo.  Albany, 
1846. 

,  a  Sermon  on  the  Danger  of  Political  Strife,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Second  Presbyterian  Congregation,  Albany,  Oct. 
13,  1844.     Svo.     Albany,  1844. 

.      An  Address   delivered    at    the  opening  of  the 

Brooklyn  Female  Academy,  May,  4,  1S4G.  8vo.  Albany, 
184G. 

.      An  Address  delivered  on  the  evening  of  the  22d 


February,  1347,  before  the  Young  Men's  Association  of  the  City 
of  Albany.     8vo.     Albany,   1847. 
.     A  Discourse  commemorative  of  the  Rev.  Thom- 


as Chalmers,  D.  D.,  delivered  in  the  second  Presbyterian  Church, 
Albany,  June  27,  1847.     8vo.     Albany,  1847. 

Fisher,  Samuel  W.  The  Supremacy  of  Mind.  A  Lecture  before 
the  Young  Men's  Association  of  the  City  of  Troy.  8vo.  Al- 
bany, 1845. 

Smith,  J.  Few.  The  American  Lutheran  Mission,  with  an  Ap- 
peal in  its  behalf:  an  address  before  the  General  Synod,  May 
16,  1845.     8vo.     Albany,  1845. 

Wyckoff,  Isaac  N.  Stability,  an  indispensable  element  of  use- 
fulness and  greatness.  An  Address  delivered  before  the  alum- 
ni of  Rutgers  College,  Jan.   14,  1S40.     Svo.     Albany,  1840. 

The  Fancy  Ball.  A  Letter,  lost  from  the  Port  Folio  of  a  Young 
Lady  of  Albany.     8vo.     Albany,  1846. 

Random  Sketches  upon  Witches,  Dreams,  Love,  and  Romance. 
By  a  Free  Thinker.     8vo.     Albany,  1847. 

Curtis,  Newton  M.  The  Bride  of  the  Northern  Wilds.  A  Tale. 
Svo.     New  York,  1843. 

The  Legends  of  Lampidosa,  or  the  Seven  Heroines.  8vo.  New 
York,  1844. 

Prynne,  Arthur.  The  Full  and  True  History  of  the  Conquest  ol 
Mexico,  by  Cortez  ;  by  Capt.  Bernal  Diaz  del  Castillo,  one  of  the 
Conquerors.     Translated  by  Prynne.     Svo.     Albany. 

Mille*-,  George  B.  Harmonious  Action  the  duty  of  the  Church, 
a  Sermon  preached    before  the  New  York   Ministcrium  ol  ihe 
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Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  at  Albany,  Sept.  7,  1845.     8vo. 
Albany,  1845. 

Lawyer,  John  D.  The  Distinction:  or  the  Word  of  God  against 
the  Traditions  of  Men.  A  Discourse  delivered  at  the  General 
Conference  of  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministers,  held  at  German 
Flatts,  Sept.  25,  1845.     8vo.     Albany,  1846. 

Smith,  Charles  A.  Discourse  on  Missions,  delivered  before  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
8vo.     Albany,  1333. 

Journal  of  the  Ninth  Annual  Session  of  the  Franckean  Evangelic 
Lutheran  Synod,   convened  at  Fordsboro,   N.  Y.,  June  4,  1846. 

Potter,  Horatio.  Rightly  dividing  the  Word  of  Truth.  A  Sermon 
on  the  Religious  Tendencies  of  the  Age,  and  the  consequent 
duty  of  the  Christian  Minister,  preached  in  St.  Peter's  Church, 
Albany,  Nov.  23,  1844.     8vo.     Albany,  1844. 

Kip,  Wm.  Ingraham.  Our  National  Sins  ;  a  Sermon,  preached 
at  St.  Paul's  Church  in  the  City  of  Albany,  on  the  evening  of 
the  20th  Sunday  after  Trinity,  1840.     Svo.     Albany,  1840. 

Batey,  John.  Thoughts  on  the  Immortality  and  Future  Condition 
of  Man  :  designed  for  all  who  deny  a  Future  State,  but  more 
especially  as  a  reply  to  Rev,  George  Storrs'  enquiry,  "  Arc  the 
souls  of  the  wicked  immortal  ?"     Svo.     Albany,  1343. 

Smith,  James.  Man,  with  his  ability,  through  the  atonement,  to 
render  himself  acceptable  to  God  ;  with  advice  as  to  the  means  of 
accomplishing  it.     Svo.     Albany,  1841, 

First  Presbyterian  Church,  Albany.  Proceedings,  March  22, 1847, 
respecting  change  of  place  of  worship. 

Steele,  John  B.  The  Symbol  and  Word  of  Encouragement  to  the 
Builders  of  the  Spiritual  Temple.  A  Sermon  preached  at  the 
Ordination  and  Installation  of  Rev.  Richard  II.  Steele,  as  pas- 
tor over  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Freehold,  in  Charlton,  Feb. 
16,  1843.     8vo.     Albany,  1843. 

Huntington,  Ezra  A.  The  House  of  God,  and  the  Laws  of  the 
House.  A  Sermon,  preached  at  the  dedication  of  the  new  house 
of  worship  erected  by  the  Third  Presbyterian  Church,  Albany, 
Dec.  3,  1845.     Svo.     Albany,  1845. 

Potter,  Horatio.  Remarks  in  favor  of  Free  Churches  ;  being  part 
of  an  Address  delivered  on  the  occasion  of  laying  the  corner 
stone  of  a  Free  Church  at  Fort  Edward.     8vo.     Albany,  1845. 

Odd  Fellows.  Firemen's  Lodge,  No.  19,  Albany.  Exercises  on 
the  celebration  of  the  6th  Anniversary,  March  21,  1S43.     Poem 
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by  Alfred  B,  Street,  Oration  by  George  W.  Clinton.  8vo.  Al- 
bany, 1843. 

Britian,  S.  B.  A  Discourse  on  War,  or  the  Duties  and  Obliga- 
tions of  the  Individual,  as  connected  with  the  Rights  of  the  Civil 
Government,  delivered  April  3,  1847.     8vo.     Albany,   1847. 

Edwards,  Isaac.  Temperance  Oration,  delivered  at  Guilderland 
Centre.  July  4.  1844.     8vo.     Albany,  1844. 

Smith.  J.  Hyatt.  National  Oration,  delivered  at  Guilderland 
Centre,  July  4,   1814.     Svo,     Albany,  1844. 

Report  of  the  Vestry  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  Albany,  of  the  Lay 
Delegates  appointed  by  them,  who  attended  the  Diocesan  Con- 
vention of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  at  New  York, 
23—30  Sept.  184r>.     Svo.      Albany,  1845. 

Watson,  Alexander.  A  Lecture,  delivered  April  2,  1845,  be- 
fore the  members  of  the  Albany  Female  Academy,  at  the 
close  of  the  annual  course  on  Astronomy.  8vo.  Albany, 
1845. 

Albany  Female  Academy.  Exercises  of  th?  Alumnoe,  Fifth  An- 
niversary, 16th  July,  1846.     8vo.     Albany,  1846. 

Halley,  Ebenezer.  Christianity;  its  past  struggles — its  present 
position — its  future  prospects.  An  Address,  delivered  before  the 
Theological  Society  at  Union  College,  July  25,  1847.  8vo. 
Albany,  1847. 

Clericus.  A  Letter  to  the  Synod  of  Albany,  on  the  subject  of 
Dancing — wherein  is  discussed  the  question,  Ought  the  Synod  to 
take  action  on  this  subject,  which  shall  bind  the  conscience  of 
the  Church  ?     Svo.     Albany,  1847. 

Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany,  convened  at  Fonda, 
N.  Y.  May  5,  1847.     Svo.     Albany,  1847. 

McCall,  John  M.  Address  delivered  before  the  New  York  State 
Medical  Society,  at  Albany,  Feb.  2,  1847.    8vo.    Albany,  1847. 

•.     Dissertation  on  Mental  Manifestation,  delivered 

before  the  N.  Y.  State  Medical  Society,  Feb.  2,  1847.  8vo. 
Albany,  1847. 

Blatchford,  Thomas  W.  Two  Addresses  before  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Feb.  I  and  2,  1848.  Svo. 
Albany,  1848. 

Bedford,  Gunning  S.  Introductory  Lecture  before  the  Albany 
Medical  College,  delivered  1st  Oct.  1839.     8vo.     Albany,  1339. 

Reese,  David  M.  Introductory  Lecture  before  the  Albany  Med- 
ical College,  Oct.  1,   1839.     8vo.     Albany,   1839. 
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Olcott,  Thomas  W.  Address  delivered  before  the  Albany  Phre- 
nological Society,  April,  2,  IS  10.     8vo.     Albany,   1840. 

Purple,  William  D.  The  influence  of  Dress  in  the  production  of 
Diseases  in  Females ;  read  before  the  Chenango  County  Medi- 
cal Society,  June  10,  16-17.     Svo.     Albany,  1617. 

A  System  of  Medical  Ethics,  adopted  by  the  Medical  Society  of 
the  State  of  New  York.     Svo.     Albany,  1-46. 

Wing,  Joel  A.  An  Address,  delivered  before  the  Medical  Society 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  Feb.  3,  1845.     8vo.     Albany,  1345. 

White,  Samuel.  Address  on  Insanity,  before  the  New  York  State 
Medical  Society.     Svo.     Albany. 

Ely,  Sumner.  Annual  Address,  delivered  before  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Feb.  3,  1341.  Svo.  AlbaJ 
ny,  1841. 

Beck,  John  B.  Observations  on  Ergot,  read  before  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Feb.  3,  1341.  Svo.  Alba- 
ny,  1841. 

Hull,  Laurens.  Annual  Address,  delivered  before  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Feb.  1840.  Svo.  Albany, 
1840. 

Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  on  the  subject  of  Medical  Education.  Svo.  Albany, 
1840. 

Blatchford,  Thomas  W.  Observations  on  Equivocal  Generation, 
prepared  as  evidence  in  a  suit  for  Slander.  8vo.  Albany, 
1844. 

Emmons,  E.  Description  of  some  of  the  bones  of  the  Zeuglodon 
Cetoides,  of  Prof.  Owen.     Svo.     Albany. 

Fitch,  Asa.  Winter  Insects  of  Eastern  New  Y'ork.  Svo.  Al- 
bany. 

.  The  Hessian  Fly,  its  history,  character,  trans- 
formation, and  habits.     Svo.     Albany,  1846. 

Haldeman,  S.  S.  A  description  of  several  new  and  interesting 
Animals.     Svo.     Albany,  1647. 

Hammond,  Wells  S.  Oration,  delivered  at  Cherry  Valley,  July 
4,  1839.     8vo.     Albany,  1S39. 

Nairne,  Charles  Murray.  Atheism  and  Pantheism  ;  a  Lecture 
delivered  before  the  Young  Men's  Association,  Albany,  March 
10,1318.     8vo.     Albany,  1648. 

Charter,  Rules,  and  Regulations  of  the  Young  Men's  A*svciation 
of  the  City  of  Albany.     Svo.     Albany,  1347. 

TOL.    VI.  IS 
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Young  Men's  Association,  Albany.  Seventh  Annual  Report,  Feb. 
3,   1840.     Svo.     Albany,  1840. 

— .     Eighth    Annual    Report,    Feb.  1,    1841.     8vo. 

Albany,  1841. 

Campbell,  William  II.  A  Funeral  Discourse,  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  Rev.  Andrew  Yates,  D.  D.,  delivered  before  the  Classis 
of  Schenectady,  in  the  R.  P.  Dutch  Church,  Nov.  17,  1844. 
8vo.     Albany,  1844. 

Huntington,  E.  A.  A  Funeral  Discourse,  on  David  'Perkins 
Page,  A.  M.,  late  Principal  of  the  State  Normal  School,  Albany, 
Jan.  9,  1848.     Svo.     Albany,  1848. 

Sprague,  William  B.  An  Address,  delivered  in  the  Middle  Dutch 
Church,  Albany,  at  the  funeral  of  Mrs.  Jane  Wyckoff,  wife  of 
the  Rev.  J.  N.  Wyckoff,  D.  D.,  Jan.  31, 1847.  8vo.  Albany, 
184S. 

WyckofF,  J.  N.  Christian  Example;  A  Sermon,  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  Christian  Miller,  for  60  years  a  member  of  the 
church  in  the  Dutch  Reformed  Connection,  Dec.  15,  1844.  8vo. 
Albany,  1844. 

Porter,  E.  S.  The  Language  of  Affliction  :  A  Sermon,  occasion- 
ed by  the  death  of  Adeline  Rider,  delivered  in  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  of  Chatham,  Feb.  1,  1846.     Svo.     Albany,  1846. 

Sprague,  William  B.  An  Address,  delivered  April  11,  1845,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  interment*of  Mr.  William  Davis,  Misses  Lu- 
crnda  and  Anna  WTood,  and  Miss  Mary  Anne  Torrey,  who  per- 
ished in  the  wreck  of  the  Steamboat  Swallow,  on  the  evening  of 
the  7th.     Svo.     Albany,  1845. 

Fisher,  Samuel  W.  The  purpose  of  God,  in  the  early  death  of 
the  Christian,  illustrated:  A  Sermon,  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  Miss  Mary  S.  Dwjght,  a  teacher  in  the  Albany  Female  Aca- 
demy, March  2,  1845.     Svo.     Albany,  1845. 

Sprague,  William  B.  A  Sermon,  delivered  to  the  Second  Pres- 
byterian Congregation  in  Albany,  March  4,  1833,  the  Sabbath 
after  the  intelligence  was  received  of  the  death  of  Jonathan  Cil- 
ley,  in  a  duel.     6vo.     Albany,  1833. 

Campbell,  J.  N.  A  Discourse  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of 
James  Kin<*,  Esq.,  delivered  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Albany,  June  27, 1841.     Svo.     Albany,  1841. 

Dean  Amos.  An  attempt  to  present  the  claims  of  Long  Lake  to 
the  consideration  of  all  those  who  are  in  search  of  good  land  at  a 
low  price.     8vo.     Albany,  1846. 
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Return  of  the  Commissioners  under  the  acts  to  improve  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Albany  Basin,  and  to  extend  the  opening  in  the  Alba- 
ny Pier,  made  to  the  City  Council,  Oct.  1642.  8vo.  Albany, 
1842. 

Some  Account  of  Acts  in  relation  to  the  Construction  of  the  Alba- 
ny Basin,  with  the  Opinion  of  a  Member  of  the  Albany  Bar, 
as  to  the  rights  of  parties  interested.     8vo.     Albany,  1848. 

Constitutionality  of  a  Bridge  at  Albany,  as  shown  in  the  remarks 
of  D.  Buel,  Jr.,  and  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  and  the  opinion  of  Chief 
Justice  Savage,  in  the  Troy  Bridge  Case,  decided  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  New  York,  in  183G,  with  an  abstract  of  the  testimony. 
8vo.     Albany,  1845. 

Documents  in  relation  to  the  State  Prison  competition,  1843.  8vo. 
Albany. 

Report  and  Speeches  on  the  State  Prison  Bill,  in  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, March,  1844.     8vo.     Albany,   1844. 

Opinion  of  Judge  Story,  May  term,  1845,  U.S.  Circuit  Court, 
Wood  worth  and  others  vs.  Stone.     (Planing  Machine  Patent.) 

Albany  and  Saratoga  Plank  R.oad.     Articles  of  Association. 

Analysis  of  the  Testimony  on  the  trial  of  Alvin  Cornell  for  mur- 
der, and  of  the  subsequent  proof,  whic  i  led  to  the  commutation 
of  his  punishment. 

III.  Chronicles,  Chapter  1,     (A  political  Satire,  1847.) 

Burr,  C.  C.  Substance  of  an  Extemporaneous  Oration  on  Irish 
Repeal,  delivered  in  Troy,  Oct.  23,  1-i  L  Svo.  Albany,  1844. 
— The  preceding  pamphlets,  (82  in  numher,  and  bound  in  4 
vo7s.)  the  gift  of  Joel  Munsell,  Albany. 

Townsend,  Joseph.  Some  account  of  the  British  Army,  under  the 
command  of  General  Howe,  and  of  the  Battle  of  Brandy  wine,  on 
the  memorable  September  11th,  1777,  &c.  Accompanied  by  ' 
a  notice  of  the  Life  of  Joseph  Townsend,  and  an  Historical 
Sketch  of  the  Battle.  8vo.  Philadelphia,  1S4G.— - Gift  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Hist.  So:iety. 

Corda,  A.  C.  Contribution  to  the  knowledge  of  the  different 
kinds  of  brand  in  the  Cereals  and  Blight  in  Grain.  Transla- 
ted from  the  German,  by  K.  G.  Smith.  4to.  Albany,  1847. 
— Gift  of  Joel  Munsell,  Albany. 

The  Literary  World.  Edited  by  C.  F.  Hoffman.  Vol  II.— 
Gift  of  Osgood  4*  Co.,  Publishers. 
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NEWSPAPERS. 

The  Eluoidator.— William  Williams,  Utica,  Beriah  B.  Hotchkin, 
Editor. 

1830— 1831.     8  Jan.  1830,  to  27  Dec.  1631. 
The  Utica  Intelligencer.     Ira  Merrell. 

1826—1827.  "  31-  Jan.  \S26,  to  13  Feb.  1827.     Nos.  1—55. 
Utica  Sentinel.      William  Williams. 

1824—  1825.      20    April,     1324,  to  7  June,  1825,' when  the 
pap;r  was  united  with  the     Columbian  Gazette,  and 
issued  under  the  title  of 
Utica  Sentinel  &  Gazette.     Samuel   D.  Dakin  &  Wm.  J.  Bacon. 

1825.     14  January  to  30  May. 
The  Patrol.     Seward  &  Williams,  Utica. 

1815.     5  Jan.    1815,  to  1  Jan.  1816.     2  copies. 
Utica  Patriot.     Merrell  6c  Camp,  for  the  Editor. 

1814—1316.     15  Feb.  1814,  to  29  March,  1816. 
Utica  Patriot  6c  Patrol.     Ira  Merrell,  for  Proprietors. 

1816—1321.     2  April,  1816,  to  6  March,  1821. 
Columbian  Gazette.     Thomas  Walker,  Utica. 

1807—1815.     17  March,  1807,  to  28  Feb.  1815. 

1817—1821.     4  March,  1S17,  to  20  Feb.  1821. 
Also,   broken,   unbound   files  of  the 
Whitestown  Gazette.     Wm.  McLean,  Utica. 

1801,  1802,  and  1303. 
Utica  Patriot.     Merrell  6c  Seward. 

1803,   1804,   1805,  1806,   and      1807.— The    preceding  (24 
volurr.cs)  the  Gift  of  William   Williams,  Esq.    Utica. 
New  York  State  Mechanic.     J.  Munsell  &  Co.     Edited  by  E.  G. 
Squier   6c   J.   Munsell.  Albany.* 

1841—1813.     20  Nov.  1841,     to  17  June,  1843. 
Mechanic's  Journal.     Munsell   &  Macfarlane,   and  Munn  &  Co., 
Albany. 

1846—1847.     5  Dec.  1846,  to  27  Nov.  1847.  Vol.  I. 
Albany   Religious  Spectator.     Pease  6c  Munsell.     E.   H.  Pease. 

1844—1845.     2  Nov.  1844,  to  25  Oct.  1845.     Vol.  I.— The 
Gift  of  Joel  Munsell,  Albany. 

MANUSCRIPTS. 

Miscellaneous  Papers. — 1.  Copy  of  Freeman's  Oath,  New  York, 
(1770.)     2.  No.  of  Churches  and  Ministers  in  the  Province  of 
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New  York,  1773 ;  3.  Extract  from  a  "  Two  Years  Journal  in 
New  York  ;"  4.  <•  The  Battle  of  Wall  Street ;"  5.  Account  of 
the  original  settlement  of  the  Isle  of  Tines,  1500. — Gift  of  Sam- 
uel Huzarl,  Philadelphia. 

Thoughts  on  the  Military  Establishment  proper  for  the  United 
States,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  War,  in  1783,  by  Timothy 
Pickering,  Quartermaster  General.  Also,  a  plan  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  National  Militia,  by  the  same. 

Correspondence  of  General  Pickering,  Col.  Hay,  and  others,  rela- 
tive to  collection  of  forage,  &c,  upon  lands  of  the  refugees  in 
WestChester.  1781. — Gift  of  Isaac  Q.  Leake,  a  Correspond, 
ing  Member. 

BY  PURCHASE  AND  EXCHANGE. 

Chandler,  Peleg  W.  American  Criminal  Trials.  2  vols.  12 mo. 
Boston,   1844. 

Kilty,  John.  The  Land-holder's  Assistant,  and  Land  Office  Guide ; 
being  an  Exposition  of  Original  Titles,  as  derived  from  the  Pro- 
prietary Government,  and  more  recently  from  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, &c,  containing  a  brief  Historical  Account  of  the  grant 
and  settlement  of  the  Province  of  Maryland.  8vo.  Baltimore, 
1808. 

Mayo,  Robert.  A  View  of  Ancient  Geography  and  Ancient  His- 
tory.    8vo.     Philadelphia,  1813. 

Congressional  Reporter,  Containing  the  Public  Documents  and  the 
Debates,  of  the  12th  Congress.  2  vols.  bvo.  Concord,  N.  H. 
1811—1813. 

Williams,  Stephen  W.  The  Genealogy  and  History  of  the  Fam- 
ily of  Williams  in  America,  more  particularly  of  the  Descen- 
dants of  Robert  Williams  of  Roxbury.  12 mo.  Greenfield, 
1847. 

Lights,  Shadows,  and  Reflections  of  Whigs  and  Tories;  by  a 
Country  Gentleman.     12mo.     Philadelphia,  1S43. 

Viesseux,  A.  The  History  of  Switzerland  from  the  first  irrup- 
tion of  the  Northern  Tribes  to  the  Present  Time,  including  the 
wars  of  Independence,  the  Confederations  of  the  Cantons,  the 
Reformation  by  Zuinglius,  Struggles  during  the  French  Revo- 
lution, &c,  with  a  large  colored  Map.     8vo.     London,  184G. 

Lincoln,  Robert  W.  Lives  of  the  Presidents  of  the  United  States, 
with  Biographical  Notices  of  the  Signers  of  the  Declaration  of 
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Independence  ;  Sketches  of  the  most  remarkable  events  in  tho 
history  of  the  country,  &c,  with  45  engravings  and  portraits. 
8vo.     New  fork,  1342. 

Street,  Alfred  B.  Poem,  composed  for  the  celebration  of  the  Gth 
anniversary  of  Firemen's  Lodge  No.  19,  I.  O.  O.  F.  (Odd 
Fellows  Celebration  Albany,  March  21,  1843.) 

Clinton,  George  "W.  Oration  delivered  at  the  celebration  of  the 
6th  anniversary  of  Firemen's  Lodge  No.  19,  I.  O.  O.  F.  (Odd 
Fellows  Celebration,    Albany.     March  21,  1843. 

The  Trial  of  John  Peter  Zenger,  of  New  York,  Printer,  for  Libel, 
with  a  Narrative  oi'  his  case.  To  which  is  added  the  Trial 
of  William  Owen,  Bookseller,  near  Temple  Bar,  for  Libel,  &c. 
8vo.     London,  1755 

American  Loyalists.  The  Case  and  Claim  of  the  American  Loy- 
alists impartially  stated  and  considered.  London,  1783.  A 
Collection  of  Acts  or  Laws  passed  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  relative  to  the  .American  Loyalists  and  their  property. 
London,  1785.  The  Claim  of  the  American  Loyalists  reviewed 
and  maintained  upon  incontrovertible  principles  of  law  and  jus- 
t  ce.     London,  1788.     8vo.     [3  Tracts  in  1  volume.] 

Hazard,  Samuel.  Hazard's  United  States  Commercial  and  Sta- 
tistical Register.     Vols.  I. — VI.,  complete. 

Elliott,  Jonathan.  The  Virginia  and  Kentucky  Resolutions  of 
1798  and  '99  ;  with  Je Terson's  original  draught  thereof.  Also, 
Madison's  Report.  Calhoun's  Address.  Resolutions  of  the 
several  States  in  relaiion  to  State  Rights ;  with  other  Docu- 
ments in  support  of  the  Jedersonian  Doctrines  of  '98.  8vo. 
Washington,  1532. 

Missouri,  Red  River,  &c.  Discoveries  made  in  exploring  the,  by 
Captains  Lewis  &  Clarke,  &c.  Communicated  to  Congress,  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  Feb.  19,  1600.     8vo.     New  York,  1806. 

[Auchmooty,  Samuel.]  The  Letters  of  Papinian,  in  which  the 
conduct,  present  stale,  and  prospects  of  the  American  Congress, 
are  examined.     12rno.     New  York,  1779. 

Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  Simon  Lord  Frazer,  of  Lovat.  8vo.  Lon- 
don   1747. 

[French  Claims  in  North  America.]  A  Memorial,  containing  a 
summarv  view  of  facts,  with  their  authorities,  in  answer  to  the 
Observations  sent  by  the  English  Minister  to  the  Courts  of 
Europe.    Translated  from  the  French.    8vo.    New  York,  1757-. 
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Hunt's  Albany  Commercial  Directory  for  1843-9.  12mo.  Al- 
bany, 1843. 

Munsell,  Joel.  The  Every  Day  Book  of  History  and  Chronology  ; 
embracing  the  anniversaries  of  memorable  persons  and  events  in 
every  period  and  state  of  the  world,  from  the  creation  to  the 
present  time.     2  vols.     12mo.     Albany,  1343. 

Neilson,  Charles.  An  original,  compiled  and  corrected  account  of 
Burgoyns's  Campaign,  an  1  the  memorable  Battles  of  Bemis's 
Heights,  Sept.  19,  and  Oct.  7,  1777,  from  the  most  authentic 
sources  of  information  ;  including  many  interesting  incidents 
connected  with  the  same;  and  a  Map  of  the  Battle  Ground. 
12mo.     Albany,  1844. 

Report  of  the  Debates  and  Proceedings  of  the  Convention  for  the 
Revision  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  New  York,  1846. 
[Atlas  Edition.]     8vo.     Albany,  1846. 

The  American  Literary  Magazine.  By  T.  Dwight  Sprague.  Vol. 
I.     Svo.     Albany,  1847. 

The  American  Quarterly  Journal  of  Agriculture  and  Science, 
Conducted  by  Drs.  E.  Emmons  and  A.  J.  Prime.  (Vols.  I.  and 
II.)  E.  Emmons  and  A.  Osborn,  (Vol.  III.)  E.  Emmons,  A. 
Osborn,  and  0.  C.  Gardner,  (Vol.  IV.)  E.  Emmons  and  A. 
Osborn,  (Vols.  V.  and  VI.)     Svo.     Albany,  184.)— 1S47. 

Sutherland,  Alexander.  Achievements  of  the  Knights  of  Malta. 
2  vols.  12mo.     Philadelphia,  1846. 

Mr.  Gibes,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
made  a  report  on  the  nominations  which  had  been  refer- 
red to  that  committee,  recommending  the  following  can- 
didates, who  were  thereupon  elected,  viz  : — 

HONORARY  MEMBERS. 

Hon.  John  A.  Dix,  New  York. 

Hon.  George  P.  Marsh,  Vermont. 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

Joshua  V.  H.  Clark,  Manlius,  N.  Y. 

Joel  Munsell,  Albany,       " 

George  Brinley,  Jr.,  Hartford,  Conn. 
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RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 


William  H.  Burr,  Thomas  J.  Crowen, 

William  S.  Jewett,         J.  Hancock  Douglass. 

Mr.  Gibbsrcad  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  Mr.  James 
R.  Hitchcock,  of  New  York,  enclcsing  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  Don  Alonzo  Manuel  Peon,  of  Merida,  Yucatan,  an- 
nouncing the  donation  of  a  box  of  antiquities  from  that 
country.  The  box  being  detained  in  the  custom-house, 
the  letter  was,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Foreign  Corres- 
ponding Secretary,  with  instructions  suitably  to  acknow- 
ledge the  donation  when  received. 

Various  nominations  were  made  to  the  Society,  and 
severally  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  E.  George  Squier,  then  read  a  paper  on  "The 
Historical  and  Mythological  Traditions  of  the  Algonquin 
Tribes  of  Indians,  with  a  translation  of  the  *  Walum  Olum? 
or  Bark  Record,  of  the  Linni-Lenape." 

On  the  conclusion  of  the  paper,  Mr.  W.  Chauncey  of- 
fered the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved ',  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented 
to  Mr.  Squier,  for  his  very  interesting  paper  just  read,  and 
that  a  copy  be  requested  for  the  archives  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Varnum,  Jr.,  read  a  memorial  addressed  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  petitioning  for  the 
purchase  of  the  estate  at  Mount  Vernon,  formerly  the  re- 
sidence of  Washington.  His  object,  he  remarked,  was 
not  to  solicit  any  action  of  the  Society  on  the  subject,  but 
with  the  view  of  obtaining  the  signatures  of  such  of  the 
members  present,  as  approved  of  the  object  of  the  me- 
morial. 

The  Society  then,  on  motion,  adjourned,  to  meet  again 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October  next. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 

Iu  L843,  the  Society  adopted  ihe  pin:'  cu  paid! slung  sn  annual  bulletin  !  f  their  Proceedings, 
which,  with  slight  variations  in  form:  has  since  been  continu?d. 

These  volumes,  five  in  nufjrjher,  eoutsia  tb.e  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  at  the  annual  and 
monthly  meetings,  the  Report  l>£  the  officers  and  Executive  Committee,  and  abstracts  of  the 
discussions,' with  the  Papers rcud  u*  the  meeting's;,  log  the*  with  ■  n  op  ol  all  donations  and 
additions  to  the  Library  a:>d  Cabinet.  The  following  is  a  nummary  of  the  principal  contents  of 
the  different  volumes : 

VoiuifK  *oiri841.  i  Historical  Considerations   m  ll  i  Siege  and  Defence 

Inaugnral  Address  of  the   Hon.  Alb*rt  Gat.latis,  i      of  F>>ri  Stanwh   ..,  ! '  "■  i.     (J;   II.  R.  S   hoolcraft. 
President, delivered  before  the  New  Yon:  Historical  '  'J  he  Di<ei  '    \ :  Enuli  :i  C!  >v<  rnment  in  the 

Society,  February  7   lv*i3.  j      em;  oym     i   r>l    ill     Indians  in   the   Revolutionary 

Memoir  on  xhe  N<mh  astern    Boundary  in  connexion  !      War.    By  \\   M.i\>t  W.  Cami-bell. 

u>iii  Mr.  Jay's    Jlap,  by    Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,      demoif  of  Sami     itj  _■..■■•!.    K_,  Osgood  Field. 
President  of  the  Society.    Together  with  a  >,  e  ch    Observation    .  .•     rcii»<r  the  two  ancient  Maps  of  New 
on  the   -,a:iie   subject,    before  the   N.  Y.    Historical!       Nttherfaod.    luund    in  the    Royal   Archives  at  the 
Society,  April  !">.  184:5.  by  Hoq.  Daniel  Wubstkr,  I      II  .v.'.1  in  >'i.     B^  J<  us  Rome1  •  Brodhkad. 
Secretary  of  State.  I  Address  delivered  before  the  New  York  Historical  So- 

A  Paper  on  the  Progress  of  the Science of  Ethnology-        ciety.  i.-;  its    '.;  t  Anniversary,   -0  November,  1845. 
Bj  John  Russell  Bartlett.  By  Ai^x.rirru  VV.  Bradford. 

Pappr,  by  Charles  Fenng  Hoffman,  on  the  Olstinc-  i  Volume  roa  IS46. 

live  Character  of  the  People  of  New  York,  as  if  ex-     Memoir  of  the  Freneh  and  (nd   m  Expedition  ■  :airist 
isted  before  the  revolution  of  177G.  I      the  Province   ol    New  York,   which  surprised   and 

Memoir  of  Col.  John  Trumbull,  r>y  Willi  vm  L.  Srosr.  j      burned  Schenectady,  February  9,  M589-&0.    By  Rev. 

VOLUMS,    FOR  1^44.  M\i   '--•'!  I.    Va.\    Kl  N    -   M.AER. 

Paper  on  the  New  Netherlands.    By  Rev.  Thomas  ;  Noi'n  es  ofs  •  i  fi  mi          I     rthen  Vessels  found  in  the 

.U.-:  Witt,  J>.  D.                                                              !  low  Tumuli  oi  Ftoi      i,     id  in  the  caved  and  burial 

Paper  on  the  .Aboriginal  names  and  Geographical  Tor-  I  places  of  the  group  <          ■   ...  I  i  bes  north  of  those 

minology  of  the   State  of  New   York.    By   Henry  j  latitudes      By  I       .           ?ciiooi.craft. 

R.  Schoolcraft.  Observations  ti  :nl  ■  :  to     '■■        thai   th.i    Grand  Turk 

Copy  and  translation  of  the  Latin  Inscrfptior    upon  |  Is!;  ■■■!.  and  not  -  in  SuIvh  lor,  w  is  the  first  soot  on 

the  toirfb  ofiRi-chardNicolls,   the-first  English'  Gov-  j  vv]    rh   I    dumb'i                  in  the  New  World.    By 

ernor  of  New  York                                                         I  George  Gibbs,  oi   ,'■.         I      nd. 

,Soiue  passages    in    the  Life   of  Governor  Tompkins.  |  Observations   >n  ti   :  Pro«.       s  of  Geography  and  Ethnol- 

t'y  John  VV.  Edmonds.                                                j  <  :y,   w'\  h  the  h                 facts  dedu<  ;d  therefrom. 

Remarks- on  the  past  II  story  and  present  Condition  of  I  h,    ion     Ri     jell  Bahtl    re. 

Morocco,  Algiers,  and  the  Barbary  Regencivs.     By  An  Arld.n     ...,,..<        ■    ire  the  New  York  Historical 

William  B.  Hodgson.                                                '  Sod  ty,   at    .:•   i-d                      .    iTui   November, 

Aceountof  the  Statue  of  George  HI.  formerly  standing  j  iS46.    By  Uenkv  R    Semiou-RAFT. 

in    the    Bowling  Green.   New  York.     By  Geori  ..  Voi.t  >t.i:  :  •:  1*47. 

Gibes.  Paper  byJi  =ej  :i  B.  V  ■.::■.•  •■  .  Jr..  on  the  ''History  of 

The  Romance  of  American  History.     By  Dr- Thomas  thi    redcral  ^            <                    .   ' 

W'.yhd.                                                                                      '.  Letti  :■':..-'.  •              .:■  Oi  :■:.   »  n  the   Ruins  of 

An  Address  delivered  before  tho  New  York  Historical  !,..'. 

Society,  at  its  H)th  Anniversary,  5J0  November,.  1S4-1.  -Paprr  ml  he  I)  l                     ral  St   (hair  in  1701.    By 

PyJoHN  Roxkvn  Brodhead.  '  (  i  a:  ol    it  R.<                '•!.  U. 

V<  lcme  for  1845.  Paper  on  ihe  Kai                        I  •  '<  nies  on  the  Dela- 

Sketches  of  Biographical  Writers  and  their  Works,  of  ware.     I      .!  •                      kw-ma.v. 

tlte  state  of  New  York.     B\  IVilliam  L.  Stone.  An  O    :••        ■    .                    f  ila'i     ;of  Ticonderonn,  in 

Report  of  the  C    m   [::>  :  on  •'-.  ;  r   [josed  new  National  I        "'-  '    ■      -    -    'r.'^\   a   surgoonin 

N'amte.     By   David   Dudley  Field.     Also,    Letters  [lie    e*|       ti   n.      (         mini        :d   by    Benjajius    F. 

from  the  Historical  e    :iet     5  of  Massachusetts,  3b  Tuomi 

rylaiidand  New  J               mi  from  Messrs.  Ciay,  Van  Jesuit  Ri    .•      is  of  Disi    ver        ami  other  Occnrren- 

Bureh,  Story.  Kent,  and  others  on  the  sain;  subject  i  and  Western  States 

Paper  upon  the  Indian  Names  of  Long   Island.     By  of   the   L*n           .      .        hJ.      h\    li.   C.  O'Calla- 

Uesjami.n  V.  Thompson.  ,      oiian,  M.  D. 


"Nam  $  of  Donors  to  the  h:v-:\:-j\.\  an  I  Cab  set  during  the  month  of  May. 

•  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  Boston.    Orsamus  FI.  Ma  -ha.:.  E    ;  th  I  -  E.  Wen, 

"    John  <;.  I'-;: '•  y.  M.  C  Bufiii    >,  M.  Looi    \  i        , Paris, 

««    D.  S.  Dicki    ?on.  M    C.       Joshua  L    ivitt,  E    :   Bo    o   ,  Bensoi    J.  L      ing,  Esq. 
'•    Henry  G.  )           \  M.  C.    V^  i  Esq. 

"    Mai  -  ml]  S.  Efdwell,  1 1  ■  -  1  I        % 

•'    John  Duer,  Satnue    tj       rd,  Esq.  Pi 

Gen.  Prosper- M-.  T«V  tfi    re,       .  Joel  Munsvl.  Esq     i  Com.  Advertiser. 

John  Hi  m  yn  Bro       ad,  Es  i.     J  I  ■  Edit       *  rn  Literary 

Henrv  \.  Brauv,  ii- ;  -■'  "         :  '■  '    '  :-  Messenger. 
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Tee  NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  witha  view  to  diffuse  a  knowl- 
edge of  its  proceedings  and  ke«-p  alive  an  interest  in  its  •-    E        have  provi 

the  publication  01  a  Mo:  niLY  B\  lletxh  or  Ri.pokt  oi  :'s  proci  edings  ;  to  com-]':?.  ■ 

1.  A  suocrscr,  w*ij.  pisesti  d  Rlport  of  ths  ecslness  froceej  hsgs  or  the  St 
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everjr  resident  and  co*-r:-spor.dinrr  member  of  the  Society,  as  well  as  tor  others  who 
take  an  interest  in  Historical  investigations,  has  obtained  permission  to  publish  the 
same  ;  which  he  proposes  ro  do  on  the  f  (lowing 

CONMTiONS: 
The  work  will  be  handsomely  printed,  in  octavo,  on  fine  paper,  and  done  up  in 
a  neat  cover.     Thenvuaftberof  pages  to  be  issued  each  month,  will  of  course  depend 
on  the  amount  and  charaetei  of  the  business  transacted  at  each  meeting  of  the  ^o- 
cie:y,  cmd  wi  '  '•' ir ;  bom  twelve  tc  thirty-two  pages. 

Each  number  wi  1  be  re?>.ly  for  delivery  on  or  before  the  third  Saturday  of  each 
month  in  winch  it  i-  published  and  will  be  delivered  :o  subscribers  in  the  city, 
at  their  residence1?  an  i  forwarded  by  mail  to  others, 
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WILLIAM  VAN  NORDEN", 
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COLLECTIONS. 

The  first  seriis  of  C  consistiug  of  live  volumes,  was  published  in 

1814,  1821, 1826,  and  182$).     The  first  volume  of  the  second  series,  was  ]  . 
a  second  volume  is  now  in  the  press.     The  following  is  a  general  summary  oi  I 

the  published  volumes : 

V  >LCMS    I 

The  original  Charter,  C     •titution,  and'By-Lawsof 
the  New  York  Hist  txic  .  Srw  *ty. 

A  Discourse,  designe  eui  . -:<"  thf  Discovery 

of  New  York,  deiiven  ibe!   re  ihe  New  Vork  Histor- 
ical Society.  Sept.  4. 1:  y    '  •   ••       •'•.:.,.,     1 1. 

The  relation  of  Ji'An    ."•■>■  ••  land  by  i 

him  discovered,  in  ihe  '     je  tie  Francis  | 

the  First,  anno  150-1.      Fn  in  M  ickUiy  t..i 


Hi 


on,  lot  the 
in  in  April 


The  Voyage  of  Henry   Hudson  towards   the  North! 

Pole,  anno  1607. 
A  second  voyage  nf  Hei  -\  UntUi  n    tor  finding  a  pas-  ! 

sage  to  ih-   £ast  Indie*  m    beast,  amio  1603. 

The  third  voyage  of  Henry    Hudson   towards    N 

Zembla,  Sec.  and   tlonsi   i' ■    coast   northwest  to  42 

degrees  ami  ahull  •  river  (the  Hudson) 

near  to  43  degrees,  ann  » ltiOLi.    'j   et's  Narrative] 
An  abstract  of  the  journ  lI  i 

discovery  of  the  northw<  - 

in  the  year  1610,  an  I 
A  larger  Disc  ilirse  i 

cess  thereof,  v.  rittei      .    \ 
Document-  relating  to  lh<   •  . 

extracted  from  the  second  v 

torical  Colleciichis"  164!    -  j   ■ 
Laws  established    by  Ja  i   •      Duki 

government  of  the  Du 

in  the  year  1664 — (calh  d  the  "  1 

of  Laws.") 

Vol  rv  ■  iT. 
Discourse  delivered  be  to    • 

Society,  December  G.  i-iu     By 

son,  M.  D. 
Discourse  delivered  on  -    - 

the  Hon.  Ds  WlTt  Ci  :•■■■ 
Discourse  deliver  don 
the  BonGouvER! 


i  .     <  ,  and  the 

!'r  :kett. 

t  rvof  >ev> 
le  of  Hazard'; 

:e  i  f  York, 

st  ll&mpto 


Y  >rk, 


I3ook 
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,     •. 


Discourse  deiiven  .: 

Samuel  L.  Mm  «    i 
An  ACcotini  of  M    n 

tion  and  Disi  ov«  r'u  - 
An  Extract  of  a  Iran 

Sweed   Land,   in    A 

Thomas  Cam panius 

al'B  Delaware. 
Catalogue  ol  the 

Charts,    VieWs%  l'«»r 

Library  of  i'r.<:  Ncv. 

pared  by  Timothy  A 

Inaugural   Discom  e 

Historical  Society,   by  th«   II   re  Gocvekse 

ris,  President,  September,  IH 
Anniversary  Discoursed.     ■ 

Historical  Society,  Dect  .  ; 

Vkrflanck.  .,.--,. 

piegraphical  Memoii  o<  husl' 

laveredls't  Nov.  mber,  1-1 
A  Discourse  on  the  tteiiifiun 
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H-MB    III 


in  the  City  of  Annapolis,  in  the  - 
relative  to  th  ■-<  ■.  <■.  ,,  .. 

New  Netherlands    (now    New 
Proprietary  of  Maryl  in  l.conternin 
Dutch  tithe  Territories    on  the  ! 
the  State*  f  Di  !  uvare,)   taken  fron    i  ,  • 

tied  "Council,  &c.  II.  II.   1656  to  li 
Communicated  I  ■>  John  L.  Bozm  in, 
C.i     tion    i  Medals  struck  in  n 

portant  events  in  North  Amerii 

the    Declaration    of   Independence  ol 
States.     By  James  Mease,  M.  V.  of  i 
Volumes  IV. and  V. 
a  i  The  History  of  the  late  Province  of  New  ' 
its  discovery  to  the  appointment  of  Uo\ 
tien,  in   17J.-2.     l',\  the  Hon.  William  Smith 
rn  riy  of.  New  Yorl  Chief  Ju 

Canada,     'i'o  u  hi<  h  is 
thor,  written    by  his  sun.    [This  edition  •■ 
the  History  of  Smith,  originally  pub  : 

extending  to  l~:s-J.  with  the  Continu  ition 
by  himself,  and  lir^t  published  by  the  N.  V 
Society.] 

Volume  I. — New  Ssrie.. 
Anniversary  Discourse  of  Hon.  James  Kent,  LL.  M  » 
before  th*  New  York  Historical  Society,  Di    uu    ■  r' 
6,  1&28 
The  Voyage  of  John  de  Verrazzano,  aloi  /  I 
of  North  America  fn  rn  Car  dma  to  V 
A.  D.  152 L    Translated   from  the  original  ha    ..  .; 
by. Joseph  G-.  Cogswell. 
Indian  Tradition  of  the  first  ai-rival  of  t  i 
Manhattan  Island 
r,  lrf.il.     By  I  Liunbrechtsen's  History  of  New  Net  -    - 

!      lated  from  the  original   Dutch,    by  F.  A.  Van  : 
By       K#kf. 

;  Description  of  the  New  Netherlands,  by  Adrian  \  nn 
By  ;      Der  Doncfc,    ti  tu  the  origin  A   Uu    h 

■I    .-    J       .'•:/'■•;. 
dl- 1  £x.tracts   from    the  Voi     ■■  ■   of    David    !   ■    ersen   il#] 
;      Vries.    'Fran  t  in  the 

liswiry  ol'  N  »w        Phil  idelphi  l  Li  Dr.  G. 

i'i  Sw  ■    ',     •••  i  E  .-,-  ict :  from  The  Ne\'\  World.  oraDescr 
and  j      West  1  hnde  Laet.    Pr  n  ..    :■ 

i    .    .  .    Durcl  i       ..      :   Folsom. 

C.Mr.ict  :n.!ii  ti rn  i  of  the  Voyage  of  '.   e  H  i  f 

"  li   ".     Henry   Hi  .      aster,  frm  Netb 

binds  lo  th«  Co  '-:  nf  North  America,  in  th 
1609.     By  Rouekt  .It  st,  mate. 
Notice  of  Argall's  Expedition-,  \<>  the  French 
ujents  in   Acadia  and    Manhattan   Is! 
By  Ueorqk  FoLs 
j  Letter  from  rmer,  describi 

ew  York  :     from  .Maine  to  Virgin  a,  A.  1)    1(519. 
l^liaS  U.  •  Corresp  indence  b  ilween  the  Colonies  <  i'  Ni  w  Ni  ih 

!     erlandsand  New  Plymouth,  A.  D.  '':-~- 
1.  D.  Je-  !  Charter  of  Liberties  granted  to  the  Pali 
■  ..D.i      ouists,   A.   D.    [■■-'■.   and    Miscellant      -    I  ■■ 

luin  Tribes  of  |      translated  from  the  Dutch  Coloni 
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North    Ann  rica, 

Historical  Society,   D<    - 

Samuel  FarSar  Jar  .  is 
An  Inaugural  Address  d  •  ■    "     New  York 

Historical  Society,  cru   the  .-<  Feb- 

ruary, J --'*,  b>  David  li   -  <*■'     ■'•    ■ '    I'i       •     t  of 

the  Society.  . 
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ItKO   L-v  Hknuv  Whk 
Communications   fro  u    ih        '  i  »mi  ki 

Jokes,  of  i  »v  *t<  r    I!  iy,  '•  - 
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Ne^v  Sweden,  or   the   Swedish   Settlements  on    tin 
Dela  .    re,  bj  t!      lie  1  Acrel 

from  theor         IS\V(  byNicuoi  ..  j  Collin,  U  D. 

Report  of  Ano-rtas  il  i..  ..•    Conuui 
ware,  1615.     I  I  from   the    Dutch  Colonial 

llec«A'ds. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


NEW    YORK    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 


STATED  MEETING,  OCTOBER  3,  1848. 


The  Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice  President,  in 
the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  in  June,  were  read  by 
Mr.  Warner,  the  Recording  Secretary,  and  approved. 

Mr.  Bartlett,  the  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary, 
presented  and  read  a  communication,  which  he  had  re- 
cently received  from  John  Romeyn  Brodhead,  Esq.,  with 
an  enclosure,  as  follows  : 

U.  S.  Legation,  London,  Aug.  17,  1848. 
Dear  Sir  :  a 

I  send  you  herewith,  an  extract  of  a  letter  I  have  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Deputy  Librarian  of  the 
Royal  Library  at  the  Hague,  enclosing  a  copy  of  an  an- 
cient Dutch  Manuscript  relating  to  the  History  of  New 
Netherland  ;  which  I  beg  leave,  in  Mr.  Campbell's  behalf, 
to  present  to  the  New  York  Historical  Society. 

I  have  endeavored  to  make  as  faithful  a  translation  as 
possible  of  this  interesting  paper,  which  I  also  enclose, 
together  with  some  explanatory  notes  ;  and  I  venture  to 
suggest  to  the  committee  charged  with  the  subject,  the 
propriety  of  including  it  in  the  volume  of  our  Collections 
now  in  preparation. 

With  great  regard,  I  am,  dear  sir,  very  faithfully,  yours, 

J.  ROMEYN  BRODHEAD. 
J.  R.  Bartlett,  Esq.,  For.  Cor.  Sec.  N.  F.  Hist.  Soc. 

vol.  vi.         19 
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[Copy.]  Royal  Library,  The  Hague, 

June  10,  1848. 

J.  Romeyx  Brodhead,  Esq.,  «Scc.  &e. 

U.  S.  Legation,  London. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Allow  me,  as  a  proof  of  my  lasting  and  growing  sympa- 
thies for  the  American  Union,  and  in  it  for  New  York, 
(oar  old  friend  Nieuw  Nederlandt,)  to  send  you  the  en- 
closed statement  of  its  situation  at  a  brief  period  after  it 
became  our  "West  India  Colony. 

The  priority  of  its  date  over  Vander  Donck's  description, 
may  give  to  it  an  historical  value,  which  doubtless  will 
induce  you  to  judge  it  worthy  of  being  joined  to  so  many 
more  valuable  documents  gathered  by  you  in  Europe. 

The  person  to  whom  the  writer,  Isaac};  de  Rasiercs,  ad- 
dresses his  note,  Mr,  Blommaeri,  was  a  member  of  the 
West  India  Company,  for  Amsterdam  ;  and  from  the 
whole  I  judge  de  Rasieres  was  an  inferior  officer  of  that 
same  Company  sent  over  in  "  Jut  Wapen  van  Amsterdam  " 
in  order  to  keep  his  chiefs  well  informed  of  the  real  state 
of  the  Colony.  Unhappily,  from  the  Calticr  (of  1G  pages 
in  folio)  the  two  interior  ones  (pages  7 — 10)  are  wanting, 
and  vainly  1  tried  to  find  them  out  wherever  they  might 
be.  The  piece  itself  being  an  original  was  joined  with 
others,  most  of  them  regarding  our  West  India  Colonies 
in  Brazil,  in  a  parcel  newly  bought  for  this  Royal  Library*; 
thus  explaining  the  fact  that  it  was  not  shown  to  you  dur- 
ing vour  investigations  at  the  Ha^ue. 

Be  so  kind,  sir,  as  to  offer  this  copy  to  the  Historical 
Society  of  New  York  in  my  name,  not  quite  unknown  to 
them,  since  you  kindly  mentioned  it  in  your  Report  ot 
October,  1S41,  about  the  historical  investigations  per- 
formed bv  you  in  Netherlands.  I  am  sure  I  could  not 
choose  a  more  worthy  interpreter  of  my  sentiments,  nor 
one  more  agreeable  to  the  Society  than  the  former  Histor- 
ical A^ent  of  New  York.  This  piece  will  increase  the 
number  of  the   Documents   in  the  period  between  1614 
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and  1640,   the   scarcity  of  which  you  deplored  in  your 
Report. 

From  the  general  dispersion  of  our  West  India  Colonial 
Archives,  it  can  hardly  fail  to  happen,  I  think,  and  espe- 
cially considering  my  actual  position  as  2d  Librarian,  that 
from  time  to  time  new  documents  about  New  Netherland 
will  occur  to  my  attention,  on  public  or  private  sale  ;  and 
I  hardly  need  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  I  will  be  attentive  to 
their  appearance,  and  if  possible  lay  hand  on  them,  and 
make  them  follow  in  original  or  copy,  dc  Rasieres1  state- 
ment. 

Accept,  dear  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  perfect  consid- 
eration, and  believe  me  as  ever, 

Your  truly  obedient  servant, 
[Signed.]         M.  F.  A.  G.  CAMPBELL. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mr.  Beekman, 
submitted  his  Report  of  correspondence  since  the  last 
meeting.  In  answer  to  a  letter  of  George  Tappen  of  Kings- 
ton, Esopus,  dated  July  5,  1848,  requesting  the  return  to 
him  of  certain  MS.  copies  offered  by  him  to  the  Society, 
and  which  they  declined  purchasing,  he  stated  that  the 
said  copies  had  been  delivered  to  the  order  of  Mr.  Tap- 
pen.  A  letter  from  the  Hon.  Falkland  II.  Martin,  Sec- 
retary of  State,  in  Missouri,  dated  Aug.  23,  1S4S,  had 
been  received,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  resolution  passed  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  that  State,  February  25,  1S45, 
granting  copies  of  legislative  documents  to  this  Society. 
The  letter  had  been  referred  to  the  Librarian. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  further  stated, 
that  information  having  reached  the  chairman  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  the  existence  of  a  valuable  collec- 
tion of  American  Antiquities,  which  had  been  in  posses- 
sion of  Dr.  "Bureau,  of  Gallipolis,  Ohio,  proper  inquiries 
had  been  made,  and  there  was  just  reason  to  believe  that 
the  collection  might  be  obtained  for  the  Society. 

The  Librarian,  Mr.  Moore,  then   announced  the  addi- 
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tions  which  had  been  made  to  the  Library  and  Cabinet, 
since  Jane,  as  follows  : — 

BY    DONATION. 

An  Universal  History  from  the  earliest  account  of  Time,  compiled 
from  original  authors  ;  and  illustrated  with  maps,  cuts,  notes, 
&c.  with  a  General  Index  to  the  whole.  21  vols.  8vo.  Lon- 
don, 1747— 1754.— Gift  of  Rev.  John  F.  Schroeder,  V.  D. 

Schroeder,  John  Frederick.  Memorial  of  Bishop  Hobart.  A  col- 
lection of  Sermons  on  his  death,  with  a  Memoir  of  his  Life  and 
Writings.     12mo.     New  York,  1831. — From  the  Author. 

•  .     Discourse    pronounced   before    the    New    York 

Horticultural  Society,  at  the  annual  celebration,  26th  August, 
1628.     8vo.     New  York,  2d  edit.  1838.— From  the  Author. 

.     Religion  and   the   State  ;    or  Christianity,   the 


Safeguard  of  Civil  Liberty ;  an  Oration,  delivered  at  St.  Paul's 
College,  College  Point,  5th  July,  1841.  8vo.  Flushing,  1841. 
— From  the  Author. 

New  York.  Transactions  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society,  with 
an  abstract  of  proceedings  of  the  County  Agricultural  Societies, 
and  of  the  American  Institute.  Vols.  VI.  and  VII.  184G  and 
1847.  8vo. — From  B.  P.  Johnson,  Esq.,  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary N.  Y.  State  Ag.  Society. 

Bolton,  Robert,  Jr.  History  of  the  County  of  Westchester,  from 
its  first  settlement  to  the  present  time.  2  vols.  8vo.  New  Yrork, 
1848. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

Wheeler,  Henry  G.  History  of  Congress,  Biographical  and  Polit- 
ical :  comprising  Memoirs  of  members  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  &c.  8vo.  New  York,  1843.— Gift  of  Rev.  R. 
W.  Griswold. 

Bartlett,  John  Ru?sell.  Dictionary  of  Americanisms.  A  Glos- 
sary of  Words  and  Phrases,  usually  regarded  as  peculiar  to  the 
United  States.     8vo.     New  York,  1S48. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

Hebbe,  G.  C  An  Universal  History,  in  a  series  of  Letters:  be- 
ing  a  complete  and  impartial  narrative  of  the  most  remarkable 
events  of  all  nations,  from  the  earliest  period  to  the  present  time  : 
forming  a  complete  History  of  the  World.  8vo.  Vol.  I.  New 
York,  1848. — Gift  if  the  Author. 

Jones,  J.  Seawell.  Memorials  of  North  Carolina.  8vo.  New 
York,  1833.     Gift  of  Mrs.  E.  F.  EUet. 
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Patent  Office.     Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  for 
'  1847.— Gift  of  Jhm.  F.  A.  Tallmadge. 

Valentine,  D.  T.  Manual  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  for  the  year  1848. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

Kilbourn,  Payne  Kenyon.  A  History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Kil- 
bourn  Family,  in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  from  the  year 
1635  to  the  present  time.  8vo.  Hartford,  1645. — From  the 
Author. 

: .  The  Skeptic,  and  other  Poems.  12mo.  •  Hart- 
ford, 1843. — From  the  Autlnr. 

Jones,  Isaac.     The  Mandate  of  God,  for  Israel's  advancement;  a 
Sermon  delivered  in  Litchfield,  &c,  5th  Nov.  1S45,  being   100 
years  since  the  formation  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Litchfield 
Conn. — 8vo.     Litchfield,  1846. — Gift  of  the  Author. 

France.  Journees  de  Juin,  1849.  Recit  completdes  Evcnements 
Seances  de  1'Assemblee  Nationale.  12mo.  New  York,  1S48 
— Gift  of  John  Inman,  Esq. 

Baird,  Robert.     The  Noblest  Freedom  ;  or  the  Influence  of  Chris 
tianity  upon  Civil  Liberty — a  Discourse  addressed  to  the  alumni 
of  Jefferson  College,  Pa.     8vo.     New  York,    1848. — Gift   of 
John  Inman,  Esq. 

Massachusetts.  Documents  published  by  the  Secretary  of  Slate, 
1848. 

.     Legislative   Documents:  Senate  Nos.  1 — 143;    House 

of  Representatives,- Nos.    1 — 219,    for   the  year   1848. — From 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

The  Journal  of  the  Indian  Archipelago  and  Eastern  Asia.  A 
monthly  periodical,  published  at  Singapore.  Nos.  1 — 11,  July 
1847,  to  May,  1848.     8vo. — From  P.  L.  Simmonds,  London. 

James,  William.  An  Inquiry  into  the  merit  of  the  Principal  Ac- 
tions between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  comprising 
an  account  of  all  British  and  American  ships  of  war,  recipro- 
cally captured  and  destroyed,  since  the  13th  June,  1512.  Svo. 
Halifax,  1S1G. — From  Alexander  J.  Cotheal. 

Free  Soil  Convention  at  Buffalo,  1349.  Dyer's  Phonographic 
Report  of  Proceedings  at.  Svo.  Buffalo,  1^43. — From  Mrs. 
A.  D.  Hunt. 

The  Spirit  of  Missions.     Vol,  XI.  for  1846. — From  the  Same. 

Winthrop,  Robert  C.  Oration  pronounced  on  the  occasion  of  lay- 
in<r  the  corner  stone  of  the  National   Monument  to  the  memorv 
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of  Washington,  with   an   Introduction   and  an  Appendix.     8vo. 

Washington,  1848, — From  the  Author. 
Joslin,  Benjamin  F.     A  Paper  on  Irradiation.     8vo.     Philadelphia, 

1831. 
.     Discourse  before  the   N.  Y.  Alpha   of  the  Phi 

Beta   Kappa   Society,  23d   July,    1833.      8vo.      Schenectady, 

1833. 
■ .    On  the  Physiology  of  Respiration  and  Chemistry 


of  the  Blood,  applied  to  Epidemic  Cholera.     8vo.     New  York, 
1835. 

Observations  on  the  Tails  of  Halley's  Comet,  as 


they  appeared  at  Union  College,  Oct.  1335,     8vo. 
.     Meteorological  Observations  and  Essays.     8vo. 


Albany.     183G. 

Physiological    Explanations   of  the  Beauty  of 


Form.     8vo.     Albany,  1837. 

.     On  the  Atmospheric  Origin  of  the  Aurora  and 


its  Connexion  with  the  Crystallization  of  Snow.     8vo.     New 

Haven,  1833. 

.      Address  before  the   New   York   Homoepathic 


Physicians'  Society,  3d  Dec.  1845,     8vo. 

.     Report  on  the  Use  of  Chemical  and  Mechan- 
ical Means,  and   large  Doses,  in  connexion  with    Homcepathic 
Practice.     8vo.     New  York,  1848. 
.     On  the  limit  of  Subdivision  by  Trituration  and 


Solution.     8vo. 

— .     On  Erect  Vision  from  an  inverted  image.     8vo. 

•.     Paralysis  of  the  Face,  successfully  treated  with 

Strychnine.     Svo. 

.     On  the  Meteorology  of  Hemorrhage.     8vo. 

Discourse  on   Homoepathy,  read  before  the  Ho. 


meepathic  Society  of  New  York,  9th  March,  1847.  Svo. — The 
preceding  pamphlets,  (14  in  number,)  the  gift  of  the  Author. 

Connecticut.  Public  and  Private  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly, 
passed  at  the  May  session,  1S48.  2  vols.  Svo.  New  Haven, 
1848. — From  the  Slate  of  Connecticut. 

New  York.  Annual  Reports  of  the  Regents  of  the  University,  for 
the  years  1338,  1810,  1841,  1S42.  and  1348.— From  T.  Bomeyn 
Beck,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  Albany. 

New  York  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  Acts  and  By- 
Laws.     Svo.     1831.     Also,  edition  of  1845. 
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New  York  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  19th  and  22d  An- 
nual Reports  of  the  Directors.     Svo.     1833,  1841. 

Peet,  Harvey  P.  Address  delivered  v.:  Raleigh,  N.  C.  on  the  oc- 
casion of  laying  the  corner  stone  of  the  North  Carolina  Institu- 
tion for  the  Instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  8vo.  New  York, 
1848.— Gift  of  Prof.  O.  W.  Morris. 

New  York.  The  fourteen  published  volumes  of  the  Natural  His- 
tory of  the  Stare.     4*0, 

■  .     Geological   Map  of  the    State  of,   published  in 


1842. 


of,  for  1848. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Regents  of  the  University 


.     Legislative   Journals  and   Documents,   for  the 

years  1846  and  3  847.     27  vols.     Svo, 

- — .       Convention   Journals   and    Documents.    1846. 


3  vols.     8vo. 

.     Laws  of  the  State  of,  passed  at  the   69th  and 

70th  sessions.     3  vols.  Svo. 

Census  of  the  State  of,  for  1845.  Folio. — Gift 


of  the  State  of  New  York: 

New  York  City.  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Vol. 
33.  Documents  of  ditto,  vols.  10,  11,  12.  Proceedings  of  the 
Common  Council,  vols.  5  to  14,  inclusive. — Gift  of  the  Common 
Council. 

[Robinson,  Mrs.]  Geschichte  der  Colonisation  von  Neu-England. 
Bon  den  ersten  Niederlassunircn  dafelbst  im  Jahre  1007  bis  zur 
Einpehrung  der  Provinzialverfassung  von  Massachusetts,  im 
Jahre,  1692.  Nach  den  Duellen  bearbeitet  von  Talvj.  Svo. 
Leipzig,  1S47. — Gift  of  the  Author.  \ 

Varnum,  Joseph  B.  Jr.  The  Seat  of  Government  of  the  United 
States.  A  review  of  the  discussions  in  Congress  and  elsewhere, 
on  the  site  and  plans  of  the  Federal  City ;  with  a  Sketch  of  its 
present  position  and  prospects.  Also,  a  notice  of  the  Smithso- 
nian Institution.  Svo.  New  York,  IS  IS.  (6  copies.) — GiftoJ 
the  Author. 

Adams,  John  Quincy.  Addresses  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  Funeral  Solemnities  on  the  death  of.  Svo.  Wash- 
ington, 1848.— Gift  of  S.  B.  Beach,  P.  O.  Depl.  Washington, 
B.C. 

Lord,  John  C.  A  Discourse  on  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Samuel 
Wilkeson,  of  Buffalo.     Svo.     Buffalo,  1848. — Front  the  Author. 
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Annals  of  the  Missouri  Historical  and  Philosophical  Society.     No. 

I.     8vo.     Jefferson  City,    Mo.    1S48.      (4  copies.) — From  the 

Society. 
Journal  of  the  Concord  Society  of  Natural  History.     No.  1.     Svo. 

Concord,  N.  II.  IS 48. — From  Hon.  Wm.  Prescott. 
Prescott,  William.     Catalogue  of  the  Marine,  Fluviatile,  and  Ter- 

restrial  Shells  of  Massachusetts. — From  the  Author. 
[Jarvis,   Russell.]     Facts   and  Arguments   against  the  election  of 

General    Cass.     By   an    Anti-Abolitionist.     Svo.     New   York, 

1843. — From  the  Publishers. 
Francis,  John  W.     An  Inaugural   Address,   delivered  before  the 

New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  2d  Feb.  1848.     Svo.     New 

York. — From  the  Author. 
New  Hampshire.     Reports  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  and  Trustees, 

and  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  N.  H.  Asylum  for  the  Insane, 

June  session,  lslS      Svo.     Concord,  N.  H. — From  Dr.  Andrew 

McFarland. 
Annals  of  the  Cincinnati  Historical   Society,  No.  1.     8vo.     Cin- 
cinnati, 1S45. — From  Joseph  C.Butler,  Cincinnati. 
Cincinnati.     13lh  Annual  Report  of  the  Young  Men's  Mercantile 

Library  Association,  1848.     8vo. — From  the  same. 
, .     Gov.  Bebb's   Anniversary   Address  before  the  Young 

Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association,  1848. — From  the  same. 
Richardson,  Judge  J.  S.     Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  South  Carolina  against,  on  a  charge  of  bodily  and 

mental  infirmity.     Svo.     Charleston,   1848. — From  Prof.  Wm. 

H.  Ellet,  of  Columbia,  S.  C. 
New  York.     Report  of  the  Physicians  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  at 

BlackwelFs  Island,  for  Is  Is. — From  Dr.  James  Macdonald. 
North,  Edward.     An  Address  delivered  before  the  Sons  of  Tem- 
perance, in  Palmer's  Grove,  near  Frankfort,  N.  Y.,  4th  July, 

1848.     8vo.     Utiea,  I  Sis. — From  the  Author. 
Buffalo.     Twelfth  Report  of  the  Young   Men's  Association.     Svo. 

Buffalo,  1S4S. — From  the  Association. 
Leisler,  Jacob.     Remarks  on  the  Tragedy  of.     Svo.     New  York, 

1848. — From  the  Publisher. 
An  Account  of  a  Journey   to  Niagara,  Montreal   and  Quebec,  in 

1766.     Svo.     New  York,  1846. — Crift of  William  S.  Jewel  L 
Potter,  Alonzo.     Primary  Address   to  the  Convention  of  the  Dio- 

cess   of  Pennsylvania,   20th  May,   IS  16.      Svo.     Philadelphia, 

1846. — From  the  Author. 
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Potter,  Alonzo.  Address  to  the  64th  Convention  of  the  Diocese 
of  Penn.  17th  May,  18-13.     8vo.  <  Philad. — From  the  Author. 

American  Bible  Society.  Thirty-second  Annual  Report.  11th 
May,  1848.     8vo.     New  York,  18-18. — From  the  Society. 

Fremont,  John  C.  Geographical  Men.oir  upon  Upper  California, 
in  illustration  of  his  Map  of  Oregon  and  Upper  California.  8vo. 
Washington,  1848.  Also,  a  number  of  Speeches  in  pamphlet 
form,  and  Congressional  Documents. — From  Hon.  John  A.  Dix. 

Wislizenus,  A.  Memoir  of  a  Tour  to  Northern  Mexico,  connected 
with  Col.  Doniphan's  Expedition,  in  1840  and  1847.  8vo. 
Washington,  1848.  Also,  several  other  Congressional  Docu- 
ments and  Speeches. — From  Hon.  D.  S.  Dickinson. 

Congress.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  Commerce 
and  Navigation,  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1S47.  Also, 
sundry  other  Congressional  Documents  and  Speeches. — From 
Hon.  F.  A.  Tallmadge. 

Congress.  Correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
General  Scott,  transmitted  to  Congress  by  the  President,  25th 
April,  1848. — From  Prosper  M.  Wetmore. 

Smith,  Ashbel.  Address  delivered  in  the  City  of  Galveston,  on 
the  22d  February,  1848,  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  day  of 
Washington,  and  of  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista.  8vo.  Galves- 
ton.— From  the  Author. 

West  Point  Academy.  Addresses  in  the  chapel  of  the  U.  S  Mili- 
tary Academy,  by  Hon.  Ashbel  Smith,  of  Texas,  and  Col.  A. 
W.  Doniphan,  of  Missouri,  10th  June,  1848.  8vo.  New  York. 
— From  Hon.  Ashbel  Smith,  of  Texas* 

Borrowe,  George.  The  Bible  in  Spain  ;  or  the  Journeys,  Adven- 
tures, and  Imprisonments  of  an  Englishman,  in  an  attempt  to 
circulate  the  Scriptures  in  the  Peninsula.    Svo.     N.  York,  1847. 

Farley,  Frederick  A.  Dangers  of  a  Business  Life.  A  Sermon, 
preached  at  the  Church  of  the  Saviour,  Brooklyn,  19th  Sept. 
1847.     8vo.     New  York,  1847. 

Mississippi.  Report  on  the  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  Val- 
ley of  the  Mississippi,  &c.  Prepared  for  the  use  of  the  Chicago 
Convention  of  July  5,  1847.     6vo.     St.  Louis,  1847. 

Allston,  R.  F.  W.  Address  delivered  at  Columbia,  S.  C.  before 
the  State  Agricultural  Society,  25th  November,  1847.  8vo. 
Charleston,  1847. 

Willson,  Marcius.  Report  on  American  Histories.  8vo.  New 
Yo/k,  1847. 
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Willson,  Marcius.     Reply  to  Mrs.  Willard's  Appeal.     8vo.     New 
York,  1847. 

Turner,    William.     Triumphs   of   Yotlflg   Fhysick ;    or  Chrono- 

Thermal  Facts.     8vo.     New  York,  1847. 
Hayden,  William  B.     Review  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pond,  on  the  Facts 

and  Philosophy  of  S>vedenborg.     8vo. 
Peabody,  Joseph.     Memoir  of,  from  Hunt's  Merchants'  Magazine. 

8vo.     New  York,  1845. 
Providence  Athemeum.     Eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Directors. 

25th  Sept.  1843.     6vo.     Providence,  1843. 
.     Tenth   Annual   Report,  22d  Sept.   1845.     8vo. 

Providence,  1845. 
New  York  Political  Manual,  containing  the  official  election  returns 

for  1840 — 12  :  also,  the  Census  of  New  York  in  1840,  together 

with  other  useful  information.     8vo.     Albany,  1843. 
Proceedings  of  the  National  Convention  of  Farmers  and  Gardeners, 

and  friends  of  Agriculture,  held  at  the  American  Institute,  Oct. 

1844.     6vo.     New  York,  1845. 
Life  Insurance ;  its  Principles,  Operations  and  Benefits.     12mo. 

Hartford,  1847. 
Massachusetts.     Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion.    8vo.     Boston,  1841. 
Dewey,  Orville.     The  Character  and  Claims  of  Seafaring  Men  :  a 

Sermon.     8vo.     New  York,  1845. 
Chase,  William  II.     Brief  Memoir,  explanatory  of  a  new  trace  of 

a  point  of  fortification,   in   place  of  the  present  bastioned  Fort. 

8vo.     New  Orleans,  IS  10.  . 

Palmer,  Aaron  H.     Letter  to  the  Hon.  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  on  the  \ 

Trade,  Commerce,  &c.  of  the  Indian  Archipelago,  Japan,  &c. 

8vo.     New  York,  184f3. 
Porter,  Benjamin  F.     Argument  in   support  of  a  bill  introduced 

by  him  in  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  to  abrogate  the   punish- 
ment of  death.     8vo.     Tuscaloosa,  1846. 
Richmond,  James.     My  concise  opinion  of  published   arguments* 

on  the  penalty  of  death.     8vo.     Hudson,  1847. 
Henry,  James,  Jr.     Address  upon  Education  and  Common  Schools. 

8vo.     New  York,  1847. 
Hawaiian  Islands.     Ministerial   Reports,  read  before  his  Majesty 

to  the  Hawaiian  Legislature,  1st  August,   1846.     8vo.     Hono- 
lulu, 1846. 

Report  of  the  case  of  Peter  Allen  Brinsmade, 
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of  the  firm  of  Ladd  &  Co.  vs.  James  Jackson  Jarves,  editor  of 
the  Polynesian,  for  alleged  libellous  publications,  decided  upon 
grounds  of  law  by  Hon.  Lorrin  Andrews,  judge  in  foreign  cases. 
8vo.     Honolulu,  1346. 

McKenney,  Thomas  L.  Reply  to  Kosciusko  Armstrong's  assault 
upon  Col.  McKenney's  Narrative.     8vo.     New  York,  1847. 

Skinner,  John  S.  Address  delivered  before  the  Agricultural  So- 
ciety of  New  Castle,  Del.  11th  Sept.  1844.     8vo.     1844. 

American  Institute.  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of,  for  1844. 
8vo.     New  York,  1845. 

Spooner,  Lysander.  Poverty :  its  illegal  causes,  and  legal  cure. 
Part  I.     8vo.     Boston,  1846. 

Caldwell,  Charles.  Thoughts  on  Quarantine  and  other  Sanitary 
Systems.     Boylston  Prize  Essay.     8vo.     Boston,  1834. 

Hamilton,  Alexander.  Letter  on  the  subject  of  Banks  and  the 
Currency.     8vo.     New  York,  1839. 

Wainwright,  Jonathan  M.  Election  Sermon  before  the  authorities 
of  Massachusetts,  7th  Jan.  1835.     8vo.     Boston,  1835. 

Greenwood  Cemetery.  Exposition  of  the  plan  of.  8vo.  New 
York,  1839. 

King,  Edward.  On  the  advantages  of  a  triform  system  of  coloni- 
zation in  South  Africa.     8vo.     London.     1S44. 

Trail,  Russell  Thatcher.  Prize  Temperance  Essay.  12mo. 
New  Y'ork,  1845. 

Fierpont,  John.  Correspondence  of  proprietors  of  Hollis  street 
meeting-house,  with,  &c.     8vo.     Boston,  1845. 

Buffalo  Young  Men's  Association.  Tenth  annual  report  of  Exec- 
utive Committee  of.     8vo.     Buffalo.     1846. 

Treadwell,  Francis  C.  Memorial  to  Governor  and  Senate  of  New 
York,  for  removal  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
and  General  Sessions  for  Kings  Co.     8vo.     New  York,  1839. 

Cobb,  Lyman.  Discussion  of  the  merits  of  Noah  Webster's  Or- 
thography, &c.     8vo.     New  York,  1945. 

Dunbar,  Edward  E.  Statement  of  the  Controversy  between  Lewis 
Tappan  and  E.  E.  Dunbar.     8vo.     New  York,  1846. 

Post  Office  Department.  Reply  of  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad  Company,  &c.  to  Letter  of  the 
Postmaster  General.     8vo.     Trenton,  1847. 

The  Verdict  unsealed  :  being  a  review  of  the  testimony  given  be- 
fore the  court  convened  for  the  trial  of  the  Bishop  of  New  York. 
By  Amici  Justiciar     8vo.     New  York,  1845. 
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Livingston,   Edward.     Argumsnt  of,   against  Capital  Punishment. 

8vo.     New  York,  1847. 
Stone,  John  S.     The  beneficial   influence  of  Christianity  upon  ihe 
present  state  of  Mankind:  a  Sermon  delivered  25th  Dec.  1633, 
St.  Paul's  church,  Boston.     Svo.     Boston,  1834. 
Brown,  Alexander   E.     Address    delivered    before  the  America;) 
Whig  and  Cliosophic  Societies  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey, 
23d  June,  1S46.     Svo.     Princeton,  1846. 
Glenn,  S.   F.     The   New  Constitution   of  Louisiana,  adopted   in 
1845,  with  a  comparative  view  of  the  old  and  new  Constitutions 
of  the  State.     Svo.     New  Orleans,  1845. 
New    England.     Southern  Traveller's  Visit  to.     A   Poem.     Svo. 

Boston,  1830. 
Slavery.     Letters  of  the  late  Bishop  England  to  the  Hon.  John 
Forsyth,  on  the  subject  of  Domestic  Slavery,  &c.  with  introduc- 
tory remarks,  &c.  by   W.   George   Read.      8vo.     Baltimore, 
1844. 
The  Year,  with  other  Poems,  by  the  author  of  "  The  Fall  of  the 

Indian,"  &c.     8vo.     Boston,  1832. 
D'Hauteville  Case.     Review   of.     By   a  member  of  the  Boston 

Bar.     8vo.     Boston,  1841. 
Home  League.     Address  of,   to  the  People  of  the  United  States. 

8vo.     New  Y'ork,  1841. 
Byrne,  Alexander  S.     Remarks  on  Capt.   Chappell's  Reports  on 

the  Archimedian  Screw.     Svo.     New  York,  1341. 
New    Zealand   Company.     Twelfth    Report  of  the  Directors  of. 

8vo.     London,  1S44. 
M'Leod,  Alexander.     Trial  of,  for  the  murder  of  Amos  Durfee\at 
the  burning  and  destruction  of  the  steamboat  Caroline,    by  the 
Canadians,  29th  Dec.  1837.     Svo.     New  Yrork,  1841. 
Capper,  Henry.     Information  for  laboring  immigrants  respecting 

South  Australia.     12mo.     London,  1839. 
Odd  Fellows.     General   History  of  the  Independent  Order  of,  &c. 

8vo.  New  Y'ork,  1842. 
The  West  Vindicated.  A  review  (in  part)  of  the  Address  of  Gen. 
James  Tallmadge  before  the  American  Institute,  in  1841.  By  a 
Western  New  Yorker.  Svo.  Buffalo,  1842. 
Proceedings  of  the  National  Convention  for  the  protection  of  Amer- 
ican Interests,  convened  in  New  York,  April  5,  1841.  Svo. 
New  Y'ork,  1842. 
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Freeman's  Address  to  the  North  Americans ;  proving  that  their 
present  embarrassments  are  owing  to  their  federal  union,  their 
sovereign  States,  their  constitution,  and  their  statesmen ;  and 
containing  some  propositions  for  relief.  8vo. — The  preceding 
pamphlets,  (57  in  number,)  the  Gift  of  Freeman  Hunt. 

Clap,  Thomas.  The  Annals  or  History  of  Yale  College,  in  New 
Haven,  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  from  the  first  founding 
thereof  in  the  year  1700,  to  the  year  17GG.  8vo.  New  Haven, 
1766. — From  Israel  Russell,  Esq. 

New  York  University.  Annual  Report  of  the  Regents,  for  1848. 
8vo. — From  Prosper  M.  Wetmire. 

American  Art  Union.  Transactions  for  1847.  8vo.  New  York, 
1848. — From  Prosper  M.  Wetmore. 

Saratoga  and  Warren  Railroad.  Proceedings  of  the  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Saratoga  and  Warren  counties,  at  Cornish, 
Sept.  25,  1846.     8vo.     Saratoga  Springs,  1846. 

New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind.  Eleventh  annual  Report  of 
the  Managers.     8vo.     Albany,  1847. 

New  York.  Annual  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools,  for  1846.     8vo.     Albany,  1346. 

.. .  Annual  Report  of  the  Regents  of  the  Univer- 
sity, for  1846. 

.     Annual  Report  of  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum, 

for  1845. 

New  York  City.     The  School  Law,  adopted  in  1844. 

.  Report  of  the  County  Superintendent  of  Com- 
mon Schools  to  the  Board  of  Education,  May,  1846. 

■  .     Board  of  Education.     Annual  Reports  for  1846, 

1847,  and  1848. 

,      Board  of  Education.      Remarks  of  John    L. 


Mason  and  Jos.  S.  Bosworth,  on  the  Rights  and  Powers  of  the 
Public  School  Society.     March,  1S47. 

Pennsylvania.  By-Laws  of  the  Board  of  Controllers  of  Public 
Schools  of  the  First  School  District  of  Pennsylvania.  12mo. 
1844. 

— .       Third,    Fourth,    Fifth,    Eleventh,   Thirteenth, 

Fifteenth,  Sixteenth,  Eighteenth,  Nineteenth  and  Twenty-sev- 
enth Annual  Reports  of  the  Controllers  of  the  Public  Schools  of 
the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  composing  the  fir>t  School 

•     District  of  Pennsylvania.     8vo.     Philadelphia,  1821 — 1846. 

The  Seven  Sleepers.     A  Sacred  Oratorio.     8vo.     New  York. 


\ 
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Extracts  from  Remarks  on  Dr.  Channing's  Slavery,  with  Com. 
ments,  by  s,n  Abolitionist.     Svo.     Boston,  183G. 

Vattemare,  A.  Movement  of  the  International  Literary  Ex- 
changes, between  France  and  Norih  America,  from  Jan.,  1845, 
to  May,  1640.  With  instructions  for  collecting,  preparing,  and 
forwarding  objects  of  Natural  History,  &c.     Svo.     Paris,  1840. 

Willard,  Emma.  Answer  to  Marcius  Willson's  Reply  :  or  Second 
Appeal  to  the  Public.     Svo.     New  York,  1847. 

New  York  City.  Thirty-ninth  and  Forty- first  Annual  Reports  of 
the  Public  School  Society  of  New  York,  1845,  1847. 

• Report  of  Special   Committee  of  the  Board  of 

Education  on  the  claims  of  the  Public  School  Society.  Feb. 
1840. 

Almanac.     Greeley's  Whig,  for  1847. 

Holley,  O.  L.  New  York  State  Register  for  1844. — The  preced- 
ing pamphlets,  (19  in  number,)  the  gift  of  William  Taylor. 

Thompson,  Rev.  Wm.  Memoirs  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Munson 
and  the  Rev.  Henry  Lyman,  late  missionaries  to  the  Indian 
Archipelago,  with  the  journal  of  their  exploring  tour.  12mo. 
New  York,  1843. 

Wisner.  William  C.  Prelacy  and  Parity  discussed  in  several  lec- 
tures, comprising  a  review  of  Rev.  Lloyd  Windsor's  argument 
on  the  ministerial  commission.     12mo.     New  York,  1S44. 

Davis,  Maj.  P.  M.  An  official  and  full  detail  of  the  great  battle 
of  New  Orleans,  which  closed  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain 
and  her  dependencies.     12mo.     New  York,  1830. 

Channin^,  William  E.  Self  Culture,  an  address  introductory  ^p 
the  Franklin  Lectures,  delivered  at  Boston,  1838.     Boston,  1839^ 

Hoc  an,  William.  A  synopsis  of  Popery  as  it  was  and  as  it  is. 
12mo.     Boston,  1S45. 

Coxe,  Richard  S.  Address  delivered  before  the  Peithessophian 
and  Philoclean  societies  of  Rutgers  College,  July  23d,  1844. 
8vo.     New  York,  1344. 

Joslin,  Benj.  F.  Physiological  explanation  of  the  beauty  of  Form. 
Svo.     Albany,  1837. 

Channing,  Wm.  The  reformation  of  the  Medical  Science,  de- 
manded by  Inductive  Philosophy  :  a  discourse  delivered  before 
the  "New  York  Physicians'  Society"  on  their  anniversary,  No- 
vember 21,  1633.     '-id  ed.  Svo.     New  York,  1839. 

Kirk,  Edward   N.     An  oration  on  the  occasion  of  the  National 
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Fast,  delivered  before  the  Academy  of  Sacred  Music,  on  Friday 
evening,  May  14,  1841.     Svo.     New  York,  1841. 

Barnard,  Daniel  D.  A  discourse  on  the  Life,  Services,  and  Char- 
acter of  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer;  delivered  before  the  Albany 
Institute,  April  15,  1639,  with  an  historical  sketch  of  the  Colony 
and  Manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  in  an  appendix. 

Dickinson,  Austin.  The  Infinite  Gain,  4th  ed.  8vo.  New  York, 
1839. 

Spring,  Gardiner.  A  Dissertation  on  the  Rule  of  Faith  ;  deliver- 
ed  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  at  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Amer- 
ican Bible  Society,  and  published  at  their  request.  8vo.  New 
York,  1844. 

Hawkins,  Edward.  The  Ministry  of  Men  in  the  Economy  of 
Grace,  and  the  danger  of  over-valuing  it :  a  sermon  preached 
before  the  University  of  Oxford,  Oct.  25,  1840.  Svo.  New 
York,  1844. 

Anthon,  Henry.  The  True  Churchman  warned  against  the  Errors 
of  the  Time,  with  Notes.     Svo.     New  York,  1843. 

Duer,  John.  A  Speech  delivered  in  the  Convention  of  the  Protes- 
tant Episcopal  Church  of  the  Diocese  of  New  York,  in  support 
of  the  resolutions  offered  by  Judge  Oakley.  8vo.  New  York, 
1843. 

Onderdonk,  Benj.  T.  A  Pastoral  Letter  to  the  Clergy  and  People 
of  his  spiritual  charge.     8vo.     New  York,  1844. 

Sargent,  Epes.  The  Life  and  Public  Services  of  Henry  Clay. 
8vo.     New  Yrork,  1844. 

Tyler,  John.  His  History,  Character  and  Position,  with  a  Portrait. 
8vo.     New  Yrork,  1840.  V 

Smith,  James  McCune.     A  Lecture  on  the  Hay  tie  n  Revolutions,    \ 
with  a  Sketch  of  the  Character  of  Toussaint  L'Ouverture.     Svo. 
New  York.  1841. 

Remarks  on  the  importance  of  Free  Churches,  by  a  Clergyman  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.     Svo.     New  York,  1843. 

Ashland  Text  Book:  being  a  compendium  of  Mr.  Clay's  Speeches 
on  various  public  measures,  etc.  etc.  2d  ed.  12mo.  New 
York.     1844.      . 

Crandall,  Reuben.  The  trial  of:  charged  with  publishing  sedi- 
tious Libels,  by  circulating  the  publications  of  the  American 
Anti-Slavery  Society.     Svo.     New  York,  183G. 

Hopkins,   John    H.,  D.   D.     Scripture    and    Tradition :  a  sermon 
reached  at  the  ordination  of  ten  candidates  for  the  Diaconate 


1 13  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

in  St.  Paul's  r>hapc*t,  New  York,  on  the  third  Sunday  after  Trin- 
ity.    8vo-     New  Vork,  1841. 

Hurd,  John  R.  A  National  Bank,  or  No  Bank  :  an  Appeal  to  the 
Common  Sense  of  the  People  of  the  United  States,  especially  of 
the  laboring  classes.     8vo.     New  York,  1842. 

History  of  the  New  York  Kappa  Lambda  Conspiracy.  8vo.  New 
York,  1830. 

Barry,  John  A.  Review  of,  and  Strictures  on  the  Opinion  of  His 
Honor  the  Chancellor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  delivered  26th 
Aug.  1339,  in  the  case  of  The  People,  ex  relatione  John  A. 
Barry  vs.  Thomas  R.  Mercein.     8vo.     New  York,  1839. 

Rosa,  Don  Dit^go;  or  He  of  the  Iron  Arm.  A  Chronicle  of  Lou- 
isiana.    8vo.     New  York,  1838. 

Everest,  C,  W.     Babylon:  a  Poem.     8vo.     Hartford,  1838. 

Catholic  Claims.  Review  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Catholics  on 
their  application  for  a  division  of  the  School  Fund.  By  a  Citi- 
zen.    8vo.     New  York,  1840. 

Foreign  Quarterly  Review,     Nos.  35,  36,  37,  and  38. 

Littell's  Museum  of  Foreign  "Literature,  Science  and  Art.  July 
and  August,  1830,  and  May,  July  and  Aug.  1839. 

Dublin  University  Magazine.  Nos.  129,  130,  131. — The  preced- 
ing pamphlets,  (\\  in  nuniber,)  the  gift  of  Thomas  J.  Crowen. 

Bonnefoux,  L.  Vindication  of  the  Free  Banking  System.  8vo. 
New  York,  1348. — Gift  of  John  Inman,  Esq. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

New   York   Daily  Advertiser.     Dwight,    Townsend  &  Walked 

1825.     3d  January  to  30th  Dec.  \ 

New  York  National  Advocate.     M.  M.  Noah. 

1824.  13th  July,  to  27th  December. 

[Bound  in  volume  with  N.  Y.  Statesman,  1824.] 

1825.  3d  January  to  9th  April. 

New  York  Evening  Post.     M.  Burnham  &  Co. 

1824.  23d  August  to  31st  December. 

[In  volume   with  Commercial  Advertiser  for  1824.] 

1825.  3d  January  to  0th  April. 
New  York  Statesman.     Carter  <k  Prentiss. 

1824.  9th  August  to  31st  December. 
Boston  Courier.     J.  T.  Buckingham. 

1825.  3d  August  to  31st  December. 
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&ew  York  Commercial  Advertiser. 

1824.  11th  November,  to  31st  December. 

1825.  4th  January  to  23th  May. 
New  York  American.     Charles  King. 

1824.  14th  August  to  30th  December. 

1825.  3d  January  to  20th  December. 
Albany  Argus.     Leake  &   Croswell. 

1824.     13th  July  to  31st  December. 
National  Gazette.     Robert  Walsh,  Philadelphia. 

1824.  13th  July  to  31st  December. 

[In  volume   with  Albany  Argus,  for  1824.] 

1825.  1st  January  to  31st  December. 

The  preceding  newspapers,  bound  in  11  volumes, 
the  gift  of  Charles  S.  Francis,  bookseller* 
New  York  Daily  Express.     Brooks  Oc  Townsend. 

1845 — 1846.     25th  November,  1845,  to  31st  December,  1846. 
Bound  in  2vols. 

The  gift  of  Dr.  Roland  S.  Houghton. 
New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer. 
1848.     A  file  of  the  33th  vol. 

Gift  of  Thermos  B.  Lotcther. 
Gazette  of  the  United  States.     John  Fenno. 

1789—1791.     15th  April,  1789,  to  27th  April,  1791. 
1792—1793.    June  2, 1792,  to  Sept.  13,  1793.    Vols.  1, 2,  &  4» 

Gift  of  Israel  Russell,  Esq. 
The  Union.     Washington. 

1S4S.     Continuation  of  the  files  of,  unbound. 
Albany  Daily  Argus.  . 

1848.     Continuation  of  file,  unbound;  \ 

The  gift  of  Prosper  M.  Wet  more. 

BY  PURCHASE  AND  EXCHANGE. 

• 

O'Callaghan,  E.  B.  History  of  New  Netherlands  or,  New  York 
under  the  Dutch.     Vol.  II.     8vd.     New  York,  1343. 

Hayward,  John.  The  New  England  Gazetteer,  14lh  edition,  en- 
larged.    8vo.     Boston,  1341. 

Humphreys,  David.  Life  of  Maj.  Gen.  Israel  Putnam.  With  an 
Appendix,  containing  an  historical  and  topographical  sketch  of 
Bunker  Hill  Battle.     By  S.  Swctt.     12mo.     Boston,  131S. 

Drake,   Samuel  G.     Edition  of  Church's   Indian  Wars,   with  nu* 
merous  Notes,  and  an  Appendix.     12mo.     Exeter,  1S40. 
VOL.  VI.  21 
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Henry,  W.  S.  Campaign  Sketches  of  the  War  with  Mexico. 
12mo.     NewYork,  1847. 

War  of  1S12,  between  the  United  States  and  the  British  Isles. 
Sketches  of  the,  ccc.     8vo.     2  vols,  in  one.     Rutland,  Vt.  1815, 

Peirce  Benjamin.  History  of  Harvard  University,  from  its  foun- 
dation, in  the  year  1636,  to  the  period  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion.    8vo.     Cambridge,  1S33. 

Washington  City.  Acts  of  the  Corporation  of,  from  the  first  to  the 
eighth  councils,  1802  to  1810.     8vo.     Washington,  1810. 

Mason,  John.  Essays  on  Poetical  and  Prosaic  Numbers  and  Elo- 
cution,    2d  edit.     8vo.     London,  1761, 

Irving,  Edward.  The  Oracles  of  God,  four  orations.  For  Judg- 
ment to  Come,  an  argument,  in  Nine  parts.  8vo.  New  York, 
1823. 

Allen,  Paul.  History  of  the  American  Revolution  ;  comprehend- 
ing all  the  principal  events  in  the  field  and  in  the  cabinet.  2 
vols.     8vo.     Baltimore,  1822. 

Cousin,  Victor.  Introduction  to  the  History  of  Philosophy.  Trans- 
lated from  the  French  by  Henning  Gotfried  Linberg,  8vo.  Bos- 
ton, 1822. 

M'llvaine,  Charles  P.  The  Evidences  of  Christianity  ;  in  their 
external  division,  exhibited  in  a  course  of  Lectures,  delivered  in 
Clinton  Hall.     8vo.     New  York,  1S32. 

Brookes,  It.  New  Universal  Gazetteer,  remodelled  and  brought 
down  to  the  present  period,  by  John  Marshall.  With  200  en- 
gravings.    8vo.     Philadelphia,  1S39. 

D'Israeli,  J.  C.  Curiosities  of  Literature,  and  the  Literary  Char- 
acter Illustrated.  With  Curiosities  of  American  Literature. 
By  Rufus  W.  Griswold.     8vo.     New  York.  1847.  \ 

Sullivan,  James.  History  of  Land  Titles  in  Massachusetts.  8vo. 
Boston,  1801. 

Thucydicles.  The  History  of  the  Peloponnesian  War,  translated 
from  the  Greek  of.     By  William  Smith.     8vo.     London,  1815. 

O'Sullivan,  John  L.  Report  in  favor  of  the  Abolition  of  the  Pun- 
ishment of  Death,  by  law,  made  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  14th  April,  1811.  2d  edit.  8vo.  New  York, 
1841. 

Ruschenberger,  W.  S.  A  Voyage  round  the  World,  including  an 
Embassy  to  Muscat  and  Siam,  in  1333 — 1837.  8vo.  Philadel- 
phia, 1838. 

Sidney,  Algernon.      Discourses  on    Government.     To  which  is- 
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ttdded,  an  account  of  the  Author's  Life,  &c.  3  vols.    8vo.    New 

York,  1805. 
Darby,  William,  and  Theodore  Dwight,  Jr.     A  New  Gazetteer  ot 

the  United  States  of  America.     Svo.     Hartford,  1833. 
Davenport,  Bishop.     A  History  and  New  Gazetteer,  or  Geograph- 
ical Dictionary  of  North  America  and  the  West  Indies.     8vo, 

New  York,  1842. 
Taylor,    John.     Tyranny    Unmasked.     8vo.     Washington   City, 

1822. 
Tocqueville,  Alexis  de.     Democracy  in  America.     Translated  by 

Henry  Reeve.     With  an  original  Preface  and  Notes,  by  John 

.C  Spencer.     2  vols.     8vo.     18  !.">. 
Freeman,   Samuel.     The  Massachusetts  Justice.     2d  edit.     8vo. 

Boston,  1802. 
Williams,  John  Lee.     The  Territory  of  Florida:  or  Sketches  of 

the  Topography,  Civil  and  Natural   History  of  the  Country,  the 

Climate,  and   the   Indian  Tribes,   from  the  first  discovery  to  the 

present  time.     8vo.     New  York,  1837. 
Milton,  John.     Prose  Works  of.     With  a  biographical  introduction, 

by  R.  W.  Griswold.     2  vols.     Svo.     1845. 
Downing,  Major  Jack.     Life  of  Andrew  Jackson,  illustrated  with 

numerous  cuts.     12mo.     Philadelphia,  1834. 
Goodrich,   S.  G.     Sketches  from  a   Student's   Window.      12mo. 

Boston,  1841.  ' 

Thornton,  T.  C.      An  inquiry  into  the   History  of  Slavery;  its 

introduction  into  the    United  States :  cause  of  its  continuance: 

and  remarks  upon  the  Abolition  Tracts  of  Dr.  Channmg.     12mo. 

Washington  City,  1841.  i 

Ship  and  Shore  :  or  Leaves  from  the  Journal  of  a  Cruise  to  tlV  Le- 
vant.    12mo.     New  York,  1835. 
Edwards,  B.  B.     Memoir  of  the  Rev.  Elias  Cornelius.     2d  «diL 

Boston,  1834. 
Willard,  Emma.     History  o^  the  United  States  of  America.     8vo. 

New  York,  1S23. 
Home,  Henry,  Lord  Karnes.     Elements  of  Criticism,     4th  Amer- 
ican edition.     2  vols.     Svo.     New  York,  1823. 
Elliot,  Samuel.     An  humble  Tribute  to  my  Country:  or  Practical 

Essays,  political,  legal,  moral,  &c.     l-'mo.     Boston,  1842. 
Abercrombie,  John.     Harmony  of  Christian  Faith  and  Christian 

Character;  and  the  culture  and  discipline  of  the  .Mind.     19mo. 

New  York,  1839. 
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Dyche,  Thomas,  and  William  Pardon.  New  English  Dictionary, 
peculiarly  calculated   for  the  use  and   improvement  of  such  as 

are  unacquainted  with  the  learned  languages.  8vo.  London, 
1771. 

Nugent,  Thomas,  Focket  Dictionary  of  the  French  and  English 
Languages.     Ouiseau's  edition.     lOmo.     Philadelphia,  1846. 

Polidori,  Gaetano  ca.  Italian,  English  and  French  Pocket  Dic- 
tionary.    .3  vols,     lOmo.     London,  1806. 

Martinelli,  Joseph.  Nouveau  Diclionnaire  de  Poche,  Francois — 
Italten.     16mo.     Pans,,  1601. 

Young,  William.  New  Latin-English  Dictionary.  8vo.  Lon- 
don.    1769. 

Simon,  John.  Lexicon  Gr.  et  Lat.  in  Novum  Testamentum. 
8vo.     Halm  Magdefcurgicse,  1766. 

Glossographia  Anglicana  Nova :  or  a  Dictionary  interpreting  such 
hard  words  of  whatever  language,  as  are  at  present  used  in  the 
English  tongue,  with  their  etymologies,  definitions,  &c.  8vo. 
London.     1707. 

Browne,  Thomas.  The  Union  Dictionary,  containing  all  that  is 
truly  useful  in  the  Dictionaries  of  Johnson,  Sheridan  and  Walker. 
8vo.     London.     1800. 

Thibaut,  M.  A.  Nouveau  Dictionaire  de  Poche  Francais-Alle- 
mand  et  Allemand-Francaise.     8vo.     Paris,  1838. 

Adam?,  Hannah.  A  Dictionary  of  all  Ileligions  and  Religious 
Denominations.     Svo.     New  York  and  Boston,  IS  17. 

Mason,  George.  Supplement  to  Johnson's  English  Dictionary:  of 
which  the  palpable  errors  are  attempted  to  be  rectified,  and  its 
material  omissions  supplied.     8vo.     New  York,  1803.      i 

Parkhurst,  John.  A  Greek  and  English  Lexicon  to  the  Ne\^  Tes- 
tament, &c.     4th  edit.     8vo.     London,  1804. 

Ernesti,  John  Augustus.  Improved  edition  of  Hederic's  Greek 
and  Latin  Lexicon.     Svo.     Leipsic,  1796. 

Lempriere,  J.  Bibliotheca  Classica ;  or  a  Dictionary  of  all  the 
principal  Names  and  Terms  relating  to  the  Geography,  Topog- 
raphy, History,  Literature  and  Mythology  of  Antiquity,  and  of 
the  Ancients.  (DaPonte  and  Ogilby'sedit.)  Svo.  New  York. 
1833. 

Donne<?an,  James.  New  Greek  and  English  Lexicon.  (Patton's 
edition.)     8vo.     Boston,  1839. 

Fhillips,  Edward.  The  New  World  of  Words ;  or  Universal 
English  Dictionary.     Folio.     London,  1706. 
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Wilson,  Thomas,  and  John  Bagwell.  Complete  Christian  Dictionary 
of  all  the  Words  mentioned  in  the  Holy  Scriptures.  With  a 
six-fold  addition,  by  Andrew  Symson.     Folio.     London.     1G01. 

Dictionnaire  de  L'Aeademie  Francoise,  revu,  corrige  et  augments 
par  L'Academie  Elle-Meme.  Cinquieme  edition.  2  vols.  4to.. 
Paris.      1799. 

Miege,  Guy.  A  New  Dictionary,  French  and  English,  with  an- 
other, English  and  French,  &c.     4to.     London,  1077. 

Boyer,  A.  Dictionnaire  Royal  Francois-Anglois  et  Anglois-Fran- 
cois.     2  vols.     4to.     Lyons,  17G3. 

Duponceau,  Peter  S.  Brief  View  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  addressed  to  the  Law  Academy  of  Philadelphia.  12mo. 
Philadelphia,  1S34. 

[Paulding,  James  K.]  The  Diverting  History  of  John  Bull  and 
Brother  Jonathan.  By  Hector  Bull-us.  ISmo.  New  York, 
1812. 

Mills,  Robert.  Statistics  of  South  Carolina,  including  a  View  of 
its  natural,  civil,  and  military  history,  general  and  particular. 
8vo.     Charleston,  1838. 

North  American  Review.    From  1815  to  1841.    GO  volumes.    8vo. 

MANUSCRIPT. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Simeon  De  Witt,  to  Rev.  Jedediah  Morse, 
dated  7th  May,  180S,  on  the  Variation  of  the  Needle. — From 
Lieut.  J.  M.  GiUiss,  U.  S.  Navy. 

FOR    THE  CABINET. 

Two  silver  and  2  copper  German  Coins,  and  one  English  Coin,  of 
copper. — From  Lieut.  J.  M.  Gil/iss.  U.  S.  N. 

Indian  Relics.  No.  1.  A  Spear  Head,  from  the  site  of  the  In- 
dian village  of  Weec-quas-guck,  "  the  place  of  the  bark  kettle,"' 
near  Tarrytown.  No.  2.  Same,  from  Throekmorfon's  Neck. 
Nos.  3,  4,  5.  Same,  from  the  Hills  of  Greenburgh.  (These 
Hills  formed  a  portion  of  the  Indian  territory  of  Wikagyl.  An 
Indian  Axe,  from  Nappecknmock,  (Yonkers.)  Also,  specimens 
of  Pottery,  and  the  remains  of  a  skull,  found  in  an  Indian 
mound  in  West  Chester. — Gift  of  Jioi/crt  Bolton,  Jr. 

Specimens  of  Iron  Ore,  from  St.  Anthony's  Nose,  in  the  Highlands; 
of  Crystal,  from  Greenburgh  ;  and  Garnets,  from  the  banks  of 
the  Croton  river. — Gift  of  the  same. 
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The  following  letter  from  Dr.  N.  S.  Jarvis,  S;ir?mn 
U.  S.  A.,  was  then  presented  and  read : 

New  York,  Sept.  28,  184S. 

Sir  :  During  a  residence  of  several  years  in  the  North 
and  Southwest  frontier,  I  amused  myself  in  making  a 
collection  of  the  dresses,  arms,  and  domestic  implements 
of  the  various  tribes  of  Indians  inhabiting  those,  distant 
regions. 

My  connection  with  the  army,  and  necessary  absence 
from  home,  has  never  enabled  me  to  arrange  the  same, 
and  the  greater  part  have  remained  packed  up  for  years. 

With  a  view  of  gratifying  the  curiosity  as  well  as  adding 
to  the  information  of  such  members  as  take  an  interest  in 
every  thing  illustrative  of  the  habits  and  customs  of  these 
people,  (now  rapidly  disappearing  on  the  approach  of  the 
white  man,  and  wasting  awav  from  the  combined  effects 
of  war,  famine  and  disease,)  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
depositing  my  collection  in  the  museum  of  the  Society. 

In  addition  to  these,  I  have  also  deposited  some  Mexi- 
can arms  and  other  articles  picked  up  on  the  battle  fields 
of  Palo  Alto,  Resaca,  and  Monterey,  at  the  close  of  those 
battles. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  S.  JA'UVIS,  Surgeon  U.  S,  A. 

Hon.  Luther  Bradisii,  \ 

First  Vice  President  N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc. 

COLLECTION    DEPOSITED  BY  DR.  N.  S.  JARVIS. 

MEXICAN    ARMS,  &c. 

No.  1.     Mexican  Escopcttc,  found  on  the  battle  field  at  Monterey, 

Sept.  21,  1S46. 
No.  2.     Cavalry  Sabre,  broken  by  a  cannon  ball  at  the  battle  of 

Monterey,  Sept.  21,    1^46,  found  on  the  field,  (belonging  to  a 

Lancier.) 
No.  3.     Mexican  Lance,  broken   in  a  charge  of  Landers  at  the 

battle  of  Monterey,  Sept.  21,  1846. 
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No.  4.  Cap  Plates  and  Ornaments,  with  Nos.  of  different  Mexi- 
can" regiments,  from  the  battle  fields  of  Palo  Alto,  R.csaca  de  la 
Palma  and  Monterey. 

No.  5.     Cavalry  Equipments,  battle  of  Monterey. 

No.  6.  Shoulder  Knots  of  a  Mexican  Artillerist  and  Lancier, 
&c,  battle  of  Monterey,  Sept.  21,  1846, 

No.  7.  Mexican  Sabre,  (Toledo,)  formerly  belonging  to  a  Captain 
of  Cavalry,  (Monterey.) 

No.  8.     Copper  cannon  balls  fired  during  the  battle  of  Monterey. 

No.  (J.  Copper  or  composition  shell  fired  during  the  siege  of  Fort 
Brown,  May  6,  1846. 

No.  10.     Ancient  copper  vessel,  (Mexican.) 

No.  11.     Cabrista,  or  halter,  of  colored  hair. 

No.  12.  Basket  made  of  the  fibres  of  the  Maguey  plant,  by  Mex 
ican  prisoners  at  Saltillo. 

No.  13.     Painted  wooden  ware  of  the  Mexicans,  made  at  Linares. 

No.  14.     Five  Copper  grape  shot  from  Monterey,  Mexican. 

No.  15.  5  boxes  containing  specimens  of  Guadalajara  Ware,  or 
Pottery. 

INDIAN  CURIOSITIES. 

No.  1.     Sioux  Chief's  Pipe,  Fort  Snelling,  Upper  Miss. 

No.  2.  Pipe  presented  by  Petit  Corbeau,  or  Little  Crow,  principal 
Chief  of  the  Lower  Sioux,  1834,  Fort  Snelling,  Upper  Miss. 

No.  3.  Pipe  presented  by  Black  Dog,  a  Sioux  chief,  Fort  Snell- 
ing, 1835. 

No.  4.     A  chief's  Pipe,  presented  by  Wanitni,  principal  chief  of 
'      the  Yanckton  Sioux,  1835.  . 

No.  5.  Pipe  presented  by  Blewahcondepah,  or  Big  Thunder,  so:i 
of  Little  Crow,  a  Sioux  chief,  1835. 

No.  6.  Caddo  bow,  Camp  Worth,  La.,  183f>,  made  of  Bois  d'  arc 
wood. 

No.  7.     Seminole  Bow,  Tampa  Bay,  Fa. 

No.  8.     Sioux  Bow  and  Arrows. 

No.  9.     Sac  Bow,  Rock  island,  1833. 

No.  10.  Yanckton  Bow  and  Quiver,  presented  by  Wanitou,  chief 
of  the  Y^anckton  Sioux,  1S35. 

Nos.  11  and  12.     Indian  written  Music  and  Looking  Glass,  (Sioux.) 

No.  13.     Indian  Pack  Saddle,  (Sioux.) 

No.  14.     3  Indian  Tomtons  or  Drums,  (Sioux  and  Chippeway.) 

No.  15.     Yanckton  Sioux  Shield. 
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No.  16.     Chippeway  Snow  shoes. 

No.  17.     3  Vessels,  (Caddo  Indians.) 

No.  18.     Bundles  of  Yanckton  Arrows. 

No.  19.     Sissiton  Sioux  Bow,  made  of  sinew  and  bone  of  the  Elk. 

No.  20.     Menominee  Pipe. 

No.  21.     Winnebago  Pipe. 

No.  22.     Ornamented  War  Chief's  Pipe,  (Sioux.) 

No.  23.     Ornamented  War  chief's  Pipe,  (Sissiton  Sioux.) 

Nos.  24  and  25.     Indian  Pipe-stems,  (Upper  Miss.) 

No.  26.     Tomahawk  Pipe,  (Sioux.) 

Nos.  27,  23,  and  29.     Indian  Flutes,  (Sioux  and  Chippeway.) 

No.  30.     Indian  Medicine-man's  wand,  (Sioux.) 

Nos.  31  and  32.     Indian  carved  Canes,  (Sioux  and  Caddo.) 

No.  33.     War  Club  (Sac.) 

No.  34.     War  Club,  (Menominee.) 

No.  35.     Chief's  War  Club,  (Sioux,)  with  a  history  of  his  warlike 

exploits. 
No.  36.     War  Club,  (Chippeway.) 
No.  37.     War  Club,  (Sioux,)  made  of  red  Steatite,  from  Coli  du 

Prairie. 
No.  33.     War  Club,  (Sandwich  Islands.) 
No.  39.     War  Paddle,  (Sandwich  Islands.) 
No.  40.     Chief's  Looking  Glass,  (Sioux.) 
Nos.  41  and  42.     Ball  Clubs,  (Chippeway.) 
No.  43.     Drumstick,  (Sioux.) 

No.  44.     Indian  Necklace,  made  of  the  claws  of  the  grizzly  bear. 
\$o.  45.     Indian  Buffalo  Knife,  made  by  a  Sioux. 
Nos.  46  and  47.     Indian  Scalping  Knives. 
No.  48.     Seminole  Indian  Hunting  Knife. 
No.  49.     Indian  Medicine-man's  rattle  or  guerd,  (Sioux.) 
No.  50.     Indian  Medicine-man's  rattle,  of  deers'  hoofs,' (Sioux.) 
No.  51.     Indian  Chief's  Saddle,  (Camanche.) 
No.  52.     Model  of  Indian  Cradle,  (Sioux.) 
No.  53.     Model  of  Chippeway  Bark  Canoe. 
No.  54.     Model  of  Sioux  Canoe  and  Paddles. 
No.  55.     Indian  Powder  Flask,  of  Buffalo  horn. 
No.  56.     War  Head  Dress  of  Eagle  feathers,  presented  by  Wani- 

tou,  chief  of  Yanckton  Sioux. 
No.  57.     9  pairs  of  Moccasins,   made  of  buffalo  and   deer  skirij 

(Sioux.) 
No.  58.     Head  Dress  of  Ceremony,  (Yanckton  Sioux.) 
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No.  59.     Indian  Pouch  or  Medicine  Bag,  made  of  the  skin  and 

claws  of  the  white  eagle,  (Sioux.) 
No.  60.     5  Indian  Tobacco  Pouches,  (Seminole,  Sioux  and  Chip- 

peway.) 
No.  61.     Cap  of  Totahwahcondepa,  or  the  great  Medicine  Man  of 

the  Sioux. 
No.  62.     3  pairs  of  Indian  Mittens,  (Sioux  and  Chippeway.) 
No.  63.     3  Indian  Medicine  Pouches  of  otter  skin,  (Sioux.) 
No.  64.     Quiver  of  wolf  skin,  (Sioux.) 
No.  65.     War  Eagle  Head  Dress,  and  Leggins  of  the  skink  skin ; 

of  a  Sioux  warrior. 
No.  66.     Yanckton  Squaw  Dress  of  buffalo  skin. 
No.  67.     Wild  horse  skin  Dress  of  a  Sissiton  Sioux,  ornamented 

with  scalp  locks.  * 

No.  68.     Sioux  chief's  Dress,  (shirt  and  leggins.) 
No.  69.     Sioux  chief's  Dress,  ornamented  with  scalp  locks,  (shirt 

and  leggins.) 
No.  70.     War  Dress,  presented  by  Wanitou,  chief  of  the  Yanckton 

Sioux. 
No.  71.     War  Dress  of  a  Sioux  chief. 
No.  72.     Sissiton  Sioux  chief's  Dress,  with  scalp  locks. 
No.  73.     7  Indian  Pouches  or  Medicine  Bags,  of  otter  skins,  (or- 
namented.) 
No.  74.     Quiver  of  ornamented  otter  skin. 
No.  75.     5  Bowls  of  Pipes,  (Sioux  and  Chippeway.) 
No.  76.     Yanckton  Bow  and  Quiver  with  Arrows. 
No.  77.     Sioux  male  Dress,  complete. 
No.  78.     Sioux  female  Dress,  complete. 
No.  79.     Ornamented  Pouch,  (Sioux.) 
No.  80.     Indian  Belt,  (Cherokee^ 
No.  81.     Indian  Pouch,  (Cherokee.) 
No.  82.     Head  Dress  of  a  Sioux  chief. 
No.  84.     Indian  Garters,  of  beads,  (Chippeway.) 
No.  85.     Ornamented  Knife  Sheath,  (Chippeway.) 
No.  86.     Chief's  Pipe-stem,  (Sioux.) 
No.  87.     Moccasins,  (Chippeway.) 

No.  90.     3  Fish-hooks,  made  of  the  pearl  shell,  (Sandwich  Islands.) 
No.  91.     2  Indian  Arrow  Heads,  of  stone,  from  an  Indian  tumulus, 

or  mound,  in  Florida. 
No.  92.     Horn  of  the  Buffalo  Bull. 
No.  93.     Spunk,  or  touchwood,  used  by  the  Sioux  in  procuring  fire. 

vol.  vi.     22 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Beekman, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  NeW  York  Hist6ricaJ 

Society  be,  and  hereby  are,  tendered  to  Doctor  Jarvis, 
U.  S.  A.,  for  the  very  valuable  collection  of  Indian  curiosi- 
ties, &c.  deposited  for  safe  keeping  with  this  Society. 

The  Librarian,  Mr.  Moore,  informed  the  Society,  that 
during  the  summer  recess,  he  had  completed  the  compi- 
lation of  the  Neicsjyaper  Annals  of  the  Mexican  War,  an- 
nounced some  months  since,  as  in  preparation,  which  he 
now  presented  to  the  Society,  handsomely  bound  in  ten 
quarto  volumes.  This  work,  the  result  of  much  labor, 
embraces  complete  accounts  of  the  war,  as  they  appeared 
from  time  to  time  in  the  newspapers,  from  the  first  move- 
ments of  the  American  troops  towards  the  Rio  Grande 
to  the  final  consummation  of  peace.  It  has  been  most 
carefully  made  up  of  cuttings  from  the  newspapers  of 
the  day,  and  arranged  in  chronological  order. 

The  newspapers  from  which  the  cuttings  were  princi- 
pally made,  are  those  published  at  New  Orleans,  Wash- 
ington, and  New  York ;  and  an  effort  has  been  made  to 
embody  all  the  various  accounts  from  the  seat  of  war,  as 
well  of  the  actors  in,  as  of  the  witnesses  of  the  various 
events ;  with  full  descriptions  of  the  movements  of  the 
Jinnies,  of  all  the  several  battles,  skirmishes,  and  inci- 
dents  of  the  war,  notices  of  the  countries  traversed  by 
our  armies,  and  descriptions  of  the  battle  fields,  towns 
and  cities  captured  by  the^American  troops;  together 
with  personal  and  local  anecdotes  of  the  several  cam- 
paigns; to  which  are  added  numerous  plans  and  dia- 
grams, illustrating  the  history  of  the  war. 

The  idea  of  the  preparation  of  such  a  work,  was  sug- 
gested by  Gen.  Prosper  M.  Wetmore,  late  chairman  oi" 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  the  newspapers  used  for 
the  work,  were  almost  exclusively  contributed  by  him, 
and  by  George  Gibes,  Esq.,  the  present  chairman  ot 
that  committee. 

These  volumes,  with  the  official  despatches  published 
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by  the  War  Department,  upon  the  call  of  Congress,  will 
furnish  a  full  and  complete  history,  or  materials  for  the 
history,  of  the  War  with  Mexico. 

Mr.  Gibbs,  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
made  a  report  on  the  nominations  which  had  been  referred 
to  that  committee,  recommending  the  following  candi- 
dates, who  were  thereupon  elected,  viz  : 

CORRESPONDING   MEMBERS. 

S.  Wells  Williams,  Canton,  China. 

Dr.  Edwin  C.  Bidwell,  Keene,  Coshocton  Co.,  O. 

Rev.  Th.  H.  Gallaudet,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Robert  Caparn,  Newark, Nottinghamshire,  Eng. 

RESIDENT   MEMBERS. 

Thomas  Spofford,  J.  Leander  Starr, 

Benson  J.  Lossing,  James  D.  Wiielpley, 

Richard  E.  Mount,  James  N.  McElligott. 

Various  nominations  were  made  to  the  Society,  and 
severally  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  Bartlett  then  read  a  translation  of  the  Letter  of 
IsaacJcde  Rasiere  to  Mr.  Blommacrf,  written  in  10*27,  giving 
an  account  of  New  Netherland,  forwarded  to  Mr.  B rod- 
head  at  London,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Deputy  Librarian 
of  the  Royal  Library  at  the  Hague,  and  by  Mr.  Brod- 
head  transmitted  to  the  Society.* 

[Note.- — As  the  letter  of '■&£  Rasiere,  with  Mr.  Bmd- 
head's  notes,  will  be  published  at  length  in  the  second 
volume  (now  in  press)  of  the  second  series  of  the  Socie- 
ty's Transactions,  a  brief  sum  man'  of  its  contents  is  all 
that  is  at  present  necessary.  The  deficiency  of  authen- 
tic documents  relating  to  the  early  history  of  New  Neth- 
erland, has  often  been  noticed.  There  are  earlier  ac- 
counts of  the  island — those  of  Wassenaer,  in  his  Histo- 
rische  Verhael,  1623  and  1634,  and  of  De  Laet,  in  1625,— 

•See  Letters  of  Messrs.  Brodhead  and  Campbell, p.  133,  ante. 
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but  Dc  Rasiere's  letter  furnishes  the   earliest  descri    i     - 
we  have  of  the  colony  of  New  Netherland  and  ii>  u<  u\- 
borhood  from   an  eye  witness.     De  Rasiere  is  mentioned 
by  the  historian  of  New  Netherlands  as   the  book-keei-  r 
to  the  Director  Minuit,  in   1624,  and  as   provincial  secre- 
tary, second  in  authority  to  the  Director  himself.     In  Gov. 
Bradford's   Letter  Book,   (I   Mass.  Coll.  vol   iii.)  is  pre- 
served a  correspondence  between  the  authorities  of  New 
Plymouth  and  New  Netherland,   in  which  De  Rasiere 
figures    as    the   agent  of  the   latter.       He    was  sent   as 
ambassador  to  New  Plymouth  in  1627,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived with  distinction,  "  honorably  attended  with  a  noise 
of  trumpeters" — at  the    "  first  meeting  in   the  solitude  of 
the  New  World  between  friendly  colonists  of  two  allied 
European  nations."  /  De  Rasiere,  whom  Governor  Brad- 
ford mentions  as  "  a  man  of  fair  and  genteel  behavior," 
afterwards    became   entangled  in  provincial  troubles,  his 
papers  were  seized,  probably  to  the  loss  of  the   modern 
historian.     He   returned  to   Holland  and  drew  upon   his 
memory  for  this  letter  to  his  friend  Samuel  Blommaert,  a 
leading  director  of  the  West  India  Company. 

This  is  the  history  of  the  document,  and  so  far  as  is 
known,  of  the  writer.  At  the  outset  he  furnishes  an  inter- 
esting topographical  survey  of  the  bay,  harbor,  and  sur- 
rounding islands.  This  is  followed  by  the  usual  Indian 
descriptions,  with  some  peculiarities,  of  a  tribe  on  the  island 
called  the  Wappenos,  who  w^-e  tall,  of  an  orange  color, 
like  the  Brazilians,  inveterate  haters,  full  of  hereditary* 
revenues,  so  fond  of  freedom  that  they  could  not  be 
brought  to  work,  who  hunted  in  winter  and  fished  in 
spring;  were  great  lovers  of  fish,  especially  of  an  erotic 
white  salmon  ;  strung  cockle-shell,  seaiccm,  for  money,  and 
were  as  particular  about  it  as  if  they  dealt  with  pearl- ; 
they  shuffled  and  dealt  rushes,  and  called  the  game 
semeca,  gambling  away  what  clothes  they  wore  till   Laej* 

•  Dr.  O'Caliaghan, 
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went  off  naked ;  when   they  were   dressed   they  had  on 
deer  skin,  or  bear   skin,  or  a  seal  skin,  or  covered   them- 
selves with   turkey  feathers,  or  Dutch  duffel  cloth,  which 
was  a  blanket  by  night,  a  coat  bv  day ;  the   men  were 
loose  with  the  women,  who  were  of  middle  stature,  with 
long   black  hair,   black  eyes,   and   tine    eyebrows,    and 
smeared  their  orange  colored  bodies  with  grease,  which 
did  not  improve  their  flavor  ;  their  marriages  were  based 
on  settlements  of  seawan,  and  the  bride  for  six  weeks  of 
separation  bewailed  her  virginity,  which  they  called  "Col- 
latismarrenitten ;"    she  sat  all  the  while   with  a  blanket 
over  her  head  looking  at  no  one  and  no  one  looking  at  her. 
For  agriculture  the  women  in  March  broke  up  the  ground, 
and   in  April  planted   maize,   and  in   May  the}'  set  out 
beans  to  grow  upon  the  stalks  of  the   corn  ;  they  sucked 
the  low   stocks   for  sugar-cane,  and   made  sappaen  out  of 
the  grain,  and  some  they  put  dried  in  baskets  and  buried 
in  the  ground,  and  went  off  with  the  men  in  hunting  par- 
ties in  October,   coming  back  in  December  "  as   fat  as 
moles."     For  their  discipline  when  the  women  were  un- 
faithful they  were  flogged,  cropped,  and    driven  from  the 
house,  but  the  children  followed  them,  for  they  were  fond 
mothers.     When    the    husband  was    unfaithful,  the  wife 
brought  him   before   the   council,  drew  oiF  his  right  shoe 
and  left  stocking,  uncovered  his  nakedness  and  gave  him 
a  kick  behind,  and  had  the  laws  been  generally  adminis- 
l^yd  the  council  would   have  had  constant  employment. 
For  politics  they  had  a  chief,   Sackima,  whom  they  chose 
by  election. 

The  writer  also  sfives  an  interesting  account  of  New 
Plymouth,  from  which  we  can  only  add  the  following : 

"  New  Plymouth  lies  on  the  slope  of  a  hill  stretching 
east  towards  the  sea-coast,  with  a  broad  street  about  a 
cannon  shot  of  500  [yards]  lon£>  leading  down  the  hill; 
with  a  [street]  crossing  in  the  middle,  northwards  to  the 
rivulet,  and  southwards  to  the  land.  The  houses  are 
constructed  of  hewn  planks,  with  gardens  also  enclosed 
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behind  and  at  the  sides  with  hewn  planks,  so  that  tJ-.r,r 
houses  and  court-yards  are  arranged  in  very  good  <>r«i«  r, 
with  a  stockade  against  a  sudden  attack;  and  at  die 
ends  of  the  streets  there  are  three  wooden  gates.  In  i\w 
centre,  on  the  cross  street,  stands  the  Governor's  house, 
before  which  is  a  square  enclosure,  upon  which  four  pa- 
tereros  [steen-stucken]  are  mounted,  so  as  to  flank  along 
the  streets.  Upon  the  hill  they  have  a  large  square  house, 
with  a  flat  roof,  made  of  thick  sawn  plank,  staged  with 
oak  beams,  upon  the  top  of  which  they  have  six  cannons, 
which  shoot  iron  balls  of  four  or  five  pounds,  and  com- 
mand the  surrounding  country.  The  lower  part  they  use 
for  their  church,  where  they  preach  on  Sundays  and  the 
usual  holidays.  They  assemble  by  beat  of  drum,  each 
with  his  musket  or  firelock,  in  front  of  the  captain's  door; 
they  have  their  cloaks  on,  and  place  themselves  in  order 
three  abreast,  and  are  led  by  a  serjeant  without  beat  of 
drum. 

"  Behind  comes  the  Governor,  in  a  long  robe ;  beside 
him,  on  the  right  hand,  comes  the  preacher  with  his 
cloak  on ;  and,  on  the  left  hand,  the  captain,  with  his 
side  arms  and  cloak  on,  and  with  a  small  cane  in  his 
hand, — and  so  they  march  in  good  order,  and  each  sets 
his  arms  down  near  him.  Thus  they  are  constantly  on 
their  guard,  night  and  day. 

"Their  government  is  after  the  English  form.  The 
—Governor  has  his  council,  which  is  chosen  every  year 
by  the  entire  community,  by  election  or  prolongation  of 
term.  In  inheritances  they  place  all  the  children  in  one 
decree,  only  the  eldest  son  has  an  acknowledgment  for 
his  seniority  of  birth.  They  have  made  stringent  laws 
and  ordinances  upon  the  subject  of  fornication  and  adul- 
tery, which  laws  they  maintain  and  enforce  very  strictly, 
indeed,  even  among  the  tribes  which  live  amongst  them. 
They  [the  English]  speak  very  angrily  when  they  hear 
from  the  savages  that  we  should  live  so  barbarously  in 
these  respects,  and  without  punishment.     Their  farms  are 
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not  so  good  as  ours,  because  they  ere  more  stony,  and 
consequently  not  so  suitable  for  the  plough.  They  ap- 
portion their  land  according  as  each  has  means  to  con- 
tribute to  the  Eighteen  Thousand  Guilders  which  they 
have  promised  to  those  who  had  sent  them  out;  whereby 
they  have  their  freedom  without  rendering  an  account  to 
any  one  ;  only  if  the  King  should  choose  to  send  a  Gov- 
ernor-General, they  would  be  obliged  to  acknowledge 
him  as  sovereign  chief.  The  maize  seed  which  they  do 
not  require  for  their  own  use  is  delivered  to  the  Governor 
at  three  guilders  a  bushel,  who,  in  his  turn,  sends  it  in 
sloops  to  the  north,  for  the  trade  in  skins  among  the  sav- 
ages. They  reckon  one  bushel  of  maize  against  one 
pound  of  beaver  skin :  in  the  first  place  a  division  is 
made  according  to  what  each  has  contributed,  and  they 
are  credited  for  the  amount  in  the  account  of  what  each 
has  to  contribute  yearly  towards  the  reduction  of  his  ob- 
ligation; then,  with  the  remainder,  they  purchase  what 
next  they  require,  and  which  the  Governor  takes  care  to 
provide  every  year.  They  have  better  means  of  living 
than  ourselves,  because  they  have  the  fish  so  abundant 
before  their  doors.  There  are  also  many  birds,  such  as 
geese,  herons,  and  cranes,  and  other  small-legged  birds, 
which  are  in  great  abundance  there  in  the  winter."] 

The  reading  of  the  paper  being  concluded,  on  motion 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  De  Witt,  it  was 

^Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented 
to  Dr.  M-  F.  A.  G.  Campbell,  Deputy  Librarian  of  the 
Royal  Library  at  the  Hague,  for  his  kindness  in  obtaining, 
and  to  John  R.  Brodhead,  Esq.  for  forwarding,  the  inter- 
esting MS.  just  read,  and  with  the  hope  that  they  will 
continue  their  researches. 

Mr.  Bartlett  also  read  a  communication  from  Mr.  E.  G. 
Squier,  respecting  a  proposed  survey  of  the  ancient  mon- 
uments in  Western  New  York.  He  states  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Smithsonian  Institute  will  appropriate  $100 
towards  the  survey  of  these  ancient  monuments,  provided 
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the  Historical   Society  will  contribute  an  equal  ami      • 
The  Secretary  will  also  permit  the  Society   to   use  c- 
plates  and    other  illustrations  which  may  accompany  the 
Reports  of  the  Survey,  should  the  Society  see  tit  to  ejn- 
body  them  in  its  Transactions. 

It  is  estimated  that  theie  are  at  least  one  hundred  en- 
closures, clearly  belonging  to  the  same  grand  system  with 
those  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  and  it  is  proposed  to 
make  accurate  surveys  of  the  more  important  of  these, 
and  to  fix  the  localities  and  give  brief  accounts  of  all  the 
others.  It  is  also  proposed  to  make  excavations  where- 
ever  it  may  be  supposed  it  will  be  attended  with  any  im- 
portant results. 

Prof.  O.  W.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Chauncey,  made 
some  remarks  on  the  importance  of  the  proposed  surveys  ; 
after  which,  on  motion,  the  subject  was  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee,  with  power. 
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In  1S43.  the  Society  adoptee  'he  p!an  r>f  •«wb»i?hiog  an  annusl  bulletin  of  their  Proceedings, 
which,  with  slight  variations  v.-orre,  L>as  snoot  been  continued. 

These  volumes,  five  in  number,  contain  ..he  Minuterj  cf  the  Proceedings  at  the  annual  and 
monthly  meetings,  the  Reports  of  the  officers  *xcd  kLtecutive  Committee,  and  abstracts  of  tl  e 
discussions,  with  the  Papers  read  at  the  meetings;  to  jeiter  with  a  record  of  all  donations  and 
additions  to  die  Library  and  Cabinet.  The  following  it  a  summary  of  the  principal  contents  of 
the  different  volumes: 

VoLinse  porIcU.  [.  KistorhnJ  Considerations  on  the  Siege  and  Defence 

[naajnirat  Ad  Iress  '  f  the   Hen.  Accept  Gallatin 


lew  York  Historical  !  Tiw 


cv.  Thomas     Notic 


>fFort  Srtanwix.  i:i  !"^,;.     By  H.  !t.  SCHOOL!  oaft. 
i  i  \i;<  ,    .  ■  i  Goven  nteni  in  :!  e 

employment  of  lb  :'1"-    Revolutionary 

War.     B)  Wli  i  ;>  A  W. 

Memoir  01  Samuel  '»-^c.  o.    UyOsooiiO  Flfcr.n. 

Observations  a--iui:t.j  tl  e  '..>  i  indent  Maps  of  New 
Netheiiand,    ibuii  ;  "  Archives  at  the 

Hague  mi  J-Stl,     By  John  Rohkyn  Brodhead. 

Address  di  livereii  b»  \-  ta  the  New  York  Historii  . .  So- 
ciety, at  its  41st  As  niversary,  20  November,  1845. 
By  Alkxandkb  W.  Bradford. 

Vi  to*  ■  roK  1-  i-,:. 

MemoHrof  the  French  «n«l  fin  an  Expedition  against 
the  Provini  •  .'■■•■'  Vcrk.  which  surprised  and 
burned  Sthi  lary  9, 1089-90.   By  Rev. 

MaONSELL   \   \',    i:     *•>.<?      LKR. 

me  untnjue  F.artbi  r>  Vessels  found  in  the 
low  Tumuli    •  .  ••!  in  the  caves  and  burial 


President,  delivered  b<  tore  the 

Society,  Febru  iry  7,  i;  =o. 
Memoir  on  the  Northeastern   Boundary  in  connaxion 

with  Mr.  Jay's    Mao,  by   rloa.  jM.nnr.r  Gallatin, 

President  of  the  Societv.     Tegethe;  wi'h  a  S  te^th 

nn  ihe  same  subject,   before  the  N.  ".  Historical 

Society,  Apr  I  15,  1843,  by  Hon.  DaSZ£L  Weestkr, 

Secretary  of  Srate. 
A  Papei  oil  the  i'r.'jress  of  the  Science  or  Slhnology. 

By  JvHIS    Kr.StLf,   BiRTL^'IT. 

Pacer,  by  Charles  Fenno  Hoffman,  o>>  Pie  Distinc- 
tive Character  of  the  People  of  New  York,  as  it  ex- 
isted before  the  revclotiou  o:'  i;?u. 

Memoir  of  Col.  John  Trumbull,  by  William  L.Sxone. 
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Paper  ou  the  New  Netherlands.    B 

Dk  W'itt,  P.  i). 
Paper  on  the  Aboriginal  names  and  Geographical  Per-  i      places  of  the  group  i  orth  of  those 

tjiinologyof  the   State  of  New  York.    By   Henry]      Latitudes.     I  .  :i.  ■  ift. 

R.  Schoolcraft.  I  Observations  tend    c  tti  •:.        tl  .:  the  Grand  Turk 

Copy  and  translation  of  the  Latin  Inscrip^on  upon  i      island,  and  not  San  S       tdor  -.v.iw  the  tirst  spot  on 

the  tomb  of  Richard.  Nicolls,  the  first  Eng'ish  Gov-        which  Coii  the  New  World.    By 

ernor  of  New  York-  George  Gi  •  I      ml. 

Some  passages   in  the  Life  of  Governor  Tompkins.  I  Observations  on  tin  I'r         .    .    ,    ■  graphyandEthnoI- 

By  JoitJt  W.  Edmosds.  i      otry,  with  tbe   hi  ■■  deduced  therefrom. 

Remarks  on  the  :>  ist  History  ami  present  Condition  of  '      By  John  Russki  l  ••      i :. 

Morocco,  Algiers,  and 'the  Baibary  Regencies.    By     In  Address  deli'  Sew  York  Historical 

William  B.  Hodgson.  Si       ty.   at  ..<.-   .r.-,    iT.h   November, 

Account  of  the  Statue  of  George  HI.  formerly  standing  ;      184o.    By  Henr\  R.  Sow  ••  i  ..  trT. 

in   the    Bowling  Green,  New  York.     By  George  ;  ..     r  :■;',. 

Gir.Bs.  '  Paper  by  Jos kph  B.  Vj         •  m  the  "History  of 

The  Romance  of  American  History.    By  Pr.  Thomas        the  i-'edei 

Ward.  >  Letter  from  Jam  eh    W    EIiti   ".•-::.   on   the  Ruin?  of 

An  Address  delivered  belbrethe  New  York  Historical        fjxhial,  in  Vm 

Bopie^r,  at  its  40th  Anniversary,  20 Noveirber,  1844.    Paper  on  the  Pn<    •      GviuTtil  St.  Clair  in  1791.    By 

By  John  Romkyv  LUi--,-dh::ad.  "  Chandler  R.-Gti      v. 

Voll-me  for  1S45.  !  Papi  run  the  I  '        ■      -  on  the  Dela- 

Sketehes  of  Bioirraphical  Writers  and  their  Works,  of       w;tre.  ■  •- 

the  scite  of  New  York.     By  William  L.Stone.       :  An  Ori?  nalN  irralive  <  i  the  Hat!   '■  of  Ticonderofra,  in 
Re  |  tort  of  the  Connmitiee  on  a  proposed  new  National  j       [''-'.  writ  '  •  • ,  a  surgcoa  in 

Name.     By  David  Dudley  Field.     Also,    Letters,      tho   ■■•.      -  ton.     Coi  ted   by  Benjamin   F. 

from  the  Historii      3  ■  fil      achusetts,  Ma-  j      Thomfsun. 

rylandand  New  Jersey,  i  nd  from  Messrs.  Clay,  Van     Je&uit  Bel  iti<  r.<  of  0  .'  other  OccMrrer: 

Buren.  Story,  Kent.  \?id  others  on  the  snr,:e  subject.  I      ces  in<  Ni  rthern  ind  Western  8ts»tes 

Paper  upon  the  Indian  Names  of  Loi>«  Island.    By        of   th<    Ur     .  .  -  J.      By  E.  B.  O'Calla- 

Benjamin  F.  Thompson.  i     ghan,  .M.  D. 
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Tne  jirst~scries  oi  Coliecti    t3,    orihisting  of  five  volumes,  was 
JS14,  1821, 1626",  and  1&2B.     The  first  volume  oi  the  second  s<  n'<  .-,  was  i 
a  second  volume  is  now  in  the  press.     The  following  is  a  general  . 
the  published  volumes: 

VoLl      •:    r  } 

The  original   Charter,  Constitute  i,  and  By-Laws  oil 

the  New  Y   ■ ..  Hi   tori<  al  •-'•    ■:.  • 
A  Discourse,  d«  •  sued  to  commemorate  the  Discovery  j 

of  New  \  ork.  il<  I  *  ered  1"  lore  the  New  York  ilistor-  ; 

ital  Soci<  iy,  ><  .  .   i   1809, 1  y  s=  imi  ..l  Miller,  D.  D. 
The  relation  ot'  .'  .  t  Z>«  Verrczzano<  of  the  land  by  j 

him  discovered,  in  theuameot  hisMajestie  Francis 

the  First,  anno  1 524.    !  From  Haekluyu] 
The  Voyage  of  Henry   Hudson  towards  the  North  i 

Pole,  anno  1607. 
A  second  voyas<   ■  •!'  Henry  Hudson   for  finding  a  ;    s-  ' 

sage  to  the  J    stlnd   ;s,  by  the  northeast,  anno  Irl  -. 
The  third   voyage  ot  Henry    Hm  son   towards   Nova  • 

Zemin..,  &c.  and  al    ._•   the  coast   northwest  to42 

oetrrees  and  a  half,    nd  v; p  i  ic  river  (the  Hudson) 

near  to  43  degrees   anno]      •      [Muet's  NarrativeJ     \ 
An  abstract  of  the  journal  of  Henry  Hudson,  tor  the  i 

obcovery  of  the  northwest  pass  ige,  begun  in  April 

in  the  year  1610,  and  *  im:pc  with  his  ■ 
A  i.tr.'er  Discourse  ot'  the  .si*.::,  i  Voy;  ■:  •,  and  the  .sue-  ; 

cess  thereof,  written  by  At  icuk  Pricl  el 
Document^  relating  to  the  early  hist   -y  ■;:  New  i  i  rk,  ] 

extracted  from  the  second  vo.nme  of  Hazard's  l*His~ 


in  the  City  of  Ann; 
relative  to  the  dispute    bet    •  • 
New  Netherlands   i 
Proprietary  of  Maryland,  c<  ncen 
Dutch  to  the   Territories    r»-] 

■    |    . 
tied  "  Council,  6m.  H.  II.    : 
Communicated  b>  Johk  L.  Boznak,  oi   . 

Descriptii  u  of  souu   Med  tls 
portant  events  in  North  America,  btton 
the   Declaration   of   Indcti  (idem/   \,(   ;'.  • 
States.    By  Jambs  Meese,  M.  D.  of  I  . 
Von.  mls  IV.  a  .so  V. 

The  H'st  >ry  of  the  late  Province  of  New  S    ■ 
its  discovery  to  the  appointmei  I       •  ,.  . 
den,  in    1762.     By  the   lion.   WILLIAM   SMn 
raerly  of  New  York, and    tteChief  Justice  m  .. 
Canada,    'i'o  which  is  prefixed  a  Memoir  oi 
thor,  written   by  Ms  son.    [This  >',!:,nn.- 
the  History  of  Smith,  originally  published 
extending  to  1732,   with  the  Continuation  [in 
by  himself,  ami  ur.>t  published  by  the  N.  ^i  -  i.    . 
Society.: 

Volume  I. — New 


OLUME   1. — INEW   i-KRIi.s. 

torica'  Cpllectiens,1'  16-16 —  I  Anniversary  Luscour.se  ot'  Hon.  James  Kent.  LL.  D  . 

Law>  established   by  James    Duke  of  York,  for  the  |      before  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  Decei     ei 
jovernment  of  the  Dukc'j   Territories  in  America,       6,1828. 
■i  the  year  1664— (cailed  the  ••  East  Hampton  Look  i  The  Voyage  of  John  rie  Verrazzann,  along  th<    C 


of  Laws.") 


of  North  America  from  Carolina  to  Newlbi 
Voi.cM-B.II.  j     A.  D.  1534.    Translated   from  the  original 

Discourse  delivered  before. the  New  York  Historical        by  JOsephG.  Coos  well. 
Society,  December  0,  1c- 10.    By   High  William-   Indian  Tradition  of  the  tirst  arrival  of  the  Dut< 
<on,  M.  D.  j      Manhattan  island. 

Discourse  delivered  on  the  6th  December,  1811.     By    Lambrechtseifs  History  of  New  Netherlands,   t 

Ihe  Hon.  De-Witt  Clinton.  LjL.  D.  la-ted  from  the  original   Hatch,    by  r'.  A.  Van  due 

Discourse  delivered  ou  the )    hof  December,  1812.    By        Xlmp. 

the  Hon.  Golvernrcr  >l     i  us.  ,  Description  of  the  New  Netherlands,  by  Adrian  Van 


Discourse  delivered  on  the  tith  of  December,  1813.  By 
SA.MXKL  L.  .Mil-  ttttl  i  .  ...  i'. 

/n  Account  o(  Monsieur   I  Salle's  last  expedi- 

tion and  Discoveries  in  North  Amei  r  i. 

t\n  Extract   of  a  Trans!  ■'..•  in   of  th     Hist     .  of  New 
Sweed    Land,   in    Atnei  i    in  Sweed    by 

Thomas  Campanius  Holn  '•"ew  Sweed  Land 

al's  Delaware,  and  pr  nti 

Catalogue  of  the  Books.  Tract.* 
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PROCEEDINGS 


NEW    YORK    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 


STATED   MEETING,  NOVEMBER  7,  1848. 


The  Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice  President,  in 
the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  by  Mr. 
Warner,  Recording  Secretary,  and  approved. 

Mr.  Wetaiore  introduced  to  the  presiding  officer  His 
Excellency,  M.  Poussin,  the  French  Minister,  who  had 
accepted  an  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Society. 

Mr.  Bradish,  in  the  following  terms,  then  introduced 
M.  Poussin  to  the  Society : 

Gentleaien  of  the  Society  : 

■  ■.  V 

It  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  that  I  announce  to  yo\i  that 

/the  Society  is  this  evening  honored  by  the  presence  of 
His  Excellency  Major  Poussin,  the  first  Minister  sent  from 
the  French  Republic  to  the  Republic  of  the  United  States. 
In  our  distinguished  visitor,  on  this  occasion,  we  have  not 
only  the  highly  accomplished  and  worthy  representative 
of  his  own  country,  but  in  him  we  may  also  claim  a 
,  fellow  citizen  ;  for  it  will  be  recollected  by  the  members 
of  this  Society  that  Major  Poussin  was  for  many  years  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  intimate  association 
with  our  own  excellent  and  deeply  loved  General  Bernard. 
During  this  long  period  of  distinguished  and  faithful  ser- 
vol.  vi»     23 
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vice  in  our  country,  he  became  minutely  acquainted  with 
our  interests  and  our  institutions;  and  evinced,  on  nil 
occasions,  a  marked  friendliness  for  the  former,  as  he  did 
a  deep  and  cordial  sympathy  with  the  latter.  His  return 
to  us,  therefore,  under  present  circumstances,  is  peculiarly 
gratifying  to  our  personal  feelings  ;  while  his  appointment 
and  arrival  as  the  first  Minister  from  the  young  French 
Republic  to  our  country,  constitutes  an  historical  fact  as 
full  of  present  interest,  as  it  is  of  future  hope.  In  it  we 
see  a  sure  pledge  of  the  cordial  and  ever  brightening 
relations  between  the  two  great  Republics. 

But  I  may  not  enlarge.  I  have,  therefore,  now  the 
honor  of  presenting  to  the  Society  Major  Poussin  ;  and  I 
ask  you,  Gentlemen,  to  rise  and  unite  with  me,  as  I  know 
you  will  most  cordially,  in  welcoming  among  us  this 
distinguished  representative  of  his  own  country,  and  our 
own  cherished  fellow  citizen. 

M.  Poussin  thereupon  rose,  and  addressed  the  Society, 
in  the  following  terms  : 

Gentlemen — I  am  happy  in  meeting,  in  the  city  of 
Jay,  and  Hamilton,  and  Morris,  a  Society  so  distinguished, 
and  presided  over  by  one  of  the  most  illustrious  of  those 
men  who  by  birth  were  countrymen  of  mine,  and  for 
their  love  of  liberty  are  countrymen  of  yours  ;  I  mean  the 
great  Gallatin,  who  came  here  in  youth  to  assist  your 
fathers,  and  with  them  was  horn  again  into  the  gloriou3 
nationality  which  is  the  admiration  and  hope  of  the  world. 
And  it  is  a  pleasure  to  be  surrounded  by  a  society  of 
freemen,  organized  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
all  the  facts  that  relate  to  the  birth  and  nurture  of  Liberty, 
and  her  noble  children,  the  institutions  of  the  American 
Republic.  Your  labors  in  this  respect  command  the 
interest  and  good  wishes  of  mankind. 

Gentlemen — I  rejoice  at  finding  myself  once  more  in 
the  midst  of  this  great  community,  whose  high  privilege 
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it  is  to  give  to  the  world  the  most  satisfactory  evidences 
of  the  practicability  of  a  large  nation  governing  itself. 
Yes,  gentlemen,  the  incontestable  and  incontested  merit 
of  your  democratic  institutions,  the  proof  of  their  admira- 
ble influence  on  society  at  large,  as  on  the.  individual,  is 
that  they  are  founded  on  the  equal  diffusion  of  knowledge 
throughout  all  ranks  :  on  the  commercial,  agricultural  or 
manufacturing,  mechanical  or  operative  classes.  That  is 
the  true  touchstone  of  your  democratic  fabric  ;  and  you 
should  be  proud  of  it. 

I  contest  the  saying  of  certain  writers,  who  are  sanguine 
in  ascribing  to  the  privileges  of  your  favored  land,  or  to 
the  one  origin  of  your  race,  or  to  the  peculiar  structure  of 
your  nerves  or  muscles,  your  successful  and  prosperous 
march  as  a  nation,  under  the  glorious  banner  of  liberty. 
All  these  exterior  elements  are  the  invention  of  our  nume- 
rous enemies,  who  watch  with  some  apprehension  for 
their  long  enjoyed  privileges,  the  ascendant  march  of 
democratic  principles  throughout  the  world.  I  reject  them 
all  as  unfounded  in  truth,  and  because  they  have  for  their 
object  to  discourage  the  human  race  of  making  lawful 
efforts  to  raise  itself  in  the  scale  of  self  estimation  and 
dignity. 

God,  gentlemen,  has  not  made  liberty  for  one  set  of 
people,  or  for  a  class  of  men.  All  men  have  been  cre- 
ated, and  are  born,  to  be  free,  and  to  enjoy  equal  rights 
all  over  the  world. 

Your  favored  land!  they  say.  Surely,  most  assuredly, 
may  they  say  favored  ;  but  not  more  so,  permit  me  to  say, 
in  the  point  of  fruitfuiness  or  adaptation  to  all  the  arts, 
and  to  satisfy  all  wants  of  man,  than  any  other  part  of 
the  two  great  continents.  Look  at  your  own  doors, 
Mexico  or  Central  America;  iarther  south,  the  rich  basin 
of  the  Amazon,  or  the  Oronoco.  Cast  your  eyes  on  that 
all  beautiful  spot  of  Europe,  occupied  by  my  glorious 
country,  and  inhabited  by  my  laborious  and  spirited 
countrymen  ;  cross  the  Pyrenees  or  the  Alps,  range  down 


168  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

the  valleys  of  Gaadelquiver,  of  the  Rhine  or  of  the  Po, 
and  tell  me  whether  the  Almighty  has  been  more  bounti- 
ful to  the  one  people  than  \o  the  other? 

Do  not  let  us  mingle  the  name  of  God  in  the  repartition 
of  goods  here  below,  solely  depending  upon  the  will  of 
the  people. 

The  origin  of  your  race !  But  how  does  it  differ  from  any 
other  ?  Do  I  nor  see  among  the  thirty  brilliant  stars  of 
your  constellation  whole  territories  settled  by  men  of  as 
great  diversity  of  origin  as  old  Europe  can  present?  Do 
I  not  read  the  daily  proofs  of  it  in  the  special  organs  en- 
trusted with  their  local  or  personal  interests  :  German, 
French,  Spanish,  Italian,  Scandinavian  or  English  new  - 
papers  ?  And,  in  fine,  if  I  turn  the  leaves  of  your  history, 
do  I  not  find  in  all  those  glorious  records,  names  classed 
with  that  of  the  model  of  men,  "  the  great  Washington," 
and  which  my  national  and  official  character  will  not 
allow  me  to  recall  here  ?  Your  nerves  and  muscles !  Since 
when,  then,  will  this  new  distinction  be  started  by  stolid 
minds  which  are  alwavs  devisimr  a  reason,  false  or  true, 
for  what  they  cannot  comprehend  ?  Indeed,  this  is  the 
last  blow  aimed  at  classing  people  :  those  who  can  be 
free  and  those  who  cannot.  Why  not  say  at  once  :  among 
privileged  ones,  who  will  not  work,  and  those  doomed  to 
work  ? 

My  nature,  frentiemen.  revolts  at  this  extreme  of  self 
infatuation  ;  and  I  must  say  that  I  can,  on  no  occasion, 
tolerate  the  idea  of  the  mensuration  of  man's  capacity  for 
this  or  that  avocation,  by  the  actual  development  of  his 
nerves  and  muscles. 

Now,  gentlemen,  permit  me  to  touch  a  subject  of  vital 
importance  in  the  present  circumstances,  in  which  the 
wdiole  world  is  carried  on  by  the  example  of  my  noble 
country:  and  to  arrive  at  my  end,  allow  me  to  retrace, 
in  very  few  words,  the  influence  which  the  Press  rightly 
exercises  in  your  own  country*. 

In   your  happy  social  organization,  where  those  who 
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cannot  read  or  write  form  a  very  small  minority,  the 
newspapers  have  become  the  ordinary  channel  of  all  free 
iscussion,  referred  to  by  every  one,  and  supported  by  all. 
It  is  not  given  to  one  paper  or  to  some  papers  only  to 
lead  public  opinion ;  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  people  that  gives 
life,  on  the  contrary,  to  such  or  such  a  paper  ;  but  as 
every  one  can  express  his  opinion,  it  follows  that  on  each 
important  question,  the  writers  or  editors  of  papers  form  in- 
stinctively a  kind  of  great  congress  or  meeting  charged 
with  discussing  its  merit  or  demerit ;  and  thus  they  prepare 
the  concentrated  action  of  the  great  fractional  portions  of 
the  community  on  the  particular  point  at  stake. 

This  is,  gentlemen,  we  must  acknowledge,  a  great 
privilege  enjoyed  by  the  press  in  this  enlightened  society, 
and  one  which  must  tend  to  give  it  more  and  more  a  high 
and  dignified  character,  if  it  will  respond  to  its  great 
responsibility. 

The  more  enlightened  a  society  is,  the  more,  important 
it  is  for  the  conductors  of  the  press  to  be  dignified  by  in- 
telligence as  by  personal  character ;  and  I  am  proud  to 
say,  gentlemen,  such  is  the  tendency  of  ail  public  organs 
in  the  United  States. 

They  are  all  aware  that  if  your  system  of  Common 
Schools,  or  general  education,  is  the  great  basis  on  which 
rest  your  democratic  institutions,  it  is  likewise  on  the 
great  trading  principles,  and  the  coexistence  of  a  free  and 
enlightened  press,  that  your  astonishing  prosperity  rests. 
Now  then,  gentlemen,  for  the  point,  the  most  at  my 
heart,  and  I  am  sure  at  yours : 

If  the  press  exercises  such  an  influence  on  your  great 
and  prosperous  community  as  I  have  very  imperfectly 
suggested,  of  how  much  more  importance  cannot  it  be  to 
the  success  of  our  great  cause,  by  becoming  lor  our  un- 
certain steps  in  the  path  of  rational  liberty  in  Europe,  a 
true  beacon,  a  guide,  a  cheering  star. 

The  labor  of  the  press  in  this  happy  land  of  yours  is 
almost  accomplished  ;  you  have  but  to  keep  up  the  sacred 
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fire   where    elements    abound ;    but   on  1113/   side  of  the 

water,  011  our  great  eastern  continent,  everything  is  to  be 
achieved. 

How  is  this  to  be  accomplished?.  By  attacks,  by 
threats,  by  declamations  for  or  against  this  or  that  form  I 
No,  gentlemen  \  nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  levelling  dailv 
attacks  against  men  or  measures  indiscriminately,  except 
to  excite  passions,  hatreds  or  prejudices.   v 

A  higher  order  of  assistance,  indeed  of  brotherly  duty, 
is  devolved  on  you  :  I  allude  to  the  actual  moral  and 
practical  aid  that  the  American  Press  can  give  us  in  the 
transformation  now  going  on  of  monarchical  into  demo- 
cratical  institutions. 

It  is  by  countenancing  our  daily  efforts,  in  presenting 
our  people  with  the  more  parallel  features  of  }rour  own 
history  with  our  present  struggling  state,  that  you  can 
advance  the  area  of  rational  general  liberty ;  and  not  by 
assaulting,  and  rendering  yourselves  the  distant  echoes  of 
prejudiced  minds  or  of  preconcerted  enemies  to  the  new 
institutions. 

It  is  by  allowing  largely  for  the  immense  difficulties 
which  cross  yet  our  path,  and  cheering  our  partial  success 
in  overthrowing  them  or  turning  them  round,  that  you 
can  impart  new  abilities  to  our  men,  to  our  society. 

We  cannot  dissimulate  a  fact:  "  The  light  which  now 
strikes  old  Europe  as  a  solar  ray,  comes  from  the  West." 
That  light  has  already  produced  a  first  and  marvellous 
effect:  everybody  has  measured  by  it  the  shadow  of  his 
neighbor  on  the  land  of  his  birth,  and  has  not  seen  any 
difference  in  the  projection.  Continue  then  to  keep  up  the 
intensity  of  }*our  light,  and  I  am  certain  our  people  will 
succeed  in  reading  the  pages  of  the  Book  of  Truth  in  the 
same  light  as  you. 

Mr.  Bartlett,  the  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary* 
read  a  letter  from  Dr.  Peter  Wilson,  (Wa-o-wa-wa-na-onk,) 
a  distinguished  chief  of  the  Seneca  nation,  and  a  cones- 
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ponding  member  of  the  Society,  presenting  a  Spelling 
Book,  printed  in  the  language  of  the  Seneca  Indians, 
with  English  Definitions. 

Mr.  Bartlett  also  read  portion*  of  a  private  letter  from 
Mr.  Squier,  stating  that  he  had  just  completed  the  survey 
of  an  interesting  aboriginal  work  in  Montgomery  county. 
In  the  same  region  were  some  very  curious  ancient  works, 
but  they  were  so  nearly  obliterated  that  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely difficult,  and  in  som-  cases  impossible,  to  trace 
out  their  original  forms.  Two  of  them  he  was  about  to 
survey  in  company  with  Mr.  Clark  of  Manlius,  a  gentle- 
man who  manifested  great  interest  in  these  ancient  works, 
and  who  had  already  collected  much  historical  matter 
relating  to  Onondaga  county.  Mr.  Squier  found  much  in- 
terest shown  by  various  gentlemen  with  whom  he  had 
come  in  contact  in  the  explorations  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged. Several  ancient  works  were  pointed  out  to  him 
in  Jefferson  county,  whither  he  was  to  proceed  after  ex- 
ploring and  surveying  those  in  Montgomery  and  Onon- 
daga counties. 

Mr.  B.  stated  that  several  gentlemen  of  distinction  and 
influence,  anxious  to  aid  Mr.  Squier  in  the  laudable  work 
in  which  he  w*as  engaged,  had  furnished  him  with  such 
letters  of  introduction  to  persons  in  Western  New  York, 
as  would  obtain  for  him  all  the  aid  and  attention  which 
he  might  require  to  complete  his  examination  of  our  anti- 
quities before  the  winter  set  in. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mr.  Beekman, 
reported,  that  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  he 
had  received  letters — 

1.  From  Edward  Naret,  of  Gallipolis,  Ohio,  dated  Oc- 
tober 16,  1S4S,  in  reply  to  a  letter  addressed  by  the  Do- 
mestic Corresponding  Secretary  to  Dr.  Bureau,  on  the  2d 
October,  with  reference  to  the  collection  of  American  An- 
tiquities in  his  possession.  Mr.  Naret  informs  that  Dr. 
Bureau  is  dead,  but  promises  to  apply  to  the  trustees  of 
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his  estate  for  the    articles  mentioned,  and  if  obtained,  to 
fbrwaid  them  to  the  Society. 

2.  From  Dr.  T.  Romeya  Beck,  one  of  the  Regents  of 
the  University,  dated  October  30,  1343,  in  reply  to  a  let- 
ter addressed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  the  Corresponding  Secretary  to  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Rankin,  and  requesting  any  duplicates  of  Public  Docu- 
ments at  their  disposal,  for  the  Library  of  this  Society. 
Dr.  Beck  states  that  the  request  has  been  presented  to 
the  Secretary  of  Sta;;e,  who  will  cheerfully  furnish  any 
such  documents  tha"  he  may  have,  either  of  this  or  other 
States,  or  of  the  United  States. 

3.  From  Rev.  Thomas  H.  Gallaudet,  of  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  notification  of 
his  election  as  a  Corresponding  Member. 

4.  From  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  inviting 
the  officers  and  members  of  the  Historical  Society  to  at- 
tend the  celebration  of  their  Second  Anniversary,  on 
Wednesday,  November  8,  at  the  Church  of  the  Crucifix- 
ion, at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. ;  where  the  oration  is  to  be  deliv- 
ered by  James  R.  Manley,  M.  D. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gibbs,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  invita- 
tion of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine  be  accepted. 

The  Librarian,  Mr.  Moore,  announced  the  additions 
made  to  the  Library  and  Cabinet  since  the  last  meeting, 
as  follows : 

BY  DONATION. 

Guicciardini,  Lewis.  Description  de  touts  les  Pays-Bas,  autre- 
ment  appellez  la  Germanic  Inferieure,  ou  Basse  Allemagnc. 
Et  traduit  d'ltalien  en  langue  Francoise,  par  F.  de  Belleforest. 
Foi.     Amsterdam,  1609. — Gift  of  Isaac  Spencer. 

Plain  Facts  :  being  an  examination  into  the  rights  of  the  Indian 
Nations  of  America,  to  their  respective  countries  ;  and  a  vindi- 

'  cation  of  the  grant  from  the  Six  United  Nations  of  Indians,  to  the 
Proprietors  of  Indiana,  against  the  decision  of  the  Legislature 
of  Virginia ;  together  with  authentic  documents,  proving  that 
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the   Territory  westward  of  the  Alleghany  mountain  never  be- 
longed to  Virginia.    6vo.    Philadelphia,  1781. — Gift  of  the  same. 

Report  of  the  Debates  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  on  Monday, 
17th  February,  and  Friday,  21st  February,  1753,  on  the  Arti- 
cles of  Peace.     6vo.     London,  1783.— From  the  same. 

Evans,  Jonathan.  A  Journal  of  the  Life,  Travels,  and  Religious 
Labors  of  William  Savery,  late  of  Philadelphia,  a  minister  of 
the  Gospel  of  Christ,  in  the  Society  of  Friends.  12  mo.  Lon- 
don, 1844. — From  the  same. 

Description  of  the  Genesee  Country,  its  rapidly  progressive  popu- 
lation and  improvements:  in  a  series  of  Letters  from  a  Gentle- 
man to  his  Friend.     4to.     Albany,  179S. — From  the  same. 

Steward,  James.  History  of  the  Discovery  of  America,  of  the 
Landing  of  our  Forefathers,  at  Plymouth,  and  of  their  most  re- 
markable engagements  with  the  Indians  in  New  England,  &c. 
To  which  is  annexed  the  Defeat  of  Generals  Brad  dock,  Harmer, 
and  St.  Clair,  by  the  Indians  at  the  westward.  Svo.  Brooklyn, 
L.  I. — From  the  same. 

The  American  Quarterly  Register  and  Magazine,  conducted  by 
James  Stryker.  Vol.  I.     Svo.    Phil.  1848.-— Gift  of  the  Editor. 

South  Carolina.  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of, 
passed  in  Dec  1844.    Svo.    Columbia,  1645. — Gift  of  the  State. 

Earle,  Pliny.  History,  Description  and  Statistics  of  the  Bloom- 
ingdale  Asylum  for  the  Insane.  8vo.  New  York,  1S43. — Gift 
of  the  Author. 

Hall,  James.  The  West ;  its  soil,  surface  arid  productions.  12mo. 
Cincinnati,  1843. — Gift  of  E.  H.  Davis. 

M'Clung,  John  A.  Sketches  of  Western  Adventure:  containing 
an  Account  of  the  most  interesting  incidents  connected  with  the 
settlement  of  the  West,  from  1755  to  1794.  12 mo.  Dayton, 
1844. — Gift  of  the  same. 

McDonald,  John.  Biographical  Sketches  of  Generals  Nathaniel 
Massie  and  Duncan  McArthur,  Capt.  William  Wells,  and  Gen. 
Simon  Kenton,  who  were  early  settlers  in  the  western  country. 
12mo.     Cincinnati,  1838. — Gift  of  the  same. 

Cass,  Lewis,  and  William  0.  Butler.  Sketches  of.  Svo.  New 
York,  ISAS.— Gift  of  the  Publishers. 

Philadelphia.  Twenty-eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Controllers  of 
the  Public  Schools.     Svo.     Phil.  1846. — Gift  of  Isaac  Spencer. 

Robinson,  Edward.     On  the  Depression  of  the  Dead  Sea  and  of  the 
Jordan  Valley.     Svo.     New  York,  lb  IS. — From  the  Author. 
vol.  vi.         24 
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[Kellogg,  Edward."]     Currency:  the  Evil  and    the  Remedy.     Oth 

edition.     Sm     New  York,  iS4G. — Gift  of  Dr.  B.  F.  Boicers. 
Butler,  James   Davie.     Sermon,   at   Norwich,  Vt.  Feb.  22,  194Si 
(luring  the  ohseauies  of  Truman   Ransom,   colonel  of  the  ninth 
regiment.     Svo.     Hanover,  1848. — Gift  of  the  Author. 
Bowditch,    N.  I.     The    Ether    Controversy.     Vindication    of  the 
Hospital  Report  of  1848-  Svo.  Boston,  164S. — From  the  Aulhor. 
Trust,  Joseph  William.     Report  of  Proceedings,  at  the  City  IIa.ll, 
New  York,   in   JS33,  in  the   case  of  Joseph  Wilfred  Parkins. 
8vo.     London,  1633.~(2i#  of  Br.  M.  L.  Toft. 
Ross,  David.     Notes  ca  the  Nobility :  No.  1.     Sketch  of  the  His- 
tory of  the  llou^e  cf  Russell  ;  No.   2.     Sketch  of  the  Plistory  of 
the  House  of  Stanley,  and  the  Plouse  of  Sefton.     12mo.     Lon- 
don,  1949. — From  the  Aulhor. 
Ellesmere,  Earl  of.     Guide  to  Northern  Archaeology,  by  the  Royal 
Society  of  Northern   Antiquaries,  of  Copenhagen,  edited  for  the 
use  of  English  readers.     8vo.     London,   1843. — Gift  of  Hon. 
Edward  Everett,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Rapport  de  la  Commission  d'  Enquete  sur  1'  Insurrection  qui  a  eclate 
dans  la   Journee  du  23  Juin,  et  sur  les  evenemens  du  15  Mai. 
[1843.]     Fol.  Paris,  1643. — From  J.  E.  Brodhead,  Bondon. 
Emmons,  Nathaniel.     A  Discourse  delivered  on  the    Annual  Fast 

in  Massachusetts,  April  9,  1801.     Svo.     Hartford,  1801. 
Williams,  Nathan.     Order  and  Harmony  in  the  Church  of  Christ, 
agreeable  to  God's  will :  Illustrated  in  a  sermon  delivered  in  Tol- 
land, on  the  Public  Fast,  April  17.  1793.   Svo.  Hartford,  1793. 
Lathrop,  Joseph.     The  Constancy  and  Uniformity  of  the   Divine 
Government,  illustrated  and  improved  in  a  Sermon  preached  in 
Springfield,    April  7,   1S03,   which  was  a  day  of  public  fasting 
and  prayer.     Svo.     Springfield,  1S03. 
Dana,  James.     The   \V  isdom  of  observing  the  footsteps  of  Provi- 
dence :    a    Sermon    preached    at  Wethersfield  on   the   Annual 
Thanksgiving,  Nov.  28,  1303. 
Mack,  Solomon.     Narrative  of  the  Life  of.     12mo.     "Windsor. — 

The  preceding  (•">  pamphlets)  the  gift  of  H.  R.  Stiles. 
Jomaid,  M.  Ext  rait  u'un  Memoire  sur  l'uniformite  a  introduire 
dans  les  Nutations  G^.tgraphiques.  8vo.  Paris,  1347. — From 
the  Author. 
Oyster  Bay.  Narrative  of  Proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  inhab- 
itants, June  22,  1*43,  respecting  changes  in  name  of,  &c.  Svo. 
184S. 
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Seneca  Language.  A  spelling  book  in  the  Seneca  Language ; 
,with  English  definitions.  12mo.  Buffalo  Creek  Reservation, 
Mission  Press,  1842. — From  Dr.  Peter  Wilson. 

A  collection  of  printer]  General  Orders,  issued  by  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  American  Army,  in  Mexico. — Presented  by 
George  Gibbs. 

FOR  THE  CABINET. 

Coronation  Medal  of  Queen  Victoria.  1835. — Presented  by  A. 
Ogden  Butler. 

Portrait,  in  frame,  of  Jaques  Cartier,  the  discoverer  of  Canada,  in 
1535.  Lithographed  in  Paris,  from  an  original  portrait  pre- 
served at  his  birth-place,  St.  Malo. — Presented  by  Pliny  Miles, 

BY  PURCHASE  AND  EXCHANGE. 

White,  Campbell  P.  Report  on  Gold  and  Silver  Coins,  made  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress,  in  1S31.  8vo. 
Washington,  1831. 

Willard,  Simon,  Jr.  The  Columbian  Union  :  consisting  of  General 
and  Particular  Explanations  of  Government,  and  the  Columbian 
Constitution.     12mo.     Hudson,  1814. 

Campbell,  John  W.  Biographical  Sketches,  and  Literary  Re- 
mains.    8vo.     Columbus,  O.     183S. 

Chipman,  Nathaniel.  Principles  of  Government :  a  Treatise  on 
Free  Institutions,  including  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
8vo.     Burlington,  1833. 

The  Debtor  and  Creditor's  Yade  Mccum.  A  commentary  on  the 
Insolvent  Laws  of  New  York.     18mo.     New  York,  1810. 

Stratton,  Charles  S.  (Tom  Thumb.)  Sketch  of  the  Life  of. 
12mo.     New  York,  1847. 

Chicago  Convention.  Proceedings  of  the  Harbor  and  River  Con- 
vention, held  at  Chicago,  July  5,  1317.     12mo.     Chicago,  1817. 

Mr.  Moore  also  read  the  following  letter  from  Doetor 

Jarvis  : 

New  York,  Nov.  4,  ISIS. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  enclose  you  a  catalogue  of  Aztec  and 
Toltec  Idols,  Sacred  Vessels,  Urns,  &c,  dug  up  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  City  of  Mexico  and  the  great  Pyra- 
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mid  of  Cholula,  from  the  collection  of  Emillio  Voss*  Esq., 

of  Mexico.     I  wish  to  deposit  them  with  the  Indian  Col- 
lection previously  sent  to  the  Museum  of  the  Society. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

N.  S.  JARVIS. 
Mr.  Moore,  Librarian. 

[catalogue  enclosed.] 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8— Aztec  Idols. 
Nos.  9,  10,  11,  12 — Sacred  Urns  and  Vases. 

Mr.  Gibbs,  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
made  a  report  on  the  nominations  which  had  been  referred 
to  that  committee,  recommending  the  following  candi- 
dates, who  were  thereupon  elected,  viz  : 

CORRESPONDING   MEMBERS. 

Asa  Fitch,  M.  D.,  Salem,  N.  Y. 

Payne  K.  Kilboxjrn,  Litchfield,  Conn. 

Hon.  Ashbel  Smith,  Galveston,  Texas. 

Daniel  J.  Toll,  M.  D.,  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 

Dr.  Ed.  Hamilton  Davis,  Chillicothe,  O. 

Rev.  Smith  Pyne,  D.  D.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

George  Y.  Gilbert,  Rev.  JohnF.Schroeder,D.D., 

Joseph  T.  Gilbert,  Jr.,  William  C.  Gilman, 
John  S.  Tappan,  Oscar  W.  Sturtevant, 

Sam'l  B.  Schleffelin,     Ralph  Clark, 
Jacob  R.  Le  Roy,  A.  Edwards  Suffern, 

Edward  Dennis,  William  Cogswell, 

R.  Cary  Long. 

Mr.  Gibbs  read  a  letter  received  from  J.  Hammond 
Trumbull,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, communicating  sundry  extracts  from  the  ancient 
colony  records,  respecting  the  family  of  Governor  Stuy- 
vesant,  &c. 
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On  motion;  it  was  resolved,  that  the  communication 
from  Mr.  Trumbull  be  referred  to  Mr.  J.  R.  Bartlett.  to  in- 
vestigate the  matters  referred  iu  in  said  letter,  and  make 
report  thereon  at  a  fixture  meeting. 

Mr.  Gibbs  farther  reported  that  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee had,  agreeably  to  the  By-Laws,  made  provision  for 
the  celebration  of  the.  Forty-fourth  Anniversary  of  the 
Society  on  the  21st  instant,  and  that  Mr.  Charles  King 
will  deliver  the  address,  which  will  be  on  the  History  of 
the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce,  with  notices  of 
some  of  its  most  distinguished  members. 

Mr.  Gibbs  also  reported,  that  under  the  resolution  re- 
ferred to  them  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  had  appointed  Mr.  Jno.  R.  Bartlett, 
and  Mr.  George  H.  Moore,  a  special  committee  to  raise 
the  sum  required  to  carry  out  the  proposals  of  Mr.  Squier, 
relative  to  the  examination  of  the  Ancient  Earth  Works 
in  the  western  part  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Bartlett,  from  the  sub-committee  aforesaid,  made  a 
verbal  report  that,  in  consideration  of  the  Society  having 
no  immediate  funds  which  could  be  appropriated  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  pro- 
posed investigations  by  Mr.  Squier,  an  effort  had  been 
made  to  collect  the  amount  required  by  subscription 
among  the  members,  which  he  was  happy  to  say  was 
nearly  completed.  He  therefore  moved  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society  be  request- 
ed to  transmit  to  Mr.  E.  G.  Squier,  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  whenever  that  amount  shall  have  been  raised 
by  subscription,  towards  defraying  the  expenses  incurred 
in  surveying  the  ancient  aboriginal  remains  in  the  State 
of  New  York. 

Mr.  Chauxcey,  from  the  committee  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  funds,  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable 
fire-proof  building  for  the  use  of  the  Society,  made  re- 
port, that  the  committee  was  now  organised,  and  pre- 
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pared  to  enter  upon  the  duties  assigned  them  ;  that  sev- 
eral thousand  dollars  were  already  pledged  to  the  pur- 
pose;  and  that  the  committee  would  shortly  make  per- 
sonal application  to  members  of  the  Society,  for  their  sub- 
scription in  behalf  of  this  important  object. 

Mr.  Chauncey  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  De  Witt 
and  Gen.  P.  M.  Wetmore,  in  earnest  and  eloquent  ad- 
dresses in  behalf  of  the  proposed  measure. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Beekman,  was 
then  read,  and  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  New  York  Historical  Society  heartily 
approve  of  the  resolution  of  their  committee  to  proceed 
at  once  with  the  business  of  procuring  the  means  to  se- 
cure the  erection  of  a  fire-proof  building  for  the  use  of 
this  Society. 

Sundry  nominations  of  new  members  were  then  made, 
and  referred,  as  usual,  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  Wetmore  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  M.  Poussin  be  requested  to  deposit  in 
the  archives  of  the  Society,  a  copy  of  his  eloquent  ad- 
dress delivered  this  evening. 

Mr.  John  Jay  then  read  a  "  Memoir  of  the  Early  Colo- 
nization of  New  Netherland,"  prepared  by  Mr.  John  Ro- 
meyn  Brodhead,  of  London. 

At  the  conclusion  of  which,  the  Rev.  Dr.  De  Witt 
made  some  remarks  upon  the  value  of  the  document 
which  had  just  been  read,  as  furnishing  some  particulars, 
hitherto  unknown  in  this  country,  respecting  the  settle- 
ments made  in  New  Netherland  prior  to  1632.  He  con- 
cluded by  offering  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary  be 
instructed  to  transmit  the  thanks  of  the  Society  to  John 
Romeyn  Brodhead,  Esq.,  for  the  interesting  and  valu- 
able paper  which  has  just  been  read. 
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In  a  note  by  Mr.  Brodhead,  to  the  Letter  of  De 
Rasicre,  read  at  the  October  meeting  of  the  Society,  he 
refers  to  "  JVasscnacSs  Historische  Vcrhacl"  a  rare  work, 
hitherto  unknown  to  American  readers,  which  he  had  re- 
cently been  so  fortunate  as  to  discover  in  London.  It 
was  published  at  Amsterdam,  in  162 1 — 1632.  From  this 
work,  Mr.  Brodhead  has  compiled,  in  chronological  order, 
such  portions  as  relate  to  the  early  colonization  of  New 
Netherland.  The  memoir  will  be  published  in  the  forth- 
coming volume  of  the  Society's  Collections,  and  the  fol- 
lowing notice  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  be  given  here  : — 

"In  1623,  a  company  of  thirty  families,  of  Walloons, 
came  over  in  the  ship  "  New  Netherland."  On  making 
the  Hudson,  they  found  a  Frenchman  lying  there  who 
contemplated  setting  up  the  arms  of  the  King  of  France. 
He  received  no  encouragement  in  this  idea,  and  a  yacht, 
the  "Mackerel,"  was  detailed  to  convey  him  to  sea. 
This  pertinacious  Frenchman,  lingering  at  the  Narrows, 
meditated  a  similar  movement  on  the  South  River,  but 
the  inhabitants  compelled  him  to  put  to  sea.  The 
Frenchman  having  disappeared,  the  New  Netherland 
ascends  the  river  some  forty-four  Dutch  miles,  which  we 
are  informed,  are  equal  to  about  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  English  miles,  and  found  "Fort  Orange"  under  the 
government  of  the  Hon.  Daniel  Van  Krieckebeeck, 
which  was  a  name  too  long  for  the  pressing  duties  of 
an  infant  colony,  so  he  was  called  Beeck,  and  "  he 
performed  his  duties  so  satisfactorily  that  he  received 
a  vote  of  thanks."  Forts  were  building,  corn  was 
planting,  yachts  were  moving  about.  The  little  vessel, 
the  Mackerel,  which  piloted  the  Frenchman  out,  had  been 
some  six  months  crossing  the  Atlantic,  lounging  at  the 
"Wild  Islands"  in  a  very  unprofitable  fishing.  She  re- 
turned home,  but  never  again  reached  the  New  Nether- 
lands, being  captured,  full  of  supplies,  on  her  outward 
trip  to  the   Colony,  and   carried  as  a  prize  into  Dunkirk. 
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The  ship  New  Netherland  took  back  a  cargo  of  furs  to 
the  Company  in  Holland,  which  produced  over  2S,000 
guilders.  Ship  loads  .of  cattle,  stallions,  mares,  bulb, 
cows,  swine  and  sheep,  were  sent  to  the  Colony,  com- 
mendable Dutch  care  and  humanity  being  employed  in 
their  transport.  The  beasts  found  their  way  to  the 
island  of  Manhattan,  and  throve  mightily.  In  1G25, 
the  Colon}  numbered  two  hundred  souls.  Various  ad- 
ministrations succeeded  each  other.  A  fort  was  staked 
out;  the  company's  counting-house  was  of  stone,  and 
the  neighboring  buildings  chiefly  constructed  of  the  bark 
of  trees,  ranged  along  the  river  to  the  number  of  thirty. 
Two  anomalous  officials,  Kranck-besoeckers  (comforters 
of  the  sick)  read  texts  of  scripture  and  the  creed  on  Sun- 
days in  default  of  a  clergyman,  while  Francis  Moele- 
macker  was  employed  building  a  horse  mill  with  a  spa- 
cious loft  for  a  congregation,  and  the  people  were  think- 
ing of  a  tower  in  which  to  hang  certain  bells  brought  from 
Porto  Rico.  All  were  busy  farming  and  trading.  An 
Indian  skirmish  comes  off  in  1626,  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort 
Orange,  Commander  Krieckebeeck  with  six  men  taking 
the  part  of  the  Maikans  against  the  Maquas,  a  skirmish 
of  which  we  hardly  care  to  distinguish,  by  a  simple  move- 
ment of  the  lips,  the  names  of  the  combatants,  but  which 
nevertheless  cost  the  reliable  Krieckebeeck  his  life,  and 
one  of  his  comrades,  Tymcn  Bowensen,  the  dishonor  of 
a  cannibal  feast  to  the  savages,  he  being  literally  roasted 
and  eaten  by  them.  The  families  left  the  fort  to  the  gar- 
rison of  men,  while  the  women  strengthened  the  settle- 
ment at  Manhattan.  One  Barentsen  ruled  in  the  stead 
of  Krieckebeeck,  a  great  trader  among  the  Indians,  mov- 
ing among  Sickenares,  Sinnecox,  Wapenox,  Maquaes, 
and  Maikans.  The  last  two  continued  to  fight  till  a  rem- 
nant of  the  latter  was  driven  to  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Varsche,  or  Connecticut  River.  Such  was  the  state  of 
things  chronicled  by  Wassenaer." — Lit.  World.] 
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Inaugural  Address  of  the   Hon.  A  '■-..:■ 

President,  delivered  before  the  New  YorkH 
.  i      n         7 

Memoir  on  the -Northeast  rn  I  nindari  in  connexion 
with  Mr.  Jay's  M     »,  llb  G  lllatin, 

Pre  ;Ui<  in  ol  the  Si    ietj .     Ti  reths  r  with  n  Speech 
en  the  same  subject,   before  the   N.  Y. 
Society,  April  15,  lt-13,  by  Hon.  Daniel  Webster, 
Secretary  of  6t;ue. 

A  Paper  on  the  Progress  of  the  Science  of  Ethnology. 
By  John  Russell  Bartlett. 

Pa |  er,  by  n':iAi:Li;--  Fenno  Hoffman,  i  n  the  Distinc- 
tive Character  of  t!  eol  •  •  ifork,  as  it  ex- 
isted before  the  revoliitii  .1  ■  '  17T« 

Memoir  01*  Col.  J  >hn  Trumbull,  by  \\  illiam  L.  Stoni:. 

YotUME    FOR    1844 

Pater  on  the  New  Netherlands.  liy  Rev.  Thoj  as 
r>K  Witt,  D.  D. 

Paper  on  the  Aboriginal  names  and  Geographical  Ter- 
minology of  the  State  of  New  York.  By  liiiNi-r. 
11.  Schoolcraft. 

Copy  and  translation  of  the  Latin  inscription  upon 
the  tomb  of  Richard  Nicol Is,  th<  first  Ei  li  h 'Gov- 
ernor <  ;'  New  £ 

Some  passages  in  the  Life  of  Governor  Tompkins. 
By  Job  ;     •'.  . 

Remarks  on  the  past  History  and  present  Condition  of 
Morocco,  Algiers,  and  the  Barbary  Reg  :  .  -.  Q) 
William  B.  Hodgsok. 

Account  of  the  Statue  or  G«  irsre  [II.  formerly  standing 
in   the    Bowling  Green,  New  York.     By  G     ■:     . 

GlBBS. 

The  Romance  of  Americ  th  History.     By  Dr.  Thomas 

iVAr.n. 
An  Address  delivered  before  the  New  York  ri>     ri  •■  i 

Society,  at  ic>  40th  Anniversary, £0 November,  lc"-i  '•• 
.  By  .IruiN  RoMevn  Brouhkad. 

W'l       ■       . 

Sketches  ofBi  ...-•-,        [their  R    rks,  •  :' 

the  state  ot  New  i'nrk.     By  Wili  iam  L.  - 

Report  of  tin       *n  mit*   *  on  ti  ■  -  • 

Nam   .     By  Djkvtn  UrpLEY'Ft 
from  the  Historical  Societies  of       ■•  ■■'.■•■•    1 
ryland  and  New  Jersey,  and  from  •  :--:•-< 
Bui  en  c?t  'ry.  Kent,  tnd  <  ti  ers  01  >. 

Paper  upon  the  In. inn  Names  of  3  mg  island.  By 
Benjamin  F.  Thompson. 


urm«     0     In  and  Defence 

.    rt  Scauwix    .:i  177G.     By  H.  R.  Schoolcraft. 

Ti   •  I  •  in  rt  Aircncy  of  th<-  .  njj  ish  Gov<  rnment  in  th* 

Revolutionary 
\ .    r.    ..  •  William  W.  Camfbi    ■ 

:  ■•  13000D  Field. 

nt  Maps  of  New 
und  in  the    Boj  al  Archives  at  tho 
Ha;.  :  ly  John  Romeyn  Brobhead. 

re  the  New  i'orh  Historical  60- 
11st  Anniversary,  20  November,  1845 

'   .      .  U'XANPKR   •.'.".  Br»  DFI  .      . 
VOLC  • 

Memoir  of  the  French  and  Indian  Expedition  attain**! 

New  V'i  rk,   which  .Mirpri**-'!  and 

-  rtiruary  9, 1689-90.   By  Rev. 

'•'  I  -  r>  SSI  !.    VAN   ... 

me  antique  1   Ves  se'is  found  in  th° 

low  Tui  e  caves  and  burial 

es  m  rth  of  those 
latitude?..     By  Henry  R.  Schoolcraft. 

Observations  tending  tl  it  the  Grand  Turk 

Island   .     ■:  not  Sai  vvi      the   first  spot  on 

11    New  World.     By 

E-Gl 

1    iservai  ■  .;•■•■■■>•    ressoftJei  rraphy and Ethnol- 

l  f.icts  deduced  therefrom. 
-.;:.--■     '     It  ART!    '1  :  . 

Ne?   York  Histor  cal 
at    .  .  .    '     ry,    l?th    November, 

184(3.     By  11     ;ry  R.  Si  hoi  i  i  raft. 
'  -  ". 
I  Paper  b*  Jo.<i  i*n  B.  Varni  .■;   Jr  ,  1  n  the  "History  of 
1      the  .       •:      -     ..:•.-.    rnment." 

Hitchcock,  on  the  Ruins  of 
.   ■ 
Paper  u    the" -I        it  of  General  St.  Clair  in  1791.    Ry 

-.-...        .    It    I  .:'.•*.  .IV.    M.  D 

;■  Irfnles  ort  the  Belac- 

v  ■  ■-■  •  •  •  W.  Bekio  i  i 

A".  1  -  '   ■  .-  deroga,  In 

■,.'.-..  ■  •  trii  g,  a     1:0 

i'  1    .  tion      C  'i  by  Benjamin   F. 

j  Jt-suit  Reiuions  of  Disc  ther   Occurrer- 

Uesin<     ■  ■■<■   t  no  rln  N'orthern^ind  Western  Stn'M 

■  ■  (  1  ,i    ;.    11  :.-:•;:.     Bj?  E.  B.  O'Cttut- 

I         OH. IN.    ''',..   1^- 


~Same*  of  Donors  to  the   Library  and  '-  &i 


tine  in  October. 


J  hn   Romevn  Brouhead,  Esq.    Dr.  K    H.Davis,    I 

,  on.  ■      latt. 

Dr.  N.  J.'Bo'wdhch,  bos!   u.        •••■  I       ■  -'  '"'      . 


Publications  of  tho  New  York  Historical  N;>ciccr. 

COLLECTIONS. 
The  fir  t  series  of  Collections,  consisting  of  five  volum  >s,  was  : 
1814,  Lb2l,  1826,  " nd  1829.     '!  volu  neol  the  second  in 

a  second  volume  is  now  in  the  press.     The  following  is  a  general  summary  of  the  ci  m  n  s  • 

the  published  volumes: 

Volume  [. 


The  original   Charter,  Con  tiuuion  '   B)  Laws  o 

the  New  York  Historh 

A  Discourse,   lesigned  toi  scovery  I 

of  New  Vork  ci   liv(      '  •  Histor 

ieal  Society,  :"■'<     .;.;-'  imikl  .Miller,  D  D.  j 

The  relation  of  John    !)>-  i'  ,  \a   01   tin     and   by 

him  discovered,  in  the  nan  .    Francis  { 

the  First,  anno  1524.     [From  li 

The  Voyage  of  Henry   Hi        -  da   the   North  ' 

Pole,  anno  1607. 


In  the  City  of  Annapolis,  in  the  S    teof! 

relative  to  th<    di*p        •  n  the  govt 

New  York 
Proprietary  of  Mar  inc 

1 1  ;p<  h  to  the   T(  rritor         on  the  1         •  •   \ 

the  Stateof  I  n  from  I 

tied  "Council,  fcc.  II.  II.    1656  to  1668,"  ia 
Communii  ated  bj  John  L.  Bozma>      I 
Description   of  some  Medals  struck  in   rel    I 
iiN'i  ;  ■   ore 

tl  e    De<  ,   r.  t'ron   of   Indei  endence  < 


A  second  voyj  ze  of  Henry  Hudson    for  finding  a  pas-  i  .  States.     By  James  Mkask,  M.  D.  of  Phil 

sage  to  the  J     ■    i:        -         ll  n        it  anno  J    18.  Volumes  IV,  and  V. 

The  third   voyage  of  Henry    Hudson    towards   Nova    The  History  of  the  late  Pr    ■        ■  of  New  York,  frr 


Zembl  ■.    Sec.    ind       ■    :   I  -     i  rthvvest  to  42 

degrc<  -  •  i  be  Hu<lson) 

neur  to  43  degrees    tin  no  ]  et's  Narrative] 

An  abstract     I  the  journal  of  Hi    ry  Hudson,  for  the 
discover;,         tin        rthvvest  . -  .  :    xua  in  April  I 

in  the  \  ■  t  1010  and  ending  wiih  his  d<  ith. 

.    Discourse  ol  the  same  Voyage,  and  the  suo 
.-.•..,  en     ...  Pri<  kett. 

J-  .••:,   i  ■  ■■  ■    !  uim!  to  the  early  history  of  "  ew  York.  ' 
extracted  l  i  &evond  voTume  of  Hazard's  '■'■His-  I 

i  .  "  1646 — 1656. 

Lav  s  esial     shed   by  James,  Duke  of  York,   for  the  ! 
.    i   the  Duke's   Territories  in  America. 


appointment  of  Cover  i 
den,  in    1762i     By  the  Hon.   William   .-:... 
merly  of  New  York  l    l      efJu  lice  •■!* Lowes 

Can  ida.     To  which  i  •  pr<  l  \(  ■.  a  Memo  r  of  tl 
thor,  written    by   his  son.    f'l'h  s 

the  His.ii  -\  of  Smith,  erii  ished  in  1757, 

extending  to  1732,  with  lb  Continuation  ■•>,<  -.  | 
by  himself,  -d.\\i.\  lirst  published  by  the  N.  V.  ll.?:. 
Society.] 

Volume  I. — New  Series. 
Anniversary  Discourse  or'  Hon. 'James  Kent,  LL.  !>.. 
befi  re  the  >iew  York  Historical  Society,  December 
G,  1828. 


:a  the  year  1664— -(called  the  "  East  Hani pton  Book  ;  The  Voyage  of  John  de  Verrazzano,  along  the  Coast 


ol  i. 

Volume  II. 
e  ri  ilivered  before  the  Sew  York   Historical 


Hugh  William- 
By 

By 


;  jcember  o,  iciO 

BON.   M     D. 

|l     n  tirse  delivered  on  the  6:h  December,  1811. 
lh  j  Hon.  Dk  Witt  Clinton,  LL.  I). 

Discoitr    t  delive  ed  on  the  6th  of  December,  1812, 
the  Ii   .  .  Got  -  brneur  Mo 

Discourse   ■  ■•  ■"!     f©ecember,  1813.  By 

Samuel  I    Mit   hi  ll,  M.  i>. 

A:,   v  en  int  ■  f  M  H  De  La  Salle's  last  expedi- 

tion and  Discoveries  in  Nor  rica. 

An  Extract  of  a  Trans  ::  n  ■:  tl  History  of  New 
Sweed  Land,  in  A  ■  ■■  .•  >  vritl  in  Sweed  by 
•j  h,      : .  i.     ..     mill    ih  lm  ■  SweedLand  j 

si's  Delaware  lolin,  A.  D.  1  iX)2.  \ 

CataJ       ■  E-ol       .   15  m  k      L'xi  ct>.       •      - ;  •;  ers,  Maps,  ' 
Charts,    Views,    Portraits,  and    Manuscripts  in   the  i 
ry  ol  the  New  York  Historical  Society.     [Pre- 
pared by  Timothy  Alden   18111 
Volume  III. 

i    nugural  Discourse  delivered   before  the  New  York 
■■•■  anneal  Society,   b\  the  H    n.  Gouvekneur  Mor- 
i,  President,  Sep     i        r      316. 

-.  ,r.,-  ;,..,  our:  ed      ■  ■-  red         •     l  .w\  ork 

Historical  S  iciety,  December  7.  1818,  by  Culian  C. 

'   SlNCK. 

I!.  graphh  ,i  Memoir  oi  Hush  V.  illiamson.  M.  D.  de- 
..      |   t:    ivember,  1819, by  David  Hosack.M.D. 

A  1)       ':■•->■  i  .i  the   Belis-'ion      f      ■    ■ 

■    -    .    Ann  riciv,  delivt  r<  d   I       ■  New    \  ork 

.      g  ..,■•■  .   Decemh*  r  v.  181U,  by  i 
ir*M<  l:.  FaRMAR  jAK\'ts,  D    D. 
.    r  '  Addre  -  tie  iver 

--  ',   ■-,-  David  Hosai  k,  M.  D.  It. 


• 


-     Discourse  delive)  •     the  Ne« 

-       .  •      ■■     L'ut     ■      .  >'■    '  niber  ■-:-. 

.     •  from  .  ii  Honorable   Sa  muel 

.-■.;.  '  I 

•  •  '  .         .  .-  . 

■     i  l  he  I 

An.  Km     m       ■  •-,.•.■>      mcil  Ch  imber 


.Non'n  Americ     IV  nn  C  •.  to  Newfnun  I 

A.  D.  1524.     Translated    from  the   original  1 

by  J    SEPI!  G.  C4)GSWELL. 

Indian  Tradition  of  the   first  arrival  of  the  I)'. 

ittan  Island. 
Lambrechtsen's   History  of  New  Netherlands,  trans- 
lated  from  the  original   Dutch,    by  F.  A.  Van   dlt. 
Kemp. 
D  Lion  of  the  New  Nether!  inds,  by  Adrian  Van 

Der  Donck,    translated  from  the  original   Dutch,  by 
the  Hon.  Jeremiah  Johnson. 
E         :ts   from   the  Voj  ige:    of    David   IV-  terser    i  e 
Vr    -.     Translated  ch  V  inascr  ;  . 

Phi   Ldelphia  Library,  by  \>r.  G,  Troos  r. 
E.\;nict<  t"  om  The  N 
VVjtist  Indies  Laet.  Translated  irom  the 

original  Dutc  h,  >e  Folsiim. 

Extract  irom  the  leuirnal  of  the  Voyage  of  lb?  I!     '• 
M  Kin,   Henry    Hudson,   master,  from   the    S 

to  the  Coast  ol   Xorth    America,  in  tb      .■    ■ 
V?0.     By  Robert  J'uet.  mate. 
Notice  of  .     .  ill's  »,  to  the  Fren 

meats   in    A    idia         i    .■:  inhattan  Isla 
By  George  Folsom. 
Li  iter  from   'J  Dermer  ■.-  scribing  his   ; 

from  Maine  to  Virginia,  A.  D    hii'J. 

nies  of  New  N  eth- 
erl  mds  and  New   I  V    D    1627. 

...  a  .  i    i      :  . 

•  .      ts,    A.    D.    1629,    and    Mis( 
from  the  Dutch  Colo 
I '  le  of  the  men  bers  ' 

the  names  of  the^streets  in  the  tr.y  .  :  New    i    rk 
A.  D.  :•  -  i 
N'i    /  Yorl  d<  n.  or   tne    Swedi        Fettlei 

■  of  Feb-  ire.  by  the  \U  v.  Israi      V 

I'roir,  the  Sw< 

■ 

... 
■ 

-  ■       ■  ■ 

or    Governors,  ol    i  • 

ii  •        ■       - 
by  Gei  r.r.z  F<  ;  - 
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NOTE 


Prior  to  1847,  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society  were 
published  in  the  form  of  an  annual  bulletin.  In  1847,  by 
order  of  the  Society,  the  publication  was  changed  to  the 
present  form  of  a  monthly  bulletin  of  Proceedings,  con- 
taining a  careful  report  of  all  the  transactions  of  the  Soci- 
ety, a  full  record  of  all  donations  and  additions  made  to 
the  Library  and  Cabinet,  the  annual  and  monthly  reports 
of  its  several  officers,  and  abstracts  of  the  papers  read 
at  the  several  meetings. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

Elected  1848. 


PRESIDENT, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN,  LL.D 

FrPST    VICE    PRESIDENT, 

LUTHER   BRADISII. 

SECOND   VICE    PRESIDENT, 

THOMAS    DE   WITT,    D.D. 

FOREIGN    CORRESPONDING    SECRETARY, 

JOHN    R.    BARTLETT. 

DOMESTIC    CORRESPONDING    SLTRETARY, 

JAMES    W.   BEEKMAN. 

RECORDING    SECRETARY, 

ANDREW    WARNER. 

TREASURE", 

WILLIAM   CHAUNCEY. 

LIBRARIAN, 

JACOB  B.  MOORE. 
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EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

184a 

GEORGE  GIBBS,  Chairman, 
ERASTUS  C.  BENEDICT, 
EDWARD  ROBINSON,  D.  D. 
FREDERIC  DE  PEYSTER, 
AUGUSTUS  SCI1ELL, 
MARSHALL  S;  BIDWELL, 
GEORGE  II.  MOORE,  Secretary. 

THE    OFFICERS    OF    THE    SOCIETY,    EX.    OFF. 


SYNOPSIS 


1848. 

Jan.  4.  Annual  Election. — Reports  of  the  several  officers. 
— Proceedings  on  the  Death  of  Chancellor 
Kent. 

Feb.  1.  Prof.  O.  W.  Morris's  Papcr  :  On  Indian  Names.—- 
Huguenot  MSS. — Mr.  Russell  on  the  Census  for 
1850. 

March  7.  Mr.  Copvvay's  Paper  :  On  the  Wars  in  Canada 
West,  between  the  Ojibwavs  and  Iroquois. — 
Proceedings  on  the  Death  of  John  Quincy  Ad- 
ams. 

April  4.  Rev.  Dr.  De  Witt's  Paper  :  On  the  Sources  of 
some  of  the  early  settlements  in  New  York. 

May  2.  Mr.  Raymond's  Paper  :  On  proposed  amendments 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  with 
original  unpublished  Letters  from  distinguished 
Statesmen. 

June  6.  Mr.  Squier's  Paper  :  On  the  Historical  and  My- 
thological Traditions  of  the  Algonquin  Tribes 
of  Indians,  with  a  translation  of  the  "  Walum 
Olum,"  or  Bark  Record,  of  the  Linni-Lenape. 

SUMMER  RECESS. 

Oct.  13.  Mr.  Brodiiead's  Communication:  With  transla- 
tion of  a  Letter  from  Isaack  de  Rasiere  to  Mr. 
Blommaert,  written  in  1G27. 

Nov.  7.  Mr.  Brodiiead's  Pater:  A  Memoir  of  the  Early 
Colonization  of  New  Netherland. — Reception 
of  the  French  Minister,  M.  Poussin ;  his  Address. 


Vill  SYNOPSIS. 

Nov.  21.     Anniversary  Meeting. — Address  of  Mr.   King  : 

On  the  History  of  the  New  York  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  with  notices  of  some  of  its  most  dis- 
tinguished members. 
Dec.  5.  Mr.  Dz  Peyster's  Paper  :  On  the  Ruins  of  Tuste- 
peque,  in  Mexico.  Also.  Remarks  on  the 
changes  in  the  Buttermilk  Channel,  New  York 
Harbor. 

ZSIr.  Green-how's  Paper  :  On  the  probability  that 
Archbishop  Fenelon  was  for  some  years  a  mis- 
sionary in  Western  New  York  and  Canada. 

Mr.  Bloodgood's  Paper  :  On  the  Literary  Men  of 
the  American  Colonies. 


PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

NEW    YORK    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 


FORTY-FOURTH  ANNIVERSARY  MEETING,  NOV.  21,  1848. 


Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice  President,  in  the 
chair. 

The  reading  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  was 
deferred. 

Mr.  Gibbs,  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee*  pre- 
sented and  read  a  report  from  that  committee  upon  the 
nominations  referred  to  them,  recommending  the  follow- 
ing candidates,  who  were  thereupon  elected  : 

HONORARY  MEMBER. 

His  Excellency  William  Tell  Poussin,  Minister  from 
the  French  Republic,  to  the  United  States. 

CORRESPONDING   MEMBERS. 

Jean  de  Nottbeck,  St.  Petersburg,  Russia. 

George  S.  Riley,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
James  S.  Bush,  Do. 

David  Davidson,  London,  England. 

William  Wood,  Canandaigua,  N.  Y. 
Dr.  M.  F.  A.  G.  Campbell,     The  Hague. 
vol.  vi.         25 
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RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

George  Bruce,  Charles  L.  Vose, 

Frederick  G.  Carnes,  Edward  Peet, 

Samuel  P.  Richards,  Edward  C.  Delavan, 

Johx  Austin  Stkyems,  Jr.,  Dr.  William  Young, 

Charles  A.  Peabody,  Lewis  M.  Morrison. 

Several  nominations  of  new  members  were  made,  and 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  Gibes  then  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  do  now  adjourn  to  the  Chapel 
of  the  University,  to  listen  to  the  Anniversary  Discourse, 
to  be  delivered  by  Mr.  Charles  King. 

The  Society  then  proceeded  to  the  Chapel,  where  Mr. 
King  delivered  a  discourse  on  "  The  History  of  the  New 
York  Chamber  of  Commerce,  with  notices  of  some  of  its 
most  distinguished  members." 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  Discourse,  Mr.  James 
B.  Murray  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  tendered 
to  Charles  King,  Esquire,  for  the  interesting  Discourse 
delivered  by  him  this  evening,  and  that  he  be  requested 
to  furnish  a  copy  for  publication  in  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Society. 


PROCEEDINGS 


NEW    YORK    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 


STATED    MEETING,  DECEMBER  5,   1848. 


The  Hon.  Luther  Bradisii,  First  Vice  President,  in 
the  chair. 

The  Minutes  of  the  two  last  meetings  were  read  by 
the  Recording  Secretary,  Mr.  Warner,  and  approved. 

Mr.  Bartlett,  the  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary, 
read  a  letter  from  John  Romeyn  Brodhead,  Esq.,  of  the 
American  Legation,  London,  transmitting  a  note  on  De 
Laet's  account  of  New  Nctherland,  particularly  the  por- 
tions of  his  work  which  had  been  translated  and  pub- 
lished by  the  Society  ;  and  also  an  extract  from  the 
"  Nieuwe  Wcrcldt"  chap,  xi.,  second  edition,  published  in 
1630,  at  Leyden.  The  note  and  translation  relate  to  the 
purchase  of  the  Island  of  Manhattan  from  die  Indians, 
which  had  not  been  made  when  the  first  edition,  in  1G2-5, 
was  published. 

The  communication  from  Mr.  Brodhead  was,  on  motion, 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  Bartlett  further  stated  that  Mr.  E.  G.  Squier  had 
kept  him  informed  of  the  progress  he  was  making  in  sur- 
veying and  exploring  the  Ancient  Earthworks  in  Western 
New  York.  He  had  been  very  successful  in  tracing  such 
as  had  not  been  obliterated  entirely,  and  would  in  a  few 
clays  return  to  the  city  with  his  drawings.  Mr.  Bartlett 
stated  that  some  interesting  antiquities  had  already  been 
received,    which,  with  the  drawings,  and  a  particular 
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.  account  of  Mr.  Squier's  explorations,  would  be  laid  before 
the  Society  at  its  next  meeting,  by  that  gentleman  in 
person. 

Mr.  Beekmax,  the  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary, 
submitted  his  report  of  correspondence  since  the  last 
stated  meeting,  consisting  of  letters  and  enclosures  from 
the  following  persons,  viz  : 

1.  From  E.  C.  Bidwell,  M.  D.,  of  Keene,  Ohio,  dated 
November  17,  1S-43,  acknowledging  the  notice  of  his  elec- 
tion as  a  Corresponding  Member. 

2.  From  James  I.  Barclay,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  dated 
July  29,  1S4S,  (received  Nov.  27,)  communicating  a  num- 
ber of  Reports  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  Reports  of  the  House  of  Refuge 
of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

3.  From  William  Wood,  Esq.,  of  Canandaigua,  dated 
Nov.  30,  1S4S,  acknowledging  his  election  as  a  Corres- 
ponding Member,  and  enclosing  cuttings  from  the  Me- 
chanics' Gazette,  of  New  York,  of  26th  June,  1S22,  which 

v  contain,  in  the  published  premiums  offered  for  articles  to 
be  exhibited  at  the  "Apprentices  Library  in  Chamber 
street,''  the  very  nucleus  of  the  Mechanics'  Fair,  now  so 
important  in  New  York.  Mr.  Wood,  who  was  at  that 
time  a  resident  of  the  city,  is  believed  to  have  been  the 
first  mover  in  the  establishment  of  the  Fair,  and  contrib- 
uted a  number  of  the  first  premiums. 

4.  From  the  Rev.  George  Copway,  (Kah-ge-ga-gah- 
bowh,)  a  chief  of  the  Chippewa  nation,  dated  Nov.  13, 
1S4S,  transmitting  a  copy  of  his  paper  read  before  the 
Society,  in  March,  "  On  the  Wars  in  Canada  West,  by 
the  Ojibways  and  Iroquois." 

5.  From  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
transmitting  a  copy  of  the  first  volume  of  the  "Smithso- 
nian Contributions  to  Knowledge,"  and  enclosing  a  Pro- 
gramme of  the  Organization  of  the  Institution,  and  Cir- 
culars requesting  the  co-operation  of  this  Society. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  further  stated, 
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that  he  had  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Edward  Naret,  of 
Gallipolis,  O.,  dated  December  5,  1848,  on  the  subject  of 
the  Indian  relics  in  his  possession. 

On  motion,  the  communication  from  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee, 

The  Chair  announced  that  he  bad  received  from  His 
Excellency  M.  Poussin,  a  copy  of  his  address  before  the 
Society,  at  their  November  meeting,  which  had  been 
furnished  for  their  archives  in  compliance  with  a  vote  of 
the  Society. 

The  Librarian,  Mr.  Moore,  then  announced  the  addi- 
tions which  had  been  made  to  the  Library,  since  the  last 
meeting,  as  follows  : 

BY  DONATION. 

Emory,  W.  H.  Notes  of  a  Military  Reconnoissancc,  from  Fort 
Leavenworth,  in  Missouri,  to  San  Diego,  in  California,  including 
parts  of  the  Arkansas,  Del  Norte  and  Gila  rivers.  With  a  map 
and  numerous  engravings.  8vo.  Washington,  18-13. — From 
the  Author. 

American  Oriental  Society.  Journal  of — No.  3,  of  vol.  I.  Svo. 
Boston,  1847. — From  the  Society. 

Lowell.  Correspondence  between  Nathan  Applcton  and  John  A. 
Lowell,  in  relation  to  the  early  history  of  the  City  of  Lowell. 
8vo.     Boston,  1848. — From  Nathan  Appleton,  Esq.,  of  Boston. 

Toll,  Daniel  J.  A  Narrative  embracing  the  history  of  two  or 
three  of  the  first  settlers  and  their  families,  of  Schenectady. 
Interspersed  with  a  few  anecdotal  eccentricities  and  antiquities  ; 
together  with  a  description  of  the  winter  evening  visits,  recrea- 
tions and  suppers,  and  of  the  tea-parties  of  olden  times,  with  a 
few  strictures  on  the  change  of  times.  Svo.  Schenectady, 
1847. — From  James  W.  Beekman. 

Elliott,  Jared  L.  Sermon  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Lieut.  J. 
A.  Underwood  and  Mid.  Wilkes  Henry,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  de- 
livered on  board  the  ship  Vincennes  before  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  exploring  expedition,  August  10,  ^40.    Svo.     Honolulu, 

.    Mission  Press,  1840.— From  the  Author. 

Adams,  Josiah.  The  Genealogy  of  the  Descendants  of  Richard 
Haven,  of  Lynn,  Mass.  8vo.  Boston,  1643. — From  the  Librarian. 
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Vermilya,  Lucius  IT.  A  year  and  a  half  in  Mexico,  and  at  tho 
battles  of  Ccrro  Gordo,  Ciuirubusco  and  Mexico.  12 mo.  Pratts- 
ville,  1848. — From  H>m.  Zadock  Pratt,  of  Pratlsville. 

Vattemare,  Alexandre.  Report  on  the  subject  of  International 
Exchanges.  8vo.  Washington,  1843. — From  the  Hon.  J.  A.  Dix. 

New  York.  Transactions  of  tlje  State  Agricultural  Society  for 
1847.     Svo.     Albany.  1848. — From  Ernstus  C.  L'enedict,  E?q. 

American  Almanac,  for  the  years  1835,  1830,  and  1837. — From 
the  scur.e. 

New  York  City.  Proceedings  of  the  Boards  of  Aldermen  and  As- 
sistants, from  May,  1847,  to  May,  1S4S.  Vol.  xv.  8vo.  N. 
York,  1848. — From  tli?  Cor.unon  Council. 

Hart,  Joseph  C.  The  Romance  of  Yachting  :  Voyage  the  First. 
12mo.     New  York,  13  18. — From  the  Author. 

Adams,  John  Quincy.  Poems  of  Religion  and  Society.  ISmo. 
New  York,  1848. — From  the  Rev.  R.W.  Griswold. 

Allen,  Rev.  L.  L.  Pencilings  of  Scenes  upon  the  Rio  Grande  ; 
originally  published  in  the  St.  Louis  American.  12mo.  New 
York,  1343. 

Osborn,  Sellcck.  An  Oration  delivered  at  Newburgh,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1793.     12mo. 

Baldwin,  George  R.  Report  showing  the  cost  and  income  of  a 
Railroad,  as  surveyed  from  Toledo,  O.,  to  Chicago,  III.,  incor- 
porated as  the  Builalo  and  Mississippi  Railroad.  Svo.  Toledo, 
1847. 

Johns,  Evan.  Tho  Lethargy  of  Impenitence  Exposed,  in  a  Ser. 
mon,  preached  at  Long  Meadows,  on  the  13th  April,  1315,  the  clay 
appointed  for  a  National  Thanksgiving.    Svo.  Springfield,  1815. 

Falconer,  Thomas.  Tho  Oregon  Question;  or  a  statement  of  the 
British  claims  to  the  Oregon  Territory,  in  opposition  to  the  pre- 
tensions of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
with  a  chronological  table  and  a  map  of  the  Territory.  8vo. 
New  York,  1845.  / 

French  Claims.  View  of  the  claims  of  American  Citizens  which 
were  (reserved  against  the  French  Republic  by  the  Convention 
of  30th  September,  1800,  and  which  were  afterwards)  assumed 
by  the  United  States,  in  the  Louisiana  Convention  of  30th  April, 
1803.     By  a  Citizen  of  Baltimore.     Svo.     Baltimore,  1829. 

Jervis  John  B.  Report  on  the  Hudson  River  Railroad,  with  a 
map.  Svo.  New  York,  1S4G. —  The  preceding  six  pamphlets 
the  gift  of  Henry  E.  SlUes. 
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Hatfield,  Rev.    E.  F.      Universalism  as  it  is:    or    Text  Book  cf 

Modern   Univcrsalism  in  America.     12mo.     New  York,  1841. 

— From  the  Author. 

Philadelphia.     House  of  Refuge.     Appeal   to  the  public  in  behalf 

of,  for  colored  juvenile  delinquents.     Svo.     Philadelphia,  1916. 

.   First,  second,  fourth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth, 

tenth,  eleventh,  twelfth,    fourteenth,  fifteenth,  seventeenth,  nine-  . 
teenth,  and  twentieth  annual  reports  of.     Svo.      1829 — 184S.' 
Wines,  E.  C.     A  Peep  at  China,   in    Mr.  Dunn's   Chinese  Col- 
lection  ;  with  miscellaneous  notices  relating  to  the  institutions 
and  Customs  of  the   Chinese,  and    our   commercial  intercourse 
with  them.     Svo.     Philadelphia,  1839. 
Serjeant,  John.     An  address  delivered  before  the  citizens  of  Phil- 
adelphia,  at  the  House  of  Refuge,  29th  Nov.  18*JS.    Svo.     Phil- 
adelphia, 1823. 
Barclay,  James  I.     An  address  delivered   at    the  laying  of  the 
corner  stone  of  the  House  of  Refuge  for  colored  juvenile  delin- 
quents, July  1, 1S48.     Svo.     Philadelphia.  19  15. 
Pennsylvania.     Institution  fir  the  Deaf  and   Dumb.     Annual  Re- 
ports, for  1839,  1843,   1844,  1846,  and  1847.     Sv0.— The  pre- 
ceding 11  pamphlets,  the  gift  cf  James  I.  Fart-Jap,  Esq.,  cf  Phil- 
adelphia. 
Wheeler,  Henry  G.     History  of  Congress,  biographical  and  po- 
litical.    Vol.  II.     Svo.     New  York,  1949.— From  Lev.  R.  W. 
Grisicold. 
Squier,  E.  G.  andE.  H.  Davis.     Ancient  Monuments  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Valley,  comprising  the  results  of  extensive  original  sur- 
veys and   explorations.     [First  volume  of  the  Smithsonian  Con- 
tributions  to  Knowledge.]     4to.     Washington,    1549. — Gift  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
Barton,  Benjamin  Smith.     Fragments  of  the  Natural   History  of 

Pennsylvania.  Part  I.  4to.  Philadelphia,  1799. 
France.  Report  of  M.  Jay,  and  speeches  of  Gen.  Lafayette  and 
M.  Jay,  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  on  the  Treaty  of  1531, 
with  the  United  States. 
Barton,  Benjamin  Smith.  Some  Account  of  the  Siren  Lacertina, 
and  other  species  of  the  same  genus,  of  amphibious  animals. 
In  a  letter  frcm  Professor  Barton  of  Philadelphia,  to  Mr.  John 
Gottlob  Schneider  of  Saxony.  Svo.  Philadelphia,  1821. — From 
Thomas  F.  Barton,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia. 
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Royal   Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries.       Transactions  of  tho 

Society,  1845 — 1S4T.     8vo.     Copenhagen,  1847. 
.     Guide  to  Northern  Archaeology,  edited,  for  the 

use   of  English   readers,  by  the   Right  Honorable,  the  Earl  of 

Ellesmere.     Svo.     London,   1S4S. — From  the  Royal  Society  of 

Northern  Antiquaries. 
De  Bry's  Voyages.     Edition  published  at  Frankfort-on-the-Main, 

in  1617,   containing  the  American  Voyages,  with    137  plates. 

In  folio,   printed   in   German. — Gift  of  Nathaniel  I,  Bowdilch, 

Esq.,  of  Boston. 
New  York,     Annual  Report  of  the  Regents  of  the  University,  on 

the  condition  of  the   State  Cabinet  of  Natural  History,  with  the 

catalogues  of  the  same.     Made  to  the  Senate,  April  11,  1848. 

8vo.     Albany,  1S43. — Gift  of  Prosper  M.  Wetmore. 

MS.  MAPS  AND  CHARTS. 

1.  Winter  Cantonment  of  the  American  Army,  and  its  vicinity, 
for  1783.     By  S.  De  Witt,  Geog.  to  U.  S. 

2.  Sketch  of  New  Windsor,  near  which  the  American  army  en- 
camped during  17S3. 

3.  Sketch  or  Map  of  the  country  about  New  Windsor,  the  roads 
intersecting  the  same,  with  the  names  and  residences  of  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  dwelling  in  the  neighborhood. 

4.  A  Map  or  Chart  of  the  Hudson,  with  a  portion  of  the  country 
bordering  upon  the  Sound,  and  extending  to  the  Connecticut. 

5.  A  Chart  of  the  Harbor  of  New  York,  with  a  map  of  the  coun- 
try bordering  upon  the  Sound,  and  extending  to  the  Connecticut, 
with  the  names  of  the  principal  places  laid  down  thereon.  By 
Robert  Erskine,  F.  R.  S.,  1779.— Gift  of  Frederick  De  Peyster. 

FOR  THE  CABINET. 

A  Mexican  Image  or  Idol,  supposed  to  be  of  the  age  of  the  Incas, 
found  at  the  ruins  near  Tustepeque,  on  the  southern  branch  of 
the  Papaloapam,  a  tributary  of  the  Alvarado  river,  in  the  De- 
partment of  Vera  Cruz. — Gift  of  Com.  M.  C.  Perry,  U.  S.  N, 
lately  in  command  of  the  Home  Squadron  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Mr.  G.H.  Moore,  from  the  Executive  Committee,  made 
a  report  upon  the  nominations  referred  to  that  committee, 
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recommending  the  following  candidates,  who  were  there- 
upon elected,  viz : — 

CORRESPONDING   MEMBERS. 

Hon.  Christopher  Morgan-,         Albany,  N.  Y. 
Robert  H.  Pruy.n,  Do. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  James  Bexkard, 

William  H.  Macy,  Charles  H.  Marshall, 

.    Charles  A.  Bristed,  G.  Clarence  Cram, 

William  S.  Milledgler,  John  Sanders. 

Several  nominations  for  new  members  were  then  made, 
and  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  F.  De  Peyster,  who  presented  the  manuscript 
maps  before  mentioned,  spoke  of  their  value,  as  going  to 
complete  the  series  of  De  Witt  maps  now  in  possession 
of  the  Society.  He  said  his  attention  had  been  particu- 
larly called  to  Erskine's  chart  of  the  harbor  of  New  York, 
(No.  5,  of  the  series  presented  this  evening,)  from  the 
fact  that  the  draught  of  water  off  the  N.  E.  point  of  Gov- 
ernor's island,  at  the  commencement  of  what  is  known 
as  the  Buttermilk  Channel,  is  marked  at  seven  fathoms. 
This  had  induced  him  to  examine  Ratzer's  Survey,  made 
in  17GG  and  17G7,  which  shows  a  depth  of  from  three  to 
five  fathoms  throughout  the  channel;  and  he  had  also 
examined  a  collection  of  maps  and  charts  published  in 
1750,  and  17S1,  by  the  British  Government,  under  the 
title  of  the  "  Atlantic  Neptune."  In  this  collection  is  a 
chart,  which  marks  the  continuous  depth  of  Buttermilk 
channel  at  four  fathoms,  with  six  fathoms  at  the  N.  E. 
point  of  the  island. 

In  connection  with  this  matter,  Mr.  De  Peyster  said  an 
original  document,  in  possession  of  the  Society,  had  been 

vol.  vl     26 
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brought  to  his  notice  by  Mr.  Moore,  the  Librarian,  ex- 
tracts from  which  he  would  read.  The  paper  itself  \va3 
a  memorandum  of  testimony  to  be  used  in  a  lawsuit,  in 
1741,  and  bears  the  endorsements  of  James  Alexander, 
John  Jay,  and  Peter  A.  Jay,  ail  going  to  prove  its  au- 
thenticity. The  following  extracts  bear  directly  upon 
the  point  in  question  : 

"  Testimony  of  Maribie  BeioU,  aged  84. — Was  born  in 
New  York;  k  is  03  \ears  since  she  came  to  live  at  Brook- 
land.  Heard  Jeromu3  Remsen's  mother  say,  that  there 
was  only  a  small  creek  between  Nutten  island  and  the 
shore,  and  that  a  squaw  carried  her  sister  over  it  in  a  tub  ; 
that  that  sister  was  (.he  first  born  in  this  country. 

"  Joost  Van  Bruni^  aged  11  ar>d  upwards.  Born  and 
lived  at  New  Utrecht ;  says  he  wa3  about  nine  years  old 
when  the  Dutch  came  to  take  New  York,  &c.  Says  that 
a  great  deal  of  the  land  is  washed  away  against  Nutten 
island.  And  it  went  further  out  than  now,  but  can't  say 
how  much.  Remembers  to  have  seen  meadow  before 
Sebring's  house,  but  how  far  out  he  knows  not. 

"  Jeromus  Rcmscn,  aged  11  years.  Born  about  Brook- 
land,  and  lived  all  his  days  there  ;  says  that  he  has  heard 
his  mother  say,  she  was  carried  off  Nutten  island  by  a 
squaw,  and  that  it  was  all  ledge  and  meadow,  only  a 
ereek  between  Nutten  island  and  Long  Island  ;  his  moth- 
er's sister  was  first  born  in  this  country;  it's  now  116  or 
117  years  since  she  was  born.  His  mother  was  four 
years  younger.  Has  heard  often  from  other  people  that 
there  was  but  a  small  creek  between  Nutten  and  Long 
Islands." 

The  extraordinary  testimony  contained  in  this  paper, 
contrasted  with  the  evidence  furnished  by  the  several 
charts,  of  undoubted  authority,  just  alluded  to,  led  me  to 
look  into  this  matter  more  closely. 

Here  the  channel,  which  now  admits  of  the  free  pas- 
sage of  the  largest  merchant  ship3  and  ships  of  war,  is 
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testified  to  have  been  a  mere  creek,  ford  able  at  low  wa- 
ter, adapted  to  the  mere  transportation  of  a  tub. 

Governor  Jay's  note  fixes  the  time  when  this  testimony 
was  given,  viz.,  in  1741.  In  a  little  more  than  a  century, 
the  channel  had  attained  a  depth  of  4  fathoms  ! 

In  addition  to  this  ancient  evidence,  I  may  add,  that 
when  I  was  a  student  at  law  in  the  office  of  the  late  Peter 
Van  Schaack,  of  Kinderhook,  of  venerated  memory,  Judge 
Benson,  his  valued  friend,  was  often  his  guest.  On  va- 
rious occasions,  the  Judge,  in  conversing  with  me  about 
the  localities  of  this  city,  I  well  remember,  stated  that  in 
former  times  this  channel  was  ford  able  at  low  water. 
That  the  gradual  extension  of  the  wharves  into  the  East 
river,  on  the  New  York  and  Brooklyn  shores,  had  con- 
tracted the  river,  and  the  volume  of  water  thus  forced 
through  Buttermilk  channel  had  deepened  the  passage, 
so  as  to  admit,  in  his  time,  of  the  transit  of  small  craft. 

As  to  the  facts  thus  in  issue,  I  must  admit  that  I  had 
at  no  remote  period  my  own  doubts.  I  had  long  known 
that  the  channel  was  of  great  depth,  upwards  of  three 
score  years  past ;  and  the  existence  of  the  little  creek,  I 
was  inclined  to  think,  since  Hendrick  Hudson's  day,  to 
have  been  bevond  the  memory  of  the  very  oldest  inhab- 
itant in  even  Hans  Bergen's  time. 

The  predicament  of  the  worthy  justice  on  the  Mohawk, 
who  having  heard  the  argument  on  one  side,  was  reluct- 
ant  to  hear  the  other,  lest  he  should  get  perplexed,  has 
occurred  to  me  in  the  course  of  this  investigation.  I  can 
no  longer,  however,  doubt  from  the  minutes  above  referred 
to,  "  of  what  witnesses  can  say." 

The  more  so,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  be  in  the  position  of 
the  juror  in  our  Court  of  Sessions,  in  the  palmy  days  of 
Recorder  Riker,  who  having  sharply  cross-examined  a 
witness  whose  direct  examination  seemed  clear  and  truth- 
ful, was  remonstrated  with  by  the  Court;  and  in  justifi- 
cation alleged  that  he  was  led  to  act  as  he  did,  because 
the  witness'  testimony  did  not  correspond  with  the  state- 
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ments  which  he   recollected  to  have  read  at  a  previous 
time  in  the  newspapers. 

Mr.  De  Peyster  also  read  a  paper  on  the  Ruins  of  Tus- 
tepeque,  which  are  found  on  a  tributary  of  the  Alvarado 
river,  in  the  Department  of  Vera  Cruz  ;  and  exhibited  a 
number  of  charts  and  drawings  made  under  direction  of 
Com.  M.  C.  Perry,  of  the  Navy.  He  also  read  a  note 
from  Com.  Perry,  accompanying  the  Mexican  Image  or 
Idol,  which  had  been  procured  by  that  officer,  while 
lately  in  command  of  the  United  States  squadron  in  the 
Gulf,  and  had  been  presented  to  the  Society.  Mr.  De 
Peyster  expressed  the  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  lay  before 
the  Society,  some  further  and  interesting  particulars  re- 
specting this  curious  relic  of  ancient  Mexico. 

Mr.  Robert  Greenhow,  of  Washington  City,  then 
read  a  paper,  containing  statements  and  reasonings,  cal- 
culated to  show  the  probability  that  the  celebrated  Arch- 
bishop Fenelox  may  have  passed  some  years  of  his  life, 
(from  16G3  to  1673,)  as  a  missionary  in  Canada  and  the 
western  parts  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Simeox  De  Witt  Bloodgood  then  read  a  paper 
on  the  "Literary  Men  of  the  American  Colonies." 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  presented 
to  Messrs.  De  Peyster,  Greexhow,  and  Bloodgood, 
and  they  wrere  requested  to  furnish  copies  of  their  several 
papers,  for  the  archives  of  the  Society. 
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SPECIAL   MEETING,  DECEMBER  19,  1848. 


Hon.  Luther  Bradish,  First  Vice  President,  in  the 
Chair. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  rend  by  Mr. 
Warner,  the  Recording  Secretary,  and  approved. 

Mr.  Bartlett,  Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary,  pre- 
sented and  read  the  following  communication  from  the 
Rev.  Edwin  F.  Hatfield  : 

New  York,  December  19,  1S4S. 
Dear  Sir:  A  previous  engagement  puts  it  out  of  my 
power  to  attend  the  special  meeting  of  the  Historical  So- 
ciety, called  for  this  evening.  I  send  herewith,  however, 
a  short  communication,  which,  if  you  think  proper,  you 
may  lay  before  the  Society.  In  these  gold-seeking  times, 
when  almost  all  things  else  have  lost  their  power  to  en- 
gage attention  and  interest,  a  contribution  of  this  descrip- 
tion may  have  a  peculiar  value. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

EDWIN  F.  HATFIELD. 

Recent  intelligence  from  our  possessions  in  California, 
makes  it  quite  certain,  that  the  newly-discovered  aurifer- 
ous region  is  of  great  extent.  It  is  highly  probable,  that 
gold  will  yet  be  found  throughout  the  whole  valley  wa- 
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tered  by  the  Sacramento  and  San  Joaquin  rivers,  with 
their  tributaries.  It  may  yet  be  ascertained  that  from 
Cape  St.  Lucas  on  the  extreme  south  of  the  Peninsula  of 
California,  to  the  head  waters  of  the  Sacramento,  de- 
posites  of  gold  are  mingled  with  the  soil. 

This  conjecture  derives  considerable  confirmation  from 
an  incident  which  occurred  nearly  one  hundred  and  thirly 
years  since.  It  is  related  by  Capt.  George  Shelvocke,  in 
his  account  of  the  adventures  of  the  "  Speedwell,"  a  ship 
of  24  guns,  and  106  men,  fitted  out  by  certain  merchants 
in  London  for  a  cruise  in  the  South  Seas,  that  sailed  from 
Plymouth,  February  13,  1719,  in  company  with  the 
"Success,"  under  the  command  of  Captain  John  Clip- 
perton. 

After  cruising  about  the  Pacific,  nearly  two  years, 
Capt.  Shelvocke  determined  to  proceed  to  the  coast  of 
California.  He  came,  in  sight  of  the  peninsula  on  the 
11th  of  August,  1721,  and  cast  anchor  in  the  harbor  of 
Puerto  Seguro,  on  the  13th,  in  the  morning.  Here  he  re- 
mained until  the  evening  of  the  ISth,  taking  in  wood 
and  water,  having  constant  and  uninterrupted  communi- 
cation with  the  shore  and  the  native  savages.  On  his 
departure  for  China,  he  drew  up  an  account  of  the  coun- 
try, in  which  occurs  the  following  remarkable  passage. 
Having  alluded  to  the  problem,  not  then  solved,  respect- 
in<>  the  junction  of  America  and  Asia,  "  by  some  tract  of 
land  to  the  northward,"  he  observes  : — 

"Leaving,  however,  these  conjectures  to  be  supported 
or  confuted  by  future  discoveries,  I  shall  confine  myself 
to  facts,  and  report  only  what  I  have  seen  or  known,  for 
the  information  of  the  present  age  and  of  posterity.  The 
eastern  coast  of  that  part  of  California,  which  I  had  a 
sio-ht  of,  appears  to  be  mountainous,  barren  and  sandy, 
and  very  like  some  parts  of  Peru ;  but  nevertheless,  the 
soil  about  Puerto  Seguro,  and  (very  likely)  in  most  of  the 
valleys,  is  a  rich  black  mould ;  which,  as  you  turn  it  fresh 
up  to  the  sun,  appears  as  if  intermingled  with  gold-dust ; 
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some  of  which  we  endeavored  to  wash  and  purify  from 
the  dirt ;  but,  though  we  were  a  little  prejudiced  against 
the  thoughts,  that  it  could  be  possible  that  this  metal 
should  be  so  promiscuously  and  universally  mingled  with  com- 
mon earth,  yet  we  endeavored  to  cleanse  and  wash  the 
earth  from  some  of  it:  and  the  more  we  did,  the  more  it 
appeared  like  gold.  In  order  to  be  further  satisfied,  I 
brought  away  some  of  it,  which  we  lost  in  our  confusion 
at  China.  But,  bo  that  as  it  will,  it  is  very  probable, 
that  this  country  ahounds  in  metals  of  all  sorts,  though  the 
inhabitants  had  no  utensils  or  ornaments  of  any  metal 
whatever  ;  which  is  no  wonder,  since  they  are  so  per- 
fectly ignorant  in  all  arts." 

That  Capt.  Shelvocke  had  really  discovered,  as  here 
described,  an  extensive  "  Place/1  of  gold  can  scarcely  be 
questioned.  The  soil  was  "  a  rich  black  mould  ;"  that 
appeared  on  being  turned  up,  "  as  if  intermingled  with 
gold  dust."  In  the  account  given  by  Gov.  Mason  of  the 
discovery  in  Upper  California,  near  Sutter's  mills,  he  says, 
that  "  Mr.  Marshall,  as  lie  was  walking  clown  the  race  to 
this  deposit  of  mud,  observed  some  glittering  jxirticlcs  at 
its  upper  edge;  he  gathered  a  few,  examined  them,  and 
became  satisfied  of  their  value."  He  also  tells  us  that, 
when  the  earthy  matter  is  carried  off  by  washing,  the 
gold  is  left  "  mixed  with  a  heavy  line  block  sand."  Capt. 
Shelvocke  could  not  possibly  believe  that  what  he  saw 
was  gold,  because  it  was  "  so  promiscuously  and  uni- 
versally mingled  with  common  earth  ;"  and  yet  this  is 
now  matter  of  daily  observation  in  Aita  California.  The 
earth  is  full  of  it. 

Had  the  captain  of  the  "Speedwell"  succeeded  in  car- 
rying his  sample  to  England,  we  cannot  hesitate  to  affirm, 
that  it  would  have  proved  as  valuable  as  that  which  has 
lately  reached  our  own  shores  from  the  same  general  re- 
gion. In  that  case,  however,  the  excitement  which  is 
now  felt  so  universally  among  us,  would  have  been  anti- 
cipated, and  in  spite  of  the  bursting  of  the  "South  Sea 
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Company"  and  "  Mississippi  Scheme"  bubbles,  only  the 
year  before,  all  England  would  have  been  moved  to  se- 
cure the  golden  prize  for  themselves  ;  and  California, 
both  Upper  and  Lower,  would  have  become  a  British 
Province. 

"  It  is  an  ill  wind  that  blows  nobody  any  good."  Had 
not  the  captain  of  the  ll  Speedwell"  been  deserted  by  his 
crew  at  Whampoa,  in  consequence  of  an  unlucky  shot 
by  one  of  them,  who,  being  in  liquor,  and  pursued  by  a 
Chinese  custom-house  officer,  fired  on  the  latter  and  slew 
him;  had  it  not  been  for  the  subsequent  condemnation  of 
44  the  good  ship  Speedwell,"  and  the  captain's  "  confu- 
sions at  China,"  the  glittering  treasures  of  our  new  pos- 
sessions on  the  Pacific,  would  long  since  have  been  ap- 
propriated. The  hand  of  Providence  is  surely  to  be  seen 
and  acknowledged,  in  thus  reserving,  for  this  age  and 
nation,  the  immense  wealth  of  that  "  land  of  promise." 
How  much  of  a  blessing  it  will  be  to  us,  is  yet  to  be 
seen.  It  constitutes,  however,  a  marked  era  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  precious  metals;  and  every  fact,  like  what 
has  now  been  narrated,  is  worthy  of  particular  observa- 
tion and  record. 

That  "rich  black  mould"  in  which  the  "glittering  parti- 
cles" are  "  so  promiscuously  and  universally  intermingled 
with  common  earth,"  has  probably  not  been  disturbed, 
since  the  visit  of  Capt.  George  Shelvocke.  A  rich  har- 
vest is  yet  to  be  reaped  from  that  peninsula,  which  has 
been  hitherto  regarded  as  of  but  little  worth.  Ir  will 
doubtless  be  much  regretted,  if  our  conjectures  prove 
true,  that  Lower  California  was  not  included  in  the  ces- 
sion from  the  Republic  of  Mexico.  But,  if  the  half  that 
has  been  told  us  is  true,  in  respect  to  the  Cpper  Territory, 
we  have  more  than  enough  to  infatuate  our  children  for  a 
century  to  .come. 

It  will  be  asked,  however,  "  Where  is  this  ancient  'placer* 
to  be  found?'1  Our  author  tells  us,  and  we  communicate  it 
11  for  all  whom  it  may  concern,"  that  "  it  lies  about  two 
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leagues  to  the  northeast  of  Cape  St.  Lucas,"  the  most 

southern  point  of  the  peninsula;  "and  is,  when  you  are 

in  it,  a  very  safe  and  good  port.     The  watering-place  is 

on  the  north  side,  in  a  small  river,  which   there  empties 

itself  into  the  sea,  and  maybe  known  by  the  appearance 

of  a  great  many  green  canes  which  grow  in  it,  and  which 

always  preserve  their  verdure."     It  is   directly  on   the 

track  to   San  Francisco,  and   will  probably,  when  these 

facts  are  made  public,  be  speedily  revisited,  and  made  a 

favorite  watering-place  for  California  pilgrims. 

» 

Mr.  G.  H.  Moore,  from  the  Executive  Committee,  made 
a  report  upon  the  nominations  referred  to  that  committee, 
recommending  the  following  candidates,  who  were  there- 
upon elected : 

CORRESPONDING   MEMBERS. 


Dr.  Walter  M.  Bayley, 
Rev.  John  Lord, 
J.  Wingate  Thornton, 
Rev.  Flavel  Bascom, 


Thlacatalpan,  Mexico. 
Roxbury,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Chicago,  111. 


RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 


Eli  as  G.  Brown, 
John  Doggett,  Jr. 
Abxer  Benedict,  2d., 
Thomas  Wells,  M.  D., 
Daniel  P.  Bacon, 
James  Marsh, 
Horace  Greeley, 
Moreau  Morris, 
David  S.  Codding  ton, 


John  P.  Arcularius, 

Samuel  Davis, 

C.  Maverick  Parker, 

Ira  Burslet, 

Herman  C.  Westervelt, 

Clarksox  N.  Potter, 

Rev.  A.  E.  Campbell, 

Theodore  Glaubensklee, 

Henry  H.  Welch. 


Several  nominations  of  new  members  were  made,  and 
referred,  as  usual,  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
vol.  vi.         27 
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Mr.  Bbeekak,  frcaa  the  Building  Committee,  submitted 
a  verbal  report  of  the  proceedings  of  that  committee, 
stating  that  the  amount  already  subscribed  was  not  large, 
but  that  thus  far  they  had  found  the  object  very  generally 
approved,  and  had  no  doubt  that  in  the  end  the  call 
would  be  liberally  responded  to.  The  committee,  after 
deliberation,  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  terms  of  subscription,  which  would  -  extend 
to  all  persons  subscribing  one  hundred  dollars  and  up- 
wards, the  privileges  of  life  membership  from  the  comple- 
tion of  the  building,  would  be  attended  with  beneficial 
results ;  and  in  order  that  there  might  be  no  delay  in 
prosecuting  the  undertaking,  they  had  requested  the  Pre- 
sident to  summon  the  present  meeting.  Mr.  Beekman 
then  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  subscribers  of  not  less  than  one  hundred 
dollars  to  the  Building  Fund,  shall,  on  payment  of  the 
same,  and  upon  due  election  by  the  Society,  be  declared 
Life  Members  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society. 

Mr.  W.  Chauxcey  addressed  the  meeting  in  a  forcible 
manner  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Lawrence  followed  with  some  suggestions 
as  to  a  change  in  the  form  of  the  resolution,  which,  how- 
ever, he  did  not  press ;  and  it  was  then  unanimously 
adopted. 

Mr.  Beekman,  fiom  the  Building  Committee,  intro- 
duced the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  a  memorial  be  prepared  and  presented, 
'  in  behalf  of  this  Society,  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  praying  that  a  sum  of  money  may  be 
granted  to  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  towards  the 
erection  of  a  fire-proof  building  for  the  preservation  of  its 
library  and  collections. 


THE    END. 


SUPPLEMENT. 


Owing  to  an  accidental  delav.  in  receiving  the  cor- 
rected  copy  of  Mr.  Greenhow's  paper,  it  was  necessarily 
omitted  from  its  proper  p.ace,  page  192  of  the  Proceed- 
ings, and  is  here  inserted  as  a  supplement. 


FENELON  AMONG  THE  IROQUOIS. 

READ   BEFORE    THE    NEW- YOBS   HISTORICAL   SOCIETY,  ON  THE  EVENING   OF  TUESDAY, 
DECEMBER  5,   1848. 

BY  ROBERT    GREENHOW. 


In  the  course  of  my  researches,  with  regard  to  the  early 
discoveries  of  the  French,  in  the  regions  of  the  Great 
Lakes  and  the  Mississippi,  I  met  with  some  curious  state- 
ments, involving  a  probability  of  a  nature  so  interesting, 
especially  to  the  citizens  of  this  State,  that  I  venture  to 
communicate  them  to  the  New  York  Historical  Society, 
which  may  perhaps  consider  them  not  unworthy  of  its 
notice. 

This  probability  is  no  less — than  that  the  illustrious 
Archbishop  Fenelon,  one  of  the  best  and  wisest  men  whom 
France  or  any  other  country  has  produced,  may  have  pass- 
ed some  of  the  years  of  his  youth  as  a  missionary,  among 
the  Iroquois  or  Five  Nations,  in  the  western  part  of  this 
State.  To  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  life  and 
labors  of  Fenelon,  as  exhibited  by  his  numerous  biogra- 
phers, such  an  announcement  may  appear  too  strange  to 
merit  a  moment's  attention ;  and  the  evidence  upon 
which  it  rests  is  indeed  rather  slender.     This  evidence  is, 

vol.  vi.         23 
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however,  uncontradicted  by  any  other  as  yet  made  pub- 
lic ;  and  it  will  now  be  laid  before  the  Society,  with  all 
its  qualifications,  so  as  to  anticipate  all  objections,  and  to 
present  the  probability  in  its  simplest  expression,  reduced 
to  its  true  value. 

It  will  be  convenient  to  begin  by  showing  what  is  cer- 
tainly known,  and  what  is  not  known,  of  the  great  Fen- 
elon, during  the  period  which  he  is  here  supposed  to 
have  spent  in  America.  Many  accounts  of  his  life  have 
appeared,  of  which  the  most  full  and  authentic  is  that 
by  Cardinal  de  Bcausset,  published  at  Paris,  in  1S0S, 
under  the  title  of  "  History  of  Fenelon,  Archbishop  of 
Cambray,  founded  upon  original  manuscripts."*  This  is 
the  standard  biography  of  Fenelon,  comprising  all  that 
could  be  discovered  respecting  him,  among  his  own  man- 
uscripts, as  well  as  in  the  Archives  of  the  Government, 
in  those  of  the  Archbishopric  of  Cambray,  and  the  Semi- 
nary of  St.  Sulpice,  and  in  all  other  places  from  which 
information  could  be  derived.  The  work  is  minute  to  a 
fault.  Nothing  connected  with  its  subject  is  deemed  un- 
worthy of  insertion,  and  the  dates  of  each  event  are  given, 
whenever  they  could  be  procured,  with  an  exactness 
which  cannot  be  too  highly  commended. 

In  this  work,  particular  as  it  is,  no  notice  appears  of 
any  mission  undertaken  by  Fenelon,  in  America,  or  in 
any  other  country  out  of  France  ;  nor  does  any  other  of 
his  biographers  give  the  slightest  hint  of  his  having  been 
thus  engaged  at  any  period  ;  nor  does  any  thing  appear 
in  his  writings  or  his  conduct  in  after  life,  to  countenance 
such  a  supposition.  The  Cardinal  nevertheless  expressly 
states  that  he  did  contemplate  such  a  mission,  at  a  period 
immediately  preceding  that,  at  which  he  is  here  supposed 
to  have  been  engaged  in  it. 

*  "  Histoire  de  Fenelon,  Archevfcque  de  Cambrai,  composde  sur  les  manu- 
scrits  oricinaux."  The  edition  here  consulted  is  in  four  volumes,  12mo.,  pub- 
lished at  Paris,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Seminary  of  St.  Sulpice,  in  1544. 
The  extract3  are  all  from  the  hist  volume. 
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According  to  Cardinal  de  Beausset — Francois  de  Sa- 
lignac  de  la  Mothe  Fenclon,  was  born  on  the  6th  of  Au- 
gust, 1651.  Being  destined  from  early  youth,  and  appa- 
rently by  his  own  choice,  for  the  ecclesiastical  profession, 
he  was  placed,  first  at  the  College  du  Plessis,  where  at 
the  age  of  fifteen,  "he  preached  a  sermon,"  says  his  biog- 
rapher, "  wThich  had  extraordinary  success  ;"  and  thence, 
he  was  soon  after  transferred  to  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary of  St.  Sulpice,  in  Paris,  then  under  the  direction  of 
M.  Tronson,  a  learned  ecclesiastic.  Whilst  at  this  insti- 
tution, in  1667,  he  conceived  the  desire  to  enter,  immedi- 
ately, upon  a  more  active  scene  ;  and  for  the  attainment 
of  this  object,  he  paid  a  visit  to  his  uncle  and  guardian, 
the  Bishop  of  Sarlat,  after  several  letters  had  been  writ- 
ten to  that  personage,  by  himself  and  by  M.  Tronson. 
One  of  these  letters  from  M.  Tronson,  dated  February, 
1667,  is  given  at  length  by  Cardinal  de  Beausset:  the 
tutor  there  assures  the  Bishop,  that  he  has  done  all  in  his 
power  to  divert  the  youth — then  only  sixteen  years  old — 
from  his  design,  but  "  his  inclination  is  still  so  strong,  and 
his  intentions  are  so  entirely  disinterested,  that  I  have  been 
obliged  to  give  up  the  attempt,  after  employing  without 
effect  every  means  in  my  power ;  considering  that  such 
being  the  character  of  his  dispositions,  I  was  not  author- 
ized to  do  violence  to  his  desire/'  This  letter,  though 
long  and  devoted  to  the  same  subject,  gives  no  informa- 
tion as  to  the  nature  of  the  design  on  which  the  young 
man  was  so  strongly  bent,  as  to  render  his  tutor  evidently 
inclined  to  consider,  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  prose- 
cule  it.  "None  of  his  biographers,"  writes  Cardinal  de 
Beausset,  "  have  thrown  any  light  upon  this  circumstance 
in  the  life  of  Fendlon.  Some  original  documents  have, 
however,  been  communicated  to  us,  which  seem  to  show 
that  the  zeal  of  Fcntlon  was  then  urging  him,  notwithstanding 
his  extreme  youth,  to  consecrate  himself  to  Missions  in  Canada, 
where  the  Congregation  of  St.  Sulpice  maintained  a  con- 
siderable establishment  in  the  Isle  of  Montreal,  for  the 
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purpose  of  contributing  to  the  conversion  of  the  savages, 
and  of  procuring  the  succors  of  religion  for  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  colony.  The  Cardinal  then  proceeds  to 
state,  that  the  Bishop  of  Sarlat,  alarmed  with  good  rea- 
son by  a  determination  so  absolutely  incompatible  with 
the  very  delicate  health  of  his  nephew,  refused  his  con- 
sent, and  ordered  him  to  return  to  St.  Sulpice,  and  .there 
to  remain  until  he  should  have  rendered  himself,  by  re- 
tirement and  study,  more  worthy  of  exercising  with  ad- 
vantage the  ministry  to  which  he  believed  himself  to  be 
especially  called." 

Immediately  following  what  is  last  extracted  from  the 
History  of  Fenelon,.  his  biographer  says  : — "  The  Abbe 
de  Fenelon,*  having  received  the  sacred  orders  at  the 
Seminary  of  St.  Sulpice,  devoted  himself  to  the  functions 
of  the  Holy  Ministry  in  the  community  of  the  priests  of 
the  same  parish."  After  some  general  reflections  on  the 
importance  of  those  functions,  we  next  learn  that — "He 
consecrated  himself  for  three  entire  years  to  the  ecclesi- 
astical ministry,  and  was  then  charged  by  the  curate  of 
the  parish  of  St.  Sulpice,  to  explain  the  Holy  Scriptures 
to  the  people  on  Sundays  and  Holydays,  a  duty  which 
began  to  make  him  known,  and  from  the  performance  of 
which  he  himself  derived  the  Greatest  advantages.  Fe- 
nelon  was  summoned  to  Sarlat  in  167-i  bv  his  uncle  ;  we 
have  one  of  his  letters,  written  from  Sarlat  to  the  Marquis 
de  Fenelon,  (another  uncle,)  without  date,  in  which  he, 
however,  speaks  of  the  death  of  the  Marquis  de  St.  Abre, 
his  maternal  uncle,  killed  at  the  battle  of  Sintzheim,  on 
the  16th  of  June,  1674,  as  a  very  recent  event,"  <Scc. 

These  are  ail  the  particulars  which  the  most  minute  of 
the  biographies  oi  Funedon  presents  respecting  his  life, 
during  the  seven  years  intervening  between  his  first  visit 
to  his  uncle,  the  Bishop,  in  February,  1G67,  when  he  was 

*  Abb£  is  the  general  name  for  secular  priests  and  theological  students  in 
France,  nearly  equivalent  to  the  English  parson,  but  somewhat  more  compre- 
hensive. 


NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY.  203 

so  anxious   to  go  to  Canada  as  a  missionary,    and    1674, 
when  he  again  went  to  see  that  respected  personage.     Of 
this  whole  long  interval,  comprising  an  interesting  portion 
of  his  history,  no  details  whatever  are  given.     The  context 
indeed   seems  to  warrant  the  inference,  that  his  ordina- 
tion as  a  priest,  and  the  three  years  subsequently  passed 
by  him  in  those  benevolent  occupations  in  the  Parish  of 
St.  Sulpice,  were  embraced  within  this  interval  ;  but  such 
an   inference   cannot  be   drawn  with  justice,  and  would 
be,  in  fact,  utterly  contrary  to  the   evidence.     The  date 
of  his  ordination — an  event   of  great  moment   in  the  life 
of  a  Churchman,  and  which  would  certainly  have  been 
so  considered   by  a  Churchman — is   not  mentioned;  al- 
though the  Cardinal  had   before  him,  as  he   says — "  the 
original   register,    written   by  the  hands  of  the  different 
directors  of  the    Seminary  of  St.    Sulpice,  marking,  day 
by  day,  the   entrance  and  departure  of  all  the  ecclesias- 
tics, who  had  been  received  at  that  place  between  1641 
and  1709;"  and  this  register  must  have  been  very  minute, 
as  from  it  was  derived  all  the  information  respecting  the 
desire  of  Fenelon  to  devote  himself  to  missions  in  Can- 
ada.    The  other   biographers  of  Fcnclon  place  his  ordi- 
nation in  the  twenty-fourth  year  ot  iiis   age,  that  is,  in 
1675-6,  with  the   exception  of  one,  who,  without  advan- 
cing an}'  authority,  writes  that  he  was  ordained  at  twen- 
ty-two, or  in  1673-4.     The    Canons  of  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic Church  fix  twenty-four  as  the  earliest  period  at  which 
one  can  be  admitted  to  the  priesthood;  though  dispensa- 
tions are  granted — only  by  the  Pope — for  ordination   at 
an  earlier  age  :  and  as  nothing  is  any  where  said  of  such 
a  dispensation  having  been  given  in  Fcnelon's   case,  we 
are  bound  to  suppose  that  he  was  not  received  as  a  priest 
before  167-3,  which  would  in  consequence   have  been  the 
commencement  of  the  period  of  three  years,  devoted  by 
him   to  the   functions   of  the  ministry  in   the  parish  St. 
Sulpice. 

In  1675,  Feiielon's  desire  to  engage  in  missions  again 
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broke  forth,  and  he  determined  to  repair  with  that  object 
to  Greece  :  circumstances,  however,  induced  him  to  re- 
main in  France,  and  in  17S6  he  was  made  preceptor  to 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  the  heir  apparent  to  the  crown, 
whom  no  instructions  could  raise  to  the  degree  of  a  civ- 
ilized beins:.  From  this  painful  position  he  was  raised 
to  the  Archbishopric  of  Cambray  in  1697  ;  and  two  years 
afterwards  his  Telemaque  was  published  surreptitiously, 
by  the  person  charged  with  copying  the  manuscript, 
which  brought  upon  its  author  the  hatred  of  the  despot, 
Louis  XIV. — a  hatred  occasionally  masked,  but  con- 
stantly subsisting,  until  the  death  of  Fenelon  in  1715. 

Thus  it  appears  that  we  have  no  direct  and  positive 
account  of  the  manner  in  which  Fenelon  passed  the  six 
or  seven  vears  immediatelv  following  1667,  when  he  was 
so  ardently  desirous  to  devote  himself  to  missions  in 
Canada ;  and  only  from  the  silence  of  his  biographers 
can  we  infer  that  those  years  were  spent  by  him  in  the 
Seminary  of  St.  Sulnice.  Now  it  is  precisely  to  this  in- 
terval, from  1667  to  1674,  that  the  evidence  applies, 
which  will  now  be  produced,  tending  to  show  that  Fene- 
lon did  actually  engage  in  such  a  mission,  and  was  thus 
employed,  for  some  time,  among  the  Iroquois,  in  the 
western  part  of  the  territory,  now  included  in  the  State 
of  New  York. 

The  first  piece  of  evidence  to  be  presented,  is  extracted 
from  "  The  History  of  New  France,"*  b}'  the  accom- 
plished Jesuit  Father  Charlevoix,  a  work  of  extraordinary 
research  and  unsurpassed  elegance  of  style,  a  large  and 
important  portion  of  which  relates  to  the  countries  bor- 
bering  upon  the  southern  side  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  to 
the  Iroquois  or  Five  Nations,  originally  occupying  them. 
In  his  ninth  book,  Charlevoix  writes  thus: — "  A  consider- 
able number  of  Iroquois  were  established  near  the  west- 

■  Hlstoire  Generate  de  la  Nouvelle  France.  The  edition  here  used  is  in  three 
volumes,  4to.,  published  at  Faris  in  1G44.  The  extracts  are  all  from  the  first 
volume. 
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ern  extremity  of  Lake  Ontario,  among  whom  were  many 
Christians;  and  the  Bishop  of  Petraea,  (Vicar-Apostolic 
of  New  France)  considering  it  improper  to  leave  them 
without  pastors,  sent  thither  Messrs.  de  Fenelon  and 
Trouve."  This  was  was  in  1668  or  1009  ;  of  the  labors 
of  those  Missionaries  nothing  is  said  bv  Charlevoix,  nor 
do  we  find  any  further  mention  of  M.  dc  Fenelon,  except 
on  the  following  occasion.  In  1073,  the  Count  de  Fron- 
tenac  arrived  at  Quebec,  as  Governor  and  Captain-Gen- 
eral of  New  Fiance — including  all  the  territories  claimed 
by  France  in  North  America — and  he  soon  after  engaged 
in  a  dispute  with  the  Missionaries  and  the  pishop  of 
Quebec,  (late  Bishop  of  Petraea,)  as  to  the  part  which  the 
latter  might  take  in  the  administration,  and  more  espe- 
cially as  to  the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits  by 
the  traders  to  the  Indians,  which  the  Missionaries  were 
ever  anxious  to  have  enforced.  The  dispute  was  carried 
very  far ;  the  Bishop  openly  censured  the  Governor- 
General,  and  the  latter  retorted  by  causing  Moliere's 
comedy  of  TartuiTe  to  be  performed  in  the  street,  op- 
posite to  the  ecclesiastical  resilience.  Moreover,  writes 
Charlevoix,  "  The  Abbe  de  Salignac  Fenelon,  of  the 
Seminary  of  St.  Sulpice,  was  put  in  prison,  under  the 
pretext  that  he  had  preached  against  the  Count  de  Fron- 
tenac,  and  had  taken  the  depositions  of  various  inhabit- 
ants of  Montreal,  in  iavor  oi  their  Governor  M.  Perrot,* 
whom  the  general  had  caused  to  be  arrested."  The  ex- 
act date  of  this  imprisonment  is  not  given  ;  but  it  proba- 
bly took  place  in  1074,  or  at  latest,  in  107-5. 

These  extracts  from  the  History  of  New  France  merely 
show,  that  a  M.  de  Fenelon  was  sent  as  a  Missionary 
among  the  Iroquois  in  1G0S-9,  and  that  an  Abbe  de  Sa- 
lignac  Fenelon  was,  in  107  1—5,  imprisoned  at  Quebec,  on 
account  of  his  resistance  to  the  mandates  of  the  arbitrary 


•  The  Congregation  of  St.  Sulpice,  to  which  the  Inland  of  Montreal  belonged, 
was  then  allowed  to  appoint  the  Governor  of  that  place. 
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Governor- General.  That  the  two  individuals,  thus  men- 
tioned by  Charlevoix,  were  one  and  the  same,  is  rendered 
certain  by  the  index  to  the  history,  composed  with  ex- 
treme care,  in  which  both  of  the  events  above-mentioned, 
refer  to  the  Abbe  de  Salignac  Fenelon.  Of  this  person 
Charlevoix  says  nothing  more,  and  his  silence  must  in- 
deed be  admitted  as  unfavorable  to  the  supposition  here 
advanced  ;  for,  if  the  Abbe  de  Fenelon,  who  had  been 
engaged  in  such  arduous  and  praiseworthy  labors,  and 
had  been  treated  with  such  indignity  by  the  Governor- 
General,  had  been  the  same  afterward  so  well  known, 
and  holding  such  eminent  situations  in  France,  the  Jesuit 
would  scarcely  have  failed  to  notice  the  circumstance,  in 
his  work,  which  was  not  published  until  1744 — long  af- 
ter the  death  of  the  prelate* 

There  is,  however,  one  other  piece  of  evidence  tending 
most  strongly  to  confirm  the  belief  in  the  identity  of  the 
Abbe  de  Fenelon,  who  served  as  a  Missionary  in  Can- 
ada, with  the  Abbe  de  Fenelon,  who  wrote  Telemaque, 
and  who  was  preceptor  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and 
afterwards  Archbishop  of  Cambray.  This  testimony, 
indeed,  comes  from  an  uncertain  authority ;  yet  when 
taken  in  conjunction  witli  the  other  circumstances  related, 
it  will  be  found  to  bear  a  strong  face.  It  comes  from 
Friar  Louis  Hennepin,  whose  name  is  indissolubly  con- 
nected with  the  history  of  this  country,  by  his  successful 
labors  in  the  exploration  of  the  central  portions  of  the 
Continent,  as  well  as  by  the  interesting  descriptions  of 
those  regions  and  their  inhabitants,  which  he  was,  proba- 
bly, the  first  to  make  known  to  the  civilized  world.  He 
came  to  Canada  in  1G74  or  1G75  ;  and  four  years  after- 
wards, he  accompanied  La  Salle  on  his  first  expedition 
to  the  Mississippi  regions,  the  northern  portion  of  which, 
were  explored  by  Hennepin,  in  a  manner  most  extraordi- 
nary, considering  his  means- — or  rather  his  want  of  all 
means,  except  those  supplied  by  his  own  courage  and 
sagacity.     From  the   Upper  Mississippi  he  returned  to 
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Canada,  and  thence  proceeded  to  France  in  16S2,  where 
he  soon  after  published  the  narrative  of  his  adventures, 
containing  the  earliest  exact  accounts  of  the  regions  west 
of  the  great  Lakes.*  This  narrative,  fair,  truthful,  and 
most  interesting,  even  at  the  present  day,  is  almost  un- 
known ;  and  its  author  is  now  judged  only  from  the  evi- 
dence of  his  character  afforded  by  subsequent  works, 
published  in  Holland  in  1697-8,  which  are  filled  with 
gross  falsehoods  and  absurdities,  the  fruits  of  disappoint- 
ment, combined  with  old  age  and  penury. 

In  the  first  of  these  works  last  mentioned — the  well 
known  "  New  Discovery  of  a  Country  larger  than  Europe  "t 
while  speaking  of  the  period  of  his  residence  in  America, 
Hennepin  says — -;  I  embarked  [at  Rochelle  for  Canada] 
with  M.  Francois  de  Laval,  then  Bishop  of  Petraa,  in 
partibus  ivfidelium,  and  since  made  Bishop  of  Quebec,  the 
capital  of  Canada.  My  desire  to  travel  increased  more 
and  more.  I  remained  in  that  country  four  years,  and  I 
was  sent  on  a  Mission,  whilst  the  Abbe  de  Fenelon,  now 
Archbishop  of  Cambray,  was  residing  there."  This  is, 
indeed,  a  positive  assertion,  on  a  point  on  which  the  Friar 
could  scarcely  have  been  mistaken.  The  exact  date  of 
Hennepin's  arrival  in  Canada,  cannot  be  determined  :  he 
states  that  he  was  ordered  to  proceed  thither,  immedi- 
ately after  the  battle  of  Senef,  at  which  he  was  present, 
August  11,  1G74  ;  and  that  he  then  remained  two  months 
near  Rochelle,  from  which  port  he  sailed  in  company 
with  the  Bishop  of  Quebec,  as  above  stated.  It  is  there- 
fore probable  that  he  arrived  in  Canada  in  the  latter  part 
of  1674,  or  early  in  the  following  year,  about  which  time 
or  somewhat  earlier,  the  Abbe  de  Salignac  Fenelon  was 
imprisoned  by  Count  de  Frontenac.  Hennepin  does  not 
say  that  he  saw  the  Abbe  de  Fenelon  in  Canada;  and  he 

*"  Description  de  la  Louisiana" — I'aris,  1CS3.  It  has  never  tecu  translated 
into  English. 

r  "  X-nve'e  DJcoiverfe  d*un  para  plus  grand  que  I'Europe."  Paris  :  1697. 
The  extract  here  ^iven  is  from  the  nrsi  chapter. 

vol.  vr.     29 
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may  have  been  misinformed  as  to  the  exact  period  of  his 
residence  there  ;  nor  does  he  say  that  he  had  ever  seen 
the  Archbishop  of  Cambray  :  but  he  directly  declares 
his  belief,  that  they  were  one  and  the  same  person  ;  and 
he  is,  at  most,  chargeable  only  with  inaccuracy,  such  as 
might  have  been  committed,  without  any  imputation  on 
his  veracity. 

It  has  been  thus  shown  by  testimony  which  will 
scarcely  be  questioned  that  the  Abbe  de  Salignac  Fenelon, 
afterwards  Archbishop  of  Cambray,  when  a  student  of 
theology  in  the  Seminary  of  St.  Sulpice  at  Paris,  in 
16G7,  before  he  had  attained  his  seventeenth  yejar,  was 
ardently  desirous  to  engage  immediately  in  a  Mission  in 
Canada  :  and  it  should  be  observed,  that  his  youth  at 
that  time  would  have  presented  no  obstacle  to  his  em- 
ployment in  such  duties ;  as  numerous  instances  are 
found  of  persons  still  younger  being  thus  engaged  in 
preaching,  catechising,  and  otherwise  instructing,  though 
they  were,  of  course,  unauthorised  to  receive  confessions, 
or  to  administer  sacraments;  that  in  166S  and  in  3  674, 
and  probably  during  the  intermediate  period,  an  Abbi 
de  Salignac  Fenelon,  of  the  Seminary  of  St.  Sulpice,  was 
residing  in  Canada  and  the  adjacent  countries,  as  a  Mis- 
sionary; and  that  this  Abbe,  or  one  bearing  the  same 
name,  a  Missionary  in  Canada  about  the  same  time,  was 
supposed,  by  a  contemporary  ecclesiastic,  to  be  the  same 
person,  afterwards  enjoying  the  high  dignity  of  Arch- 
bishop of  Cambray.  It  may  be  added  that  Cardinal  de 
Beausset,  though  he  gives  many  particulars  respecting 
the  family  of  Fenelon,  and  mentions  several  persons  of 
that  name,  does  not  speak  of  any  one,  except  the  subject 
of  his  biography,  who  could  have  been  the  Missionary  in 
Canada. 

When  to  these  facts  is  added  the  consideration,  that 
none  of  the  biographers  of  the  Archbishop  present  a  sat- 
isfactory account  of  the  place  where,  and  the  manner  in 
which,  he  spent  this  period  of  his  life,  comprised  between 
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1G67  and  1G74,  the  identity  here  supposed  probable,  may 
be  admitted  to  be  at  least  possible  until  this  uncertainty 
has  been  removed.  Encouragement  is  thus  offered  for 
pursuing  an  inquiry  which  may  end  in  connecting  the 
great  and  good  Fenelon,  by  ties  the  most  sacred,  with 
the  History  of  our  own  Republic;  and  that  tin's  conclu- 
sion may  be  attained,  no  citizen  of  the  State  of  New- 
York,  will  refuse  his  wishes,  or  if  required,  his  co-ope- 
ration. 

I  shall  take  measures  to  have  inquiries  made  on  the 
subject,  in  the  quarters  from  which  the  most  speedy  and 
exact  answers  may  be  expected;  and  the  result — what- 
ever it  may  be — shall  be  communicated  to  the  Historical 
Society  without  delay. 
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U'aki>.  i  Lt- iter  fr<  m  J  \mcs    R.  Mitcik  ock.  on  the   Ruins  of 

An  Addi          ■                                   '  Historical         Uxmal,  iii  Yucatan. 

wfrvtry..-'0N</V(         ,-    |    14.  j  Paper  on  the  Defeat  of  General  St.  Clair  in  1791.    By 

By  John  R   ■•'.:..  i  Chandler  R.Gilman,  M.D. 

Paper  on  the  Early  European  Colonies  on  the  Dela- 

Sketches   ifBi  sr  '          ,  of       ware.     By  James  W.  Beekman. 

the  si   ■■     i.\<-w\'    i.  An  Original  .Narrative  of  the  Battle  of  Ticonderosa,  in 

Report  of 'the  Cntuii.il  '•                    17J8,  written  by  Dr.  Janies  ?eari!.Lr,  a   sitrzeon  in 

Name.     Bv  Davio  Di  ■     I.  •              the   expedition.     Communicated  by  Benjamin   F. 

from  the  Historical  Soi  Thompson. 

ry land  and  New  Jersey,  ■  in    Jesuit  Relations  of  Discoveries  and  other  Qccurren- 

Bvreu,  Sriorv.^Kent,  and  ottor  «      set.!      ces  in  Canada  and  <the  Northern  and  Westeiwi  Sla«e« 

Paperuponthe   Indian   Names     .    L  I               By  j      of   the   Dnion,    1G3^— lliTJ.      By  E.  B.  O'Calla- 

Benjjlmin  P.  Thompson.  ohan,  M.  1). 


Names  of  r  nvrs  to  l'\p  LibRaki  and  Cabinet  aivce  the  meeting  in  November* 

The  Smii   -         .    ii.-'i  ution,    N'ai   a  I  rditch,    Esq.    James  W.  Beekman,  Esq. 

Was  -•!!.  •  j  Gen.  Prosper  M.  Wetn 

them  An-  U.S.    Fred*  •      Peyster,  Es  ; 

ti  ;  '■:,.-    C  ttsville,  i  Rev.  1     win  F.  Hairli 

,        .  .       .  ;'...:  At-     I  -  •  .  B  nedi   t, 

Cui.  Joseph  C.  Ii.tr'. 
\Vr-!..!.„       .  .  ....      Rev.  R.  W.  Griswold. 

Nathan  A"       ton,  J         Boston       >  •  ■  •        •  ■  ■    •    Henrj  K.  Stiles. 

.  Com,  M  J    N. 
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